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Send some messages of HopeIt’s time to brighten up our neighbourhood 

from the inside out

more info on page 11

windows of  hope

Ashley hyAtt Photo

Marleigh hyatt, 2, smiles at her grandfather, Jim, as he gets a look at her baby brother, Collin, who is in his 
dad, Dale’s arms. like many others, the Wyoming family has to be content with visits through a window as 
people try to help reduce the spread of CoVID-19. Ashley hyatt submitted the photo as part of our Day in 
the lIfe of a Pandemic feature which you can see on pages 7 through 11.

life through the window

Alex Kurial
local Journalism Initiative

A Sarnia man who brutally 
attacked his former Petrolia 
area boss in his home and 
an unsuspecting driver in an 
incident of road rage has been 
released on bail in Petrolia 
while awaiting his sentencing 
hearing. 

Allen Bosch, 34, pled guilty 
to assault and robbery with 
violence on Friday. The 
Superior Court of Justice in 
Sarnia held Bosch’s bail hearing 
by telephone conference.

On June 10, 2019, Bosch, 
along with three other men, 
hopped in a car in Sarnia intent 
on going to a house on the 
Petrolia Line in Enniskillen west 
of Petrolia where his former 
boss lived. Bosch, the court 
heard, believed the construction 
company owed him money.

On the way, Bosch – angry 

with a slower driver in front 
of him – stopped his vehicle 
in the middle of Plank Road 
to confront another motorist. 
Bosch got out of the car, opened 
the other drivers door and 
repeatedly punched the motorist, 
who suffered bruising to his left 
arm and back. 

Bosch got back in his car and 
headed to his boss’s house. 
Inside, Bosch demanded money 
he claimed he was owed. Bosch 
punched him several times, the 
court heard, and stole his laptop, 
cell phone, jewelry, liquor and 
some cash, the court heard.

The victim went to check on 
his 11-year-old son. The two 
men with Bosch followed him, 
jumped him and beat him as 
Bosch was leaving the home.

Bosch did not participate 
physically in this beating, the 
statement of facts read into the 
record said.

SEE HOME INVASION PG 3

Plea in Enniskillen home invasion

‘Critical period’ for 
local nursing homes
Heather Wright
the Independent

Lambton’s public health offi-
cials say this is a ‘critical period’ 
in the fight against COVID-19 
in long term care homes.

April 16, Lambton County an-
nounced an employee involved 
in direct patient care at Lambton 
Meadowview Villa had tested 
positive for COVID-19. Jane 
Joris, general manager of long 
term care, says the employee 
started getting a fever at work 
and was sent home.

It was the second seniors’ 
home to have an outbreak of the 
virus. Six people at Landmark 
Village in Sarnia have died of 
COVID-19.

Lambton’s struggles with the 
respiratory virus in nursing 
homes is not uncommon. About 

half of Ontario’s seniors homes 
are dealing with COVID-19 and 
about half of the 622 deaths re-
corded by Tuesday were seniors.

When the province started to 
ramp up testing last week, long 
term care homes were top of the 
list.

In Lambton, Meadowview and 
Landmark Village were the first 
homes to have every staff mem-
ber and every resident tested. 
Since the test began, the number 
of people testing positive for 
COVID-19 at Landmark has 
jumped from 23 to 34.

But at Meadowview Villa, so 
far, there have been no other 
cases reported.

Lambton’s Medical Officer 
of Health, Dr. Sudit Ranade, 
is watching to see if that will 
change.

SEE COVID-19 PG 3
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HELP REDUCE THE
SPREAD OF COVID-19

Symptoms of COVID-19 may be 
very mild or more serious and 

may take up to 14 days to appear 
after exposure to the virus.

TAKE STEPS TO REDUCE THE SPREAD OF THE CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19) :

SYMPTOMS IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

Follow the advice 
of your local public 

health authority.

Wash your hands often 
with soap and water 

for at least 20 seconds.

Try not to touch 
your eyes, nose 

or mouth.

Avoid close contact 
with people who 

are sick.

Cough and sneeze 
into your sleeve and 

not your hands.

Stay home as much as possible 
and if you need to leave 

the house practice physical 
distancing (approximately 2 m).

FOR INFORMATION ON COVID-19 :
1-833-784-4397 canada.ca/coronavirus

Isolate at home to 
avoid spreading 
illness to others.

Avoid visits with older 
adults, or those with 
medical conditions. 

They are at higher risk 
of developing 
serious illness.

Call ahead 
before you visit 
a health care 

professional or call 
your local public 
health authority.

FEVER
(greater or equal to 38 °C)

COUGH

DIFFICULTY BREATHING

Use alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer if soap and 
water are not available.

If your symptoms 
get worse, contact your 
health care provider or 
public health authority 
right away and follow 

their instructions.

CYAN MAGENTA DIE CYAN

YELLOW BLACK CYAN CYAN

Approbation
Bien que tous les e� orts aient été mis en œuvre pour éviter toute erreur, S.V.P., bien vérifi er cette épreuve. 
Notre responsabilité se limite au remplacement des fichiers finaux.

100�% 50�% 0�%

PHAC_01-Info_10.375x13.5_EN_rev1
2020-04-11 Info
Épreuve #1 Page 1

2490-Print Fr/En dailies

FINAL-LIVRÉ

M&H
87, RUE PRINCE, BUREAU 310
MONTRÉAL QC  H3C 2M7
T. 514 866-6736 | PRODUCTION@MH.CA

PHAC_01-Info_10.375x13.5_EN_rev1

ENGLISH - REVISION 1



Thursday, April 23, 2020  The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton – 3

A GUIDE TO PHYSICAL DISTANCING
PHYSICAL DISTANCING (SOCIAL DISTANCING) MEANS KEEPING A 

DISTANCE OF AT LEAST TWO METRES FROM OTHERS AT ALL TIMES.

EVERYONE NEEDS TO PRACTICE PHYSICAL 
DISTANCING, EVEN IF YOU HAVE:
• NO Symptoms of COVID-19
• NO known risk of exposure
• Not travelled outside of Canada within the 
last 14 days.

DO YOUR PART TO HELP REDUCE THE SPREAD OF COVID-19.
AVOID DOING THE FOLLOWING:
Going to work, unless absolutely 
necessary*
Playdates, sleepovers, coffee dates
Visitors to your home, except for 
essential service workers, and 
individuals providing care or delivering 
food/supplies. Ensure your maintain a 
distance of 2 metres
Group gathering, even if outside
Playgrounds, busy public parks
Gyms, bars, shopping malls
Peak shopping and public transit 
hours*
Non-essential appointments (such as 
hair & nails)
Non-essential workers in your home

LIMIT THE FOLLOWING:
Getting groceries (once a week)*
Picking up take-out food*
Attending essential medical 
appointments
Picking up medication*

SAFE TO DO:
Greet with a wave from a distance
Go outside - run, bike, walk the dog at 
least 2 metres away from other people*
Read, draw, paint, listen to music, 
dance, play games, watch a movie at 
home
Cook a meal
Group video chats
Food delivery services
Online shopping
Online learning
Virtual tours of museums

*If you are in isolation or quarantine (self-isolation), your guidelines will differ. Please follow specific guidelines relating to your situation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

CANADA.CA/CORONAVIRUS             1-833-784-4397

2M

This Message is brough to you by:

TO ADDRESS COUNCIL DURING 
AN ELECTRONIC MEETING

We encourage all those who wish to address Council during an Electronic 
Meeting, to do so pursuant to the process outlined above. Those that are 
not able to register in advance, will be granted an opportunity during the 
appropriate portion of the meeting agenda, only when called upon by the 
Head of Council

i. once the Head of Council opens the opportunity, please state your 
name, address and topic, before proceeding

ii.   if more than one person comes forward, the Mayor will note the 
order in which Council will be addressed;

All rules of decorum and process of addressing Council through the Mayor 
will remain in place.

Only persons registered in advance, will be able to present a letter or 
document to Council. This item is to be received in advance at the Clerks 
Office, by 4:30 PM the day of the meeting. All other addresses to Council are 
to be oral.

i. during business hours, register by telephone 
with the Clerk’s Department at Town Hall, any 
time prior to close of business on the meeting 
date;

ii. register by email with the Clerk’s Department at Town Hall, up to 
thirty (30) minutes in advance of the meeting start time;

iii. all presentation materials, or correspondence to be presented to 
Council, must be provided in a written format, received by the Clerk 
no later than 4:30 PM the day of the Electronic Meeting. 

iv. all persons registered to present verbally to Council, will be called 
upon by the Clerk during the appropriate portion of the meeting 
agenda. The Clerk will identify the presenters name an address and 
state “your line is open”

clerksoffice@petrolia.ca                                      (519)882-2350

1. Dial (toll free) 1-855-703-8985 Canada Toll-free

2. Enter the Meeting ID: For Mon., April 27/20 7pm only: 839 930 333#

3. Enter the Password: 695989#
You will now have access to the meeting. Should you wish to participate by video, please 
visit www.town.petrolia.ca for the link.   

