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Members of the St. Andrew’s Society in Petrolia took a moment to mark the 150th anniversary group which celebrates St. Andrew - the patron saint of Scotland each year. The 
group hoped to mark the day again this year, however they will not be able to due to the restrictions around the COVID-19 pandemic. See more on this story see page 5.

MARKING ST. ANDREW’S DAY

Going Up: Watford landfill may expand
Heather Wright
The Independent

Waste Management wants to ex-
tend the life of its Watford landfill.

It’s started an Environmental As-
sessment which could see the Twin 
Creeks Landfill accept waste an 
extra 12 years until 2044.

The area the landfill covers would 
not increase according to Wayne 
Jenken, manager of the Watford site. 
Instead, Waste Management wants 
to increase the height of the landfill.

Right now, it is about 262 meters 
tall, he says. The current licence al-
lows Waste Management to build up 
to 282 meters high. If the company 
gets provincial approval, it could be 
as high as 320 meters or about 1,050 
feet high.

“What sparking this needs today is 
two things. One, we want to be able 
to continue to service our customers 
and provide long term disposal cap-

acity beyond that 12 year period,” 
he says. But there is also a need to 
rebuild the slope of the current land-
fill so it won’t need to be opened in 
the future.

“This is about wanting to build the 
right infrastructure at the right time, 
not rework it, and have no nuisances 
and the issues that could exist in the 
future...Once a landfill is capped if 
that cap is removed in the future, 
there’s an opportunity for impacts 
from the landfill - odor, surface 
water impact... if we can build the 
landfill correctly, if we can optimize 
the site now and know how we’re 
going to build it in the future, we 
can minimize those impacts going 
forward,” Jenken adds.

Twin Creeks was opened in 1972. 
Waste Management took over in 
1996 and began a long battle to 
expand the site. The expansion was 
approved in 2008, over the objec-
tions of the community. 

Politicians at the time did nego-
tiate a host agreement and since 
garbage began rolling in from as far 
away as Metro Toronto, and Barrie, 
the municipality has received $23 
million in hosting fees according to 
WM.

In 2017, Waste Management 
received approval to bring in 1.4 
metric tonnes of waste a year.

Jenken says if the expansion is 
approved, that would not change. It 
would simply extend the life of the 
landfill. 

“Although customers may change 
or vary over time, we’re looking to 
maintain the same annual tonnage,” 
he says.

And he says it’s needed. Ontario’s 
three major landfills are accepting as 
much waste as they can. 

Another 3.5 million metric tonnes 
is heading to Michigan a year from 
Ontario.

SEE TWIN CREEKS PG 2

CEEH room renos start
Heather Wright
The Independent

The head of Bluewater 
Health says you will soon see 
physical signs of construction 
at Petrolia’s hospital. 

But the plans are different 
than were first envisioned as 
the infrastructure of Charlotte 
Eleanor Englehart Hospital 
needed work first.

When the province an-
nounced $7.5 million for a 25 
year capital plan which would 
transform the hospital in 2017, 
the emergency department was 
expected to be renovated first. 
It had been built to accommo-
date 7,000 patients a year and 
was taking in over 22,000.

But in 2018, officials sig-
nalled the infrastructure of 
the building, including the 

electrical and heating systems, 
were failing. That’s when the 
project pivoted according to 
Hospital  CEO Mike Lapaine.

Bluewater Health applied to 
the province for emergency 
infrastructure cash and began 
working.

“I know it looks like to an 
outsider ‘What happened to 
that project?  Nothing has 
been going on.’ And in fair-
ness, the progress was put on 
idle so we could fix the infra-
structure pieces,” he says.

“Although it’s taken a little 
longer, we’ve got a lot more 
work (done) so the $7.5 mil-
lion in assets could turn into 
almost $15 million in projects 
because of all these infra-
structure, other grants, we’ve 
applied to it.”

SEE CEEH PG 2
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• Wear a face covering.
• Keep 2m apart from 
anyone outside of your 
household.

• Limit your close contact 
to your household only. 

• Wash your hands often. 

The solution
to COVID-19 is
in your hands.

Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Submitted Photo

Waste Management has started an Environmental Assessment which 
would see the company expand the site by piling waste higher. 

Twin Creeks could stay open 12 extra years
CON’T FROM PG 1

Warwick officials were briefed about 
the assessment Monday. Councilors 
were surprised by the request. 

“Forty meters higher than it is 
supposed to be? Two hundred feet 
more?” asked Councilor Jerry 
Westgate.

Councilor Wayne Morris wanted to 
make sure the company wouldn’t be 
“mining” the waste to create more 
room since that’s where the odour 
surfaces. It is not, says Mayor Jackie 
Rombouts. She says the company says 
the information is preliminary and 

the Environmental Assessment will 
look at a number of ways to do things. 
“There is definitely going to be a lot of 
discussion on this,” she told council. 
“We will definitely be asking these 
questions.”

Jenken says members of the public 
can learn about the proposal on Waste 
Management’s website where a virtual 
public meeting is taking place until 
December.

He adds it could be as long as five 
years before any decision is final 
and approved by the provincial 
government.

CEEH rooms being renovated now
CON’T FROM PG 1

That work, says Lapaine, is 90 per 
cent complete. 

So now, Bluewater Health is turning 
its attention to renovating the 19 bed 
acute medicine wing of the hospital. 
The rooms, Lapaine says, are old 
and small and don’t meet today’s 
standards. 

With no land available near the wing 
to expand, the unit will become a 15-
bed unit including one palliative care 
room and one ward room, he says.

“The difference in the space is really 
to accommodate the new standards...
those rooms that are there now, aren’t 
big enough for what you would need. 
So, to get the room in a finite amount 
of space, it means we’ll go to 15 beds.”

Lapaine says it will not hurt the 
operations of the hospital.

 “Our average occupancy, there was 

7.6 beds a day. So, having 10 or 15 
beds, is more than enough even to deal 
with surges.”

“That’s still adequate to deal with the 
current demands. Hospitals more and 
more over time for the last 50 years 
have been shrinking the number of 
beds they have because more and more 
things that the hospital do can be done 
on an ambulatory care basis, or they 
require shorter lengths of stay.”

Lapaine expects the renovations on 
the medicine wing to be complete in 
March.

Hospital officials are also actively 
planning the redevelopment of the 
emergency department, hoping to 
be ready to take advantage of any 
government funding that is available.

Lapaine couldn’t say how long it 
would be before construction would 
start on the ER.

Celebrating Canada with a $5K flag pole
Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia is going to use a $5,000 
Canada Day grant from the federal 
government install a new celebratory 
flag pole.

The town, like many others across 
the country, gets funding each year to 
host Canada Day events. Many use the 
money to pay for fireworks displays. 

But communities had to scale back 
celebrations because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Petrolia held a virtual 
fireworks event. The federal grant 
was set aside hoping Petrolia and its 
neighbours could hold another event 
in 2020. As the pandemic restrictions 
continued, most municipalities bowed 
out recognizing it would be impossible.

In a Nov. 7 report, Dave Menzies, 
director of facilities and community 
services, says the celebratory flag 
pole will be installed at the entrance 
to town hall.  “After a great number 
of conversations with all parties and 
approval from program administrators 
with Canadian Heritage, the town 
can proceed with a celebratory flag 
pole and purchase Canadian flags, 
organizational flags, Indigenous 
flags, etc. to complement a virtual 
ceremony,” says Menzies.  

 The town’s clerk is drawing up a 
new flag policy to “accommodate the 
number of requests for half massing, 
organizations events, and community 
groups that bring forward requests.”

The flag pole will be completed by 
the end of November.



Thursday, November 19, 2020		  The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton – 3

The Corporation of the
Township of Enniskillen

Requires An 
Administrative Assistant

The Township is an equal opportunity employer which values diversity in the workplace. Please 
inform us if you require any accommodations to ensure you can participate fully and equally during the recruitment 
and selection process. In accordance with the Municipal Freedom Information and Privacy Protection Act, all 
information collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and will be used only during the selection 
process for the subject of this posting.

The Township of Enniskillen invites applications for the position 
of Administrative Assistant. Reporting to the Administrator the 
Administrative Assistant will undertake a range of both administrative 
and financial activities. The applicant will provide clerical assistance, 
be responsible for the maintenance of the municipal safety program, 
emergency planning and assist with payroll function.
Qualifications:
1. Completion of a Community College Business Administration or 

related program
2. Experience dealing with the public
3. A working knowledge of MS Office software and a computerized 

accounting system
4. Knowledge of the Occupational Health and Safety Act an asset
5. Strong organizational skills
Applicants are requested to submit their resume with a covering letter 
to the undersigned by Noon December 4th 2020.
The Township of Enniskillen is a rural municipality of 2,600 residents 
located in central Lambton County. The Township has a work force of 
ten employees who maintain local roads, municipal drains and a water 
distribution system.
Township of Enniskillen
4465 Rokeby Line
RR # 1, Petrolia, ON NON 1RO
519-882-2490
dmctavish@enniskillen.ca
www.enniskillen.ca

PLYMPTON-WYOMING 
CHRISTMAS

Join us at 6:00 p.m. for a chance to greet 
Santa from your porches & driveways 

as he rides around Wyoming on an 
Emergency Vehicle sending well wishes 

and Christmas Cheer!
Then, log into www.gotomeeting.com

Access code: 992 886 397
You can also talk to Santa using  

your phone.
1 (647) 497-9391

6:45 - 7:00 p.m.   
Virtual lighting of the tree

7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
Virtual meeting with Santa

399 Eureka Street • Petrolia
 (Across form Home Hardware)

Open Saturdays Only 8am - 4pm

Ladies Size 3 
to 

Mens 17 wide

Gift Certificates Available 

SHOE STORE & REPAIRS

Over 47 
Styles

Heather Wright
The Independent

Mark Twain said rumours of his 
demise were greatly exaggerated. They 
could have also come from Joe Van 
Dun’s mouth.

