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Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Joyce Veenstra of Petrolia comforts her granddaughter, Audrey Larsen, as they watch Oil Springs firefighters 
cut through the roof of the Larsen’s home on Oil Springs Line Monday afternoon. Some of the one-storey 
building could be salvaged and no one was injured in the fire. For more on the story see pg 2.

Comfort from grandmaHelping the neighbours

Heather Wright
The Independent

It’s being billed as the largest 
food drive in rural Lambton.

A group of community volun-
teers has launched Neighbour-
2Neighbour-Lambton County’s 
Biggest Rural Food Drive.

Al Broad, the mayor of Dawn-
Euphemia who is one of the 
volunteers, says on Nov. 7, vol-
unteers will fan out across rural 
Lambton to collect canned food 
and non-perishables to distribute 
to local food programs. 

“We’re asking people across 
rural Lambton to help people 
struggling to put food on the 
table during the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Broad told Lambton 
County councillors Wednesday.

“It doesn’t matter how big or 
small the donation is, we hope 
neighbours will help out their 

neighbours.”
The food drive is modeled 

after the highly-successful May 
16 Miracle in Chatham-Kent. A 
group of community volunteers 
concerned about those strug-
gling in the pandemic came up 
with a food drive that would be 
easy for people to participate in 
without people gathering.

Like Chatham-Kent, Broad 
says the committee is seeking 
the help of Lambton Public 
Health to create safety protocols 
for the volunteers helping out on 
Nov. 7.

Broad says volunteers will 
be asked to work with people 
in their households and wear 
masks as they collect the canned 
goods.

Chatham-Kent’s drive brought 
in 680,000 pounds of food. 
Broad isn’t sure how much 
food can be gathered in rural 
Lambton. “I think we all know 
food banks in Lambton County 
opened their doors to more 
people since the pandemic 
began.” 

SEE NEIGHBOUR PG 2

Rural Lambton’s 
biggest food 
drive launched

Pass the turkey, but just to family
Heather Wright
The Independent

Public health officials hope 
there are fewer people around 
your Thanksgiving table Mon-
day.

Local health officials and 
provincial leaders are urging 
people just to socialize with 
people living in your house - 
even on the traditional family 
holiday - Thanksgiving.

The latest 2020 disappoint-
ment comes as the number of 
people contracting COVID-19 
- particularly in large urban 
centres - hovers between 500 
and 700 daily.

Wednesday, Ontario’s Chief 
Medical Officer of Health, 
Dr. David Williams, released 
modelling showing without a 
concerted effort in the province, 

the number of people infected 
could rise to 1,000 daily by mid-
October.

Williams says the province 
does not want to return to 
lockdown or close businesses 
because of the impacts on men-
tal health and the economy. 

The province has already 
reduced the number of people 
at indoor private gatherings to 
10 and outdoor gatherings to 
25. It’s also moved last call at 
restaurants and bars to 11 pm. 
Officials say as many as half 
the people who were infected 
with COVID-19 had been in a 
restaurant or bar recently.

Williams is watching to see 
the effect of the changes adding 
new measures, he says, will be 
‘surgical’ hoping to ease the 
impacts.

SEE THANKSGIVING PG 2
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ENDLESS JOY

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
Let not the mighty man glory in his might,
Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;
But let him who glories glory in this,
That he understands and knows Me,
That I am the Lord, exercising loving kindness,
Judgment and righteousness in the earth.” Jeremiah 9: 23-24

People and circumstances change everyday, making happiness an ‘elusive’ goal,
Success and prosperity can disappear, only God’s love satisfy’s the soul.
Without Jesus, life is no more than repetitive cycles, mimicked, each day,
Perishable pursuits bring emptiness; self-centerness blinds the way.

From an earthly perspective, death is the ultimate equalizer, of all,
But, Jesus sacrificial gift at Calvary, defeated death thru satan’s fall.
The only true purpose of life, is to ‘revere’ and ‘obey’, God’s will,
One irrevocable breath, a lifetime, squandered or endlessly filled?

One question lingers, balancing ‘Eternal’ life or death, for you and me,
Is He Lord of your life, has His ‘redeeming’ Blood, ‘cleansed’ and set you ‘free’?

His Promise
Dear Lord Jesus, this ‘Thanksgiving’ finds me thankless and so separated from you.
Please ‘forgive’ all my sins; I invite you into my heart to be Lord of my life.
I will live for you alone and ‘thank-you’ for your redeeming blood, which you shed at
Calvary for me and the assurance of an ‘Eternal’ home in Heaven, with you.Amen.

GROGAN FORD LINCOLNGROGAN-WATFORD

WARWICK TOWNSHIP 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
ONE (1) PUBLIC WORKS LABOURER/HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR, ON-CALL SEASONAL 
This is a Union Position, CUPE. Local 2393.3

Wages based on approved CUPE Collective Agreement

Successful applicant will work on an “On-Call” basis from November 15 to April 
15 annually. Once annual training requirements completed, hours are not 
guaranteed and are weather dependent.

REQUIREMENTS ARE:
•	 Ability to organize tasks and complete them on a timely and effective basis.
•	 Demonstrated knowledge in the use of appropriate equipment associated 

with the position: Backhoe, grader, tandem truck, tractor and vehicles.
•	 Physical ability to undertake significant physical labour.
•	 Valid Ontario Driver’s Licence for equipment outlined, minimum DZ.
•	 Secondary school graduation, preferably from a technical program or an 

equivalent combination of experience and education.
•	 Courses in specific functions and/or equipment preferred (Winter Control, 

Road Grading).

Resumes will be received until 12:00 noon on October 16th, 2020 and shall be 
addressed to:

Andrew Maver – Public Works Manager
Township of Warwick,

6332 Nauvoo Road, R.R. #8
Watford, Ontario N0M 2S0

Work (519)849-3926
Fax (519)849-6136

Email to MEsselment@warwicktownship.ca

CON’T FROM PG 1
“Donations aren’t as plentiful this year because 

many churches and community groups simply 
aren’t meeting because of COVID-19,” Broad 
says. “We’re encouraging everyone to think about 
how they can contribute to this food drive.”

The group has created a website - www.
n2nfooddrive.com - where volunteers can sign 
up to help in their community. The website and 
social media will be used to explain what dona-
tions are most needed and to issue challenges to 
different parts of the community.

Broad is hoping Lambton residents will support 
the food drive and help their neighbours.

“We know there are people in our community 
that have lost their jobs or who aren’t working as 
many hours and they need our help. This is a very 
simple and effective way to do that.”

Neighbour2Neighbour food drive launched

FOOD DRIVE
Neighbour Neighbour

Lambton County’s Biggest Rural

Smoke detector alerts Oil Springs woman
Heather Wright
The Independent

Friends and family have pitched in to help an 
Oil Springs family whose home caught fire Mon-
day afternoon.

April Larsen was sleeping in her Oil Springs 
Line home Monday afternoon when she heard the 
smoke detector go off, according to Oil Springs 
Fire Chief Al Charlton. 

Kim Kramer was driving by at 3:45 pm. “I saw 
the smoke and the fire coming out of the side of 
the house,” she told The Independent Monday. 

“It was crackling and there were sparks coming 
out of the ground,” Kramer says. 

Another witness says fire was coming through 
the roof before firefighters arrived.

 Al Charlton says the investigation is ongoing 
but the source of the fire seems to be an electrical 
panel. 

The Ontario Fire Marshal’s office was going to 
be consulted on the cause.

Because the home is just a few hundred meters 
from the fire department, crews were able to 
contain the fire and some of the home is intact 
although there is heavy damage to the front room 
and water and smoke damage in the attic.

“We were able to knock it down in the front 
room. It did get into the attic so there will be a lot 
of smoke and water damage.”

Joyce Veenstra is Larsen’s mother. She was on 
hand to comfort her daughter, Anthony, April’s 
husband and their two children, Audrey and 
Kingsley.

Tuesday, she told The Independent family is 
staying with her for the time being. The children, 
she says, are doing surprising well. April and 
Anthony are having a harder time but have been 
encouraged by the generousity of their neigh-
bours.

April’s friend, Tina Tongana, started a fund-

raiser on social media hoping to raise $5,000 to 
help cover some of the family’s expenses until 
the insurance money comes in.

