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SANTA DROPS BY TO SAY HI

Two COVID-19
outbreaks in
Lambton’s
petro chemical
industry

Heather Wright
The Independent

Santa Claus Parade. You can see more photos in our annual Christmas Edition which begins on Page 9.

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO
Santa and his reindeer dropped by Alvinston Saturday night to make the season bright. The town was filled with people
looking at the 16 stationary floats and 40 decorated homes as the Alvinston Optimist hosted an alternative to the annual

tracing.

Four people at Nova Chemicals Corunna Cracker
expansion projects are ill with COVID-19.

Company officials say Lambton Public Health
declared an outbreak there Dec. 11 after two con-
tractors tested positive. They were on site during the
infectious period according to spokesperson Julia
Tacovella. There have been two additional cases at
the unit since then.

“As a precaution, work has been suspended in the
affected area of the construction site until the New
Year,” says lacovella.

Work in the rest of the construction sites in Cor-
unna and Rokeby Line continues and people in the
regional manufacturing facilities are still working.

Tacovella says right now it is too early to say what
impact the pandemic will have on the $2 billion
construction projects.

Shell Canada is also dealing with a COVID-19
outbreak. While public health doesn’t release infor-
mation about COVID-19 cases, company officials
confirmed the employees tested positive.

Company official, Tara Lemay, says Shell is work-
ing with public health conducting “rigorous” contact

These are the first two outbreaks in the major

chemical plants since the pandemic began.

Neighbours don’t want Countryview Forest to become housing

Heather Wright
The Independent

A controversial plan to remove
about 17 acres of trees in Country-
view Estates in Petrolia to create
more housing will be under scru-
tiny again in January.

About 60 people logged into the
virtual Public Meeting about the
proposed zoning change which
would see an area deemed a
significant woodlot by the county
turned into 74 housing lots in the

trees.

And that has a lot of neighbours,
both in the subdivision and on the
surrounding farms upset.

Petrolia’s planner, Rob Nesbitt
told town councillors the plan
of subdivision for Countryview
Estates was approved in 2007.
The developer at the time planned
to build into the 25-acre woodlot.
That plan got council’s stamp of
approval Nesbitt says. At the time
it wasn’t designated as a signifi-
cant woodland.

But both the county and the town
now recognize and zone the space
as a significant woodlot. The cur-
rent developer, Bob Leaper, has
been working with the St. Clair
Region Conservation Authority,
the County of Lambton and the
Ministry of the Environment for
months to come up with a plan to
remove 17 acres of trees and leave
seven acres in five strips of trees
about 61 feet wide at the back of
each of the new developed lots.
There would also be a 120 foot

wide strip of trees at the centre of
the development Nesbitt says.

Leaper has also completed a spe-
cies at risk study and the Ministry
of the Environment determined
“the project will likely not con-
travene the species protection or
habitat protection portion of the
Endangered Species Act,” Nesbitt
said Monday.

That coupled with the approval
of the draft plan of subdivision in
2007 means the housing should be
built, says Nesbitt. “Therefore, the

preservation of the entire woodlot
is not possible.”

But neighbours disagree. And
one says he will take legal action
to stop the development.

Bryce Moor has lived in
Countryview Estates since 2002.
He says the woodlot was one of
the reasons he and his wife chose
to buy their home.

Now, he’s concerned its about to
be altered forever.
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CHRISTMAS BOXES

ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO
Volunteers pack some of the Christmas boxes being prepared for nearly 400 families across Lambton County. The women are part of a much smaller than normal crew of
volunteers to Christmas for Everyone as organizers of the annual program tried to make sure they followed pandemic protocols during the packing process. Sandra Hartman
says the first of the boxes will leave Petrolia’s New Life Church Thursday.

Woodlot worries: neighbours want trees to stay

CON’T FROM PG 1

Moor pointed out the significant woodlot
is a Carolinian woodlot.

“They also make for good marketing for
the town that wants to promote itself as
green,” he says.

“I don’t know of many other towns in the
province of Ontario that can say that.”

Moor was also concerned about
maintaining what was left of the woodlot if
it is subdivided.

“If you turn it around and rely on people
who buy lots and have a strip of the
Carolinian forest to maintain it, I would
question the long-term viability in that
because once it is going to be behind the
fence, potentially you have no more control
over it,” says Moor.

He urged council to see the value of the
woodlot to the community.

“When you have something in your
backyard, you only have it once... if you
take 25 acres down to a few rows of
trees, basically it’s gone for good, and the
opportunity that you have here with council
to assess what to do with it, will be gone.”

It’s not just homeowners upset. Two local
farmers suggested the woodlot should
remain to be a buffer between farmland and
residential lots.

“Racher farms has been a successfully
owned and operated livestock farm since
1935 and it has no intention of altering its
operation to accommodate the proposed
allure of moving more people to the
immediate interface between rural life and
the town. That interface has been a known

source of unjustified odor complaints, light
and noise pollution complaints, as well as
any other inconvenience associated with
the production of crops,” said Ross White,
Racher’s representative.

“Regardless of what type of smoke show
the developers may be suggesting, the new
homeowners will feel they should all be
exempt from these rule inconveniences.”

White says that will lead to friction
between the Rachers, the developer, the
town and the neighbours.

“The existing woodlot provides a natural
buffer zone and ensures proper separation
of two completely incompatible planning
zones.”