The owner of Shell 21 in Petrolia 
is frustrated after nearly a year of 
rumours his business was closing.

To be clear, it’s not.
Van Dun has owned Shell 21 for 43 

years, employing dozens of teens as 
gas jockeys. Over the years, different 
representatives of Shell have asked 
Van Dun to spend hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to convert the gas bar 
to a self serve. He didn’t. His custom-
ers love full serve and Van Dun likes to 
employ Petrolia’s youth.

Right now 13 people work the pumps 
and the variety store.

In Dec. 2018, a Shell representative 
told him of the plans for a new Shell 
Self Serve across the road at a plaza 
which would include a McDonald’s. At 
the time, the representative suggested 
he might lose the franchise after the 
gas bar opened.

Van Dun planned to stay open and 
source his gas somewhere else. 

But when the announcement of 
the new plaza hit the newspaper and 
social media in the spring of 2019, the 
rumours started flying. 

Post after post said Van Dun was 
quitting or retiring. None of it was 
true but nothing he said could stop the 
rumour mill. 

Then Monday, an article in The Sar-
nia Observer tipped the scale for one 
employee. 

In an article about the new plaza - 
now under construction and expected 
to be open in the spring - Petrolia’s 
mayor and the owner of the plaza were 

quoted saying Shell 21 would close. 
The employee wrote to The Independ-
ent frustrated that now the rumour had 
been “confirmed” even though it was 
not true.

For his part, Van Dun got on the 
phone to contacts at Shell. They as-
sured him he would continue to be a 
Shell customer and would continue 
to hold a franchise for as long as he 
wanted. 

When Van Dun suggested he could 
take down the Shell sign, his represent-
ative told him that wasn’t necessary 
adding “everything will stay the same 
for you - no change.”

The whole experience has been frus-

trating for the long-time businessman.
“It’s frustrating, because, like we’ve 

been ever since we’ve heard about this, 
like I don’t know, for the last five to 
six weeks, it’s just been nothing but 
chatter, chatter, chatter, I’m closing out 
and going.”

He’s not going and he’s hoping to 
keep students employed.

“I don’t want to lose a whole bunch 
of staff that you might if you do go self 
serve, like all the boys lose their jobs. I 
don’t want to do that... 

“I hope that I get enough customer 
base that will stay with me and keep 
that (full serve) going - that’s my 
goal.”

heather wright photo

Joe Van Dun at Shell 21 looks at the counter in his Petrolia gas bar which 
has been signed by all the former employees. He’s frustrated with the 
rumours in town - which were reinforced by the comments of the mayor in a 
news article - that he is closing. Van Dun says his gas bar will remain - as a 
Shell station - even when the new plaza across the road is complete. 

Over 43,450 pounds of food donated; 2021 drive possible
Heather Wright
The Independent

 Organizers of a rural Lambton food 
drive are “extremely happy” say-
ing over 43,450 pounds of food and 
$15,515 in donations came in during 
the Neighbour 2 Neighbour event.

The group of community volunteers 
took a week to assess what had been 
donated Nov. 7 when hundreds of 
volunteers fanned out across rural 
Lambton to collect food donations for 
the smaller food banks in the region 
and other food security programs. 

They were overwhelmed with dona-
tions and Saturday, Petrolia volunteers 
were enlisted once again to move the 
donations from the town to be stored 
in Oil Springs filling a large cargo 
transport.

“I cannot believe the generosity of 
the people of Lambton County,” says 

Al Broad, community leader in Dawn-
Euphemia and the spokesperson for the 
food drive.

“We are so happy the community 
stepped up to help their neighbours.”

Broad delivered some of the cheques 
to local food banks and got to see their 
reactions. He also got to hear some 
of the stories from volunteers about 
those giving, including a man in his 
community who had lived through 
hard times and wanted to help. He 
brought two pickup loads of items to 
the hall in Florence. 

Firefighters collecting donations in 
Camlachie realized that the minor ball 
players were gathering more food than 
they were, so, they went out again - 
with their sirens on - to gather up even 
more.

Broad says the event was a great 
experience and many of the volunteers 
are all ready to help again next year. 

Broad says another drive is possible in 
2021.

Heather Wright Photo

Petrolia volunteers pack donated 
items into a transport Saturday to 
bring the food to Oil Springs to be 
sorted. The food will help fill the 
boxes of Christmas For Everyone.

Bio solids case against Brooke-Alvinston to be heard in March
The Independent

Brooke-Alvinston will defend its 
position to stop a local agriculture 
company from piling biosolid fertilizer 
on agricultural land in March.

Buurma Farms is taking the mu-
nicipality, along with Warwick and 
Dawn-Euphemia Townships, to the 
Normal Farm Practices Board after 
years of fighting over the issue. The 

Buurmas - who also own Lasalle Agri 
which markets the fertilizer made from 
human waste - had a storage area in 
Warwick. The township said they were 
operating a commercial business on 
an agriculture property and the courts 
agreed. With no place to store their 
product, the Buurma’s began putting 
large piles on land they owned. But the 
municipalities all have rules prohibit-
ing the piling of any fertilizer except 

that which will be used on that field. 
The Buurma’s are appealing to the 
board saying what they’re doing is a 
normal part of farming.

The first of three hearings will be 
held March 8 - nearly a year after the 
appeal was filed. Brooke-Alvinston’s 
case will be heard first by video con-
ference.

So far, the three municipalities have 
spent over $34,000 on the case.

Gassing up for the future; Van Dun deflates rumours



4 – The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton 		  Thursday, November 19, 2020

Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

from the dave burwell postcard collection

The more things change, the more they stay the same. A crowd gathered at a fire at a Petrolia oil field to watch 
the scene unfold. It was captured for a postcard which can now be found the Dave Burwell Collection online.

Bring back the March Premier Ford please
I want March Premier Doug Ford 

back because the one we have right 
now is losing focus.

In March, many people, particu-
larly his detractors, were pleasantly 
surprised as the premier found his 
pandemic footing and laid down some 
strict rules to try to stop what could 
have been a disaster in Ontario as 
COVID-19 spread through our com-
munities.

Ford listened to the science and did 
what was necessary, locking down the 
province to protect lives.

Make no mistake, that was hard. 
Hard for all of us both mentally and 
economically and hard for the pre-
mier - a guy whose reason for being in 
office is to “cut the red tape” and make 
life easier for business.

But he did it, because he knew it was 
necessary. And he deserves credit for 
that. 

Those first months were incredibly 
difficult and frankly, politicians were 
in unchartered territory. 

As Ontario gained control over the 

virus, the premier’s attention turned to 
the economy - as it should. 

Even though it was clear Ford was 
making announcements which were 
political in nature, trying to win over 
his support base, by and large the new 
programs were needed to get the econ-
omy running again.

But now, with the number of 
COVID-19 cases climbing over 1,000 
daily and predicted to rise to 6,500 
before Christmas and the virus making 
its way into long term care killing sen-
iors, the premier of March is nowhere 
to be found.

Take Monday for example; Ford 
introduced Supply Ontario, a new 
bureaucracy to buy things for the On-
tario government. The hope is it will 
save cash in the long run.

Reporters didn’t have questions about 
Supply Ontario. They were concerned 
about the increasing number of cases 
and what the government is doing 
about it. 

As they should be. 
And Ford was upset by it. 

After the ques-
tions were done, 
he took more time 
to pitch his new 
bureau because 
reporters, in his 
mind, didn’t see 
how historic this 
new agency is.

The announce-
ment was tone 
deaf.  

While we are 
concerned about 
the cost of fight-
ing COVID-19, 
most people real-
ize business will 
never return to normal if the pandemic 
is raging. 

Every major scientific and economy 
body has said without eliminating 
COVID-19 there is no economic 
recovery.

The premier has to remember that 
and return to the time of making tough 
decisions.

Truth in the 
new public square

 Joe Van Dun calls it fake news. We wouldn’t go so 
far. The rumours that have been circulating for over a 
year that his business was closing never hit the news-
paper. In fact, The Independent debunked the rumour. 
Several times.

What happened to the owner of Shell 21 is a clas-
sic case of old style gossip meeting social media. The 
combination is dangerous.

We’ve seen it on the world stage; politicians stating 
things as fact - think I won the election - and claiming 
fake news on social media, hoping to drown out the 
facts they don’t like.

We’ve likely seen it in our personal lives, too. Stories 
exaggerated on social media damage relationships and 
hurt countless people every day.

It also hurts business. That’s what has happened in 
Van Dun’s case. When news of a new plaza with a new 
Shell gas bar and a fast-food chain broke in spring 
2019, The Independent reported it. Included in the 
story at the time were comments from Van Dun, who 
owns the franchise for Shell in the community. No, he 
said, I’m not going anywhere.

That didn’t stop the social media hordes from weigh-
ing in. Immediately, the comment section was filled 
with comments including the conclusion that Shell 21 
is going out of business.

Van Dun has refuted the rumours to countless people 
- still, the stories circulate. It got a little too much for 
one employee when the mayor restated the closure 
rumour as fact in a Sarnia newspaper. Van Dun has 
once again said he’ll remain even when the new gas 
bar opens. We expect even this explanation won’t be 
enough to end the talk.