A day after the fire, over $5,800 had been 
pledged to help the family get on its feet at the 
Larsen Family Emergency Fund on Facebook.

It’s not clear how long it will take to determine 
the exact cause of the fire.

Charlton adds ironically, he and the deputy 
chief were out on Shiloh Line handing out fire 
prevention materials at the time the call came in.

Heather Wright Photo

The Oil Springs fire department had help from 
Dawn-Euphemia to contain a blaze at a home 
on Oil Springs Line Monday.

Thanksgiving celebrations just for your house
Con’t from pg 1

In Lambton, the number of people contracting 
the virus has been relatively low. There were just 
seven people in all of September in the area who 
were diagnosed with COVID-19. At press time, 
just one person was still actively ill.

But Lambton’s Medical Officer of Health, Dr. 
Sudit Ranade, says everyone should be concerned 
with the growing number of cases in Toronto and 
how that will affect the way we live in the next 
few months.

“We are now starting to reach levels that we 
have seen at the very beginning of this that 
resulted in widespread restrictions and closures,” 
says Ranade.

This means there will be difficult decisions 
in the coming weeks. “The policy question 
that’s being actively discussed is what are 
the interventions that we need to bring those 
numbers down. Do we have to go all the way 
back to closures, or can we do some targeted 
interventions that might make a difference? It’s 
unclear at this point what the best strategy should 
be,” Ranade says. 

“In terms of the likelihood of closures and 

restrictions, we are in a very challenging 
situation,” says Ranade. 

“We know that they work. But we also know 
that they have devastating impacts on the 
community the longer and longer they go. 

“The challenge is what level of risk and what 
level of disease transmission are we prepared to 
accept as an ongoing baseline before we decide 
that more intervention is necessary.”

While those questions are being discussed, 
public health is asking people to do all they 
can to stop the spread of COVID-19, including 
limiting Thanksgiving celebrations to just the 
people you live with.

And he says, if people are joining you, you 
should be wearing a mask.

“The virus does not care why you are 
socializing…it is fully and purely a function of 
how long you are with people, how close you are 
to them.”

Premier Doug Ford weighed in on the matter, 
first telling reporters Tuesday they would have no 
more than 10 people at Thanksgiving in his house 
this year. Later he tweeted out he would only 
have members of his house around the table.
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Charlotte’s 
Corner

For more information on mental health and addiction services, go to www.bluewaterhealth.ca.  

– ADVERTORIAL –

Mental Health

experiencing mild to moderate depression and/or 
anxiety. It is delivered over the phone with a coach 
and through online videos, giving you access to 
tools that will support you on your path to mental 
wellness. There is also a long list of Ted Talks on 
mental health topics available online, including 
Andrew Solomon’s, “Depression, the secret we 
share.”
If you wish to seek further help, St. Clair Child and Youth’s services are available 
for those under 18, and can be reached at 519-337-3701. The Central Lambton 
Family Health Team (CLFHT) offers short-term counseling for patients who 
are experiencing challenges in their life. Also, the Canadian Mental Health 
Association (CMHA) Lambton-Kent works in partnership with CLFHT offering 
remote case management and crisis support to the community.
Bluewater Health offers addiction and withdrawal management services 
for those struggling with substance use, including drugs, alcohol, and/or 
prescription medications. Community withdrawal management staff are on-site 
at Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital of Bluewater Health on Mondays and 
can be reached seven days a week at 519-332-HOPE (4673). A referral is not 
required.  
Since the start of COVID-19, there has been a spike in Canada’s domestic 
violence statistics. If you find your well-being at risk, Bluewater Health’s Sexual 
Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Centre has a highly-trained team who can 
provide services such as medical and forensic care, and referrals to counseling, 
shelters, and/or legal services. Support is available 24/7. Come to Bluewater 
Health’s Emergency Department in Sarnia or call 519-464-4522.

October is Mental Health Awareness 
Month, and with the season growing 
colder and the social distancing 
that comes with COVID-19, it is 
natural for many of us to feel a 
sense of isolation or loneliness. It 
is important for everyone to monitor 
their mental health and be aware of 
the resources available.
If you are struggling with feelings of 
depression or anxiety, a good first 
step is to check out online resources. 
BounceBack (bouncebackontario.
ca) is a free program for those 
15 years and older who are 

Remember you are not alone and there are always people available to 
support you. If you are in crisis, call the Lambton Mental Health Crisis Line 
at 519-336-3445 or 800-307-4319. It’s available 24 hours per day including 
weekends and holidays. 433 St.George St. • Dresden

519-683-2463
www.facebook.com/babcockjewellers

Oct. 6th - 24th
Tues, Wed,  

Thurs & Sat: 9 - 4
Special Sale Hours  

Friday: 9 - 6 We Cover The Tax For You

PAY NO TAX
STOREWIDE

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

Maximum number of customers in store at once. 
Face masks required

67TH ANNIVERSARYSale

•  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

Heather Wright
The Independent

After months of discussion, 
masks are now mandatory in all of 
Lambton County.

Premier Doug Ford ordered 
mandatory masks in all indoor 
places in Ontario as the number of 
COVID-19 cases continued to rise 
mostly in the Greater Toronto area 
and Ottawa.

There were seven municipalities 

in Lambton who either turned 
down the idea or never voted on it. 

Dawn-Euphemia was one of 
them.

Mayor Al Broad says most 
people in the area were wearing 
masks even though there was not a 
formal bylaw in place. With bylaws 
in near by Chatham-Kent and 
Middlesex, residents are already 
masking up.

“Most people around don’t know 
what the rules are...regardless of 

the rules, you put your mask on 
when you go to the grocery store.”

Lambton’s medical officer of 
health says the move is a signal 
that the province believes wearing 
masks is important and it also 
may carry higher fines under 
the Emergency Order. However 
Ranade says the province has yet to 
pass along that information yet.

St. Clair Township Mayor, Steve 
Arnold, wasn’t so sure this was the 
right move. 

“The concern I have is people 
that are not looking after their 
masks properly. Is that because 
people don’t know how to put a 
mask on, or when, or why? There’s 
a false sense of security when 
people have masks on that they can 
get in people’s faces and get close 
to them,” says Arnold.

Arnold says most businesses 
in the township have their own 
mandatory mask rule anyway, and 
the majority of people are already 

wearing them indoors. He adds 
that outside of Sarnia there are 
not many buildings where people 
gather in large numbers, and that 
Lambton County has had few cases 
overall – including no deaths or 
hospitalizations since June.  

Residents in Brooke-Alvinston, 
Enniskillen, Oil Springs , Warwick 
and Plympton-Wyoming will now 
also be under the mandatory order.

- with filed from Alex Kurial/Lo-
cal Journalism Initiative

Seven Lambton municipalities among those masking up after provincial order

Heather Wright
The Independent

The Petrolia Royal 
Canadian Legion is 
scaling back this year’s 
commemoration of 
Remembrance Day.

The restrictions around 
public gatherings because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
have forced Branch 216 to 
rethink how to mark the 
solemn occasion. 

But officials hope people 

will still stop to honour 
those who gave their life 
fighting for freedom.

Poppy Chairperson Joe 
Card says Branch 216 will 
be distributing poppy boxes 
at the end of October and 
the wreaths will be laid Nov. 
8.

But there will be no 
Remembrance Day Parade 
and the remembrance at the 
cenotaph in Victoria Park 
will be for invited guests 
only.

“Just because we cannot 
safely gather at this time 
it does not mean that 
we cannot take time to 
remember and express our 
gratitude for the service of 
these women and men,” 
says Card.

“Please make time to visit 
the Cenotaph during the 
month of November with 
your family and participate 
in our poppy campaign 
should you be able to do 
so,” says Card.

Remembrance Day to be invite only King and Greenfield could be fixed in 2021
The Independent

Petrolia wants to be ready 
if there is more federal and 
provincial infrastructure in 
the works.

Councillors have 
approved spending 
$149,815 with MIG 
Engineering to prepare 
plans for both Greenfield 
Street and King Street.