White added a woodlot is too important to
be sold off for profit.

“Equally disturbing as a suggestion
that a single desire of a private enterprise
to destroy an eco structure of a native
woodlot for personal gain, would be openly
welcomed by a town councillor who should
be sworn to protect that space. Naturalized
zones are a rare commodity within a town
and are the envy of towns and cities across
Canada. Petrolia appears to be willing to
lose that resource by supporting a rezoning.”

White says the Rachers are willing to use
any legal avenue to make sure the new lots
are not approved.

The town has scheduled a second public
meeting for Jan. 11 since so many of the
people who came to speak against the new
lots did not get a chance to speak.

Leaper says he’ll address the concerns
then.

Zoom bomber drops naughty pics in Petrolia

Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia Council covers some pretty hot
topics, but things usually don’t get steamy.

But about 11 minutes into Monday’s
virtual meeting on Zoom, town councillors
were confused as town staff worked fran-
tically to remove images of young women
in panties dancing to suggestive music.
The women’s upper bodies appeared to be
covered by text similar to a computer error
message.

Staff got the first image off the screen
quickly. But a little over a minute later, an-
other appeared for all the 61 people logged
on to see.

Staff again removed the image. “These
interruptions are not appropriate,” Coun-
cillor Ross O’Hara said. But the meeting
continued

Then, about 15 minutes into the council
meeting, a loud voice broke through drop-
ping the F-bomb three times.

“We’re being hacked here,” O’Hara then
concluded.

He was right. And it’s not uncommon.

It’s a practice called Zoom Bombing.
Hackers find Zoom meeting links on the
internet and then dial in and take over the
meeting.

The attacks have become more common
during the pandemic with university stu-
dents giving their final dissertations being
bombed with pornography.

Closer to home, in Chatham-Kent a group

of about 100 volunteers were stunned when
Zoom Bombers hacked into their meeting
about a food drive and dropped in child
pornography.

The meeting was shutdown and local po-
lice vowed to investigate. So far, no char-
ges have been laid in the April incident.

Experts say if a Zoom Bombing oc-
curs, the host of the meeting should work
quickly to remove them from the meet-
ing, which Petrolia staff did, much to the
surprise of one Bluewater Power official.
Alex Palimaka was set to speak to council
but was booted out of the meeting when
the Zoom Bombing occurred. He jokingly
assured councillors he was not the bomber.

Security experts at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia suggest these tips to avoid
Zoom Bombing. Avoid sharing meeting
links on social media or public outlets and
avoid using Personal Meeting IDs.

Restrict screen sharing to the host and
manage participants by muting participants
or disabling video.

Remove unwanted or disruptive partici-
pants and use the waiting room feature to
ensure that only the participants you want
are allowed to join the meeting.

The Town of Petrolia follows most of
these guidelines including screening par-
ticipants in a waiting room. However, the
practice is obviously not fool proof.

And, because meetings are public, the
town publicly offers the Zoom links on its
website to promote citizens to be involved
in council meetings.

Every dollar
spent in Petrolia
supports our

391 Victoria Street
WATFORD

Own a classic Victorian home on
Victoria Street in Watford with an

MP Marilyn Gladu

Sarnia-Lambton

friends and

L-shaped front porch. This spacious
We Are Here To Serve You neighbours 4-bedroom, 2 storey family home has
: : . been recently
1000 Finch D_FIVG, renovated throughout; a must see.
Sarnia , Ontario Now offering an open concept kitchen,
N7S 6G5 dining area and living room leading to
$ a covered and open deck for family fun
3'79 900 or entertaining friends.
519-383-6600 ’ ML5#20015695 Call for more info!

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford « 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com

Leo Sthanatian Sales Representative
L Direct: 519-878-5981  leo@shanahanrealty.com « Fax-519.849.6683

marilyn.gladu@parl.gc.ca

PETROLIA

www.mpmarilyngladu.ca )
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LANCER RECOGNITION

ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO

Members of the LCCVI Class of 2020 missed out on an in person graduation this
year because of the pandemic. Schools closed in March and finished the year online.
The original plan had LCCVI graduates returning in November for an in person
ceremony, however the board of education cancelled those events in the fall as the
pandemic continued to worsen. Principal Greg Nemcek wanted something to mark
the end of the student’s high school careers. So until Thursday, graduates can sign up
for a slot to claim their diploma, any awards and scholarships and pose for a couple of
pictures. They also get to take home the graduation cap. “We wanted to do something
for them,” says Nemcek. “We wanted to have some sort of closure for them.”

Hope and concern over COVID-19

Heather Wright
The Independent

There is hope and concern about the
COVID-19 pandemic as we head into
Christmas.

In some ways, it has moved closer to
home. This week, the Lambton-Kent Dis-
trict School Board reported a COVID-19
case at LCCVI in Petrolia.

Principal Greg Nemcek says the student’s
case was detected but it wasn’t a concern
in the school community. Neither staff nor
students had to be isolated although parents
were notified there had been a confirmed
case linked to the school.

And Lambton recorded another death
linked to COVID-19. However Lambton’s
Medical Officer of Health is making it clear
COVID-19 was a factor in the man’s death
but not the main cause. Dr. Sudit Ranade
says a man in his 70s passed away Dec. 9.
He sent condolences out to the family.