This is, unfortunately, a common lesson in how social 
media works. People read the headlines and never 
the story, preferring to spin their own facts on social 
media. They share their unfounded opinions and others 
hear them as truth. 

It doesn’t have to be that way, but in the social media 
public square, it usually is. As Mark Twain said: “A lie 
can travel halfway around the world while the truth is 
putting its shoes on.”

It’s too bad because good people get hurt. 

Heather 
Wright

Editorial
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•  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

Petrolia should open dressing rooms at arena 
EDITOR:

 Wow; we should have listened to our 
ancestors, they were right; you don’t 
change the politics, you only change 
some of the faces.

I have been having some dialog with 
upper management in charge of the 
arena (Greenwood Recreation Centre)
and it is a challenge. It seems like you 
don’t even have a voice.

 Kids can only use the lobby to put 
skates on and off; they can’t change 
any clothes at all or you get yelled at 
by staff. Not bad right now but what 
about when it is minus 10 out and they 
have to leave with sweaty clothes on? 
It is going to be a bone chilling ride 
home.

Petrolia is the only arena in the 
county that all dressing rooms are 
closed for the kids and the only answer 
I can get from inside the hallowed 
walls of town hall  is Petrolia is 
different.

I have been in a lot of arenas in small 
communities in my lifetime and they 
all start with four dressing rooms and 
Petrolia has six and none being used 
right now. That’s one difference. Why 
can’t they use some since you can have 
separate entrance and exits.

It was brought up that it would be 
looked into and a report issued which 
took over a month for someone to do a 
lot of cutting and pasting then burying 
it by filing it to the archives and never 
to see daylight again.

Where is the transparency in that? 
One difference in this report is that 

the juniors will be able to use their 
dressing room, if and when they start 
to play, a room is available for the 
goalies to use and there already is a 
room for referees and lineman to use 
now. What are the opposing teams 
going to do, change in one of the 
closed store fronts up town and be 
bused to the arena? 

There is no change rooms for the 
kids; use the lobby or else. That’s 
another difference. 

It is who you are and not what you 
are.

Quite a few teams have to go to other 
arenas to get ice time where they can 
use dressing rooms to change, other 
arenas can clean and disinfect areas in 
10 minutes ready for reuse, where in 
Petrolia it takes 30 minutes (another 
difference) which is a lot of down time 
and wasted revenue over the period of 
a day or night. 

The director of community services 
told council he needed another $20,000 
for cleaning this year but when you 
are cleaning less with more how does 
that work? It appears to me it is a good 
place to hide people for the winter. 

The arena will run a deficit of 
$300,000 this year and most of council 
was OK with that.

 Since then, people have made 
suggestions of numerous ways that 
savings could be had by making some 
changes to the tune of over $140,000 
but the attitude is who are you to make 
suggestions? And, it is in the budget 
(another difference).

 The deficit could be brought back to 
below previous year losses by making 
minor changes. How many years has 
this nonsense been going on and how 
many dollars are we talking about?

 Petrolia already has one white 
elephant because of costs and poor 
management - we don’t need two.

Why is council almost always in 
favour of spending money but not 
willing to look at savings especially in 
these times and in this town.

Dave Butler 
Petrolia, ON

St. Andrew’s Society will wait to break tradition
Heather Wright
The Independent

For 149 years, the men of Petrolia of 
Scottish decent - and some who wished 
they were - have gathered to celebrate 
St. Andrew’s Day.

And this year, the all-male tradition 
was about to be broken.

Instead, the tradition of getting 
together to have few drinks, eating 
some haggis and spinning a few yarns, 
will be broken. Like so many other 
events, the St. Andrew’s Society dinner 
has been cancelled this year because of 
COVID-19 restrictions.

St. Andrew is the patron saint of 
Scotland and Nov. 30th became the 
time for the St. Andrew’s Society to 
meet and celebrate their roots. The 
tradition lives on in six communities in 
Canada, including Petrolia. 

Duncan McTavish says the early 

celebrations in the booming oil town 
were raucous so ladies were banned 
from the original event.

“In the past, there was quite a bit 
of drinking and the event actually 
was just not one dinner at night, it 
transitioned over two to three days. 
And as a consequence, it was thought 
that it wasn’t the appropriate place for 
women to be present.”

The tradition of no ladies mostly 
held for 149 years. Of course, there 
were ladies in the kitchen preparing 
the meals, and the singers and dancers 
were ladies. And most recently, 
the tradition of inviting the local 
newspaper editor meant there was a 
woman in the crowd.

And Sarnia-Lambton’s MP - Marilyn 
Gladu - spoke at the event recently.

McTavish says there has been 
comments made in the past 15 years 
that perhaps it was time to allow 

women to attend the tamer event.
And 2020 - the 150th anniversary of 

the St. Andrew’s Society in Petrolia 
- was to be the year the executive 
invited a woman to become part of the 
board. It would be a historic first.

But, it is not to be, at least in 2020, 
according to Chair Tim Mills. 

He says the members were 
understanding but disappointed the 
event wouldn’t go ahead this year as it 
had for the past 150 years. They’re all 
hopeful life will return to normal by St. 
Andrew’s Day 2021, so they can share 
stories together.

For this year though, members of 
the executive had to be content with 
meeting with members of the media 
in front of the Petrolia Legion, where 
the event is normally held. Piper Tom 
Rankin played a tune for those present 
to mark St. Andrew’s Day - socially 
distanced of course.

Trustees oppose public vote for top jobs at public school board
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Elections at the Lambton-Kent Dis-
trict School Board will remain secret.

Trustee Derek Robertson asked trust-
ees to consider a public vote after a 
new trustee was chosen earlier this fall 
through a secret ballot.

Secret ballots are also used to select 
the board chair and vice chair.

“It seems illogical to me that during 
an open session of the board… we 
not allow the taxpayers, citizens and 
electors to have the opportunity to 
understand the decision each one of 
us made,” says Robertson on Nov. 
10. “We don’t enjoy that anonymity 
when we were elected by the general 
public.”

Robertson made it clear he had no 

problem with Little being chosen as 
the new trustee, but that it’s the process 
itself he objects to.

“It is unreasonable in my estimation 
– frankly it’s unethical – to not 
be transparent with our electors 
in destroying those ballots,” says 
Robertson. “I suspect and trust that 
the anonymity we have practised 
may serve to comfort people and not 
hurt their feelings. But that is not a 
principle that should ever override 
the principle of transparency and 
democracy.”

Robertson’s proposal was met 
with vocal opposition. “It’s frankly 
disturbing that this has even gotten 
to the floor,” says Trustee Lareina 
Rising saying secret ballots are part 
of the democratic process. “It really 
begs the question why someone would 

want to know how we voted on those 
positions other than for the purpose of 
intimidation... It’s not just a matter of 
hurt feelings, it’s a matter of working 
relationships and understanding that 
that’s not how democracy works,” 
Rising says. Trustee Scott McKinlay 
was sympathetic to Robertson’s idea, 
but says trustees need anonymity in 
certain decisions. “I think the public 
has a right to know... how I vote on 
any other thing that’s involved in the 
school environment. I do not believe 
for a second that they have the right to 
know who I select as chair, vice-chair, 
or trustee,” McKinlay says.

“Transparency doesn’t go to who I 
voted for, that’s my personal decision.” 

The trustees rejected Robertson’s 
proposal with Robertson, Greg Agar 
and Janet Barnes in favour of the idea.
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431 King Street, Petrolia
519-882-1880

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

Dr. Storozuk Dr. Martyniuk

How to Get the Most 
Value from Walking

Dress properly
 In mild weather, wear several light layers so that you can 

remove a layer as your body warms up from the activity. If it’s a chilly day, bring gloves and 
a hat. You want to be comfortable and enjoy your walk.

Wear supportive shoes
 Thin-soled, untied or loose-fitting shoes may result in a twisted ankle or sore arches – not the 

benefit you are looking for. Wear footwear that is appropriate for the weather. 
Bring a bottle of water
 It’s surprising how quickly you may become thirsty, even on a short walk. 
Walk at a comfortable, brisk pace
 The quicker the walk, the greater the benefit. A companion is a good idea. Ask your partner, 

a friend or one of your children to come along with you.
Keep moving
Get your arms moving while you walk. Swing them gently front to back. As an 
added bonus, it will limber up your shoulder joints and muscles. 

There are more viruses to �ght 
this �u season, let's do 
everything we can to stop the 
spread. The �u shot is now 
available at the following 
locations:

• Local pharmacies
• Health-care providers
• By appointment at 

scheduled public health 
community clinics

519-383-8331
1-800-667-1839

LambtonPublicHealth.ca/flushot

I �ght the �u 
for you.

We Are Here To Serve You 
1000 Finch Drive,  
Sarnia, Ontario  
N7S 6G5

519-383-6600 

marilyn.gladu@parl.gc.ca

www.mpmarilyngladu.ca

MP Marilyn Gladu
Sarnia-Lambton

Cause of Petrolia nursing home outbreak unknown
Heather Wright
The Independent

Lambton Public Health officials 
may never trace the source of the 
COVID-19 outbreak at a Petrolia 
Nursing Home.

Fiddick’s Nursing and Retirement 
Home was placed in outbreak Oct. 30 
after one resident on the retirement 
side tested positive for the virus. The 
provincial guidelines consider one case 
of COVID-19 in long term care an 
outbreak.

Lambton Public Health says there 
have been no other infections in the 
home.