Last year, the 
municipality submitted 
a plan for the federal/

provincial infrastructure 
grants for what it called 
a plan in the theatre 
district rebuilding several 
streets around Victoria 
Hall including the now 
completed Wingfield 
Street, Greenfield, King, 
and School Streets among 
others. The plan asked for 
$5 million.

It was turned down, 
however the town has 
been looking for new 
funding - something Chief 

Administrative Officer Rick 
Charlebois expects as the 
federal government hopes 
to kick start the economy.

There is also an 
Environmental Assessment 
of the Greenfield St. sewer 
outlet underway. It’s 
scheduled to be completed 
in November. It cost 
$17,000. 

Charlebois says council 
will consider the two 
projects during the 2021 
budget deliberations. 

Family runs for the cure for Breanne
Heather Wright
The Independent

Breanne Venema Melnyk says 
it was hard being diagnosed and 
treated for breast cancer during a 
pandemic.

But the Watford native received a 
big boost from family and friends 
over the weekend as her mom and 
dad, Laura and Phil Venema, and 
her aunts arranged for her family 
to be in CIBC’s Run For the Cure.

Family and friends raised 
$15,230 for the cause. Then, they 
walked Arkona Road from Con-

federation Line to Churchill Line 
and back in the rain.

Venema says the walk was 
nothing compared to being told 
her daughter had breast cancer 
in April. “Having your daughter 
diagnosed with breast cancer is not 
easy to handle,” she says through 
tears. “But she’s fine; she’s going 
to be fine.”

Venema-Melnyk says the diagno-
sis stunned her, too. The wife and 
mother of two wasn’t thinking of a 
serious illness at 33.   “When you 
are initially diagnosed, there is so 
much information so many differ-

ent types of breast cancer, a lot of 
different treatments,” she said 

“You have the fear of not know-
ing what to expect…prepare 
yourself for the worst and hope for 
the best.”

And it was hard to be alone 
during the treatments. No visitors 
were allowed because of the 
pandemic although the doctors and 
nurses were very kind.

Venema-Melnyk is almost done 
her treatments so Sunday’s walk 
with family was a celebration.

“It was just a great day even 
though it rained it didn’t really 

matter, we were out there in the 
rain anyway.”

The family had a little extra to 

celebrate. The Breanne’s Team 
won the CIBC Friends and Family 
Award for their efforts. 

Submitted Photo

Breanne Venema-Melnyk stands with her family on Arkona Road.
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

from the Dave burwell post card collection

Canadian Oil Refineries Ltd. received its charter in 1901 with Frank Riddell, a 20-year oilman in charge. It 
produced 10,000 barrels of oil per week. In 1938, Nesbitt, thomson & Co. of Montreal bought the refinery and 
White Roise Oil was started. It was sold to Shell Oil in 1962.

I’m confused and Ford’s Thanksgiving plans aren’t helping
I’m confused which, to be truthful, is 

not all that new. Really, I’m confused 
more than I usually am.

And I find that a lot of people are in 
the same boat as me.

We were watching the news Monday 
night when a story came on the screen 
about public health advice to have 
Thanksgiving with just people in your 
household. “How does that make sense 
when kids are going to school with 
300 people?” our 18 year-old daughter 
asked in exasperation.

I had no answer. In fact, I have the 
same question a lot of the time.

The advice we have been getting 
about what the government wants us 
to do to slow the spread of COVID-19 
has been more than just a little confus-
ing.

First it was stay home. That was 
simple enough. Only one person to do 
errands like grocery shopping - sure, 
that’s what happens in our house 
anyway. 

But as the number of cases of 
COVID-19 eased - after a lot of heart-
ache and death - the rules of the game 
started to sound like a four year-old 
making up the instructions for a game 

she’s just created. You need a program 
to keep track.

Masks are not recommended, became 
they’re okay, while the voices of the 
Internet cautioned the health risks 
of wearing them. Municipalities, in 
a bid to do something to help, put in 
mandatory mask bylaws, but said they 
wouldn’t enforce them. As my daugh-
ter would say - how does that make 
any sense.

Now, heading into Thanksgiving, 
we’re told the 10 people we were in 
close contact with - think Grandma and 
Grandpa - are off limits. Have a meal 
with just the people in your house. But 
single people can find someone to pair 
with so they don’t get lonely. Except 
for anyone over 70 - they should be 
super careful. And of course, your kids 
are going to school with 300 people. 
And you are going to work, stopping 
at Tims for your morning coffee and 
working in the factory or in an office.

The premier was asked about his 
plans and confused people even more, 
first saying there would be no more 
than 10 people around the table, later 
tweeted it would be just the people in 
his house there.

Ford was asked about the confus-
ing messaging a day earlier and said 
“People have to use their own best 
judgement.” That kind of flies in the 
face of taking public health advice 
since the “best judgement” of most 
people I know would not fall in line 
with what public health says is import-
ant right now.

I know I’m 
not the only one 
confused. And 
I know a lot of 
people don’t 
understand why 
we’re doing all 
this. After seven 
months, everyone 
has had enough. 
But it’s not over. 
And frankly, 
we’re at a turning 
point because the 
number of people 
getting sick and 
dying in Lambton 
could turn on a dime.

What we need from our premier 
isone clear message on what needs to 
be done. And then let’s get it done.

Testing troubles 
bad for recovery
Ontario’s COVID-19 testing system is teetering 

on the brink of disaster. And it could be the biggest 
problem yet in the on going trench war against the 
worldwide pandemic.

Since March, Premier Doug Ford has been touting 
the benefits of everyone and anyone getting tested. “If 
you are worried you have COVID-19, or that you’ve 
been exposed to someone who has COVID-19, even 
if you’re not showing symptoms, please go get a test,” 
Ford said May 24. At that time, COVID-19 was racing 
through nursing homes and the number of cases in the 
community was relatively high. And there were just 
11,000 people a day being swabbed. At that time, Ford 
wanted 25,000 tests a day.  At the time, health ministry 
officials thought the testing system could handle this. 
And it did for a while.

But as the province started opening up, the demand 
for testing skyrocketed. When children went back to 
school and parents went back to the office, the system 
groaned under the weight of the requirement for 
COVID-19 testing to return to work or school.

Friday, over 90,000 people were waiting to hear the 
results of their tests. Among that 90,000 are people 
waiting to go back to school or back to work. There 
are people waiting to have the all clear to have a life-
changing operation. In that 90,000 there are people 
who need to be at the bedside of an elderly family 
member in long term care or a personal support worker 
needed to get back to their job at that home.

And some of those people are sick and their close 
contacts are likely waiting to hear if they have to 
continue isolating, too.

All these people are waiting four to seven days for 
their test results - which seems to be the rate right now 
- our much longed for return to normal isn’t possible. 
And our economic recovery is in jeopardy.

There is a shortage of lab technicians to process 
the tests. There is a shortage of equipment to expand 
processing. Ontario is an unenviable position - we have 
a massive problem and it will hinder our recovery from 
the pandemic. 

And it seems there is little we can do about it.

Heather 
Wright

Editorial

4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON  N0N 1R0 • 226-738-0728

The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright.
No material from this edition may be reproduced without expressed

written consent of The Independent of Petrolia & Central Lambton ©
 Publisher / Editor: Heather Wright
  news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca
 Reporters: Alex Kurial
 Sales Associates: sales@petrolialambtonindependent.ca
 Classi�eds / Graphics: Sarah Hills / Julli Archibald 
  o�ce@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Subscription Rates: $55.00/year within 50 kms of Petrolia Post O�ce
 $65.00/year outside of 50 km radius       $75.00/year other provinces
 (HST included on all prices)    Subscriptions are non-refundable

www.petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Publications Mail Registration No. 42663514
Proud host of the Local Journalism Initiative



Thursday, October 8, 2020		  The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton – 5

Our history one block at a time!

INTO THE DAWNINTO THE DAWN
B A R N  Q U I L T  T R A I L

TAKE THE TOUR – THANKSGIVING WEEKEND

The Rotary History Project
Ever wonder what once occupied the area where Dresden’s parkland now stands. 

The river was the key factor in the development of the town and it also became the factor for
most of this development moving out or to higher ground. 