Note: it will be very helpful if you mute your microphone if possible until you 
are called upon to speak. 

If You Would Like To Participate In The Council Meeting
from your home or office, the following steps will help you participate

email us at: news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Have a Great Story Idea?
Send it to us!

CON’T FROM PG 1
Bosch and the three other men then drove 

back to Sarnia, while the contractor made it 
to a neighbors house to call for help.

The victim spent several days in the 
hospital after suffering two skull fractures, a 
broken nose, three broken ribs, a collapsed 

lung, and a laceration to the eye. He did 
recover.

Bosch was released, while awaiting 
sentencing, under the condition that he stay 
at home at all times, with few exceptions. 
His sentencing hearing is scheduled for 
Sept. 9.

Home invasion left contractor battered

The Independent

Crime Stoppers is asking people to keep 
their eyes open as vandals spray paint 
GIZMO on buildings in Petrolia

Municipal buildings and privately owned 
buildings have been being targeted since 
early this spring. Lambton OPP say the 
same pattern and design are spray painted 
all over town on at least 10 buildings.

Crime Stoppers officials say victims of 
these crimes are stuck with either leaving 
the unsightly graffiti on the walls or 

repainting the entire area which can be 
costly.

In Petrolia, however, a couple of people 
have stepped up to help. Metal Wurx Media 
Blasting Owner, Dave Perrin, got to work to 
take much of the graffiti on town buildings 
down over the weekend free of charge.

And Jamie Swart cleaned up more of the 
unwelcome graffiti on Dufferin Avenue

Crime Stoppers is asking you to keep your 
eyes open and report what you see at either 
www.p3tips.com to submit your tip online 
or call 1-800-222-TIPS(8477).

Petrolia men help clear town of Gizmo graffiti

Waste Management CLAC ink new deal
The Independent

Petrolia and Watford Waste Management 
employees have a new contract.

The workers, who are heavy and light 
equipment operators, mechanics and general 
labourers at Twin Creeks Landfill and the 
Petrolia Transfer Station, have a new three 
year deal. It’s retroactive to 2019.

CLAC Local 519 officials say the 18 

workers will receive wage increases of 
between 15.5 and 16.5 per cent over the 
course of the deal, depending on their job 
classification.

There is also a $1,000 signing bonus and 
increases to boot and tool allowances.

“This agreement provides them excellent 
monetary increases in the face of uncer-
tainty,” says CLAC representative Ryan 
Griffioen.

Lambton seems to be mirroring provincial trends
CON’T FROM PG 1

“There are a couple of things we 
have going for us,” says Ranade. “A 
lot of the restrictions that would have 
been done only after an outbreak has 
been declared have actually been done 
preemptively...well before we knew 
there were cases.

“So that’s something we have going 
for us.”

And Ranade says it is too soon to 
say whether there will be more cases 
at Meadowview, considering the 
incubation period is up to 14 days.

“Right now the focus is to see who 
is going to be symptomatic over the 
next couple of days; so this is a critical 
period for that outbreak.”

As of Tuesday, there were 148 
people who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Lambton. Fourteen 
people have died. Another 54 people 
have recovered.

Dr. Michael Haddad, chief of staff 
at Bluewater Health, says the people 
working in the COVID-19 are buoyed 
by those recoveries. And he says 
it appears Lambton’s outbreak has 
peaked.

“Two weeks ago, when we were in 
the midst of it, there were 32 patients. 
Our ICU had about 7 patients who 
were quite critically ill. 

“Many have improved and went 
home; we also lost some of them. Half 
of the people in ICU didn’t make it.

“It has been a sad couple of weeks. 
But the trend is in decline.”

Lambton appears to be mirroring 
what is happening across the province.

Matthew Anderson, CEO of Ontario 
Health, released a revised model of the 
number of people getting COVID-19 
and how it affecting hospitals and long 
term care homes Monday. At best, the 
province expected about 80,000 cases 
of COVID-19. It seems more likely it 
will be around 30,000. 

“It is starting to look more like the 
best case,” he said.

“Our public health measures are 
working and we need to keep them 
working; we need to stay focused on 
our public health measures.”

Anderson says while the amount of 
cases of the virus in the community is 
slowing, there is still a lot of concern 
for people in long term care homes. 
And officials warn because COVID-19 
is deadly for elderly people, there is 
a concern the death rate in Ontario 
will continue to climb because of the 
infections in long term care. So far, 
622 people have died, nearly half in 
long term care.

While the news seems to be hopeful, 
officials are not ready to open up the 
economy immediately.

Dr. Barbara Yaffe, Associate Chief 
Medical Officer of Health, says 
restarting the economy – including 
ramping up elective surgeries in 

hospitals – will have to be done 
carefully.

“It will not be like a light switch, on-
off; because once we lift it, it will be 
very hard to come back,” says Yaffee.

It was a message echoed by Premier 
Doug Ford. “Thanks to our collective 
efforts…we have so far avoided 
the worst case scenario we were all 
dreading.

“We have avoided devastation 
witnessed in the other country…but 
we’re still in the middle of a battle; 
we’re still fighting hard to protect our 
long term care homes,” says Ford.

“We are developing a frame work for 
the gradual and safe reopening for our 
province…

“The health and safety of the people 
of the province must remain the 
number one priority. 

“We have to be so, so cautious…but 
we want to give people hope because 
there is hope.”

Ford was asked if restrictions in rural 
communities could be lifted earlier. 

“All it takes is just one person to go 
visit them with COVID and then it 
starts all over again,” he says.

And Ford urges people to 
continue following the public health 
measures like social distancing and 
handwashing.

 “It is very, very difficult to close the 
economy down…“It is twice as hard to 
open it up again.”

Fourteen Bluewater Health employees test positive for virus 
Fourteen workers 

at Bluewater Health 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 – four of those 
employees contracted the 
virus in the hospital.

Julia Oosterman, 
communications chief at 
Bluewater Health, isn’t sure 

if the four were involved 
in direct patient care but 
she does say none of the 14 
employees with COVID-19 
are physicians.

“The employees didn’t 
come from ICU, out of 
ED or COVID unit,” says 
Oosterman.  

“That does cause anxiety 
for the staff for the public 
and anyone coming into the 
hospital, because this virus 
is extremely sneaky.”

In long term care homes, 
if there is even one case of 
COVID-19, an outbreak 
is declared even with 14 

employees who have tested 
positive an outbreak has not 
been declared.
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

LAMBTON COUNTY ARCHIVES PHOTO

Many families helped settle the community of Wyoming. One family - the Minielly’s - still live and work in the 
community. William Minielly, his wife, Elizabeth, and their ten children came to Plympton Township in 1846 and 
settled on 400 acres of land. The original homestead is still farmed by William’s great grandson.

Changing to try to keep ahead of the COVID-19 curve
There are some big changes coming 

to journalism and some will be devas-
tating to communities across Ontario.

Local journalism - which plays a 
critical role providing trusted informa-
tion about what is going on in your 
community - has been hit hard by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Journalism, by and large, is funded 
by advertising and when everyone’s 
business is closed, there aren’t a lot of 
advertisers. Advertising revenue has 
fallen through the floor with losses 
between 30 and 70 per cent across On-
tario. And you see the results already. 
Just in Lambton County, two of the 
three independent newspapers have 
altered their printing schedule. The In-
dependent is the only one still printing 
every week to keep you informed. But, 
like everyone else, we’re hurting, too. 
And we’re worried about the future. 

We know there will be newspapers 
close because of this.  But, with a little 
ingenuity, a little luck and fast thinking 
by industry leaders The Independent 
hopes to be one of the lucky ones. 

First, we’re still working hard to give 
you the information you need - includ-
ing who is open and closed and what 
public services are available.

We’re also making it easier to see 
all that information. We’ve recently 
redesigned our website, something that 
was in the works since January. The 
new design makes it easier to find what 
you’re looking for and soon, you’ll be 
able to read the entire paper online.

By May 1, we’ll be installing a pay-
wall, and for less than you would buy a 
yearly subscription, you can subscribe 
online to get up to the minute news and 
the full version of the newspaper.

And lastly, our partners at the On-

tario Commun-
ity Newspaper 
Association have 
set up a website 
which allows you 
to support the con-
tinuation of local 
journalism with 
a donation. The 
website - www.
ocnf.org - allows 
you to directly do-
nate to your local 
paper and receive 
a tax receipt.

If this pandemic 
has proven any-
thing, it is that we need accurate, local 
information now more than ever. We 
think the changes were making will 
allow us to continue doing that for our 
communities. 

We want to give people 
hope because there is hope
We are so close - let’s not blow it now.
When Ontario’s top medical experts released revised 

models Monday. After sobering figures in early 
April shocked people into staying home, the new 
models show the spread of the virus is slowing in the 
community.

Basically, health officials say staying home, limiting 
gatherings to five people, and washing our hands is 
working.