In a social media post jointly signed 
by Administrator Mike Fiddick and 
Mandy Judah, Director of Resident 
Care, Fiddick’s gave more details of 
what occurred. “A resident from our 
retirement home was sent to hospital 

for a non-COVID matter on Oct. 27. 
While at hospital, this resident tested 
positive for COVID-19,” says the 
statement.

“Our home was made aware of the 
positive COVID-19 result on the 
evening of Oct. 29 and the home 
immediately implemented our 
COVID-19 pandemic plan. Our home 
went into a COVID-19 outbreak status 
on Oct. 30 as per Lambton Public 
Health.

“As the resident who was positive 
has not been in the home since Oct. 
27 and as all staff and residents are 
negative for COVID-19, we are 
officially out of isolation as of Nov. 
11.”

Dr. Sudit Ranade says Lambton 
Public Health “does not have a 
particular source” of the COVID-19 
infection in the retirement home 
resident.

“It remains a mystery to us,” Ranade 
says.

“There’s lots of times where you’re 
not entirely sure where somebody got 
it from? And then you go through this 
process of saying, well, do we really 
think that they had it? You know, so 
there’s all of these sorts of elements 
to try to understand for the overall 
picture, whether or not you think it 
was a real case, whether or not you 
think that that case was particularly 
infectious, all of those kinds of things,” 
he says, adding this was a clear case of 
COVID-19.

“Sometimes we just don’t know.”

heather wright photo

A Petrolia landmark is gone. Doug Simpson of Albany Retirement Village removed the 
former Oil Rig Restaurant last week to make way for new seniors apartments.

Landmark cleared to make way for housing
Heather Wright
The Independent

A piece of Petrolia’s history has been 
removed to make way for more senior’s 
apartments.

Doug Simpson of Albany Retirement 
Village has been taking apart the former 
Oil Rig Restaurant for months. The heavy 
machinery moved in to take down the 
building Nov. 10.

The uniquely shaped building has been a 
fixture on Albany St. for decades. It began 
as the Dominion Sink Factory. The exact 

date it began production is not known. The 
building also housed the Petrolia Topic at 
one time.

It became a restaurant in the 1970s and 
remained a family favourite for decades.

One of the draws of the restaurant was the 
unique paintings inside which depicted the 
fathers of the oil industry.

Those paintings were removed last 
year and donated to Lambton County for 
preservation.

It’s not clear how long it will take before 
the new seniors apartment building will be 
built.

Lambton MOH will take extra measures if necessary
The Independent

Lambton’s medical officer of health says 
if he has to act to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 here, he will do it.

Dr. Sudit Ranade made the comment as 
the province tightened the framework for 
pandemic restrictions. The Ford government 
faced criticism from doctors across the 
province because the first version of 
guidance recommended acting when the 
number of COVID-19 cases were very high. 

That left public health officials in the GTA 
- where the most cases are occurring - to act 
beyond the guidelines. 

Lambton’s medical officer of health was 
asked Thursday if he’s prepared to go above 
and beyond the province’s guidelines – 

using Section 22 of the Public Health Act – 
if COVID-19 cases begin to climb here.

He adds he’d only take extra measures 
“when I absolutely have to.”

“I don’t think that we’re there yet.”
Ranade says he will closely review the 

indicators locally, consult with others, and 
use his own professional judgement to make 
the decision.

“It’s about looking at what’s happening 
in other places and trying to make the best 
decisions you can based on that.”

Ontario has been recording between 1,200 
and 1,500 cases a day for the last week, with 
public health modelers saying we could 
see up to 6,500 by mid December. There 
were eight active cases in Lambton Tuesday 
including one at St. Pat’s High School.
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Notice of Commencement and Virtual Consultation & Engagement Event 1 
Terms of Reference for an Environmental Assessment 

Twin Creeks Environmental Centre Landfill Optimization Project 
 
 
Waste Management of Canada Corporation (WM), the owner and operator of the Twin Creeks Environmental Centre (TCEC) in Watford, Ontario, has initiated an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) seeking approval to optimize the landfill design and operation, maximizing the use of the constructed infrastructure and the 
significant investment made at the TCEC. The optimization could involve a vertical expansion of the landfill within the approved 101.8 ha Expansion Landfill 
footprint by modifying the side slopes and increasing the elevation of the landfill. This optimization could provide additional airspace of up to approximately 
14M m³, which could extend the site life by approximately 12 years (from 2032 to 2044). There would be no change to the current 101.8 ha landfill footprint area, 
the approved service area, or the annual fill rate. 
 
There is a need for the continued development of the TCEC as it is a significant component of the provincial waste management network and infrastructure, which 
is lacking in sufficient and secure long-term disposal capacity. Optimizing the future development of the TCEC allows for on-going sustainable business operations 
and continued provision of essential financial support for community services and programs. 
 
The TCEC is located in the Township of Warwick near the Village of Watford, at the corner of Nauvoo Road and Zion Line (see Key Plan below). The purpose of 
the EA is to assess the potential effects of the proposed landfill optimization on the environment.  
 
The Process 

The EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step in the process is the preparation of a 
Terms of Reference. The Terms of Reference will set out the framework and work plan for addressing the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including such things as the alternatives that will be considered, and the public consultation and engagement activities that will be carried 
out. If approved by the Minister, the Terms of Reference will provide the framework and requirements for the preparation of the EA.  
 

KEY PLAN 
 

 
 

Consultation and Engagement 

Members of the public, agencies, Indigenous communities, and other interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the Terms of Reference planning 
process by participating in consultation and engagement opportunities or contacting staff directly with comments or questions. Consultation and engagement 
opportunities are being planned throughout the process and will be advertised in local newspapers, on the project website www.wm.com/ca/en/twin-creeks-
landfill/landfill-optimization-project and by direct and/or electronic mail (email). 
 
WM invites you to attend Virtual Consultation & Engagement Event 1 to introduce and provide an overview of the landfill optimization project, present the 
development and contents of the Terms of Reference, the EA process, and information on the rationale, proposed alternatives, and the consultation and 
engagement process that will be followed during the development of the EA. Virtual Consultation & Engagement Event 1 is an online event accessible from the 
project website www.wm.com/ca/en/twin-creeks-landfill/landfill-optimization-project, which will run between Tuesday, November 17 and Friday, December 4, 
2020. You are encouraged to participate by reviewing the information provided during the event and providing feedback. 
 
In addition to participating in Virtual Consultation & Engagement Event 1, you are invited to submit your comments by mail, email, or phone to the project 
contacts listed below. If you would like to be added to the project mailing list or have project-related questions, please contact: 

Wayne Jenken 
Area Landfill Manager, Eastern Canada Area 
Waste Management of Canada Corporation 
5768 Nauvoo Road, Watford, ON  N0M 2S0 
Phone: 519.849.5810 
E-mail: wjenken@wm.com  

Larry Fedec, P.Eng. M.B.A. 
Solid Waste Program Lead, Canada 
HDR Corporation 
100 York Blvd., Suite 300, Richmond Hill, ON  L4B 1J8 
Phone: 289.695.4696 
E-mail: larry.fedec@hdrinc.com 

 
All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks for the purposes of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is 
collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For 
more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks’ Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434. 
 
Published November 17, 2020 
 
 
 

 
 

TWIN CREEKS 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE 

Justice OKs Christmas with kids before jail time
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Justice Anne McFadyen was already in the 
holiday spirit as she delayed a Sarnia man’s 
incarceration until after Christmas. 

Brandon Darcy, 26, pled guilty to drug 
trafficking and possession charges, and 
driving with a disqualified license Nov. 2. 

Darcy already has a long criminal record, 
which his lawyer Nick Cake acknowledged 
would result in jail time at sentencing said 
Darcy wanted to keep working to make 
money for his kids and spend Christmas 
with them.

The request was anything but automatic 
given Darcy’s latest crimes and history. 
He’d been in court three times for driving 
convictions ranging from dangerous 

operation to driving while suspended. 
In Aug. 2019, Darcy was robbed at a 

motel where he was staying. Police said 
he knew the men. Darcy jumped in a truck 
and followed them, crashing it and fleeing. 
Drugs and cash were found at the scene.

Six days later, Darcy fled from police in 
a Ford Focus. When police finally stopped 
him, Darcy was in the backseat. A search 
of the car found just under an ounce of 
fentanyl and some meth. Darcy also handed 
over $1,100 cash that was in his shoe. 
Despite Darcy’s continued flaunting of 
driving laws, McFadyen agreed since he is 
likely looking at years behind bars, he could 
be given some extra time to make some 
money for his children and spend Christmas 
with them. Darcy will return for sentencing 
on Feb. 22. 

Tribute to the Florence Chicks
Heather Wright
The Independent

If she could, Kathy Huiting would grab her 
mitt and head out to the diamond, just like 
she did as a teen in Florence.

And standing in front of a new sign in 
Florence, you can imagine she probably 
could still hit a few.

Huiting - who was called by her second 
name, Jeannie, at the time - was one of the 
renowned Florence Chicks. 

She lives in Tilbury now, but travelled to 
Florence after hearing from her niece, Ruth 
Mater, about a sign which appeared at the 
entrance to the town.

The tribute to one of the village’s most 
famous teams went up mysteriously in early 
fall paying tribute to the team which was 
founded in 1950 and won several Ontario 
Women’s Softball Championships. 

The sign became the talk of the village 
since no one knew who put the billboard up.

That didn’t matter much to Huiting. 
When her niece called to tell her about the 
billboard, Mater says she was very excited.