Four lots have been selected and the sample sign (at right) will be at each of the sites.
Using the QR code reader on your phone it will take you to the website that provides 

the information about “What Was Here Before?”

Hope those who choose to drive the Quilt Trail will take a short break and investigate these four lots. 
Lot 77

A local book by a once-local author will be a featured 
stop on Thanksgiving Weekend’s driving tour of the Into the 
Dawn Barn Quilt Trail. On Saturday October 10 2020, from 11 
am to 3 pm, former Dawn Mills resident Kae Elgie, author of 
This Land will have an information display and copies of her 
book for sale on the grounds of the Czech Hall, St. George 
Street, Dresden.

The quilts on the driving tour route, which goes from 
the Oil Heritage Museum, Oil Springs to Dresden, all on 
paved roads, visually highlight key points in the history of 
the municipality now known as Dawn-Euphemia Township. 
For example, the Sawblade Quilt on the ReRide building at 
Rutherford depicts one of the many sawmills which turned 
the township’s dense tree cover into lumber: the SS Dawn 
School Quilt, kitty corner from the Dawn Euphemia Public 
School, commemorates the many one-room schools which 
once dotted the township.

Elgie’s book fleshes out this history. Her book covers 
twelve thousand years in the life of two hundred acres of 
land which was part of Dawn Township when its first deed 
was written in 1824.  Once home to mastodons tracked by 
nomadic Paleo-Indians, by the 1700s southwestern Ontario 
was the territory of Ojibwa (Chippewa) bands who moved 

from sugaring camps to fishing camps to hunting camps in 
the Sydenham River basin. 

Elgie focuses on the two hundred acres her great-
great-grandfather George Elgie purchased in 1870, land 
first “owned” by Captain William Taylor, the founder of 
Dawn Mills. This land is now part of Fairview Farm where 
her brothers Earl and Bill and nephew Colin Elgie and their 
families live and work. 

This Land’s story has much in common with the history 
of Dawn-Euphemia Township which Into the Dawn Barn 
Quilt Tour highlights. When Elgie’s research came to the at-
tention of quilt tour organizers, she happily agreed to write 
a historical introduction to their forthcoming tour guide. 

Published in August 2019, Elgie’s 492-page, richly illus-
trated book has received great critical acclaim. It is available 
from Fountain Street Press, 88 Fountain Street, Waterloo 
ON N2L 3N1 for $50.  The first four orders received before 
October 26, 2020 will have free shipping, a $20+ saving. 

Information:  This Land: Kae Elgie 519-635-8951 
info@fountainstreetpress.ca 

or Into the Dawn Barn Quilt Tour: 
Leslea Williams 519-683-6382

Local book & author featured stop 
on “Into the Dawn” driving tour

SATURDAY
october 10
11AM - 3PM
CZECH HALL

grounds
DRESDEN
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THE DAWN HUB - 
Underground Storage

“Discoveries That Matter” 
Enbridge Gas

3431 Bentpath Line

DRUNKARDS PATH
Eddy’s Mills Machine Shop

Wayne & Kathy Wagner
1858 Oil Heritage Road

CORN, WHEAT and 
BEANS

Roger & Terri McAuslan
1993 Oil Heritage Road

OLIVER
Frank & Ann Marie 

Sanderson
1686 Marthaville Road

GRANDMOTHER’S 
FLOWER GARDEN

Jerry & Linda (Stinson) 
Burns

953 Oil Heritage Road

WE REMEMBER
Keith & Shirley Houston 

Family
817 Oil Heritage Road

DRESDEN PLATE FANCY 
(modified) - Changing Boundaries

Kent & Cherie Pegg and 
Family

3832 Kent Line (on Irish School Rd)

SAW BLADE
ReRide

Elizabeth Roberts and 
William Dennis
4362 Lambton Line

DUTCH TREAT
Scott & Hedy Krammer

4842 Lambton Line

RAILROAD
Kevin & Stacy (O’Brien) 

McFadden
1741 Oil Heritage Road

MILL BLOCK
Douglas & Kozera Excavating 

- Environmental
L Joseph & Natalie Kozera

3907 Bentpath Line

POSTAGE STAMP  
- Rural Routes

Brad Parking & Clare 
Badder-Parking

725 Oil Heritage Road

FANNY’S CHOICE
Peter & Marianne 

VanderSpek
5540 Lambton Line

CLAY’S CHOICE
Phillips Farm Drainage

Randy Phillips
454 Irish School Road

WOODLAND PATH
Deline Brothers Farms

631 Tramway Road

MAPLE LEAF
J Ridge Farms Ltd   

Ed Johnston
1175 Robinson Road

WEATHER VANE
Gray Farms

Allan & Sherri Gray and 
Family

617 Robinson Road

SQUASH BLOSSOM
Jodi & Tristan Miller and 

Family
5605 Lambton Line

SS#10 DAWN

SCHOOL HOUSE
Lee Whitton Family

1405 Oil Heritage Road

FALLING TIMBERS 
Axe Handle Centre

Doug Duff
4451 Bentpath Line

SWAMP PATCH  
Ten Mile Bush Road

Kevin & Stacy (O’Brien) 
McFadden

1288 Oil Heritage Road

FOUR CORNERS  
Town Centre

Dawn-Euphemia Public 
Works Dept

4590 Lambton Line

QUARTER HORSE
Kevin & Debb Pitel and 

Sons
4546 Lambton Line

CHANGING SEASONS
Beavermeadow Blonde’s

Bruce E & Catherine E 
Langstaff

3012 Bentpath Line

FARMERS DAUGHTER
Brad & Carol Anne Lenover

576 Robinson Road

DRESDEN PLATE
DAHLIA - DUSK ROUND 

THE YEAR
TENNESEE MARINE 

COMPASS
Michael & Linda Wicks

300 Irish School Road
THE COW

Marcie Sharp & Jared 
Leeson

1298 Shetland Road

IRISH CHAIN
Dale & Marilyn Sayers and 

Family
181 Irish School Road

WHEAT
Sollio Agriculture 
4602 Lambton Line  

Rutherford

IH
Cajka Family Farms
9471 McCreary Line

PEONY - ANNIVERSARY/
FAMILY

George & Marcia Janssens
25661 Lindsay Road

THE DRESDEN 
COLLECTION  

- on Brown Street 
at Corner of St 
George Street

DRESDEN PLATEFLYING GEESE MAPLE LEAF FOREVER NORTH STARWAGON WHEEL

THE RIVER
The Crappie Store

102 Metcalfe Ave W
(@ Bridge on  St George Street)

HANDS ALL AROUND
Dresden Foodland

256 St George Street

MOLECULAR STRUC-
TURE OF NATURAL GAS

Oil Museum of Canada
2423 Kelly Road

TURKEY TROT - Jerker 
Lines

Oil Museum of Canada
2423 Kelly Road

Thanks to the Dawn-Euphemia 
Barn Quilt Trail Voulnteer Group 

for making the trail possible. 

Come discover Dawn-Euphemia through our Barn Quilt Trail!

On Sat. Oct. 10, 
from 11 am to 3 
pm, former Dawn 
Mills resident Kae 
Elgie, author of 
This Land will have 
an information 
display and copies 
of her book 
for sale on the 
grounds of the 
Czech Hall in 
Dresden. This 
Land is the story 

of 200 acres of 
land George Elgie purchased in 1870 from the 
founder of Dawn Mills. 