In early April, officials said in the best case scenario, 
there would be 80,000 people  who would get 
COVID-19. Now, after public health measures, that 
number is about 20,000. 

Officials had expected the peak of cases in May but 
here we are in mid-April and they believe, at least 
in the community, we are quickly headed toward the 
downward curve.

There is still a big problem in long term care where 
homes were limiting the use of personal protective 
equipment by staff and were not aggressively testing. 

Officials believe there will be a lot more deaths of the 
elderly before this is finished.

Still, even the experts were talking in hopeful tones 
about resuming elective surgeries at hospitals and 
slowly opening up the economy.

It would have been easy for politicians to slap each 
other on the backs declaring victory over COVID-19 
and say we would all be back to normal soon.

But that’s not what happened. 
Premier Doug Ford - a man likened to a bull in a 

china shop before COVID-19 gripped the province 
- was abundantly cautious saying the government is 
working on a plan to start opening businesses back up 
again, but nothing will move ahead without the OK 
from the top medical experts.

“We have to be so, so cautious,” he said. The premier 
knows we are getting anxious to go back to normal 
life. But he says we are still weeks away and we have 
to keep doing what we are doing. So why release these 
numbers and risk having people breaking the rules? 
“We want to give people hope because there is hope,” 
he said.

Let’s hold onto that hope and hold the line. Lives 
depend on it.

Heather 
Wright

Editorial
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430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

•  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

3/$10
15/$47

$17ea

$25ea

Geraniums  
pink, red, salmon,white, magenta

10” Baskets  
boston fern, fuchsia, million bells

12” Mixed Patio Planter 
please specify either shade/sun

PLANT PICK UP DATE
May 14, 2020
9:00-11:30am

Windover Nurseries

Safe Curbside Pick Up Available

Gift Certicates to 
Windover Nurseries 

Available for  
Mother’s Day

May 10, 2020

Please no calls after 8pm

To Order

• Order Deadline May 1, 2020 •

Wendy 519.882.2073 | Helen 519.882.2639

For Sale

PLANT SALE
Annual

IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter

TurnerMoore LLP 
Chartered Professional Accountants

Payroll
Bookkeeping
Financial Statement Preparation
Income Tax Preparation
Financing Arrangements
Business Plans
And much more!

Sarnia 519-344-1271

Wallaceburg 519-627-9971  West Lorne 519-768-2027

The last time you’ll ever
change accountants

www.plympton-wyomingfair.com

Hall Rental
LOOKING FOR

FOR YOUR NEXT MEETING?

595 MAIN ST., WYOMING  519-845-3571
For Inquiries call:

FREE

WIFI

VIDEO
PROJECTION

10’ SCREEN

KITCHEN

FACILITIES

CAPACITY

350 PEOPLE

Returning snowbirds won’t be allowed in St. Clair camps
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

It’s that time of year when the 
Canadian snowbirds start to return 
north for the summer, but they won’t 
find a soft landing at a campground in 
St. Clair Township. 

 Township council will keep the gates 
on local campgrounds closed due to 
COVID-19, so St. Clair snowbirds will 
need to find a temporary home.

Kendall Lindsay, director of 
community services, told council 
Monday he has been receiving several 
calls a day from snowbirds asking 
about the status of St. Clair’s three 
campgrounds – Mooretown, Cathcart 
and Branton Cundick. 

The sites are popular resident areas 
for those returning from the United 

States for the warm months. Some live 
in the US in the winter and then return 
home to their campsites.

Campgrounds were originally 
scheduled to open May 1, but with the 
province’s emergency order this has 
been pushed back to at least May 12. 

Municipalities have the option of 
opening to snowbirds alone while the 
order is in place. 

Lindsay floated the possibility 
of allowing a certain number into 
the Cathcart grounds, which could 
accommodate 12 campers. But he 
added that there were several issues 
with this. 

“The province has really put it on us 
to decide who a snowbird is or isn’t. 
My fear is that everybody is going to 
be coming out of the woodwork to say 
they’re a snowbird and get into the 

campground,” Lindsay says.
Lindsay is concerned about his staff 

and the demands this would place on a 
group that is already stretched thin. St. 
Clair will not be hiring students during 
the summer due to the COVID-19. 

Any returning snowbird from 
the United States would have to 
immediately enter quarantine for a 
two-week period at the campground as 
well, as mandated by law. 

Lindsay says the OPP would help 
monitor this, but that it would still be 
hard for his staff to constantly keep 
tabs on everyone at the site.

Council decided to keep the grounds 
closed to everyone for now saying the 
safety of staff was too important and 
it would be difficult to determine who 
was a snowbird or not.

Council will revisit the issue May 4.   

Staff at Meadowview don’t deserve bad press says reader
EDITOR:

I recently heard that the COVID-19 
outbreak, at the writing of this letter, 
is in 104 long-term care facilities in 
Ontario. The good news is, that means 
the virus is not recorded to be in 522 
facilities in the province. 

About a year and a half ago, my wife 
was admitted to the Meadowview 
Villa long-term facilities in Petrolia. 
Yesterday I read the headlines that 
said, “Lambton Meadowview Villa 
worker tests positive for COVID-19.”

That means at the writing of this 
article, Meadowview Villa has 182 
staff-workers and 125 residents that do 
not have the virus. 

I have visited my wife daily, or at 
least every other day, for a year and 
a half and have witnessed a staff that 
genuinely cares for each and every 
resident. 

Time after time I have watched a 
residence wander into the office of 
a nurse who was busy doing some 
necessary computer work, and with out 
exception they stopped everything they 
were doing - with a smile - to help the 
resident in any way that they could. 

Someone told me that one time my 
wife was sitting in her wheel chair 
weeping. 

A worker took her into her office, 
shared her strawberries with her that 

she had brought in for lunch. Then she 
got some earphones for her and set up 
an iPod to play prerecorded hymns. 

My wife was singing louder than she 
realized and they took a video of her 
singing and emailed it to me. 

In recent days, not being able to visit 
my wife, they have hooked us up with 
face-time on their cell phones.

There is a lot of bad press these days 
about long term facilities. 

Perhaps a very small percentage of 
them deserve it, but let’s be careful not 
to tar and feather everyone with the 
same brush.

Bob Kirkland
PETROLIA, ON

Back to the books as rural internet speeds dragged down
Heather Wright
The Independent

The Lambton-Kent District School 
Board is sending out workbooks to 
some homes in an effort to continue 
distance learning in an area where 
internet is poor.

The board has sent out over 2,200 
devices to homes to help with at-
home learning during the COVID-19 
pandemic. But for some families, the 
devices are next to useless. 

“It is a real situation,” director of 
education John Howitt told members 
of the school board April 14. 

“There are lots of our students that do 
not have better than a 3G connection 
on their phones, or have a dial-up 

connection. Those speeds do not allow 
for some of the activities that we’re 
asking students to do, and that’s a real 
legitimate issue.”

For the many households where 
the required internet speeds are not 
currently an option, the district has 
come up with a series of learning 
booklets for both elementary and 
secondary students.  

“Our senior admin team and their 
departments came up with paper 
booklets that other boards are now 
beginning to use.  They are being 
developed 10 days at a time, and being 
shared out to homes who were not able 
to connect with the internet.”

Dawn-Euphemia Councillor Leslea 
Williams says she’s heard from a 

number of families who are going 
without telephone and internet service 
for hours at a time because the demand 
is taxing the system.

And she says some families are 
facing costly overage charges to their 
current data plans because so many 
people in the house need the internet 
for work and school.

Township administrators are also 
having problems. Clerk Administrator 
Donna Clermont says there are times 
the internet speed struggles to hit 1G. 

The township is looking at a 
partnership to bring fiber optics to 
Dawn-Euphemia, but it hasn’t been 
completed yet.

- with files from Alex Kurial, Local 
Journalism Initiative
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We’re
HIRING

Positions Available

Parts Manager,
Recreation Technician &

Golf Parts Representative
Working for Podolinsky Equipment 
you can count on: 

• Competitive Pay
• Health & Dental Benefits
• Career Advancement Opportunities
• Advanced Training
• Employee Discounts

To learn more and apply visit
www.podolinsky.com

Click on Careers in the Dealer Info menu

6057 Petrolia Line
Petrolia, ON N0N 1RO
519-844-2360
www.podolinsky.com

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

The St. Clair Parkway north of Lasalle 
Line is now open for traffic.

The Aamjiwnaang First Nation and 
Lambton County agreed to close river road 
April 9 and lasted just over a week after the 
barriers went up between Lasalle Line and 
the Suncor Gate on Good Friday. 

A notice from the Aamjiwnaang Band 
Council explained the closure was meant 
to stop the flow of traffic through the 
community in an effort to stem the spread 
of COVID-19. Only local residents and 
emergency services were permitted access.

 While Chief Chris Plain told The 
Independent he wasn’t at liberty to say why 
the road was closed, he said in a community 
news letter the road closure was related 
to a business still operating despite and 

emergency order. The province had initially 
closed cannabis and alcohol shops. There 
are several cannabis retailers along River 
Road. 