But he wanted to make clear that while the
man’s death is recorded in the COVID-19
statistics in the county, it was not the main
cause of death.

The death linked to COVID-19 is the
26th in Lambton since the pandemic was
declared.

The cases in Lambton come as the number
of people infected with the virus continues
to rise. As of Tuesday, there were 25 people
ill with COVID-19 in Lambton. Since
March, 456 people have been diagnosed
with the virus - 21 more cases since last
Tuesday.

“Our numbers are creeping up,” Ranade
told reporters Monday. “And we know that
we’re seeing more cases every day. And
that’s a predictable pattern of increased
transmission.”

He’s urging people to reduce the number
of people they are in contact with to just
immediate household and to continue doing
things like physical distancing, wearing a
mask and staying home when you’re sick.

But Ranade is also encouraged as the first
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine comes to
Ontario. A PSW in Toronto was the first
person to get the Pfizer vaccine on Monday.
Ranade says it will be some time before a

vaccine makes its way to Lambton for the
general population.

“Let’s all be patient,” he says. “There are
a few places that the vaccine is going to go
first... I think it’s going to be initially distrib-
uted to places that are in red or grey (zones
which have the most cases of COVID-19)
and to particular populations there.”

The federal government says health care
workers in hospitals and long term care will
be the first to get the vaccine along with
residents of long term care. Tuesday, On-
tario officials said long term care residents
will likely receive a vaccine from Moderna
which can be administered at the homes.

Ranade calls the vaccine a light at the end
of the tunnel. But he cautions there is still a
long way to go and some communities will
face a lot of hardship yet. Windsor-Essex
for example was placed in lock down for a
month as over 100 people test positive for
the virus each day regularly in the last week.

Middlesex-London is also facing increas-
ing restrictions as it moves into the Red
Zone which has the second highest level of
restrictions.

And the number of cases across the prov-
ince continues to rise. Tuesday there were
2,275 new cases and 20 more deaths. It’s
likely by mid-week, over 4,000 Ontario resi-
dents will have died from COVID-19.

The virus continues to be a problem in
long term care homes with 695 residents
with COVID-19 in 292 of the province’s
626 homes.

And 761 long term care workers have been
diagnosed with the virus.

Those numbers and the attitude that a vac-
cine is coming so we may not have to be as
careful does worry Ranade.

“It’s a bit of a concern. I think that we’ve
also seen a lot of other parallel messaging
going on that says, you know, the vaccines
to get us out of this until enough people are
immunized to stop transmission in its tracks,
which is going to be quite a while from now,
especially given the limitations around the
vaccines that we’re getting and how they’re
stored and how they can be distributed.
Right?

“So so the vaccine is a light, but at the end
of the tunnel, but it’s still a long time.”
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Editorial

Let’s not drop the ball

After 10 months of gloomy news, regulations, face
masks and death, there is a light at the end of the
tunnel and our screens and newspapers have been laser
focused on it.

The first COVID-19 vaccines have been approved,
landed on Ontario soil, and were injected into the arm
of a health care worker all in the matter of a week.

There has been almost wall-to-wall coverage of
where, when, and how the coveted vaccine arrives.
And of course, the big question - who receives the first
of the 6,000 Ontario shots? As it turns out, a personal
support worker - Anita Quidangen - from Toronto.
She’s been working as a PSW since 1988 and has been
at a not for profit home - throughout the pandemic.

Health care workers will be among the first to receive
the doses and, the elderly who have the highest death
rates due to COVID-19.

Nursing homes have been hot spots for the virus
because of the age of the residents and because
COVID-19 moves quickly in close quarters.

And while we can all be excited the vaccine has been
developed and is actually in the arms of at least some
Ontario residents alreadys, it’s not victory yet.

We fear that over the last week, Ontario residents
weary of COVID-19’s grip on our health, mental
health, social lives, employment and economic future,
have seen the light and decided they’re in the clear.

The truth of the matter is despite the joy and the
hype, it could be months before you are able to get a
COVID-19 vaccine, particularly if you are under the
age of 65.

Consider this; there are over 70,000 people living in
long term care in this province. Ontario received 6,000
doses Monday - most of which went to long term care
workers.

Across Canada, 249,000 doses are expected by
the end of the year, so realistically, even the most
vulnerable in our province will be protected by the end
of 2020.

That means your actions are still very important. We
have to continue staying six feet apart, limiting who
we spend time with and wearing a mask when we’re in

places where you can’t be distanced from other people.

We’re almost to the goal line, let’s not drop the ball
now.

Our Story

Letters to the Editor

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor.

Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email

to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca (please use
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca

You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1RO0.

The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity
and clarity.

All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number
for verification.
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McEwen remembered

The Independent

One of the area’s last Second World
War veterans has passed away.

Ron McEwen was just four days away
from his 100th birthday when he died on
Dec.7.

McEwen was born in Petrolia and
lived in the Wyoming area most of his
life. After secondary school, he joined
the Air Force in Dec. 1942 and was
called up for duty just four months later.
McEwen spent three years serving in

Canada and England and his family, in
his obituary, wrote his bomber pilot’s
training and winds were his “college
education.”

When he returned to Canada, he became a founding
member of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 388 in
Wyoming. He purchased the family farm and became ac-
tive in the community. McEwen was a member of the local
school board and championed the idea of central schools to
improve primary education.