This Land’s story has much in common with the 
history of Dawn-Euphemia Township which Into 
the Dawn Barn Quilt Tour highlights. 
For more info contact Kae Elgie 519-635-8951 or 
email info@fountainstreetpress.ca

Learn more about

This Land

GREG’S TIRE SHOP
519-683-2517

3161 Langbank Line, Tupperville, ON
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri - 8am-5pm; Thurs 8am-7pm, Saturday by Appointment

Greg Moulton
greg@gregstireshop.ca  

 cell: 519-784-4671

of Used Tack &

Show Clothes

in Ontario

Largest
Selection

4362 Lambton Line - Dresden - 519-683-1049

SEASONED 
SHOW CLOTHES

SEASONED 
SHOW CLOTHES

 Alan and Michelle Babcock  •  T: 519-683-2585
10210 McCreary Line F: 519-683-4558
Dresden, ON N0P 1M0 dresdenmeatpackers@bellnet.ca

www.dresdenmeatpackers.com

DRESDEN MEAT PACKERS
CUSTOM BUTCHERING & RETAIL MEATS

Feeds ’n Needs
1203 North St., Dresden 519-683-4439

Proudly serving the farm and urban community since 1954!

www.mcbraynesfeed.com

SS
KKKK

• Wills and Powers of Attorney
• Real Estate • Mortgages
• Corporate &
   Business Law
• Estates

199 Queen Street East
Box 1029, Dresden, ON  N0P 1M0

519-683-4222
F: 519-683-1644 • email: skiar@ciaccess.com

Stuart K. KiarStuart K. Kiar
BARRISTER AND SOLICITORBARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

413 St. George St.

Dresden

519.683.3000
unionblockbakery@bellnet.ca

check our 
Facebook page 
for daily specials 
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Sarnia-Lambton
519-383-6600 • marilyn.gladu@parl.gc.ca

www.mpmarilyngladu.caMP Marilyn Gladu

With sincere wishes for a  
safe and happy Thanksgiving.

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Don’t be puzzled by complicated insurance. 
At Brokerlink, we’ll help you pice together 
an insurance policy to fit your needs. Call us 
today for a free no oblication quote.

519.882.1290  4146 Petrolia Line

519.882.1290
4146 Petrolia Line

Petrolia

Services available in Ontario through 
Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc. ™
BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of 
Canada Brokerlink Inc.
used under license. © Copyright 2016 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved.

Brought to you by:

Answers to this week’s

St. Clair hopes to attract more crossing guard, find permanent fix to dangerous school crossings
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

St. Clair has increased the pay 
of crossing guards to attract more 
help as there are mounting calls 
to do something to protect kids on 
their way to school. 

The concerns revolve around 
the Corunna neighborhood that 
contains the Sir John Moore 
and St. Joseph Catholic schools, 
as well as the nearby Colonel 
Cameron Public School. There 
are few crosswalks, the ones that 
are there can’t be seen, there is no 
crossing guard and vehicles speed 
through the area, say parents. 

St. Clair Blvd near Sir John 
Moore stood out in particular. 
“It is our most problematic 
crossing that we currently 
get the most complaints on. 
Speeding complaints as well,” 
says Dave Neely, coordinator 
of operations. “Many safety 
issues have been identified at this 
location and finding a crossing 
guard to serve here has been 
problematic,” he says. Neely 
says it should council’s “highest 
priority.”

Crossings on Hill St. near 
Colonel Cameron – especially at 
the Queen St. and Colborne St. 
crossings – were a close second. 

The crossing issue was raised as 
soon as school began. Monique 
Desabrais-Marshall told them 
Sept. 8 parents in her area had 
started a carpool to St. Joseph’s. 
Parents didn’t want them walking 
the busy street and there were no 
extra bus seats.  

Desabrais-Marshall asked that 
additional crosswalks or more 
crossing guards be considered. 
Neely said at the time that filling 
the crossing guard role was a 
challenge. One month later the 
same problem persists. “We have 
a really hard time finding anybody 
that wants to do it,” Neely says. 
Public works staff had to step in to 

fill empty roles. 
But even when guards are 

present there is still risk. Kevin 
Ewart wrote council saying there 
are near misses near Col. Cameron 
school all the time. “Myself and 
everyone else in the community 
don’t want to see a tragic accident 
happen before something is done,” 
Ewart wrote. “I’m asking you 
as a parent and citizen of this 
community to stand up and make 
changes before it’s too late!”

Neely says one solution would 
be phasing out the five crossing 
guards and adding pedestrian 
crossovers with signs and flashing 
lights.  

Not all of council was thrilled 
with this idea. “That red, yellow 
and green is the only thing that 
will protect a child,” says Mayor 
Steve Arnold. 

He says it can be hard to see the 
flashing lights in certain locations, 
and that the painted lines can give 
a false sense of security. “I’m not 
comfortable with that level of 
protection for children,” Arnold 
says. 

Neely will look for other 
solutions and council has doubled 
the pay for crossing guards to 
entice people to fill the shifts.

- The Independent

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

There won’t be any 
Thanksgiving parties at St. Clair’s 
community halls this year as the 
township’s gathering locations will 
remain closed for at least another 
month. 

The October long weekend is 
usually a popular rental time, but 

the hall volunteers are not up for 
performing the many additional 
safety steps that would be required 
to open. 

Private indoor gatherings 
being reduced to 10 people 
made opening the halls even 
less attractive. The topic will be 
revisited in November ahead of 
the Christmas season.

One place that will be opening 

though is the community pool at 
the Mooretown Sports Complex. 
It passed a check by the health 
inspector and will be open to the 
public Oct. 19. 

Safety measures will include 
limited change room time, no 
spectators aside from a parent/
guardian assisting their child with 
lessons, COVID screening, contact 
tracing, and mandatory masks in 

all areas aside from the pool deck 
and in the water. 

Council also approved an 
increase in services at the 
township’s three public libraries. 
In addition to contactless curbside 
pickup, people can now make 
scheduled appointments to come 
in and use library computers or 
book a study space. 

Use of the computer or study 

space will be limited to 45 
minutes. 

People booking an appointment 
must wear a mask, observe 
physical distancing, and not 
bring in any food or drink. The 
washrooms will be available. 

The Sombra, Corunna and Brig-
den libraries will all be open for 
limited hours.

- The Independent

Pool and libraries in St. Clair Township prepare to reopen in mid-October

Meadowview could have unique long term care dementia home
Heather Wright
The Independent

There may be 10 new places for 
seniors at Lambton Meadowview. 
But those spaces will be unlike 
anything people here have seen 
before in long term care.

Jane Joris, the general manager 
of long term care in Lambton, says 
they’re looking at a different ap-
proach for people with dementia.

It would be more like home 
and hopefully quell some of the 
confusion which can occur when 
people move from a home to an 

institution. 
“We’ve been looking for a 

couple of years of how we can 
support people with dementia 
better, who are having difficulty 
living in a traditional long term 
care setting,” Joris says.  

“It’s crowded, you share a room 
with someone and ...it’s so regi-
mented. As much as we try and 
reduce that it’s still a lot of people 
together.”

And that is not easy for people 
with dementia who may wander 
and find structure difficult and 
don’t recognize workers who 

change constantly.
And it can lead to confrontation 

in a traditional home.
“They’re adults with lots of 

unique qualities that perhaps aren’t 
conducive to living with each 
other. So, they set each other off, 
...understandably.”

Joris is proposing a new 10 
person unit on the grounds of the 
Petrolia home.

“It’s more of a family style way 
of living,” she says. 

“Everybody has a private room, 
they have their own bathroom, 
they eat together, the workers 

would do a lot of things. So you 
know, there is not somebody com-
ing into the PSW somebody com-
ing in to be a dietary aide, some-
one coming in to be a cleaning 
aide. Everybody would have multi 
skills and, as much as possible, 
that people who live there would 
help us; it would be a partnership 
with them.”

That would include helping with 
meals and working around the 
building together.

“It’s more to meet the resident 
where they’re at. So, we try to do 
that in their in a traditional home, 

but the environment isn’t always 
supportive of that.”

“We have lots of land at Lamb-
ton Meadowview. We can have 
nice outdoor activity areas and 
which people need to be able to 
get outside, ... particularly those 
people who come from a back-
ground where they spent a lot of 
time outside, you know, they need 
to be able to get outside, too.”

Joris hopes to get approval from 
Lambton County council and then 
apply for the licence for the beds. 
She says it could take two years to 
get the unit running if approved.
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All Persons having claims against the Estate of Robert Edward 
Chapman, of the Town of Petrolia, in the Province of Ontario, 
who died on or about the 7th day of June, 2020, are hereby 
notified to send in to the undersigned Personal Representative 
of the said deceased on or before the 16th day of November, 
2020, full particulars of their claims, thereafter the undersigned 
will distribute the assets of the said Estate having regard only to 
the claims then filed. 