In a couple of days, Huiting and her 
daughter were in Florence, posing in front 
of the sign.

It’s not surprising someone would want 
to pay tribute to the team. It was likely the 
most successful sports franchise ever in 
Florence.

The Florence Chicks were formed in 1950 
by Wilber North, the local chick dealer, to 
play in the local women’s league.

Like the famous movie “League of Their 
Own” the girls played in skirts and played 
to win. 

Huiting was the youngest player, joining 
the team at just 15. 

Jeannie had been playing baseball for a 
while. She grew up with nine brothers and 
joined them on the baseball field as often as 
she could scrambling after the balls they hit. 
Soon, they were encouraging her to play. 
“They kind of got me out there, trying to 
pitch,” she says. 

North knew Huiting’s brother - who 
eventually helped with the team. 

North came to the family farm to recruit 
her. Most of the women were married and 
many had children who made road trips 
with the team to places as far away as Bala, 
Scarborough and Parry Sound.

The Women’s played twice a week from 
the May long weekend until the playoffs 
in October. And The Chicks were in the 
playoffs often.

The team won the Lambton-Kent League 
championship the first year. They got off 
to a rough start in year two, losing nine in 
a row, before thundering back to win the 
provincial championship - a feat the team 
would repeat five times.

Huiting didn’t play that long with The 
Chicks. The pitcher and fielder married 
young and moved away. But it wasn’t the 
end of her baseball career. North called up 
one of the coaches in Toronto and soon, 
Huiting was playing for a Toronto team.

Huiting says her ball-playing days are 
filled with wonderful memories. “I loved 
every minute of it,” she says. “I’d rather do 
that than eat when I was a kid.

“I was really into it I guess because the 
whole family played ball.”

Huiting loved the time with The Chicks 
who were very popular in Florence. The 
team regularly drew crowds of up to 1,000 
people. The crowds could swell to 2,000 
during playoff events.

And while the fans loved the team, the 
team loved the community. The women 
raised money, including having bake sales, 
to help pay for new bleachers and lights 
for the ball park. It is no wonder that the 
community still remembers the team even 
though Huiting is one of just two members 
still living.

The Chicks were immortalized in 2003 
when the team was inducted into the 
Dresden Sports Hall of Fame.  The sign 
erected in Florence keeps The Chicks in the 
minds of residents now.

Huiting appreciates the new sign, even 
though those baseball memories are fresh in 
her mind. “I really enjoyed it. If I could get 
out there today, I would do it again.”

Kathy Huiting - a former Florence Chick 
- poses in front of a sign erected in 
Florence recently.

ALVINSTON

DINNER, PARADE & TOUR
SATURDAY DECEMBER 12

FROM 6:00PM - 7:00PM

FROM 5:00PM - 7:00PM

DRIVE THROUGH PARADE

SANTA CLAUS!

DRIVE THROUGH CHRISTMAS DINNER

MOST SPIRITED CHRISTMAS HOME & BUSINESSES TOUR

The annual Santa Claus parade will be slightly different this year.  Floats will be 
placed along streets in Alvinston. We invite people of all ages to drive through the 

town to view the them! Register your float at www.alvinstonoptimist.com by  
Friday, December 11th at 7pm.

1st Place $500.00 
2nd Place $300.00 
3rd Place $150.00

NEW this year to the village of Alvinston proper only! Show off your Christmas 
spirit in front of your home, apartment or business (must be visible from the road). 
Decorate, play music, etc. The residence or business with the most Christmas spirit 

will win:   
1st Place $500.00  
2nd Place $300.00  
3rd Place $150.00

Santa will be at the arena parking lot with FREE candy and bottled beverages for 
all ages. Also, pick up your map for the Parade & Most Spirited Christmas Home & 

Business Tour there as well. 

Homemade turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, vegetables, gravy, cranberry sauce, a 
bottled beverage and a chocolate bar.

$20/meal
Tickets available at Three Maples Variety in Alvinston, from any Optimist member or 

call/text Jim at 519-870-7565.  
ADVANCED TICKETS ONLY 

Meals to be picked up at the Alvinston arena. 

Homes/apartments/businesses are judged at the same time as the floats. To register your address go to  
www.alvinstonoptimist.com by Friday, Dec.11th at 7pm. For more information text/call: 519-490-5393.
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The ceremonies were short, and private, because of the COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions but that did not stop people from remembering Nov. 11.  Above and 
on the bottom left,  members of the Oil Springs Legion were joined by community 
members, distanced from each other, to mark the solemn day. Oil Springs Mayor 
Ian Veen, members of the Oil Springs Legion and representatives of the OPP paid 
tribute. In Petrolia, Branch 216 invited just 25 guests – the most people allowed at 
an outdoor gathering under pandemic restrictions – to the simplified ceremonies. 
Representatives from all levels of government laid a wreath at the cenotaph and 
the Act of Remembrance was completed while more than 100 people, standing in 
family groups well distanced from others, watched on from the edges of Victoria Park. 
Below right, Korean War Veteran Wally Carvan and Laura Shand, Cadet Deputy 
Commanding Officer of the Sarnia Air Cadets, and her grandson, Blake, watch the 
service in Petrolia.

Lest We Forget

Alex Kurial/Local Journalism Initiative Photo
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329 St.Clair Street
WATFORD

Wow! What a deal! Let the solar panel 
revenue of $6,300/year pay most of 

your mortgage! Live almost Mortfafe 
FREE. In this beautiful 4 bedroom 

raised rabcg with numerous updates, 
like new windows, recently painted 

through out etc. Open concept 
kitchen/living room. A huge deck to 
view country �elds. Low tax! High 

speed internet!
 Call today for more details! 

$439,000$439,000
SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

Reception Hall Rentals
  Weddings
  Anniversaries
  Funerals
  Business Meetings

Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Up to 150 seating capacity
Fully licensed by AGCO

Bookings and information 
call: (519) 845 0011 or 845 3333TM

Every dollar 
spent in Petrolia 
supports our 
friends and 
neighbours.

Shop

Now accepting your perishable 
& non-perishable items
5 days a week 

9am-3pm
at The Independent office, 

4156 Petrolia Line

Sports
Barry Wright
The Independent

The commissioner of the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 
League says the puck is 
not likely to drop on a 
new season anytime soon. 
“With the COVID numbers 
lately, it would be safe to 
say we will be unable to 

resume playing competitive 
hockey in the near future,” 
said Terry Whiteside in a 
recent text message to The 
Independent.  

In late summer, the league 
said it hoped to play a 24-
game schedule beginning 
on Dec. 1 but Whiteside 
says the target is no longer 
feasible.  

The new target date is Jan. 
1 with a 16-game regular 
season schedule on the 
table, according to Dresden 
Junior Kings President Dave 
Cameron. 

“We have stated that we 
are ready to play when the 
government and health units 
feels it is safe to do so,” 
added Whiteside.  

This time last year, both 
the Petrolia Flyers and 
Mooretown Flags were 
nearing the midway point of 
the 40-game regular season 
schedule. 

As of press time, the 
Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League, including 
the Sarnia Legionnaires, 
continues to target a Dec. 2 

Flyers, Flags won’t play until January

Jamieson Rees at Team Canada selection camp
The Independent

The journey to a possible 
spot on Team Canada’s 
World Junior hockey squad 
has begun for Jamieson 
Rees of the Sarnia Sting. 

The Carolina Hurricanes 

prospect and 46 other 
hopefuls began practice 
Tuesday in a bubble in Red 
Deer, Alberta.  The players 
will take part in practices, 
intra squad games and 
exhibition contests over the 
next several weeks before 

the final 25-man roster is 
named on Dec. 13. 

The camp roster also 
includes former Dresden 
Junior Kings goalie Brett 
Brochu of the London 
Knights. 

The World Junior 

Tournament begins in a 
bubble in Edmonton on 
Christmas Day. Canada’s 
opening game is against 
Germany on Boxing Day. 

Rees had 18 goals and 
61 points in 39 games last 
season with the Sting.

Barry Wright
The Independent

Cathy Johnson will serve 
a three-year term on the 
Youth Committee of Dragon 
Boat Canada from now until 
2022. 

Its focus is to develop 
and improve U18, U24 
and university paddlers. 
“Currently, we are working 

to find ways to engage youth 
paddlers, at a time when we 
can’t paddle,“ said the one-
time resident of the former 
Euphemia Township who 
now lives in Enniskillen 
Township near Petrolia.

“Our next initiative 
involves a virtual team 
workout competition, where 
teams of 10 (five male and 
five female) compete against 

each other within their age 
divisions. 

“The paddlers will perform 
a timed body weight 
challenge (there are five in 
total and two paddlers do 
each challenge) and record 
their results expected to 
be available by the end of 
January,” she said. 

Johnson, who recently 
retired after spending 

nearly three decades as an 
educator at North Lambton 
Secondary School in 
Forest, says the focus is 
to encourage a bit of fun 
rivalry and to promote the 
sport at the same time. 

For more information on 
the sport of Dragon Boating, 
or to find out more about 
the competition, email 
cathyjohnson48@gmail.com

Enniskillen woman named to national Dragon Boat committee

Weir makes the cut at The Masters, finishes at two over par
The Independent

Mike Weir seemingly ran 
out of gas bogeying three 
of his last five holes to 
card a 76 to finish the 2020 
Masters Sunday.

He finished at 290.  His 
score of two over par was 

his best finish at Augusta 
since he shot an identical 
72-hole score in 2008.