“Aamjiwnaang also listed tobacco and 
cannabis shops (as) non-essential, which 
was soon followed by the province and 
since reversed. 

“Aamjiwnaang still considers these 
businesses non-essential during this time. 
To ensure compliance, council provided 
notice of a road closure to restrict the 
amount of non-essential traffic coming to 
the community.”

 The stores along this stretch of River 
Road are now closed, according to Plain.

 “There’s still a pandemic in place 
so we’re doing what we can to ensure 
that traffic is still minimized within the 
community, much like everywhere else in 
the country,” he says.

heather WrIght Photo

It took Jacob Welsh a bit of time to figure out the long line of tractors and cars on Marthaville road near Courtright 
Line tuesday was for him. the Lambton Centennial student turned seven april 21. his family and school friends 
thought it would be nice to give him a parade filled with tractors - one of his favourite things - and cars bearing signs 
wishing him a happy Birthday. Jacob had to hold onto his hat in the cold wind, but he seemed to enjoy the parade.

A birthdAy drive by

Aamjiwnaang reopens St. Clair Parkway

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

If you’re cautious about going outside for 
fear of breaking rules under the Emergency 
Act - don’t be.

There have been a couple of high-profile 
incidents in Toronto and Ottawa parks 
that have sparked a lot of online debate. 
In Lambton County at least, parks are still 
open if you are walking through them.

But, officials say, playing on equipment or 
having a pickup baseball game could land 
you in hot water and you could face fines of 
$750 under the Emergency Act.

Lambton communities have put up signs 
and taped off equipment to make things 
obvious

“This means the BAICC (Brooke-
Alvinston-Inwood Community Centre), 
playgrounds, ball diamonds, skateboard 
park and dog park,” Janet Denkers, clerk-
administrator in Brooke-Alvinston, says 
of what has closed in the town. “Our 
community has been great in adjusting to 
these new restrictions and we have had no 

real issues with enforcing them at this time.” 
In Oil Springs officials are making sure no 

one uses the equipment. “We’ve taken the 
swings down, we’ve fixed up the basketball 
hoops such that a ball can’t go through 
them anymore,” says Clerk-Treasurer Erkki 
Pohjolainen

In Petrolia, the parks have signs showing 
residents the area is closed but officials say 
it is still okay to walk in the area.

So far, there seems to be very few 
concerns among municipalities.

The OPP, which enforces the emergency 
orders, was not available to comment on 
whether any Lambton residents have been 
charged with violating the social distancing 
rules or outdoor recreation closures.

But in St. Clair, the mayor says, people are 
doing what they can to follow the rules and 
reduce the spread of COVID-19.

“What I see along the parkway and 
out in the parks, they’re doing a super 
job,” St. Clair mayor Steve Arnold 
says of his residents and city workers’ 
efforts to observe both the new rules and 
recommendations.

Yes, you can still walk through parks
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To All Lambton County Residents:
By practicing physical distancing, washing your hands and following 
directions from our health officials, you are helping us flatten the curve.
The COVID-19 pandemic has not been easy. It is a scary, difficult 
situation, that has turned our normal lives upside down. However, our 
community never ceases to amaze me.
The kindness and ingenuity that has come out during this time is 
astounding. 
People are helping their neighbours, completing random acts of 
kindness, showing support for local businesses and finding unique 
ways to make a difference in their communities.
We will get through this together. Stay safe, stay well, and be kind.
Bill Weber, Lambton County Warden

Our lives have changed drastically 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. On 
April 19, our readers documented 
what their life was like on One Day

A Day in the Life 
of Petrolia and 

Central Lambton

Health care workers, like Shannon Millier, Danielle Rogers, Sheri McKinley, Doe Howse and Susan Eisel at 
Afton Park Retirement home, were placed on the front line of this pandemic. But there were so many more. 
Mike and Ruth Gallant have a table set up in their home with a photo of their two nurses and emergency 
service vehicles. As a community, we rally around them by staying home. And some, like Jan White of 
Petrolia, helped in a different way, sewing masks for health care workers.

April 19, the day 
we chose to 
document, was 
a Sunday. So, 
in Alvinston, the 
Bressette family 
gathered around 
the computer to 
“go to church.” 
Carol Watt and 
her husband used 
their TV to get the 
church experience.

April 19 was also a day for the 
ordinary. Pat spent time with 
his workers at his Lambton 
Developmental Services Home 
in Petrolia. Bob Bressette had 
to fill up his car, wearing plastic 
gloves to protect him from possible 
exposure to COVID-19. And the 
Bryans family was protected, too, 
but for the bees. It was business 
as usual at Munro Honey in 
Alvinston.

Here are some of their photos for more, 
go to www. petrolialambtonindependent.ca
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Constituency Office:
805 Christina St. N., Suite 102
Point Edward, ON  N7V 1X6
Tel: 519-337-0051

www.bobbaileympp.com  •  bob.baileyco@pc.ola.org

Ontario

We’re in unprecedented times as we 
battle against the spread of COVID-19  

and we all have to play our part. 

Thank you to everyone who is 
continuing to self-isolate and 

staying home as much as possible. 
It’s a small sacrifice to make and, 

by doing so, you’re helping to keep 
your family and everyone in our 

community healthy!

BOB BAILEY
MPP - Sarnia - Lambton

I am so proud of Petrolia.  
I am grateful for the outpouring of 
love and endless support that this 

community shows one another during 
times of uncertainty.  

Thank you to ALL essential workers in 
ALL aspects of our lives.  We see your 
sacrifices and hail you all as heroes in 

our hearts.   
 

-Mayor R. Brad Loosley

Phone: (519) 882-2350 • Fax: (519) 882-3373
411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia, ON, N0N 1R0

town.petrolia.on.ca

We are taking comfort in long walks in the bush, like Ben and Sandy Dekker at their home in Plympton-Wyoming and Duncan and Callum Edwards with their dog Millie and their Papa, David Harrington, at the Peak of Mosa near Alvinston. Sam Giles played in a 
tree at the Marthaville Habitat in Enniskillen . The Fleming family went for a walk with their pet at Lorne C Henderson Conservation area and the McLean family spent some time out on their land. Others, like Anthony Sjaarda’s time outside includes feeding the 
goats at Great Lakes Dairy outside of Wyoming.

John Wallington of Petrolia walks on his treadmill while watching Leave it to Beaver on 
April 19. Meabh Fleming were getting some cuddles from their pet bunny rabbits. 

Gary Hardy and his family in Enniskillen have a new friend to keep them busy. A feral cat in the neighbourhood 
had kittens on their front porch, left and didn’t come back. After hours of waiting for the mom to return, Gary and 
his wife, Janet, took them in and have been caring for them ever since. The vet says they’re doing “quite nicely” 
and Janet says “as you can see, they get quite upset if you don’t feed them fast enough for their liking.”
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4136 Petrolia Line, Petrolia  •  519-882-2211
Store Hours: Daily 8am-6pm • Senior/Compromised Immune Systems 7am-8am

We are doing our best to keep 
our staff and customers safe. 

Stop the Spread of Covid-19.  
Do your part.

THANK
YOU

We supported family, either by playing some games like Jeremy, Mali 
and Sam Giles (top left) or playing Scattegories by phone as Jennifer 
Hoag does. There were porch visits - Lily Hayter visited the Aldermans 
in Alvinston. There were lots of group chats with family including the 
Stevens, (middle left) or celebrating a birthday with Marianne VanderSpek 
in Rutherford. And some families went above and beyond. Bill and Barb 
Fell of Petrolia were taking care of their granddaughter, Lydia, above. 
She’s living with her grandparents because her mom works in health care.

We all became obsessed with food. Little children, like Leiah Sanderson of Dresden and Maverick Garvie of Petrolia learned 
the fine art of bread making while Karly Campbell delivered a high flying meal to her grandma Mary in Petrolia.
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“A Day in the life...”
Can STILL include Great Tasting Pizza & Wings!
Delivery to your porch, garage or car just outside our store.  Your 
choice!  Lots of room inside to maintain Social Distancing when 
picking up too!  SAVE TIME and ORDER ONLINE @ wiseguysinc.ca

4108 Petrolia Line  519•882•PIZZA

KEEP IT
TOGETHER!
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A Day in the Life of CEEH in Petrolia

heather Wright Photo

a staff member of the Continuing Complex Care Unit takes a 
resident for a walk around the floor Sunday april 19. Beth Squire, 
an rPN, takes the blood pressure of a CCC patient and checks 
her charts near a sign that says ‘Be the reason someone smiles 
today.”

it is nap time at 2 pm on the Complex 
Continuing Care Unit at Charlotte eleanor 
englehart hospital in Petrolia and it is almost 
peaceful. Five staff members stop for a few 
moments to talk about life during a pandemic. 
they’re all dressed in caps and masks - 
something new as they try to keep themselves 
and patients who wait at the CCC for a nursing 
home bed, safe. the women are worried, about 
taking the virus home to their families. But, they 
are there, taking blood pressure and holding the 
hands to comfort. it is quiet in emergency room, 
too. the usually full waiting room holds only one 
person. there are signs of CoViD-19 her,e too. 
Personal protective equipment hangs at the 
ready, there are bins to recycle precious N95 
masks and the census board shows only half 
the patients are coming through the er. But by 
2:30 pm, staff smile and say there have been no 
CoViD-19 cases today. 
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www.warwicktownship.ca/covid-19

UPDATE ON WASTE AND 
RECYCLING SERVICES 

Delay in Launch of Automated Household Waste and Recycling 
Collection Program

Twin Creeks Landfill Closed on Saturdays until Further Notice

Spring Clean Up Day Planned to Proceed

Reminders:

Due to COVID-19 related delays in shipping of the waste and recycling bins for automated collection, 
the launch of the Township wide automated collection program has been delayed until Wednesday, 
June 3rd from the initial launch date in May.