He was one of the early adapters of no-till farming.
McEwen was named Conservation Farmer of the Year in
Lambton in 1987 because he started Ridge Till farming.

McEwen always stayed active in the Legion. He was part
of the committee which built the current Legion. He was
also part of the group which built Royaleigh in Wyoming.

He lived there with his second wife for 20 years.

Recently, he’d lived in Sarnia at Landmark Retirement
Village and more recently Vision Nursing Home, where he
passed away at the age of 99.

Plympton-Wyoming Mayor Lonny Napper paid tribute to
McEwen at a recent council meeting saying he had contrib-
uted greatly to the community. A moment of silence was
also held.

Ron
McEwen

Charge laid in Hollingsworth crash
The Independent

Lambton OPP have charged a Kitchener woman in
connection with an accident which took the life of a Watford
man earlier this year.

On Sept. 20, Bob Hollingsworth was in his van when he
and another car collided at the intersection of London Line
and Forest Road.

Hollingsworth, 57, was known as The Paint Man and was
often seen wearing a Sherwin Williams T-shirt, driving
around in his van with his dog, Lexy, and cat, Hustle, whom
he often took to work with him.

Lexy was in the van when the accident occurred but was
unharmed. Hollingsworth’s obituary said he was in “the
protective embrace of his furry sidekick™ at the time.

He was also known for his love of family and was on the
way to visit someone when the accident occurred.

The driver of the other car was taken to hospital with what
police termed non-life threatening injuries.

Monday, OPP said Ahlyssa Van Es, 26, has been charged
with Careless Driving Cause Death.

ONE INJURED

Cre— .

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

A Lambton OPP officer looks for clues at the scene of
an accident on Black Ash Line Friday night. Petrolia/
North Enniskillen firefighters were called out around
7:30 pm and found a vehicle had driven through the
cedar hedge and was on fire. A man was found beside
the car unconscious. Firefighters revived him. OPP
officials say the man was taken to hospital with non-life
threatening injuries. Charges have not yet been laid.

No cannabis operations in PW for now

Heather Wright
The Independent

Developers looking to start a cannabis
operation in Plympton-Wyoming will
have to wait at least a year.

Town councillors have agreed to
enact an interim control bylaw for
at least one year in the hopes it can

set some guidelines for where the greenhouse.

voice concerns about legal cannabis
operations from Petrolia.

High Park Farms has been producing
marijuana for the recreation and
medicinal market since 2018 on
Lasalle Line in Enniskillen — close to
Plympton-Wyoming’s border. Wright
gets calls about the light pollution
and the smells coming from the

able to find a solution to Plympton-
Wyoming’s concerns in other bylaws.

And she wants the time to get the
issue right.

Wright instead won the support of
council to look at an interim control
bylaw to stop the development of
cannabis operations for now.

At the Dec. 14 meeting, council
enacted the Interim Control bylaw.

operations can set up shop.

In the last year, two people have
expressed an interest in setting up
a cannabis growth operation in
Wyoming. Some municipalities limit
that activity to industrial areas. But
councillors voiced concern since the
town’s industrial land is in Wyoming
and close to housing. Plympton-
Wyoming Deputy Mayor Muriel
Wright had already heard residents

Planner Sarah Baldwin looked at
what other municipalities are doing to
protect residents from the unpleasant
side effects of the legal operation.
Some towns control the operations
with a site plan and others work
through separate noise and odour
bylaws. But council isn’t sure if
Plympton-Wyoming should follow the
lead of another community.

Wright says so far, they have not been

It’s effect is no cannabis cultivation or
production facilities will be allowed in
the municipality for at least a year. The
bylaw could be extended for a second
year.
Mayor Lonny Napper said earlier he
believes it’s a good idea for the time
being “until we have the proper time to
really look at it.”

In the meantime, Baldwin will
complete a study on the regulations.

Emery Huszka
Dealer - Florence ON,
226-373-6244

Julie Maw
Dealer - Courtright ON,
519-384-2281

Dave Foulon
Dealer - Tupperville ON,
519-683-2136

Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON,
519-360-6072

Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager

North Lambton ON,
519-899-3255
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4488 Mint Line,
RR#2 Tilbury, Ontario
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Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Reception Hall Rentals ¢4

Weddings
Anniversaries
Funerals
Business Meetings Up to 150 seating capacity
P Fully licensed by AGCO
e Bookings and information
(i) call: (519) 845 0011 or 845 3333

FOR SALE
¢ Navigation
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* Sto and Go storage
A GIFT!

¢ Rear Camera
e Loaded
*18,800 Kilometers

2019 Chrysler
Pacific

Tour L Plus

Gordon McGregor Motors Inc.
3175 Petrolia Line (4 kilometers West of Petrolia)

Call for Appointment 519-339-0642

There’s a home for

healthy, attractive smiles
in your neighbourhood

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the
whole family, from cleanings and exams to
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office,
you'll feel completely comfortable.

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

430 Albany Street * petroliadentistry.com
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WARWICK'’S SENIOR OF THE YEAR

ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO
Maryanne Cundick is Warwick’s Senior of the Year for 2020. Warwick Mayor Jackie
Rombouts made the presentation at the Watford Food Bank, where Cundick is the
coordinator. “Maryanne’s dedication to the Watford Food Bank has supported so
many local families over the years, especially this year as many adapt to changes
created by COVID-19,” says Rombouts. “Warwick Township Council is very grateful to
Maryanne for all that she does to make Warwick Township a wonderful place to live””
Cundick has been the volunteer coordinator at the food bank since 2012. She’s also a
member of the Watford Rotary and is involved with the Catholic Church.