Dated on Sarnia, Ontario this 2nd day of October, 2020.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS
 IN THE ESTATE OF ROBERT EDWARD CHAPMAN

Burton McKinley
Estate Trustee
BY: John Alfred Ruffilli

George Murray Shipley Bell LLP
Barristers & Solicitors
222 N. Front Street
P.O. Box 2196
Sarnia, Ontario N7T 7L8

Warm Up First
 With a brisk walk to increase blood flow to muscles
 and get the joints moving.
Adopt a Body– Healthy Technique
 Switch back and forth between arms so you don’t tighten 

one side, get an imbalance and start feeling pain.
Don’t Do it All at Once
 Break the job into multiple small sessions and don’t forget to 

take breaks.
Bag Leaves Properly
 Bend from the waist, maintain a straight back and use your 

leg and flute muscles to squat down while bagging.
Listen to your Body

 Pain is our best guide to say, enough!

431 King Street, Petrolia
519-882-1880

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

Dr. Storozuk Dr. Martyniuk

Prevent Back Pain & Avoid 
Injury When Raking

If you’re looking for a 
delicious and filling lunch, 
stop by 4159 Petrolia Line 
and come into Staffy’s 
for one of our awesome 
sandwiches!

We are family owned and 
operated; serving a variety 
of deli style sub sandwiches, 
grilled paninis and even a 
pickle sandwich, all with your 
choice of fresh toppings, 
cheese and sauces (you 
gotta try our garlic mayo!).

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram for updates on 
specials and new products.

Current hours:
Mon-Fri 11am-6pm 

Saturday 11am-4pm

4159 Petrolia Line 
519-381-1712

sandwich shop
staffy's

Sandwiches  •   Salami  •   Smoothies
Pepperettes   •   Jerky  •   Cold Cuts

Stafford Brothers Meats Ltd.

Sports
Conservationist doing a better job
Cathy Dobson
For The Independent

Jake van Rooyen is very 
happy to be given a prestigious 
Ontario conservation award 
but that it really belongs to the 
entire team of 30 volunteers 
who operate the Bluewater 
Anglers’ fish hatchery.

The Errol Village resident 
is this year’s recipient of the 
Gord Blake Memorial Award 
from the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters (OFAH), 
an honour named for a former 
federation president and given 
to a member who has done 
the most in the province for 
conservation.

“It is really pleasing to be 
recognized this way,” said the 
79-year-old van Rooyen.  “But I 
think of it as recognition of the 
whole group.

“I really am just the leader.”
Since his retirement from 

Dow Chemical, van Rooyen has 
spent the past 20 years on the 
hatchery’s board of directors, as 
its president,or its manager.

In that time, fish in the Great 
Lakes have been threatened by 
numerous problems including 
pollutants and a succession 
of invasive species which 
reduced the numbers of fish and 
drastically impacting their size.  

van Rooyen recalls being 
shocked to learn in 2004 that 
he placed first in the Bluewater 
Anglers’  annual salmon derby 
with a fish that only weighed 
10.6 pounds, tiny by any 

standard but the biggest salmon 
caught that year.  

Fifteen years later, the 
2019 derby winner landed a 
19.01-pound salmon, reflecting 
a massive effort to eradicate 
zebra mussels and improve food 
supplies in the Great Lakes.

As a boy, van Rooyen began 
fishing at the government docks 
in Sarnia and has continued to 
fish local waters for 70 years.

His love of the sport never 
wavered so, when fish stocks 
were threatened, he spent long 
hours at the hatchery working 
to replenish them.

“From a fisherman’s point 
of view, there’s nothing more 
exciting than landing a big 
silver,” he said, referring to the 
colour of salmon and trout.  

Every year, he and his team 
raise and release about 150,000 
Chinook salmon and more than 
50,000 Rainbow and Brown 
trout. 

These days, when he’s not out 
in his 16-foot aluminum boat 
fishing near the Sarnia Yacht 
Club, he’s at the hatchery in 
Point Edward ensuring all is 
well.

Just last week, he was 
in Owen Sound collecting 
thousands of eggs from 
spawning salmon to bring to 
Point Edward and begin the 
process anew.

“This is the busiest time 
of year for it,” said van 
Rooyen.  “There was a time 
when it was almost a full time 
job for me but we’ve had a 

real good supply of volunteers 
lately.”

He was also recognized by 
the OFAH as the 2019 and 
was lauded for his outstanding 
efforts towards stewardship, 
conservation and the promotion 
of angling.

“I believe that in general 
we’re doing a better job at 
conservation today than we 
used to,” said van Rooyen.  

“We still have a big problem 
with invasive species but 
overall we’re doing a good 
job.”

Cathy Dobson Photo

Jake vanRooyen

Wyoming’s Barclay returns to coach in Canada
The Independent

Ty Barclay has a new job.  
The Wyoming product and 

graduate of the Great Lake 
Canadians baseball program has 
been named an assistant coach 
with the Sylvan Lake Gulls of 
the Western Canadian Baseball 

League. The league, featuring 
12 teams from Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, is a collegiate 
summer league. 

It plays a 56-game schedule 
that typically runs from late 
May to mid-August.  

The 2020 season was 

cancelled due to health 
concerns over COVID-19.  

Sylvan Lake, situated 
midway between Calgary and 
Edmonton, will open its home 
schedule on June 7, 2021.  

Barclay, a catcher, played in 
the college leagues in Kansas.

Florence’s Dawson named to All-Rookie Team
The Independent

Kyle Dawson was recently 
named to the All-Rookie Team 
by the Arena Lacrosse League.  

The Florence product had 
19 goals and 13 assists for 32 
points in 12 games for the Paris 
RiverWolves this season before 

the season was shut down by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Dawson was narrowly 
defeated for the league’s Rookie 
of the Year honours, finishing 
just one vote behind the 
eventual winner.  

The one-time Rookie of 
the Year with the Dresden 

Junior Kings and Sutherland 
Cup finalist with the London 
Nationals recently signed a two-
year deal with Rochester of the 
National Lacrosse League.  

The NLL season typically 
begins in late November but an 
exact starting date this season is 
not yet known.

Lambton native won’t have a chance to defend title
The Independent

Dustin Jeffrey will not add to 
his Spengler Cup resume this 
season.  

The annual holiday 
tournament held in Davos, 
Switzerland has been cancelled 
for the 2020-21 season due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

“The health of all participating 
teams and that they could return 

to their home countries in good 
health, was always the highest 
priority in our evaluation,” 
said Organizing Committee 
President Mark Gianola. “We 
can not make that guarantee.”  

Jeffrey had two goals and an 
assist to lead Team Canada to 
a 4-0 victory in the Cup title 
game in early January.  

It was his second Spengler 

title.  
He has ten points in seven 

tournament games over his two 
appearances and ranks sixth all-
time in points per game (1.43) 
by Canadian players at the 
tournament. 

The Lambton Jr. Sting alumni 
is playing in Bern in the Swiss 
league this season after a four-
year stint in Lausanne.  
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ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Diane 
Lyon

Diane & Richard 
Lyon

October 
6th, 2020

October 10th, 2020

Happy

Anniversary
60th

Love your children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren

Happy

Birthday
80th

BUYING FOR CASH
GOLD, SILVER, ALL COINS -
MINT SETS + LOOSE COINS
WINDUP WATCHES, MILITARY

Friday October 16 9am-4pm
Petrolia Lions Hall 

541 Huggard St. Petrolia 
Previously at the Petrolia Legion

Dan Jones B.A.B.Ed. 53 yrs Exp.
House calls now available

519-818-1805

There is not a day,
That we do not think of you.
Loving and kind in all your ways,
Sincere and true, in your heart and mind,
Beautiful memories, you left behind. 

Loved & Missed by
Elaine, Len, Kathy, Linda & Larry

 & Families

Thanksgiving Sunday 
has not been the same.  

It’s been 16 years 
since our loving 

Mom, Grandma and 
Great Grandma 

passed away, 
October 10, 2004.