Public notice on further details on bin delivery and launch details will be provided when available.

Household waste and recycling collection in Watford will continue throughout May as per the 
current program.

Due to steadily decreasing volume, Twin Creeks Landfill will be closed Saturdays beginning April 
18th until further notice. Notice will be posted at the scale, depot and main entrance sign.  

Aside from the Saturday closure, the hours of operation continue to be the same: Monday to Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Spring Clean Up Day, scheduled for June 13, 2020 from 7:00 am to 11:00 am, is planned to proceed at 
this time.  

•	 Large waste items can be dropped off at Twin Creeks Landfill such as couches, washers etc. 
Fridges and freezers must have Freon removed.

•	 Electronic waste items such as televisions, computers etc. can be dropped off at the Public 
Works Depot at 7923 Confederation Line.

•	 All property owners in Warwick Township are permitted to use the household waste and 
recycling drop off location at Twin Creeks Landfill.

•	 Please do not drop off anything at donation bins during this time. Materials during 
COVID-19 are not being accepted by any organizations and will end up in 
the landfill. Save your donations for now to ensure they will benefit the 
donor organization in the future.

For up-to-date information, visit our COVID-19  
Information Hub.3 The Independent

Ad size: 5.08” x 6”
Ad price: $173.88+HST

BUSINESS OPPS.

ATTN: ONTARIO INVENTORS!! 
Need Inventing Help?

Call Davison!!
Ideas Wanted! 

CALL DAVISON TODAY:
1-800-256-0429 
OR VISIT US AT:

Inventing.Davison.com/Ontario 
FREE Inventor’s Guide!!

ADVERTISING

REACH MILLIONS OF CUSTOMERS IN 
ONTARIO WITH ONE EASY CALL! 

Your Classified Ad or Display Ad would appear 
in weekly newspapers each week across 

Ontario in urban, suburban and rural areas. 
For more information Call Today 

647-350-2558.

MORTGAGES

DECLINED BY YOUR BANK?
WE CAN HELP!

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES
Debt Consolidation

Renovations, Tax Arrears
Mortgage Arrears, Debt problems

CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBT NOW!!!
CUT MONTHLY PAYMENTS 

UP TO 75%
No Income, Bad Credit
Bankruptcy, Proposal

Power of Sale Stopped!!!
FREE APPRAISALS
CALL US FIRST FOR

A FREE CONSULTATION
1-800-282-1169

www.mortgageontario.com
(Licence #10969)

WANTED
FIREARMS WANTED FOR JUNE 13th, 2020 
LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION: Rifles, Shotguns, 
Handguns, Militaria. Auction or Purchase: 
Col lect ions, Estates, Individual I tems. 
Contact Paul, Switzer’s Auction: Toll-Free 
1-800-694-2609, sales@switzersauction.com 
or www.switzersauction.com.
WANTED: OLD TUBE AUDIO EQUIPMENT. 
50 years or older. Amplifiers, Stereo, Recording 
and Theatre Sound Equipment. Hammond 
Organs, any condition. CALL Toll-Free 1-800-
947-0393 / 519-853-2157.

EXTEND YOUR REACH - ADVERTISE PROVINCIALLY OR ACROSS THE COUNTRY!
For more information contact your local community newspaper or visit www.networkclassifi ed.org

OCNA Network Classifi eds Ads
(AD CENTRAL)

Week of
April 13

Posted
April 8

Western
Region Ads included 

This ad is to be printed by all participating Ontario papers

The Independent

All of Ontario’s teachers’ unions now have 
at least tentative contract agreements with 
the province.

The Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ 
Federation and the province announced a 
tentative deal today – OSSTF was the last 
union to reach a deal. 

So far, no details have been released and 
likely won’t be before the vote. 

OSSTF President Harvey Bischof in a 
news release says the union has been able to 
move the government on some of “its most 
egregious proposals.

“While this tentative agreement does not 
satisfy all of our concerns, we recognize 
the current environment we are in and the 
need for students to have stability once this 

emergency is over.
“Even now, educators continue to do their 

best for students during this crisis and look 
forward to welcoming them back to the 
face-to-face support we know is best for 
most students,” says Bischof.

Education Minister Stephen Lecce also 
applauded the deal.

“We will remain focused on the 
government’s dual priority of keeping 
students safe while ensuring the continuity 
of education,” says Lecce in a news release. 

“We remain determined to continuously 
strengthen teacher-led learning and virtual 
learning for the benefit of our students, 
and we continue to look to our educators 
to rise to the challenge and deliver quality 
education to every child, wherever they may 
live.”

Secondary teachers have tentative deal with province

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

A number of local events have been 
cancelled in the Oil Springs community as 
lockdown measures in Ontario remain in 
effect. 

Early casualties of the ban on gatherings 
in order to reduce the spread of COVID-19 
include the Spring Cleanup, and the annual 
Fun Fest. Mayor Ian Veen said even if the 
festival, which made its return in August 

of last year, were permitted to go ahead 
if social distancing rules were eased, it 
wouldn’t be worth the risk.

“With the Fun Fest, we thought that even 
if it is over [the lockdown], there is that 
chance, and we don’t want all the kids and 
everyone being together. We just figured it 
was better not to have it right now,” Veen 
says.

The verdict is still out on the Father’s 
Day Service, which council said a decision 
would be made on at their May 5 meeting. 

Oil Springs cancels Funfest for 2020

The Independent

A Lakeshore man is facing charges after an 
accident on Oil Heritage Road.

Lambton OPP, Lambton Emergency 
Medical Services and the Dawn-Euphemia 
Fire Department were called to a single 
vehicle roll over near Aberfeldy Line around 
7:25 pm April 16.

Police say the driver fled the scene on foot.
The West Region Canine and Emergency 

Response Team were called in to help find 
the driver. He was found inside a home.

The driver was checked by paramedics, 
and then arrested for impaired driving.

Aaron Doucett, 24, has also been charged 
with failing to remain at the scene of an 
accident.

Lakeshore man faces charges in roll over 

LambTOn OPP PHOTO

Lambton OPP say alcohol was a factor in a crash on Oil Heritage Line. 

University hopefuls can improve marks
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Lambton-Kent students pursuing post-
secondary education still have time to 
improve their marks for college and 
university transcripts – a crucial factor in 
the quest for admission and scholarships.

With schools ordered closed on March 14, 
any work completed up until March 13 will 
be the default mark sent off to universities 
and colleges for consideration, say officials 
at the Lambton-Kent District School Board. 
However, eager students will still have the 
opportunity to increase their grades.

“If students complete additional work 

between now and the end of April that do 
increase their mark, and therefore their 
opportunity at post-secondary, we will 
send out those improved marks,” director 
of education John Howitt said. Howitt also 
noted that no marks can go below what a 
student had achieved as of March 13. 

Graduating students will still be expected 
to obtain a final credit for their courses prior 
to entering post-secondary school. 

Students who have not completed the 40 
hours of community service or literacy test 
requirements will not be prevented from 
graduating.