 He finished in a tie for 
51st place out of the 92-man 
field and earned just over 
$28,000. 

The 2003 champion was 
five under par on the par 

fives at the event, but plus 
seven on the other holes.  

The 50 year-old from 
Bright’s Grove had earlier 
rounds of 71, 72 and 71.  

It was the first time he 
made the cut at the Masters 
since 2014. Corey Conners 
was the top Canadian. He 

finished in tenth place at 
nine under par.  

Dustin Johnson, the 
partner to Wayne Gretzky’s 
daughter, Paulina, won the 
tournament by five shots 
carding a tournament record 
score of twenty under par.

Sarnia Lambton Hall of Fame mourns death of Rick Fraser
The Sarnia-Lambton 

Sports Hall of Fame has 
lost one of its most recent 
members. 

Rick Fraser died this week 
following a battle with 
cancer. He was 66. 

Fraser played with the 
Oshawa Generals from 
1971-74 and went on to play 
a handful of games with 
the WHA’s Indianapolis 
Racers during the 1974-75 
campaign.

  He is the younger 
brother of former NHL 
referee Kerry Fraser and 
the father of ex-Sarnia 
Sting Jamie Fraser who is 
currently playing his tenth 
professional season in 

Austria.  
Rick Fraser, a retired City 

of Sarnia firefighter as well 
as minor hockey coach and 
referee, was inducted into 
the Sarnia-Lambton Hall of 
Fame in 2019.

Arena advertising rates slashed with fewer spectators in building 
The Independent

Petrolia is slashing the 
prices of its advertising 
in Greenwood Recreation 
Centre to give their sponsors 
the right bang for their buck.

In a report to town council, 
Dave Menzies, director of 
facilities and recreation, 
says with the continued 
pandemic and current state 
of emergency still in effect, 
the Greenwood Recreation 
Centre is operating well 

below the traditional amount 
of visitors to the arena.

Under the town’s 
reopening plan, only 50 
people, including players, 
coaches and parents, are 
allowed in the facility at 
one time. And they won’t be 
staying around for fries after 
the game - the concession 
stand is closed for the year 
and players are expected 
to come dresses for play 
because dressing rooms are 
not open.

The move has frustrated 
some family members 
who say particularly in the 
winter, it is unreasonable 
to have kids coming in and 
out of the cold in hockey 
equipment that is wet with 
sweat.

Extra tournaments, like 
Petrolia Silverstick, have 
also been cancelled this year 
due to the pandemic.

As long as the restrictions 
remain in place, town 
officials say the number of 

people laying eyes on the 
billboards inside the arena 
will be much lower than a 
normal year.

Menzies says that means 
the regular rates are too 
high.

So council agreed to cut 
the fees by 50 per cent for 
advertising in the arena. 

Usually, the town brings 
$3,000 to $5,000 in revenue 
from advertising each year 
at Greenwood.

Support your favourite charities

The Jackpot is now

$3,328
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THOMPSON
Todd

It is with profound sadness that 
Todd’s  family announces the 
sudden passing of Todd at home 
in Ottawa on November 10, 
2020, at the age of 50. Todd was 
born and spent his childhood 
years on the family farm in 
Petrolia. Todd is loved by his 
mother, Carol Thompson (nee 
Sylvester), his brother , Wayne 
(Bonnie) Thompson, and his 
partner Jennifer Baker. He will 
also be missed by many aunts, 
uncles and cousins, especially his 
Aunt Jane. Todd was predeceased 
by his father, Douglas (1995), 
grandparents William and 
Helen (Napper) Thompson and 
William and Stella Sylvester. Todd 
achieved his goal of owning a 
financial business as co-owner of 
Trio Financial Planning.  With his 
traveller’s spirit, Todd spent time 
in Australia and New Zealand 
before settling in Ottawa, where 
he received his university degree. 
He crossed Canada in his travels, 
and recently toured Ireland and 
Scotland with his fiddle in hand 
always ready for a tune. Never a fan 
of children, Todd, spent the past 
sixteen years, as an unlikely, but 
loving (and much loved) uncle (by 
friendship) to Liam, Connor and 
Brynn Watson.   Todd was a lover 
of Christmas, he even convinced 
his mother to sew a Santa suit for 
him that he enjoyed with many 
kids; and family knew he could 
be the world’s super snoop in 
tracking down his Christmas gifts. 
An avid golfer with members of 
the Metcalfe Golf Course men’ s 
league, for almost fifteen years, 
Todd will be remembered for his 
sharp wit, brilliant smile and big 
heart.  A calm soul, Todd relished 
the chance to get away from it 
all and spend time camping and 
cottaging with friends and family. 
Todd’s infectious personality, 
accompanied  by a warm smile and 
wicked sense of humour gained 
him many friends. HOCKEY FANS, 
HERE HE COMES!! For many years 
Todd and Jen enjoyed attending 
Senator games and everything 
in the Ottawa household came 
to a halt on game night. In his 
competitive spirit, Todd was ever 
faithful to the Ottawa Senators 

and especially disappointed if 
they lost to Toronto Maple Leafs ( 
his brother’s forever favourite). He 
ran a hockey pool for many years. 
Todd’s passion was his fiddle; 
playing, competing in contests 
and teaching for many years as 
a teenager and into adulthood. 
Early on when first in Ottawa, 
as the fiddle player, he was a 
proud member of the band “UP 
ALL NIGHT”. For several years, 
Todd directed the Grand Masters 
Fiddle Organization  (nationwide) 
in financial  and corporate 
endeavors thus developing 
friendships with fiddlers across 
Canada.  Todd never forgot his 
roots, always returning to Petrolia 
to family for the many enjoyable 
celebrations and gracious social 
events planned by his Mother 
and brother on the family farm. 
As best friends, Todd shared a 
passion with Wayne, inherited 
from their father, for working 
with wood. Despite the distance, 
Todd, Carol, and, Wayne,  always 
maintained contact though daily 
telephone conversations. While 
in Petrolia, he was constantly 
renewing old friendships with 
former school classmates. Visitors 
were received on Wednesday, 
November 18, 2020 at the 
Needham-Jay Funeral Home, 
4059 Petrolia Line, Petrolia.      
Interment will be in Hillsdale 
Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, memorial donations 
may be made to your local 
Humane Society or the Grand 
Masters Fiddle Association 
through their website. 
Memories and condolences 
may be shared online at  

www.needhamjay.com.

Obituary

In Memory

Celebration

Card of Thanks

Notice

METCALFE
Shirley Margaret Edith

Dec. 10, 1934 – Oct. 30, 2020
Shirley Metcalfe (nee Duncan) 
of Petrolia, died peacefully sur-
rounded by family, Friday Octo-
ber 30, 2020 at C.E.E. Hospital of 
Bluewater Health Petrolia, at the 
age of 85. Beloved wife of Don 
Metcalfe for over 67 years. Shir-
ley will be lovingly remembered 
by her children, Terry (Jim) Willis, 
Mona (Alexander) Protas, Spencer 
(Deb) Metcalfe. She was a proud 
grandmother of Jason (Michelle) 
Robertson, Nadia Protas, Nusha 
Protas, Bronson (Giliane) Metcalfe, 
Zoey (Cole) Randall, Riley Met-
calfe and Jayden Russell. Great 
grandmother to Elyssa (Austin) 
Black, Makenzie Robertson, Ronin 
Metcalfe, Ryker and Levi Randall. 
She is survived by her siblings, 
John (Holly) Duncan, Jackie (Sam) 
Kay and Rick (Cheska) Duncan. 
Sister-in-law, Leone Mater, Kathy 
Duncan and Alice Duncan. She 
is pre-deceased by her parents 
Frank and Gladys Duncan, her 
siblings Ken Duncan, Betty (Bill) 
Hackett, Don Duncan, Merlin 
(Ann) Duncan, Jean (Bob) Mc-
Donald, Ralph Duncan, Doug 
Duncan. Brother-in-law Jack (Kay)
(Betty) Metcalfe and Doug (Mary)
(Lorraine)Metcalfe. Pre-deceased 
by son-in-law Harley Robert-
son and grandson Joel. She is 
loved by many nieces and neph-
ews on both sides of the family. 
Shirley’s commitment to her faith 
in Jesus was displayed in her love 
of life and enjoyment of it. She 
was known for her love of people 
and gracious hospitality, never 
sitting down while entertaining, 
she wanted everyone’s needs 
to be met. We all enjoyed her 
infectious laugh and quick wit. 
She had a varied career starting as 
a telephone operator for Bell Can-
ada, worked at Crest Home Hard-
ware, and Petrolia Topic. She was 
highly regarded in the advertising 
industry, having had a successful 
advertising business with Coffee 
Time News. She left her mark on 
many lives through her involve-
ment as a Sunday school teacher, 
youth ministries and Christian 
Business Women, Stonecroft 
Canada , now known as RSVP Min-
istries. We would like to thank Dr. 
Li for his years of compassionate 
care towards Shirley, she was in 
constant praise of him. Gratitude 
to the Albany Retirement Village 
staff and their exceptional atten-
tion during these difficult Covid 
times. Thank you to the nursing 
staff at C.E.E. Hospital with special 
thanks to Marie, Kim and Bailey. 
We saw God’s care towards our 
family demonstrated through 

them.