23667 Arkwood Road
CHATHAM

Farmers, Grain Merchants! Where can 
you buy approx 300,000 existing 

bushels of grain storage in 
Chatham-Kent (consisting of 4 huge 

steel grain bins with aerated �oors & 9 
cement grain silos, with a leg & 

numerous conveyors)? All comes on 
2.5 acres beside the railroads main 
line (spur available) only 5 minutes 

from Chatham.   MLS#20011342
$250,000$250,000
SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

* * *  P U B L I C  N O T I C E  * * *
To the Attention of  Wyoming 

Charitable Groups and Organizations
Re:  2020 Wyoming Community Foundation Grants 

The Foundation is now accepting 2020 applications from local 
groups and organizations (registered charities) for funds to support 
qualifying projects in the community. The focus of the Foundation is to 
continue to improve the quality of life for local residents in its ongoing 
support of local projects.

Application forms can be obtained from the undersigned (please call or 
email), and are to be submitted by Monday, November 23, 2020.  
Should you require assistance or have inquiries regarding the grant 
criteria and process, please contact the undersigned by phone or email.
Caroline DeSchutter, Secretary 
519-330-5978 • cdeschutter123@gmail.com 

Reception Hall Rentals
  Weddings
  Anniversaries
  Funerals
  Business Meetings

Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Up to 150 seating capacity
Fully licensed by AGCO

Bookings and information 
call: (519) 845 0011 or 845 3333TM

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Don’t be puzzled by complicated insurance. 
At Brokerlink, we’ll help you pice together 
an insurance policy to fit your needs. Call us 
today for a free no oblication quote.

519.882.1290  4146 Petrolia Line

519.882.1290
4146 Petrolia Line

Petrolia

Services available in Ontario through 
Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc. ™
BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of 
Canada Brokerlink Inc.
used under license. © Copyright 2016 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved.

Brought to you by:

Answers to this week’s

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

SZABO, Tony
Age 86, of Toronto
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

LEBERT, Bernadette
Age 90, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

SULLIVAN, Tammy Leigh
Age 53, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

JOOSSE, John
Age 77, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

ABDULLAYEV, Neymat
Age 85, of Sarnia
Gilpin Funeral Home

HILLMAN, Patricia
Age 86, of Sarnia
McKenzie & Blundy Funeral Home

WEDNESDAY, September 30

DUNN, Jason
Age 43, of Bedford, Nova Scotia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

SALISBURY, Jeremy
Age 44, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

POLICICCNIO, Carmella
Age 82, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

THURSDAY, October 1

STEVENS, Ed
Age 54, of Forest
Denning’s of Forest

GILLILAND, Sharon
Age 77, of Watford
Denning’s of Watford

McILMOYLE-OPPERMAN, 
Karen
Age 79, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

TRIGATTI, Angelo
Age 85, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

BEAUPRE, Steven
Age 32, of Sarnia
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

WILSON, George “Jim”
Age 80, of Sarnia
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

CLARK, Dorothy
Age 93, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

WONG, Philip David
Age 58, of grand Bend
Denning’s of Forest

BURNIE, Jessie
Age 91, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

JACKSON, David White
Age 89, of St. Thomas
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

STRANGWAY, Marian
Of Point Edward
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

KNIGHT, Allan
Age 77, of Corunna
Knight Funeral Home

DIREZZE, Domenica
Age 91, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

JONES, Lois
Age 95, of Sarnia
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

Death Notices
September 28 - October 4, 2020

This information is provided as a community service. 
For detailed information, please refer to the funeral 

home website listing.

ADVERTISING POLICY - The publisher of this newspaper, The Independent 
of Petrolia and Central Lambton, reserves the right to clarify or refuse any ad-
vertisement based on its sole discretion. The publisher reserves the right to 
reject, discontinue or omit any advertisement without notice or penalty to 
either party. Liability for errors or non-insertion is limited to the amount paid 
for the cost of space occupied by the error. Claims of errors must be made 
prior to the next publication date.

Notice

Real Estate Celebration

In Memory

WANTED

Rental

NOTICE

Solution

WANTED TO BUY - ANYTHING 
OLD including signs, bottles, 
canning jars, jewelry, tins, paper 
items, pottery, old lighters, old 
razors, rustic pieces, etc. Single 
items to entire estates. CALL 
CHAD 519-639-9102.

LIKE NEW ITEMS - Alumi-
num Ladder, Women’s White 
Ice Skates Size 9, Greg Nor-
man Golf Club Set, 3 Lounge 
Chairs, Spin Wheel Rowing 
machine, Beach Umbrella, 
Fish equipment. 226-738-
0781

WANTED

FOR SALE

GONA
Prudence Marie (nee. Bentein)

Jan 21, 1942 - Oct 4, 2020 

Prudy passed peacefully in her 
sleep, at age 78, in Bastion Place, 
Salmon Arm, B.C. following a 
short battle with cancer. Survived 
by her sons Brian (Shelley), 
Benjamin (Shelley), and William. 
She is predeceased by her parents 
Paul and Lillian, sister Peggy-
Lee and brother Robert (Mike). 
Prudy leaves to Mourn her sisters 
Patricia Zimmerman (Paul) and 
Pauline Mitchell (Dave), along 
with families. Prudy had 4 grand-
daughters and 5 great grand-
children. Cremation has taken 

place. 

Obituary

Take 20 minutes to make learning 
together part of your everyday.

Play with your food and 
write words with alphabet 
cereal and soup. 

www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca
See all Take 20 learning activities at

for all classi�ed ads is
Monday

at 12 noon
for the paper that prints

and distributes Wed-Thurs
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ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

St. Andrew’s
Prebyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In this time of Social distancing we 
invite you to join a virtual congrega-

tion and watch the Sunday morn-
ing worship at Knox Presbyterian 

Church in Thedford.
9:30am Service - Live

www.kpcthedford.com

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

 
Welcome Back!

We invite you to join our congregation 
for Sunday Worship at 11am 

Masks are required!

Join Us for Worship - All are Welcome
Church Office 519-845-3963

Find us on Facebook

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

St. Paul’s United Church is now open 
to the public for Sunday Services. 
New protocols will be in place for 

everyone’s safety. 

Rev. Susan Cameron
10:30am Service

Church Office: 519-882-1390
stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia
SERVICE SUSPENDED 

until further notice
in compliance with Ontario Corona 

Virus meeting guidelines
Pastor: Alex Craig

Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com

www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Christ Church Anglican
414 Oil Street, Petrolia

All worship services in the 
Anglican Diocese of Huron 

are suspended untiled further 
notice. Please continue to 
hold one another and our 

communities in your prayers.
Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee

Church Office 519-882-1430
christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

of eventsPLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Events are listed FREE for non-profit 
groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to 
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

Upcoming Events
DATE START

TIME LOCATION EVENT	 CONTACT INFO

Oct 8 6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Oct 9 3:00pm Forest Forest Legion Ladies Auxiliary Take out Turkey Dinner, with all 

the fixings & dessert $20. Advance orders only. Call Diane 519-786-
4516 or Trudy 519-786-2795

Oct 9 6pm Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle                                                519-876-2360
Oct 10 7:30 - 

12noon
Petrolia Petrolia Farmers’ Market directly behind the Petrolia Library

Oct 10 9am - 
12noon

Petrolia Carved Pumpkin Contest at Victoria Park. Carve it at home & 
bring it up. Check facebook for more information. Pumpkins will not 
be returned. 

Oct 10 12noon Petrolia Oktoberfest in the Crabby Joes Beer Garden. Live music from 
Hayden Mellon, the Room, and the Cory Jame Mitchell Band. Covid 
guidlines in effect. 

Oct 10 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle & 50//50 Draw
Oct 10 3:30pm Alvinston Alvinston Legion Meat Raffle. Limited number of People. 
Oct 10 4-7pm Petrolia Petrolia Legion Ladies Auxiliary Thanksgiving Dinner. $20 per 

meal. Advanced tickets only. call 519-882-1201 from 10am-4pm. 
Oct 15 6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Oct 16 6pm Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle                                                519-876-2360
Oct 17 7:30-

12noon
Alvinston Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston Fall Large Item Day at 3123 

Nauvoo Rd. Electronic Waste Accepted. 
Oct 17 3pm Alvinston Alvinston Legion Elimination Draw
Oct 17 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle & 50//50 Draw
Oct 18 1-3pm Lambton The Sacred Heart Food Bank will be collecting non-perishable 

food and personal hygiene items from residents living between Holt 
Line and Point Line  (St. Clair Parkway to Kimball Road) Lambton 
Line collection will end at Salisbury Street.  Leave on your porch 
or in driveway before 1 pm.  For more info Frank: 519 677-5428 
Claudette: 519 677-5609.