Similar standards will apply to final marks 
for non-graduating students.
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Your guide to Petrolia business’s hours 
during this Public Emergency.TOWN OF PETROLIA New Business Hours

Phone: (519) 882-2350 • Fax: (519) 882-3373
411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia, ON, N0N 1R0
townpetroliaon.ca

Restaurants

Actor’s Casual Dining
TAKE OUT ONLY | Mon-Tue Closed  
Wed-Thu 11:30-7 | Fri 11:30-7 | Sat-Sun 4-7
519-882-0400 • www.actorscasualdining.ca

Crabby Joe’s - Petrolia
TAKE OUT & DELIVERY | Mon-Wed 12-7 | Thur 12-8 
Fri-Sat 12-9 | Sun 12-7
519-882-4848 • www.crabbyjoes.com

Godfathers Pizza - Petrolia
TAKE OUT Delivery after 4pm
Mon-Thu 11-10 | Fri-Sat 11-12 | Sun 11-10
519-882-0550 • www.godfatherspizza.ca

Johnny G’s Pizza Premium Pizza Plus
TAKE OUT & DELIVERY | Daily 4-8pm
519-882-2000 • find us on Facebook

Munchies
Mon-Sat 10-6 |Closed Sun | Serving All Day Breakfast
519-882-1000 • find us on Facebook

Petrolia Street Bakery
Special Orders Only | Please Call
226-932-0344 • find us on Facebook

Wise Guys Inc
TAKE OUT & FREE DELIVERY | Online Ordering
Mon-Thr 4-8 | Fri-Sat 4-9 | Sun 4-8
519-882-7499 • www.wiseguysinc.ca

Petrolia Pizza & Subs
TAKE OUT ONLY | Mon-Thu 11-8 | Fri-Sat 11-9
519-882-1886 • www.petroliapizza.com

Staffy’s Sandwiches
TAKE OUT & DELIVERY | Mon-Fri 11-6 | Sat 11-4
519-381-1712 • find us on Facebook

Subway - Petrolia
Mon-Fri 7-12 | Sat 8-12 | Sun 9-10
519-882-4215 • www.subway.com

Tim Hortons - Petrolia
DRIVE THROUGH ONLY | 24 Hours
519-882-4774 • www.timhortons.ca

Athena’s Restaurant
TAKE OUT ONLY | 11 - Dinner Time | Delivery Available
519-882-1998 • www.athenas-diner.business.site

Bud’s Family Pizza
FREE DELIVERY | Mon-Wed 3-8:30 | Thr 10-12, 3-9:30 
Fri 10-9:30 | Sat 3-9:30| Sun 3-8:30
519-882-0000 • find us on Facebook

**This list is correct to the best of our ability as of noon, April 21, 2020.  Should we have 
missed a business, or your situation has changed we apologize.  We advise that residents 

always call ahead to ensure that the service listed is still available.  Thank you for your 
assistance in adhering to the parameters set out for social distancing and for meeting the 

requests of our merchants, and for shopping in Petrolia.**

Retail
Always in Bloom
Mother’s Day Orders
Delivery | Curbside Pick Up
519-882-9034 • www.alwaysinbloom.ca 

Cash & Carry Feed Bin
Mon-Fri 8-5:30 | Sat 8:30-1
519-882-0166 • www.cashncarryfeed.com

Family Discount Depot
Call for Orders & Curbside Pick Up
519-882-4885 • find us on Facebook

Heidi’s Your Independent Grocer
7-8am Seniors Only Shopping 
Daily 8am-6pm | Delivery Available 519-882-2211

519-882-2211 • www.yourindependentgrocer.ca

Brooke Telecom - Petrolia
Phone Assistance Available
519-844-2160 • www.brooketel.coop

Juce Computers
Mon-Fri 9-5 | Remote Service Only | Call Ahead
519-882-2121 • www.jucecomputers.com

Lambton BMR PRO
Mon-Fri 7:30-5| Sat Closed  
Curbside Pickup or Delivery
519-882-3080 • www.bmr.co

Leisure Lane
Phone Assistance Available
519-882-2311 • find us on Facebook

LCBO
Mon Closed | Tue-Sun 11-6
519-882-2010 • www.lcbo.com

Mr. B’s
Phone Assistance Available
519-882-3111 • find us on Facebook

Petrolia Home Hardware
Curbside Pick Up | Mon-Sat 9-4
Call in Orders | 519-882-0920
petroliahomehardware@hotmail.com

M&M Food Market
Online or Phone Ordering 
Mon-Sat 9-6 | Sun 11-5 | Delivery in town if necessary
519-882-4316 • www.mmfoodmarket.com

Circle K - Petrolia
24 Hours
519-882-2640 •www.circlek.com

Choice Dollar 1-2-3
4141 Petrolia Line • 519-882-0532

CIBC Bank - Petrolia
OPEN | Mon-Fri 10-4
519-882-1357 • www.cibc.com

Caldwell Banker Real Estate
By Appointment Only
519-331-8335 
www.coldwellbankersouthwest.ca

Canada Post - Petrolia
Requesting that mail be dropped in outside box
4129 Petrolia Line • www.canadapost.ca

Hub International - Petrolia
Phone or Email Assistance
519-882-5831 
tara.palominos@hubinternational.com

Erickson’s Auto Care
Mon-Fri 8-5:30 | Sat by Appointment  
U-Haul Rentals Available
519-882-3652

Manulife Securities
Phone Assistance Only
519-882-4384 • www.manulifebank.ca

John Duff Limited
Mon-Fri 8:30-3:30pm | Call for Info
519-882-0740 • www.johnduff.ca

Heritage Esso 
Mon-Fri 6-8 | Sat 7-8 | Sun 8-8
519-882-3228 • www.esso.ca

Co-Operators Insurance
Phone Assistance Only | Mon-Fri 9-5
519-882-4880 • www.cooperators.ca

EXIT Realty
By Appointment
519-882-4400 • www.336exit.com

Focus Financial
By Appointment (Virtual meeting)
519-433-0101 ext 106 - Mike Bryans

H&R Block - Petrolia
OPEN | Drop Offs Only
519-491-3115 • www.hrblock.ca

MacFarlane’s Chevrolet Buick GMC
Service Department Open by Appointment
519-882-1090 • find us on Facebook

Health Care

The Independent
Phone Assistance Only | Mon-Fri 9-5
226-738-0728 • www.petrolialambtonindependent.ca

The Rooted Bohemiam
Products & Hair Tools Available
Message on Facebook • 519-882-8733

RE/MAX Petrolia
By Appointment
519-882-0392 • www.remax-sarnia-on.com

TD Bank - Petrolia
Mon-Fr 10-6
519-882-0320 • www.td.com

Victoria Playhouse Petrolia
Phone Assistance Only | Mon-Fri 10-5
519-882-1221 • www.thevpp.ca

Sunlife Insurance - Petrolia
By Appointment 519-882-0909 ext 104
519-882-0909 • www.sunlife.ca

Scotia Bank - Petrolia
Mon-Fri 10 - 2
519-882-0410 • www.scotiabank.com

Lambton Audiology
Phone Orders Only | Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30
226-738-0401 • www.lambtonaudiology.com

Lambton Chiropractic
Acute Patients & Emergency Care ONLY
519-882-1880 • www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

OASIS hair.mind.body
Online Orders through facebook or 
instagram | Delivery available
519-882-1999 • find us on Facebook

New You Professional Hair Design
Hair Products Available | Pick Up Delivery
519-882-1511 • find us on Facebook

Petrolia Foot Clinic
Open for Emergencies
519-882-0019 • www.petroliafootclinic.com

Petrolia Optometry
Open for Emergencies
226-738-0505 • www.petroliaoptometry.ca

Hogan Pharmacy
Mon-Fri 9-7 | Sat-Sun 10-5 
Free Delivery for prescriptions
519-882-1840 • www.hoganpharmacy.com

Discovery Animal Hospital
Mon-Fri 9-6 | Sat 9-12
519-882-1840 •find us on Facebook

Circle Studio
Virtual Studio Available
226-738-0668 • www.circlestudiopetrolia.com

Service

Sitek & Company
Phone Assistance Available
519-882-0706 • find us on Facebook

Sitek Tailor Shop
Phone Assistance Available 
519-882-3111 • find us on Facebook

The Olive Tree
Porch Deliveries Available
519-882-4499 • www.theolivetreepetrolia.com

Victorian Country Flowers
Online Sales | Mother’s Day orders
Delivery | No Contact Pick Up |  E-transfer Available
519-882-4451 • Find us on Facebook

Weiland Meats
OPEN | Mon-Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-3:30
519-882-8767 • find us on Facebook

Windover Nurseries
Online or Phone Orders  
jwindovernurseries.com | Curbside Pick Up
519-882-0120 • www.windovernurseries.com

X-Cel Wines
Limited Hours Call First
519-882-1121 • www.xcelwines.com

The Beer Store
No Recycling 
Mon-Thu 10-6 |Fri 10-7| Sat 10-6 | Sun 12-5
519-882-1920 • www.thebeerstore.ca

The Bargain Shop
Mon-Sat 10-5 | Sun 12Noon-5
519-882-0057 • www.thebargainshop.com

Specialty Rubber Stamps
Service Ontario 1-800-267-8097
Mon-Fri 8:30-5
www.specialtyrubberstamps.com

21 Shell & Variety
Mon-Fri 6-9 | Sat 7-9 | Sun 8-9
519-882-1630 • www.shell.com

BDO Canada - Petrolia
Drop Off ONLY | Mon-Fri 8:30-5
519-882-3333 • www.bdo.ca

Brokerlink Insurance
Phone Assistance Or E-mail ONLY
519-882-2470 • onwserviceteam@brokerlin.ca

Petrolia Mercantile & Tea
Limited Hours | call 519-882-0238

Sports
LCCVI grad named Co-Rookie of the year for Lambton College soccer
Barry Wright
The Independent

Petrolia’s Mitchell McAuley 
has been chosen as co-Rookie of 
the Year for the Lambton College 
Lions men’s soccer side this 
season. 