Obituary

Love your family

Happy
80th

Birthday
Theresa

Goodhand

Sincerely, Jim, 
Mike, Cathy & family

Dean, Bridgett & family, 
Todd, Megan & family

Tim, Tracy & family

Card of Thanks - Barbara Ann "Leone"Annett

The family of the late Leone Annett would like to thank all of 
our family, friends and neighbours for the love and support  we 

received  as we grieved our loss.  We would like to thank everyone 
for the food, floral arrangements, visits, many cards and charitable 

donations.  A very special thank you to Bluewater Health, 
Palliative Care Unit for the wonderful care Leone received during 
her short stay there. A special thank you to Dr. Butler, Dr. Lebert, 
Dr. Kim, Resident Dr., and LHIN. Thank you to Steve and staff of 
Needham Jay Funeral Home for the caring guidance offered to us. 
Thank you to Marie McNally for the beautiful service. Thank you 
to anyone who we have missed.  Our hearts are full of gratitude.

In LovIng MeMory of

Craig Moffatt
who passed away 

six years ago,
November 14, 2014.

We All Miss You
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And many tears still flow.
What it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you will remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.

Missing you greatly,
Lisa

Bailey and Murissa
Brandi, Cody and Dan

WAGNER
Audrey Jean

Aug 1, 1934- Nov 16, 2020
Passed away peacefully in her 
sleep at the Chatham-Kent Health 
Alliance, Chatham Campus on 
Monday, November 16, 2020 
at the age of 86. Beloved wife of 
the late (G. Robert) Bob Wagner 
(1993). Lovingly missed by chil-
dren Terry of Sarnia, Valerie (Mike) 
Cumming of Oil Springs, and Tim 
of North York. Audrey was very 
proud of her grandchildren; Dana 
(Andy), Jen (Darcy), Cory, Nyah, 
Cefaye, along with great-grand-
children Leah, Allie, Dylan, and 
Lukas. She will be deeply missed 
by sister Joan (late Ken) Thomp-
son and brothers, Doug (Linda) 
Crummy and Dale (Maxine) Crum-
my. Predeceased by sister Doreen 
(late Al) Furlotte and in-laws, Jack 
(Hilda) Wagner, Bill (Mary-Kay) 
Wagner, Cal (Mary) Wagner, Ken 
(Dorothy) Wagner, Laura (Orlo) 
Mater, Jean (Harvey) Ford, Mary 
(Delbert) McCallum and Fay Ste-
vens. Survived by in-laws Shirley 
“Tootie” (Late Ray) Woodburn, 
Ralph Stevens, several nieces and 
nephews. Being the eldest daugh-
ter/child of the late Clayton (2003) 
and Rheta (Hughes,1947), Audrey 
grew up fast after her mothers 
passing. It was this early caring, 
nurturing and guidance for her 
younger sisters and brothers that 
“sparked” Audrey’s desire to be a 
school teacher. After graduating 
from London’s Normal School 
and a short stint teaching in Sar-
nia, Audrey married the love of 
her life, Bob in 1957. Taking a 
few years off to raise three chil-
dren, Audrey returned to teach 
as a one room schoolhouse near 
Oakdale until the opening of the 
new Dawn Central Public School 
in 1964. During Audrey’s teaching 
career her and Bob moved from 
the family farm to their dream 
home in Rutherford. After their re-
tirement in 1989, they embarked 
on several travels until Bob’s 
sudden passing in 1993. Audrey 
continued to be active with the 
Rutherford United Church until 
its closure, with Meals on Wheels, 
and volunteering at Park Street 
Retirement Residence in Dresden, 
where she eventually moved in 
2014. A “stubborn” force of nature, 
Audrey will never be forgotten. A 
special thank you on behalf of the 
family wishes to be extended to 
everyone who tended to Audrey 
during her hospital stay and espe-
cially to all the workers, staff, and 
residents at Park Street Retire-
ment Residence. “God Bless All” A 
Private Family Service will take 
place at the Badder Funeral 
Home & Reception Centre, 679 
North St., Dresden. Interment 
to follow at Oil Springs Cem-
etery. Those wishing to leave an 
expression of sympathy are asked 
to consider the Heart & Stroke 
Foundation. Online condolences 
and donations may be left at  
www.badderfuneralhome.com.

Obituary

Not all products are
available in all provinces

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming

Line/Lot Clearing
Hedge/Shrub Maintenance

INSURED
Brett Sharpe
519-330-3280

FREE QUOTES

Sunday, November 8

SHAWKENCE, Jonathan
Age 25, of Kettle Point
Denning’s of Forest

WIKHOLM, Kimberley
Age 62, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

KILROY, Irene “Ann”
Age 78, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

ANNETT, Leone
Age 80, of Petrolia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

BADDUKE, Georgette
Age 82, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10

THOMPSON, Todd
Age 50, of Ottawa
Needham-Jay Funeral Home 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

CAUDLE, Edwin
Age 76, of Forest
Gilpin Funeral Home

VANWIJNEN, Gerrit 
“George”
Age 79, of Sarnia
Knight Funeral Home

HUGHES, Retta
Age 95, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12

WALKER, Margery Carla
Age 82, of Petrolia
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14

NGUYEN, Thanh
Age 50, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

RICHIE, Lewis
Age 78, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

HEIDRICH, Henry
Age 91, of Petrolia
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

Death Notices
November 8 - November 15, 2020

This information is provided as a community service. 
For detailed information, please refer to the funeral 

home website listing.

ADVERTISING POLICY - The 
publisher of this newspaper, The 
Independent of Petrolia and Cen-
tral Lambton, reserves the right to 
clarify or refuse any advertisement 
based on its sole discretion. The 
publisher reserves the right to re-
ject, discontinue or omit any adver-
tisement without notice or penalty 
to either party. Liability for errors 
or non-insertion is limited to the 
amount paid for the cost of space 
occupied by the error. Claims of er-
rors must be made prior to the next 
publication date.

Notice

Classified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon
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** To have your event included in the 
above Calendar of Events the following 

information is required:
Date: __________________________________
Time: __________________________________	
Town: _ ________________________________
Event Title: _ ____________________________
Phone # / website: _ ______________________

You can drop this off at our office or email 
the information to us at

office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

of eventsPLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Events are listed FREE for non-profit 
groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to 
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

Upcoming Events
DATE START

TIME LOCATION EVENT	 CONTACT INFO

Nov 19 6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Nov 20 6pm Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle, Catch the Ace & 50/50 

519-876-2360
Nov 21 Sarnia MADD Sarnia/Lambton Cashier Ask funraiser at SUNRIPE in Sar-

nia, Robb Carr’s No Frills in Corunna, Foodland in Wyoming or Heidi’s 
Independent in Petrolia. To Support our Red Ribbon Campaign to 
stop impaired driving. 

Nov 21 9-2pm Wyoming Wyoming Vendor/Craft Show at the Wyoming Legion. 100’s 
of products available. All covid-19 rules will be followed. Lunch 
Available. 

Nov 21 1-3pm Petrolia Petrolia Legion “Back to the Basics Soup & Sandwich Meal”. 
$5 a person. Beef barley or cream of potato soup with egg salad or 
ham & cheese sandwich. No need to pre-order. Take out or eat in. 

Nov 21 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle & 50/50 Draw
Nov 25 7-9pm Petrolia ESCAPE! at Kingswell Clubhouse is an Escape Room Style 

experience all at your table! Teams of 4-6. $15 a person. Limited 
availability. To register email ally@petroliahospitality.com to register 
your team. 

Nov 26 6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Nov 26 7-10pm Petrolia LCDS Holiday Craft Night at Kingswell Glen Golf Club. $35 a 

spot. Create one-of-a-kind holiday decor & enjoy a fun night out! 
To register please contact Shawna at 519-882-0933 ext10 or email 
sbelan@lcs.on.ca max group of 6. Cash bar available. 

Nov 27 6pm Watford Watford Legion Meat Raffle, Catch the Ace & 50/50 
519-876-2360

Nov 28 9am Alvinston Alvinston Legion Bake Sale & Dutch Auction. Meat Raffle & Catch 
the Ace at 3:30pm

Nov 28 9-2p Forest 3rd Annual Forest legion Ladies Auxiliary Christmas Craft 
Sale at the Forest legion. Masks must be worn & social distancing 
guidelines apply. Any questions call Charlotte Wilcocks 519-330-
8077

Nov 28 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle & 50/50 Draw
Nov 28 6-8p Forest Forest Santa Claus Parade at Forest Fairgrounds. Enter off Hub-

bard Line. Entry fee of a canned food. Decorate your car! for more 
info email illmanruth@gmail.com

Nov 29 4:30-
6:30pm

Alvinston Alvinston ice Angels Drive Thru Chicken & Rib Dinner at the 
BAICC. $20/Meal. Chicken & Rib, baked potato, bked beans, buns, 
cookie. Advanced tickets only. 

Dec 2 8-10pm Petrolia Join Michael Vanhevel for Trivia Night at Kingswell Clubhouse 
(4300 Garden Cres). Max Team size of 6.

Dec 3 4:30-
6:30p

Watford Watford Legion Drive by Turkey Dinner. Dinner includes: turkey, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetables, wold’s greatest dressing, dinner 
roll, dessert. $20 donation to legion. Cash only. Limited meals. Call 
Joan @ 519-876-2519 to reserve your meal & pick up time. 

Dec 3 6-8p Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Dec 4 6pm Petrolia Petrolia’s Lighting of the Lights - Watch Virtually. Go to the Town 

of Petrolia’s Facebook or Youtube Page to watch
Dec 5 9am-

12pm
Petrolia Santa is coming to town. Santa will be visiting every street in 

Petrolia. He will be escorted by firetrucks. 
Dec 5 1-3pm Petrolia Santa at the Farmer’s Market. Join in and get a photo with Santa. 