Oct 
19-23

Petrolia Town of Petrolia Large Item Collection. 519-882-2350
town.petrolia.on.ca

Oct 22 6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Oct 23 6pm Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle                                                519-876-2360
Oct 24 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle & 50//50 Draw
Oct 29 6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Oct 30 6pm Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle                                                519-876-2360

Business & Service Directory
GB Excavating
Excavating/Septic

Steve Greer
Owner

4396 Nauvoo Rd.
Watford ON
N0M 2S0
519-494-1855

gbexc@brktel.on.ca
gbexcavating.ca

MAINTAIN A DISTANCE
OF AT LEAST 6 FEET
(2 METERS) FROM 
OTHERS & remember to 
WEAR YOUR MASK!

COVID-19COVID-19
SOCIAL DISTANCING

Local events that have been cancelled or postponed due to the coronavirus outbreak.

CANCELLED Events
DATE LOCATION EVENT	
Sept 
4-6

Petrolia Petrolia Enniskillen Fall Fair

Sept 5 Lambton Annual Lambton County Plowing Match
Sept 
11

Petrolia Southwest Ontario Tractor Pullers Association Petrolia Pull

Sept 
18-20

Wyoming 2020 Plympton Wyoming Fall Fair

Sept 
19

Petrolia 4th Annual Petrolia Harvest Fest

Sept 
25-27

Forest 150th Forest Fall Fair

Oct 
2-4

Alvinston Brooke-Alvinston Watford 2020 Fall Fair

Oct 
9-12

Brigden Brigden 2020 Fall Fair

Dec 
10-20

Watford 2020-2021 Watford Regional Peewee Silverstick Tournament  
	     Silverstick.org

Dec 
27-30

Alvinston 2020-2021 Alvinston Regional Atom Silverstick Tournament  
	     Silverstick.org

Dec 
27-30

Petrolia 2020-2021 Petrolia Regional Midget Silverstick Tournament    		
Silverstick.org

Jan 
8-24

Forest 2020-2021 Forest International Silverstick Tournament. Atom, 
Peeww, Batam, Midget   	 Silverstick.org

In LAMBTON
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EXTEND YOUR REACH - ADVERTISE PROVINCIALLY OR ACROSS THE COUNTRY! 
For more information visit www.ocna.org/network-advertising-program

ADVERTISING
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REACH HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF CUSTOMERS IN 
ONTARIO EACH WEEK IN OUR 

WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS!
Your Classified Ad or LOGO Ad would 

appear in weekly newspapers each 
week across Ontario or regions of 

Ontario in urban, suburban and rural 
areas. 

For more information Email: 
kmagill@rogers.com

BUSINESS OPPS.
 
 
 

 
 

ATTN: ONTARIO INVENTORS!! 
Need Inventing Help?

 Call Davison!!
Ideas Wanted! 

CALL DAVISON TODAY:
1-800-256-0429 
OR VISIT US AT:

Inventing.Davison.com/Ontario 
FREE Inventor's Guide!! 

MORTGAGES
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DECLINED BY YOUR BANK?
WE CAN HELP!

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES
Debt Consolidation

Renovations, Tax Arrears
Mortgage Arrears, Debt problems

CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBT NOW!!!
CUT MONTHLY PAYMENTS  

UP TO 75%

No Income, Bad Credit
Bankruptcy, Proposal

Power of Sale Stopped!!!

FREE APPRAISALS

CALL US FIRST FOR
A FREE CONSULTATION

1-800-282-1169

www.mortgageontario.com

(Licence #10969)

PRIVATE & BANK MORTGAGES! 
homementors.CA "Everything Home 
Starts Here: Text: Samantha at 519-
854-4565 or Nick at 519-636-4366. 
M t g e .  A g e n t s  ( M 1 8 0 0 0 1 7 3 9 ) 
(M18000133) ,Real Mortgage Associ-
ates,  License #10464. Quote this ad 
for FREE APPRAISAL.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
 
 
  $$ CONSOLIDATE 

YOUR DEBT NOW $$ 
 
 
 

HOME OWNER LOANS FOR ANY 
PURPOSE!!

Pay down other high interest debt!

Bank turn downs, Tax or Mortgage 
arrears, Self-Employed, Bad Credit, 
Bankruptcy - We Can Help! Even in 

extreme situations of bad credit.

Borrow: Pay Monthly:
$100,000 $420.60
$200,000 $ 841.21

 
LARGER AMOUNTS AVAILABLE

!!Decrease monthly payments 
up to 80%!! 

Based on 3% APR. OAC 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
OR TO APPLY NOW BY  

PHONE OR ONLINE:

1-888-307-7799

www.ontario-widefinancial.com 

ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL 
1801347inc 

FSCO Licence #12456

!! WE ARE HERE TO HELP !!

HEALTH
 
 
 GET UP TO

$50,000
from the Government of Canada.

Do you or someone you know  
Have any of these Conditions?  

ADHD, Anxiety, Arthritis, Asthma, 
Cancer, COPD, Depression, 
Diabetes, Difficulty Walking, 

Fibromyalgia, Irritable Bowels, 
Overweight, Trouble Dressing...and 

Hundreds more.   
ALL Ages & Medical Conditions 

Qualify. Have a child under  
18 instantly receive more  

money. 

CALL ONTARIO BENEFITS 
1-(800)-211-3550

or Send a Text Message with Your 
Name and Mailing Address to

 
(647)560-4274  

for your FREE benefits package.

DO YOU HAVE A DISABILITY or  
previously denied claim? We can  
help you get up to $50,000 back  
from the Canadian Government.  
BBB Rated A+.  CALL TODAY  
To l l -F ree  1 -888 -875 -4787  o r  
www.disabilitygroupcanada.com.

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING ... I 
wan t  you r  o ld  ca r !  Po rsche 
356/911/912, Jaguar E-Type or  
XKE.  Tell me what you have,  
I  love o ld c lassics especia l ly  
German and Br i t ish.  Whether  
i t ' s  b e e n  i n  t h e  b a r n  f o r  
25 years, or your pride and joy  
that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH. 
Call David 416-802-9999.

FIREARMS WANTED FOR OCTO-
BER 17th, 2020 LIVE & ONLINE 
AUCTION:  R i f l es ,  Sho tguns ,  
Handguns ,  M i l i t a r i a .  Auc t i on  
o r  P u r c h a s e :  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  
E s t a t e s ,  I n d i v i d u a l  I t e m s .  
Contact Paul, Switzer's Auction:  
To l l - F r e e  1 - 8 0 0 - 6 9 4 - 2 6 0 9 ,  
sa les@swi tzersauct ion.com or  
www.switzersauction.com.

WANTED: OLD TUBE AUDIO 
E Q U I P M E N T.  5 0  y e a r s  o r  
o l d e r .  A m p l i f i e r s ,  S t e r e o ,  
Recording and Theatre Sound  
Equipment.  Hammond Organs,  
any condition. CALL Toll-Free 1-800-
947-0393 / 519-853-2157.

OCNA Network Classified Ads 
(AD CENTRAL)

Week of
October 5

Posted
October 1

Western
Region Ads included

This ad is to be printed by all participating Ontario papers

Alex Kurial/Local Journalism Initiative Photo

It wasn’t quite the same, but the Brooke-Alvinston-
Watford Agricultural Society celebrated community on 
what would have been the fair day Saturday. Gavin 
Podolinsky and Sarah Martin were crowned this 
years Pumpking and Pumpqueen this year (right). 
The scarecrow competition drew more than a dozen 
creatures, Danielle Cornelissen placed first for her 
googly-eyed Minion, second place to Conner MacKellar 
for his Pumpkin Head Farmer, seen here. And the 
fireworks, which were delayed from Canada Day, were 
a big hit with people lining up along the road leading 
to the community centre. The agriculture society also 
organized a car rally with over 50 participants and fed a 
rib dinner to over 500 people.

A different kind 
of fall fair in 
Brooke-Alvinston
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