The announcement was made 
online since the college was not 

able to hold its annual in-person 
athletic awards evening due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“Mitchell McAuley might be one 
of the best players we have seen 
at heading the ball, not because 
of his size, but because of his will 
and determination,” says the Lions 
coaching staff Shane Bettridge 
and Adam Lakey in a statement. 

“Going against defenders that 
often towered above him, his 
tenacity and desire to get the ball 
led to him scoring a number of 
tremendous and timely goals. 

“Overall, Mitchell was our 
leading scorer this year. But more 
importantly, he seamlessly fit 
into the team structure, took on 
whatever role he was asked and 

provided an edge and spark that 
often motivated his teammates.”  

The LCCVI grad led the Lions 
with four goals in nine games this 
season, including scoring both 
markers in a 2-2 draw against 
Mohawk last September.  

He and his Lambton mates 
finished sixth this past season with 
a 3-5-1 record, qualifying for the 

OCAA playoffs for the first time in 
25 years.  

Surrendering a pair of second 
half goals, the Lions lost 3-1 to 
Oshawa’s Durham College Lords 
in the first round of the postseason, 
but were able to hold their heads 
high as Durham went on to win 
both the Ontario and Canadian 
college soccer championships.

Spring sports cancelled or on hold to end of May
The local baseball season in the 

region is still at least six weeks away 
after Baseball Ontario extended the 
moratorium on games and activities 
until the end of next month.

“Baseball Ontario remains 
committed to the safety of the baseball 
community. While the COVID-19 
situation remains fluid, we are 

continuing to monitor the situation,” 
said the provincial body in a statement 
this week. 

“Based on the guidelines of the 
provincial government and public 
health authorities, the suspension of 
all in-person baseball programs and 
activities is being extended until May 
31, 2020”

Meantime, Softball Ontario and the 
Ontario Soccer Association also have 
moratoriums in place.  

And Wrestling Canada has cancelled 
all its national events and rescheduled 
them for 2021.  

Several Sarnia-Lambton wrestlers 
had qualified to compete on the 
national level this year.

Port Lambton man named college Golfer of the Year
Winning twice and finishing second three times 

in six tournaments, Brendan Seys of the Wayne 
State University Warriors has been named the 
Men’s Golfer of the Year by the Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association.

 Seys is from Port Lambton, and studied in the 
US. 

Aside from being named Golfer of the year, he 
was also named to the First team conference all-

star team for the third time.  
He had previously been chosen to the second 

all-star team and was named GLIAC Freshman 
Golfer of the Year following his rookie season at 
the Detroit school in 2016-17.

 His stroke average of 70.5 over 14 rounds this 
season led the Warriors.  His 54-hole score of 209 
at an event in Ohio earlier this year set a record 
for the lowest three-round score in school history. Brendan

Seys

GM Sinclair leaves Sting
The 10-year marriage between the Sarnia Sting and 

Nick Sinclair is over.  
The team has announced that Sinclair will not return as 

general manager for the 2020-21 OHL campaign, but will 
pursue “other opportunities” instead. 

Sinclair has been a scout and director of player 
personnel for the Sting and has spent the past five seasons 
as its GM. He was also Director of Hockey Operations 
for one of the three Team Canada entries at the World 
Under-17 Hockey Challenge last season. 

Sinclair thanked the current owners - Derian Hatcher 
and David Legwand - and the past leadership.

“I would also like to thank (former owners) Rob and 
Larry Ciccarelli for giving me my first opportunity to be 
a general manager in the Ontario Hockey League back in 
2014. I have had the pleasure of working alongside some 
incredible people during my time in Sarnia.”  

The Sting has made no comment on the situation other 
than wish Sinclair the best in his future endeavours.  

The team has yet to name a replacement.
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April 22, 2020

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We all love you & best wishes on your Birthday
XXXOOO

Sister, Wife, Mother, Step Mom, Aunt, 
Grandmother & Great Grandmother

75oh years old

& she is only

Andrea Ronholm

FARM TENDER
100 Acres of farm land only, approx. 60 Workable, potential building site, to 
be sold by real estate tender. All tenders to be received by noon, may 15, 
2020. For details contact Leo Shanahan, Real Estate Sales Representative, 
Shanahan Realty Inc. Brokerage, 519-849-6684

Farm Location: Part lot 34, concession 11, Dawn Euphemia. 
(bare Farm Starts at corner of Cameron road and Aughrim 
Line, Dawn Euphemia) signs on farm. (Farm will be sold 
subject to sellers reserve price.) 

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

FARMS
F O R  S A L E

Thank You
Thank you to all who helped me 

celebrate my birthday with many cards, 
phone calls and best wishes. Also to 

the surprise trumpet player. It was all 
greatly appreciated.

Jean Zavitz

I wish to extend a 
sincere thank you to 

the Postal Workers for 
there continued efforts 
during this pandemic. 

You have all been 
amazing in this time 

and we 
appreciate all 
the work you 

are doing.

Sincerely, 
Lorna

KAVANAGH
Patrick

Surrounded by family and friends 
at his Petrolia home on Friday, 
April 17, 2020, Patrick Neil 
Kavanagh passed away at the age 
of 61. Father to Morgan Kavanagh 
and Dana (Andy) Bright and their 
children Raelynn and Harper. Dear 
brother to Steven Kavanagh and 
Michael Kavanagh (Karen). Dear 
friend to Jolene and Pat Bennett 
and their children Nathan, Carter 
and Issabella. Predeceased by 
his parents William and Frances 
Kavanagh. Survived by his father’s 
second wife, Ruth-Anne. Pat had a 
love of classic cars, especially his 
own 1977 light blue Corvette. He 
worked at LKDSB as a custodian 
for the better part of 8 years and 
loved every minute of it. He was 
a well known diehard HABS fan 
and was a member of the Sunday 
morning Old Timers Hockey 
team here in Petrolia. Due to 
the current circumstances, a 
Celebration Of Life will take 
place at a later date. In lieu 
of flowers, as an expression of 
sympathy, memorial donations 
may be made to Petrolia 
Minor Hockey or the Canadian 
Cancer Society (Cancer.ca). 
Memories and condolences 
may be shared online at  
w w w . n e e d h a m j a y . c o m . 
 
 
 

Obituary

BOURNE
Vallorie

Vallorie “Arlene” – Died peacefully 
on Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at 
Trillium Villa Nursing Home. Sar-
nia.  ARLENE BOURNE “Flip” (nee 
Cassan) was formerly of Petrolia 
and was in her 87th year.  Arlene 
was the loving wife of the late Roy 
(Bud) Bourne (1980). She will be 
missed by her children Heather 
(Dale) Bourne, Sandra McAvoy, 
Scot (Michelle) Bourne, and 
Shawn Bourne; her grandchildren 
Zachary (Valerie) Russell, Nathan 
(Alicia) Russell, Jacklyn Russell, Lo-
gan McAvoy, Rielle (Alex) Dufour, 
Leena Bourne, and Billy Bourne; 
her great granddaughter Vivian  
Russell; her friend Bob Campbell; 
her sister in law Maddy Bourne 
- Pauschenwein ; her best friend 
Margaret Dee; her many nieces 
and nephews; and the countless 
friends who’s lives she touched. 
Arlene is predeceased by her par-
ents Perry and Eva Cassan, her 
sisters, Mary Stewardson, Sheila 
McCallum, Margaret Atyeo, and 
her brothers Fred, Ted, and Har-
ris Cassan. Arlene’s favorite say-
ing and one that she lived by was 
“Those who mind, don’t matter. 
Those who matter, don’t mind“.  
She changed our world, with her 
laughter, food and music. A pri-
vate family service and inter-
ment will be held on Tuesday, 
April 21, 2020 in Petrolia.  A cel-
ebration of life for Arlene will be 
held at a later date.  Interment 
in Hillsdale Cemetery, Petrolia. 
Expressions of sympathy, memo-
rial donations may made to Heart 
and Stroke Foundation (www.
heartandstroke.ca) or Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society (www.
llscanda.org). Memories and con-
dolences may be shared online at 

www.needhamjay.com. 

Obituary

In Memory

Card of Thanks

Card of Thanks

Real Estate

Celebration

Card of Thanks

This information is provided as a community service. 
For detailed information, please refer to the funeral home website listing.