Alvinston Optimist get $80k loan

Heather Wright
The Independent

Brooke-Alvinston will secure an $80,000 loan for the Alvinston Optimist so the long-
talked about pavilion project can go ahead.

But at least one person, Mayor Dave Ferguson, is concerned the club is using the township
as a bank.

The idea of erecting a pavilion at the Brooke-Alvinston-Inwood Community Centre
goes back six years. Before he became a councillor, Jamie Armstrong came to council as a
member of the Optimist Club proposing a massive renovation of the complex. The Optimist
goal in 2015 was to raise enough money to renovate washrooms and dressing rooms, build
a new canteen, provide a heated viewing area, and build a pavilion in a project which was
estimated to cost $1 million at the time.

But Armstrong and the Optimist grew frustrated as they applied for grants and failed to
get funding. Armstrong pointed to the council putting money into other projects and not
supporting the Optimist building project as one of the reasons the grants were rejected.

The project was broken into phases, but as that happened, the cost of construction climbed
and the Optimist put fundraising on hold.

In 2019, council agreed to work with Armstrong — now a councillor — and the club on a
pavilion attached to the arena near the ball diamonds. Thursday, Councillor Wayne Deans
and Deputy Frank Nemcek asked council approve a motion by Armstrong which would
see the town take out an $80,000 loan for the project which is now estimated to be about
$356,000.

Ferguson objected. He says for years, the municipality stood back and allowed the
Optimist Club to apply for grants for the project, hoping with only one project asking for
cash, it would be more likely for approval. “These have been multiple applications and they
have always been turned down; they’ve always said no,” says Ferguson adding that some
times the municipality found it had been “blocked” from applying for grants because the
Optimist had already submitted for their pavilion project.

“The Optimists are now requesting $80,000 (previously approved by council) of
taxpayers’ money from the municipality and a further $80,000 loan.

“Are we now a bank or a lending institution? Which group now heads to the municipality
for a long-term loan for new buildings, such as the Legion which is looking forward to
putting up a new facility across the road; they are a service club in the community also.”

Armstrong argued the Optimist pavilion would become municipal property, unlike the new
Legion.

And while Ferguson was sharply opposed, other councillors were more concerned about
the interest rate the municipal treasurer suggested - six per cent over five years.

Nemcek, who is also a member of the Optimist Club - suggested forcing the club to repay
the loan in five years might limit what it can do to help in the community. And he asked the
treasurer if there was a better interest rate available.

Stephen Ikert said he had charged the rate because the township would incur legal costs
as well as financing costs. In the end, Armstrong said the Optimists would pay all the legal
fees if a lower interest rate could be obtained. Ikert will be coming back to council with the
proposed terms in the future.

ST.PHILIP’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH

it O 11055
imited

\_//

December 24, 2020 | Christmas Eve Mass | 4pm & 6pm
December 25, 2020 | Christmas Mass | 9am
Due to Covid restrictions please reserve your seat by calling 519-882-2057 ext. 20. Leave

a message with your name, number of attendees, which service you are planning on
attending & a phone number you can be reached at.

St. Philip’s Catholic Church | 415 King Street | Petrolia

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PURSUANT TO SECTION 21 AND 34 OF THE PLANNING ACT

—’ APPLICATION FOR OFFICIAL PLAN AND ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENTS

.

&

OWNER: Spectra Construction Petrolia Inc

AGENT: MIG Engineering (2011) Limited, Dave Graham
LOCATION: West side of Valentina Street, south of Edward Street.
ROLL NO.: 3819-000-030-00300-0000, 3819-000-030-00222-0000

Purpose and Effect

The proposed official plan amendment would remove the “Significant Woodlot” designation from
the lands owned by Spectra Construction Petrolia Inc. and described as Part of Lot 11, Concession
10 in the Town of Petrolia. The lands would be designated “Residential”.

The proposed zoning by-law amendment would remove the “Significant Woodlot” zoning
designation from the above-noted lands. The lands would be zoned “Residential-1 (R1)”.

The subject lands are located on the west side of Valentina Street, south of Edward Street. The
attached Key Map shows the general location of the lands to which the Amendments pertain. The
Amendments would accommodate a proposed plan of subdivision.

In accordance with Section 34(10.4) of the Planning Act, the Town of Petrolia Senior Planner has
deemed this rezoning application to be complete for the purposes of Section 34(10.1) and (10.2)
of the Planning Act. And, to consider a proposed Official Plan Amendment under Section 21 of the
Planning Act.

Description and Location of Subject Property

The property is approximately .58 hectares (1.4 acres) in size. The property is located on the west
side of Valentina Street, south of Edward Street.

Public Meeting

Town Council will hold a public meeting to consider the zoning and Official Plan amendment
applications on:

Date: Monday January 11th, 2021

Time: 5:30pm

Place: Via Zoom

You are invited to attend the public meeting and to present verbal and written comments
regarding this matter.