Sponsored by the Lambton Central Petrolia Optimist Club. 
Dec 10 6-8p Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Dec 12 6-7pm Alvinston Alvinston Optimist Santa Clause Parade & Tour. Stop by the 

Alvinston Arena to meet Santa and get your map for a tour of the 
drive through parade. 

Dec 16 8-10pm Petrolia Join Michael Vanhevel for Trivia Night at Kingswell Clubhouse 
(4300 Garden Cres). Max Team size of 6.

Dec 17 6-8p Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Haywood’s Tap & Grill

Business & Service Directory

PRO-TAX
Professional INCOME TAX SERVICES

 jam_jo11@hotmail.com
Joanne Jamieson

(Pro-Tax is a division of Teogotha Inc.)

3927 Petrolia Line
519-882-2966

Appointment
Only

...................
Pick up & Delivery

Available

 www.protaxpetrolia.com

GB Excavating
Excavating/Septic

Steve Greer
Owner

4396 Nauvoo Rd.
Watford ON
N0M 2S0
519-494-1855

gbexc@brktel.on.ca
gbexcavating.ca

Advertise your business
or service here

for as little as

$29.50 per week.
Call and find out more

226-738-0728

St. Andrew’s
Prebyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In this time of Social distancing 
we invite you to join a virtual 

congregation and watch the Sunday 
morning worship at St.Andrew’s.

10am Service - Live

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

 
Welcome Back!

We invite you to join our congregation 
for Sunday Worship at 11am 

Masks are required!

Join Us for Worship - All are Welcome
Church Office 519-845-3963

Find us on Facebook

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

St. Paul’s United Church is now open 
to the public for Sunday Services. 
New protocols will be in place for 

everyone’s safety. 

Rev. Susan Cameron
10:30am Service

Church Office: 519-882-1390
stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia
SERVICE SUSPENDED 

until further notice
in compliance with Ontario Corona 

Virus meeting guidelines
Pastor: Alex Craig

Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com

www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Christ Church Anglican
414 Oil Street, Petrolia 

Sunday Service at 11am
 

Please follow all Covid-19 
guidelines and wear you mask. 

Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee
Church Office 519-882-1430

christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com
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EXTEND YOUR REACH - ADVERTISE PROVINCIALLY OR ACROSS THE COUNTRY! 
For more information visit www.ocna.org/network-advertising-program

ADVERTISING
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REACH HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF CUSTOMERS IN 
ONTARIO EACH WEEK IN OUR 

WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS!

Your Classified Ad or LOGO Ad would 
appear in weekly newspapers each 
week across Ontario or regions of 

Ontario in urban, suburban and rural 
areas. 

For more information Email: 
kmagill@rogers.com

AUCTIONS

Ward's & Bud Haynes Firearms 
Auction, Saturday, December 12th, 
Edmonton, Alberta. Hundreds of Lots in 
all Classes. www.WardsAuctions.com. 
Call Brad 780-940-8378; Linda 403-
597-1095 to consign.

WANTED

FIREARMS WANTED FOR DECEM-
BER 12th, 2020 LIVE & ONLINE AUC-
TION: Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns, Mil-
itaria. Auction or Purchase: Collections, 
Estates, Individual Items. Contact Paul, 
Switzer's Auction: Toll-Free 1-800-694-
2609, sales@switzersauction.com or 

www.switzersauction.com.

BUSINESS OPPS.
 
 
 

 
 

ATTN: ONTARIO INVENTORS!! 
Need Inventing Help?

 Call Davison!!
Ideas Wanted! 

CALL DAVISON TODAY:
1-800-256-0429 
OR VISIT US AT:

Inventing.Davison.com/Ontario 
FREE Inventor's Guide!! 

HEALTH
 
 
 GET UP TO

$50,000
from the Government of Canada.

Do you or someone you know Have 
any of these Conditions? ADHD, 

Anxiety, Arthritis, Asthma, Cancer, 
COPD, Depression, Diabetes, 

Difficulty Walking, Fibromyalgia, 
Irritable Bowels, Overweight, Trouble 
Dressing...and Hundreds more.  ALL 
Ages & Medical Conditions Qualify. 

Have a child under 18 instantly 
receive more money. 

CALL ONTARIO BENEFITS 
1-(800)-211-3550 

or Send a Text Message with Your 
Name and Mailing Address to  

(647)560-4274  

for your FREE benefits package.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$$ CONSOLIDATE
YOUR DEBT NOW $$

 
 

HOME OWNER LOANS FOR ANY 
PURPOSE!!

Pay down other high interest debt!

Bank turn downs, Tax or Mortgage 
arrears, Self-Employed, Bad Credit, 
Bankruptcy - We Can Help! Even in 

extreme situations of bad credit.

Borrow: Pay Monthly:
$100,000 $420.60
$200,000 $ 841.21

 
LARGER AMOUNTS AVAILABLE

!!Decrease monthly payments 
up to 80%!! 

Based on 3% APR. OAC 
FOR MORE INFORMATION  

OR TO APPLY NOW BY  
PHONE OR ONLINE:

1-888-307-7799
www.ontario-widefinancial.com 

ONTARIO-WIDE FINANCIAL 
1801347inc 

FSCO Licence #12456
!! WE ARE HERE TO HELP !!

VACATION/TRAVEL

Celebrate the Beauty and 
History of Canada’s Rivers

4 - 7 night calm water cruises on a
replica steamboat

Meals, attractions, and entertainment 
included

Departures from Kingston, Ottawa,
Quebec City

VACATION SAFELY IN CANADA

Request our complimentary brochure

CALL 1-800-267-7868

www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.com

253 Ontario St., Kingston, ON
(TICO #2168740)

ADVERTISING

The printed community newspaper 
is by far the favourite source of local 
news and information in communities 
large and small across Canada. Time 
spent with a community newspaper is 
virtually unchanged compared to two 
years ago and not surprisingly, the 
predominant reason for reading print-
ed community newspapers is local 
information, including news, editorial, 
sports, entertainment and events.

MORTGAGES

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DECLINED BY YOUR BANK?
WE CAN HELP!

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES
Debt Consolidation

Renovations, Tax Arrears
Mortgage Arrears, Debt problems

CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBT NOW!!!
CUT MONTHLY PAYMENTS  

UP TO 75%

No Income, Bad Credit
Bankruptcy, Proposal

Power of Sale Stopped!!!

FREE APPRAISALS

CALL US FIRST FOR
A FREE CONSULTATION

1-800-282-1169

www.mortgageontario.com

(Licence #10969)

WANTED

WANTED: OLD TUBE AUDIO 
EQUIPMENT. 50 years or older. 
Amplifiers, Stereo, Recording and 
Theatre Sound Equipment. Hammond 
Organs, any condition. CALL Toll-Free 

1-800-947-0393 / 519-853-2157.

OCNA Network Classified Ads 
(AD CENTRAL)

Week of
November 16

Posted
NOVEMBER 12

Western
Region Ads included

This ad is to be printed by all participating Ontario papers

State of Michigan makes another bid to shut down Line 5 to Lambton
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

The legal battle between 
Enbridge and the State of 
Michigan - which could affect 
Lambton’s petrochemical 
companies -is ramping up again. 

Michigan Attorney General Dana 
Nessel, filed a suit in Ingham 
County Circuit Court on Nov. 
13 to end a 1953 easement that 
allows Enbridge to operate a pair 
of pipelines running through the 

Straits of Mackinac between Lake 
Michigan and Lake Huron. 

The pipelines are part of the Line 
5 network that runs from Superior, 
Wisconsin to Sarnia. 

The lawsuit says “Line 5 is a 
grave and unreasonable risk to 
the state’s residents and natural 
resources.” The state wants the 
pipeline shut down by May 12, 
2021. 

The state filed a lawsuit in 2019 
to shutdown Line 5. It still has to 
be heard.

Enbridge says the latest salvo 
won’t succeed. “This notice 
and the report from Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources 
are a distraction from the 
fundamental facts,” says Vern Yu, 
executive president and president 
of Enbridge’s Liquids Pipelines 
division. 

“Line 5 remains safe, as 
envisioned by the 1953 Easement, 
and as recently validated by our 
federal safety regulator,” says Yu. 

Enbridge scored a court victory 

in Ingham County in September 
after an investigation by the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration found that 
a damaged underwater anchor 
had not compromised the East 
pipeline running under the Straits 
of Mackinac. The court gave 
permission for the pipeline – 
which had been ordered closed – 
to resume flowing. 

“Line 5 is an essential source 
of energy for not only Michigan 
but for the entire region including 

Wisconsin, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Ontario, and 
Quebec,” Enbridge says in a 
statement. 

“Any disruption would have 
devastating consequences.”

Sarnia refineries are some of the 
largest producers of propane and 
gas for Eastern Canada.

 Line 5 serves as one of the 
main delivery systems for this 
production. 

- The Independent

Some good came from the pandemic, at least on one front. Leisure Lane put 200 
hours of work into creating 272 face masks - which are now mandatory in Ontario 
- with a Remembrance Day theme. Alice Sitek recently presented a cheque to the 
Petrolia Legion for $4,200. 

COMMUNITY CORNER COMMUNITY CORNER

 Doug Waller of Lambton Meats in Alvinston was able to present a cheque for 
$2,000 for the Operation Leave the Streets Behind to his local legion. This is a 
Legion program to get homeless or near homeless veterans off the streets. In 
June he donated $1 from every sale and once it reached $1,500 he topped it up to 
the $2,000 mark.
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