TUESDAY, April 14

McCORMACK, Elsa
Age 90, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

WEDNESDAY, April 15

HENDRIKSA, Maria
Age 76, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

LESTER, Sharen
Age 76, of Sarnia
D..J. Robb Funeral Home

RAWSON, W. Clayton
Age 85, of Corunna
McCormack Funeral Home

BOURNE, Arlene
Age 87, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

THrUSDAY, April 16

KALDEWAY, John
Age 72, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

PALOMBO, Antonietta
Age 73, of Sarnia
McKenzie & Blundy Funeral Home

ANDERSON, Maxine
Age 87, of Petrolia
Smith Funeral Home

SCOTLAND, Dorothy
Age 89, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

COLLINS, Eileen Mary
Age 73, of Sarnia
Denning’s of Forest

FriDAY, April 17

HORN, Hazel Joan
McCormack Funeral Home

KAVANAGH, patrick
Age 61, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

STUBBINGTON, Carl
Age 84, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

SATUrDAY, April 18

CRUMB, Arnold
McCormack Funeral Home

McBEATH, Jessie May
Age 82, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

OAKES, Ann Marie
Age 84, of Sarnia
McKenzie & Blundy Funeral Home

SUNDAY, April 19

PEARSON, James
Age 80, of Forest
Denning’s of Forest

HELWIG, Kenneth
Age 88, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

Death Notices Apr. 14 to Apr. 20, 2020

Thanks to Heidi’s Grocery 
& Staff for the birthday 
cake & flowers on my  
87th Birthday! It was 
greatly Appreciated.

Shirley Kelly

WANTED TO BUY 
- Old items - cam-
eras, bottles, sealers, 
insulators, razors, 
pottery, toys, Cole-
man lanterns, sports 
items, comic books, 
jewelery, watches, 
license plates, early 
furniture, signs, ad-
vertising, pens, mu-
sical instruments, ra-
dios, cups & saucers. 
Call Chad Howlett 
519-639-9102.

WANTED

Farmland - Younger 
Farm family looking 
for an opportunity to 
moderately expand 
cash crop acres by 
sharecrop, rent or 
lease. Competitive 
Rates. Please call 
Shawn at Font Farms 
519-384-2855.

Wanted

BOB’S TAx SERVICE -  
256 Warwick Street, Watford, 
Personal, Small Farm, Small Busi-
ness, Rentals, Self Employed, 
Prior Years, e-filer, Fast De-
pendable Service, Reasonable 
Rates, Call Robert Alcock for  
Appointment - 519-876-2360.

Services Offered

Helping Hands 
in Petrolia is a 

Facebook Group 
to connect willing 

helpers with those 
in need in their 

communities.

This Public Service 
Announcement is 
brought to you by

Betty Hext
March 27,1943 –April 20, 2016

In Loving Memory of

Those we LOVE don’t GO away….
They WALK beside us everyday.

Unseen, unheard, 
but always NEAR….

Still loved, still MISSED 
and very dear.

Forever In Our Hearts
From your loving husband Bob , 

Children(Tammy, Pam, Kerri, Scott) 
and grandchildren

Reception Hall Rentals
  Weddings
  Anniversaries
  Funerals
  Business Meetings

Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Up to 150 seating capacity
Fully licensed by AGCO

Bookings and information 
call: (519) 845 0011 or 845 3333TM

for all classi�ed ads is  

Monday at 12 noon
for the paper that prints and distributes Wed-Thurs

DEADLINE
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St. Andrew’s
Prebyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In this time of Social distancing we 
invite you to join a virtual congrega-

tion and watch the Sunday morn-
ing worship at Knox Presbyterian 

Church in Thedford.
9:30am Service - Live

www.kpcthedford.com
www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

Due to the COVID-19 virus. 
 We hope to start services again on 

April 5th. We will keep you  
updated about any changes.

Join Us for Worship - All are Welcome
Church Office 519-845-3963

Find us on Facebook

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

We will be closed until further notice   
due to the COVID-19 virus. 

Please Stay Safe!
Rev. Susan Cameron

10:30am Service
Church Office: 519-882-1390

stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia
SERVICE SUSPENDED 

until further notice
in compliance with Ontario Corona 

Virus meeting guidelines
Pastor: Alex Craig

Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com

www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Christ Church Anglican
414 Oil Street, Petrolia

All worship services in the 
Anglican Diocese of Huron are 
suspended until further notice. 

Please continue to hold one 
another and our communities in 

your prayers.
Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee

Church Office 519-882-1430
christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

GB Excavating
Excavating/Septic

Steve Greer
Owner

4396 Nauvoo Rd.
Watford ON
N0M 2S0
519-494-1855

gbexc@brktel.on.ca
gbexcavating.ca

Advertise your business
or service here

for as little as

$29.50 per week.
Call and find out more

226-738-0728

PRO-TAX
Professional INCOME TAX SERVICES

 jam_jo11@hotmail.com
Joanne Jamieson

(Pro-Tax is a division of Teogotha Inc.)

3927 Petrolia Line
519-882-2966

Appointment
Only

...................
Pick up & Delivery

Available

 www.protaxpetrolia.com

PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Local events that have been cancelled or postponed because of 
the coronavirus outbreak.

POSTPONED EvENTS
DATE LOCATION EVENT DATE
Mar 16 Petrolia St. Paul’s United Church Irish Dinner & Concert  TBD
Mar 26 Wyoming Wyoming Wee Ones Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser  TBD

Mar 
29

Petrolia Petrolia Optimist Run for the Groceries Draw/Event TBD

Apr 8 Petrolia Petrolia Community Theatre production of “Sandy Toes & Salty Kisses” 
NOW Postpoined until 2021

Apr 11 Alvinston Alvinston& District Optimist Club Triva Night TBD
Apr 18 Alvinston The Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston Large Item Day – Moved to Fall
Apr 17 Petrolia Town of Petrolia Large Item Collection                TBD
Apr 28 Petrolia The Victoria Playhouse Opening 2020 season has been postponed until  

June 2, 2020. Please contact the VPP with questions 519-882-1221
May 1 Petrolia Town of Petrolia Large Item Collection  TBD
May 1 Wyoming Plympton & Wyoming Agricultural Society Annual Salad Luncheon New Date 

TBD 519-845-3161
May 2 Oil Springs Oil Springs Rabies Vaccination Pet Clinic TBD
May 
23

Enniskillen Enniskille Rabies Vaccination Pet Clinic  TBD

Jun 17 Petrolia Petrolia Lions FREE Senior Picnic BBQ TBD
Jun 

19-21
Alvinston Alvinston Pro Rodeo has been moved to August 28, 29 & 30, 2020  

www.alvinstonprorodeo.com
Jun 21 Alvinston Alvinston & District Optmist Club’s Cowboy Breakfast has been moved tio 

August 30, 2020

CANCELLED EvENTS
DATE LOCATION EVENT CONTACT INFO
Apr 23 Petrolia Petrolia Lions Club Meat Raffle
Apr 23 Petrolia Petrolia Optimist Meat Raffle
Apr 23 Petrolia Petrolia Legion Fun Darts
Apr 24 Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle/ Catch the Ace

Apr 
24-25

Petrolia Petrolia’s Annual Town Wide Garage Sale Days. Provincial Police will be 
patrolling the community that weekend and fines will start at $750.00 for 
anyone that should choose to proceed.

Apr 25 Lambton Lambton Husehold Hazardous Waste Depot at Clean Harbours
Apr 25 Oil Springs Oil Springs Legion Meat Raffle
Apr 25 Alvinston Alvinston Legion Meat Raffle in support of the Alvinston Ace’s
Apr 25 Petrolia Petrolia Legion Meat Raffle
Apr 25 Sarnia Bluewater Anglers Club Spring Derby Outing
Apr 27 Petrolia Petrolia First Baptist Church “Me Time” 
Apr 27 Watford Watford Legion Darts
Apr 28 Watford Watfrod Legion Euchre
Apr 29 Alvinston Alvinston Guthrie Church Free Lunch
Apr 29 Petrolia Petrolia Library workshop “Eviction Basics”

May 
1-10

Sarnia Bluewater Anglers 44th Annual Salmon Derby  519-869-2593 

May 2 Wyoming Wyoming Legion Ladies Auxlilary Vendor and Craft Show
May 2 Oil Springs Oil Springs Legion Meat Raffle
May 2 Petrolia Petrolia Legion Meat Raffle
May 6 Wyoming Wyoming Lions Meat BINGO
May 
10

Petrolia Petrolia Lions Mothers Day LEO Breakfast

May 
10

Alvinston Alvinston & District OptimistClub’s Mother’s Day Brunch  519-898-2946

May 
11

Petrolia Petrolia First Baptist Church Puzzlemania / Games Galore Night

May 
18

Watford 
Alvinston

Watford Alvinston Road Race - full refunds will be given to those who 
pre-registered

May 
20

Camlachie Bible Study Group at the Camlachie United Church.

May 
27

Petrolia Petrolia Library ‘s free workshop for legal advise regrading Landlord & 
Tenant Board

May 
30

Sarnia Bluewater Anglers “Kids Training Day” 

Jun 21 Petrolia Petrolia Lions Fathers Day Breakfast & Car Show
Jun 21 Watford Watford Annual Yard Sale Day
Jul 10 Florence Florence Truck & Tractor Pull 

In LAMBTOn
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Stop the Spread
COVID-19 can be deadly.
Stay home. Save lives.

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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