Other Planning Act Applications
Application for Draft Plan of Subdivision has been submitted to the County of Lambton.
Other Information:

Any person may attend the public hearing and/or make written or oral representation either

in support of or in opposition to the proposed Official Plan Amendment and/or Zoning By-law
Amendment. If you wish to submit a written or make an oral presentation at the public hearing,
please contact the Town of Petrolia no later than 4:30 p.m. on January 8th, 2021. The public
hearing will be held via a ZOOM Teleconference format.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written
submissions to the Town of Petrolia before the By-law is passed, the person or public body is not
entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Petrolia to the Local Planning Appeal
Tribunal.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written
submissions to the Town of Petrolia before the By-law is passed, the person or public body may
not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the
Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Town of Petrolia with respect to the proposed by-law,
you must submit a written request to the Town Clerk, whose contact information is provided below.

Additional information regarding this application is available for public for inspection at the Town
of Petrolia Municipal Office, 411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia, Ontario, NON 1R0. If you have any
questions regarding the application, please contact Rob Nesbitt, Town Planner, at 519.882.2350.

DATED AT PETROLIA, ONTARIO this 11th day of December 2020

Mandi Pearson, Clerk/Operations Clerk
Township of Petrolia

411 Greenfield Street

Petrolia, ON NON 1RO

519.882.2350

mpearson@petrolia.ca

APPLICATION FOR ZONING BY-LAW & OFFICIAL
PLAN AMENDMENTS

Spectra Construction Petrolia Inc. (owner)

Dave Graham, MIG Engineering (2011) Limited.
(agent)

West side of Valentina Street, south of Edward
Street. Legal Description CON 10 PT LOT 11 PLAN
25M35 BLK 17 AND RP 25R10486 PARTS 1 AND 2
(geographic Town of Petrolia)

Published by the Disclaimer:
County of Lambton This map is

B for illustrative
Planning purposes only. Do
Department not rely on it as

SUBJECT | being a precise

789 Broadway LANDS |indicator of

Street, Wyoming,
ON NON 1T0 (519)
845-0801

DATE

routes, locations
of features, nor
as a guide to
navigation.
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PETROLIA LIONS WIN GRAN

'T 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Petrolia Lion’s Hall will be a lot easier for people to get into. The club recently
marked the renovations at the hall which were made possible by a $50,200 grant
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. The club has brought washrooms up to current
accessibility standards, installed an automatic door opener on the main entrance,
and installed a new internet connected audio/visual system to make the building more
accessible for people coming to the community events they host each year. The grant
also helped to complete work on the roof and add acoustic tiles in the hall. Sarnia-
Lambton MPP Bob Bailey, seen here with Lion President Kevin Storozuk and Past
President Charlie Conrod, was on hand to mark the occasion. Don McGugan, the
local Trillium representative and Sarnia-Lambton MP Marilyn Gladu, joined in via the

new audio/visual system.

Resistance to paying more for OPP office

Heather Wright
The Independent

It seems few municipalities are chomping
at the bit to pay more for policing so the
OPP’s office in St. Clair remains open.

Lambton’s municipalities are being asked
to pony up to pay for the OPP to stay in St.
Clair Township.

The OPP satellite detachment on Lyndoch
St. is home to uniformed officers and the
Community Street Crime Unit. Under a
lease agreement that runs until 2026 the
police board currently pays more than
$90,000 a year in rent and around $16,000
in cleaning fees.

But in a letter sent to the township at the
end of August the board says they “will not
be able to continue paying rent to St. Clair
Township at the present level” after 2020.
The letter cites COVID-19 -related issues,
including losses of $50-60,000 in revenue
from criminal record checks now going to
the provincial instead of municipal level,
and increased cleaning costs.

It suggested St. Clair pick up the costs if it
wanted the detachment to remain there.
But Mayor Steve Arnold pointed out
the OPP sought out the building, asked
the township to renovate it to their
specifications and sign a 10-year lease in
2017.

The police board has now asked the other
municipalities to pony up the rest of the
costs. So far, it seems, Oil Springs is the
only group to say yes.

In Petrolia, Mayor Brad Loosley voiced
opposition to the move and urged council
to say no. Councillor Joel Field asked what
would happen if they did and the police
board representative said it would likely
become part of next years’ budget anyway.

In Brooke-Alvinston, council agreed to
pay for six months, hoping to talk to the
board further about the increasing policing
Ccosts.

Mayor Dave Ferguson says it doesn’t
settle the matter but it “keeps the bills paid
and gives us a little time to have some
discussion.”

Family skating available in Petrolia

The Independent

Petrolia residents will get a chance
to enjoy some family skating over the
Christmas holiday.

The Town of Petrolia is booking family
skating slots starting today. Laurissa
Ellsworth, director of marketing, arts and
communication for the town, says the arena
will be divided in two, and family bubbles
— the people you live with — will be able to
rent the ice for a half hour for $3 per person
for up to 10 people. Each family can reserve
just one slot per day.

Families can arrive 10 minutes before their

ice time and leave as soon as possible.

Petrolia residents will have exclusive
access to the family bubble skate time until
Dec. 18. After that, the ice will be offered to
Petrolia residents and those in surrounding
communities.

Time slots will be on a first come, first
served basis by emailing lellsworth@
petrolia.ca.

Ellsworth says the town wanted to come
up with a way to allow family skate time
over the Christmas season while respecting
the pandemic protocols.

She adds town staff will be on duty
cleaning between skates.

1001 Jewellery & Gift Tdeas

Dresden Shines Night Market
December 10th & 17th OPEN LATE 9am - 8 pm

Extra Special Savings Throughout the Store

Extended December Hours
Monday-Wednesday 9am-5pm | Thursday 9am-8pm | Friday - Saturday 9am-5pm

. . . 1 Pick up a copy of our 2020
Diamond Stud Earring |~ Watches ForHim&Her! . 0 ford Exchange
Speaal Flyers today.

10K White Gold Order Before December 14*
Watches for Guaranteed Delivery
starting

atonly
$34.94
Reg S 7 79 Sale $99 Exciting selection of
Ladies and Men'’s Fossil

and Cardinal Sun-Ergy Watches

Bradford
Gifts For

Everyone
On Your List

Annushka Bags

433 St. George Street, Dresden
& Accessories

519-683-2463 « Like Us on Facebook
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Sex trafficker caught in Lambton gets six years

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

A Toronto area man will spend six
years behind bars after being found
guilty of sex trafficking in Lambton.
Javoll Devon Blackwood’s punishment
was handed down by Justice Joseph
Donohue in Sarnia’s Superior Court
this fall — just across the street from
the motel Blackwood, 33, was busted
in more than two years ago.

Blackwood was found guilty of sev-
eral offences, including three charges
of trafficking, gaining benefit from
exploitation of a minor, and making
child pornography. A 17 year-old girl
was one of his victims.

It was the July Ribfest weekend in
2018 when Blackwood travelled from
Toronto to Sarnia. With him were a
woman and the 17 year-old. Black-
wood and the girl had already made
the trip earlier in the year to meet
clients.

Blackwood’s return visit unravelled
when the woman found herself locked

out of the Point Edward motel where
the trio were staying. She called police
who arrived and busted into the unit.

OPP officers found Blackwood
sleeping with the girl.

Cocaine and fentanyl was also dis-
covered, along with cell phones, boxes
of condoms and suitcases of lingerie.

The investigation relied heavily on
technology to prove Blackwood was
exploiting the woman and girl. He
claimed he was in Sarnia to start a
new life, and that the pair were free to
“come and go” as they wished.

But analysis of the cell phones and
internet searches by OPP officers
found text messages, photos and social
media posts that all linked back to
Blackwood. He posted images of the
pair on escort website called LeoList,
listing the services they offered and
prices.

At least 7,000 text messages were
found between Blackwood and clients.
He claimed that the woman and girl
posted the ads and images themselves
to make money. Blackwood says he

went along with the plan “out of the
goodness of his heart.”

Blackwood maintained control over
the older woman by exploiting her
crack addiction. Blackwood met the
younger girl at a party in the GTA
when she was 17. He offered her a
place to live, but soon began traffick-
ing her. Blackwood said he thought
the girl was 18, but court heard that
he acquired a fake ID for her since he
knew she was underage.

Blackwood was originally scheduled
for sentencing in April but the outbreak
of COVID-19 caused a six-month
delay.

He’s spent 820 days in jail since
the July 2018 arrest, translating to 41
months of time served. It will be two
years and nine months before Black-
wood is released.

Blackwood will be on the Sex Of-
fender Registry for life, can never
possess a weapon, and must submit a
DNA sample.

-with files from Pam Wright

Struggle with OPP leads to probation for Petrolia man

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

A Petrolia man will serve his
sentence at home after a scuffle with
OPP earlier this year.

Errol Gayle, 39, plead guilty to
resisting arrest Dec. 11. He received a
conditional discharge with 12 months
of probation.

On May 23, court heard Gayle was
involved in a fight with a woman he
was seeing. The pair were at a Petrolia
house in the early evening when an
argument started over text messages
Gayle had been sending to other
women.

When things got heated the woman
left the house. But Gayle followed and
grabbed her arm to try and stop her.
The woman wrestled away and left the

area. A passing car noticed the woman
and asked if she was alright. She said

no, and they went to the Petrolia OPP

station to report what happened.

After taking the woman’s statement,
officers went to Gayle’s house at
9:30 pm. He was outside smoking
and began walking away when police
arrived. They told Gayle he was
under arrest which made him angry.
He turned around and tried to walk
past the officers but was taken to the
ground.

Gayle refused to be handcuffed,
placing his hands firmly under his
stomach. After a series of knee strikes
by officers they were finally able to get
his hands free to arrest him. Gayle was
taken to Petrolia OPP where he said he
was “sorry for his behavior during the
arrest.”

Justice Deborah Austin says Gayle
escalated the situation. “You made
their job more difficult of trying to
investigate the situation between
yourself and your partner,” she says.

But Austin recognized that “you
have accepted responsibility for your
actions, you have never been in trouble
with the criminal justice system
before, you are someone who has some
challenges in your life.”

Gayle will spend the next year on
probation. He can’t contact the woman
without her consent or go to her house.
Gayle can’t possess weapons for five
years and must take counselling for
anger management and mental health.

The original assault charge against
Gayle was withdrawn by the Crown,
since Gayle completed the Partner
Assault Response program.

Man won't serve more time after robbing Re-Store in April

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

A man who plead guilty to stealing
from Habitat for Humanity’s Restore
won’t spend any extra time in prison.

Joseph Boose, 22, plead guilty to
stealing more than $5,000 in supplies,
being in a stolen truck and breaking
curfew. Sarnia Court heard early April
20, Boose and another person broke
into a locked trailer at the store on
London Line. They took $5,534 worth
of DeWalt tools and a large toolbox
before leaving.

His Lawyer, Nick Cake, says this
isn’t the first time Boose has faced
charges.

“The record is quite illustrative of a
young man who, from an early age,
has suffered with an addiction to
opiates,” Cake says. “It’s illustrative
of where Mr. Boose’s life was, where
it is, and potentially where it’s going.
But hopefully not.”

“He’s on track to serve a life sentence
two to three years at a time. He’s
basically been institutionalized since
the age of 18,” says Cake. “Mr. Boose
is quickly coming to realize that unless
he gets his opioid addiction under
wraps, this is going to be life until an

overdose takes him away.”

Boose got 30 days for being in a
vehicle he knew was stolen in January.
He received 60 days for stealing the
tools from the Re-Store, and 20 days
for a curfew breach in July. The 110
day sentence was covered by Boose’s
93 days in custody, enhanced to 140.

“It’s certainly not an enviable record
for someone of his age,” says Cake.
“I’'m not saying they aren’t serious
crimes, or that our community isn’t fed
up with crimes such as this. But rather
that Mr. Boose has a very extreme
addiction... He’s an individual who
is suffering from an
addiction, and acting
out in order to feed
the addiction.”

Boose, speaking
from the Elgin

different rehabs. Hopefully I can get
into a treatment center and get the help
I need.”

Despite his credit for time served
on these crimes, Boose remains in
jail on other charges. He’ll return to
Sarnia Court on Jan. 12. When Boose
is eventually released he’ll serve 18
months of probation. He’ll also repay
Habitat for Humanity the full amount
for the tools he stole.

Justice Deborah Austin accepted the
sentence despite reservations saying
the crime had impacted the community
adversely.

Sarnia Flea Market
114 N. Christina St

Middlesex Detention Open Every Sunday 9am to 4pm

Centre in London,
admits a change is
needed.

“The result of
all my behavior
comes down to my

Truck Loads of Antiques Quality Used Furniture
Collectables, Jewellery, Books, Coke Collectables
Video & Games for Big & Little Kids!

... 80 much MORE!

addiction. The time
I’ve put in since |
got arrested I've W all
been looking into NG

SEASON'S

(OREETNGS>  GOME CHECK IT OUT!

New Vendors Welcome!

519-330-6816

Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT

The Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston is looking to fill a vacancy on the Committee
of Adjustment effective February 1, 2021. As a member of this committee,

you will review and make decisions on applications for severances and minor
variances and other planning issues. The appointment is for a three year term.

Interested individuals should send a letter indicating their willingness to be
appointed to the Committee of Adjustment. Attendance at meetings will be
mandatory. You will be required to prepare for meetings on your time. Previous
municipal or planning experience would be an asset.

Applications will be accepted until 12:00 pm on Friday, January 8, 2021 to the
address noted below:

Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston

Attention: Janet Denkers, Secretary-Treasurer, Committee of Adjustment
3236 River Street, P.O. Box 28

Alvinston, ON NON 1A0

Email to: jdenkers@brookealvinston.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those selected for an interview will be
contacted. In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act,
personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act and will be used for the
purpose of candidate selection.

Here's How It Works: Level: Advanced
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel

()g the co-operators:

Give yourself peace of mind
with the right coverage for you.
Call us today!

etrolia * 519-882-4880 * www.cooperators.ca

2-4247 Oil Heritage

NEW YZAR
NEW YoU

back pain

for

WA LK Walking has a number of positive benefits. And research has
MORE shown that regular low impact aerobic exercise can reduce
inflammation, strengthen muscles, and provide healing.

STOP We all know that smoking is bad for our lungs. But

SMOKING did you also know that smoking is just as bad for your
back? Smokers are more likely to have back pain than
does who don’t smoke.

STOP SITTING Ironically, health professionals have been saying
that sitting is the “new smoking.” Sitting less and
STAND MORE standing more is significant in improving back

health.

PRIORITIZE Getting a good night'sl rest is crucial to achieving
SLEEP optimal health. If you're experiencing back pain,

it could be a sign you aren’t gefting proper sleep.

SEEK TREATMENT
Start 2021 off on the right foot.
Resolve to seek treatment for your pain.

Dr. Storozuk

Dr. Martyniuk

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

431 King St, Petrolia 519-882-1880
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LAMBTON MUTUAL

Proudly represenhng Lambton Mutual insurance Company

Beth* /"Hackett

INSURANCE AGENCY LTD

AuTO - HOME - FARM - COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

May you be blessed with...

519-845-3212

beth@bethhackettins.ca P eace) ] Oy and Love

. u ‘ from Beth Hackett, i
663 Br OadwaY’ Wyommg, ON Brenda McEachern & and Dana Vokes I’: !
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IWelome to Our Clristnas Edition

From the editor’s desk:

Even though we are surrounded by lights, and there are constant reminders of the
Christmas season on every screen and every newspaper we see, I still find myself sur-
prised that we are just days away from Christmas.

Perhaps, it is the busyness of my life. Each week unfolds like its own little hurricane
and before I know it, Monday turns to Sunday evening and I'm staring down another
week with all the work and worries and joys that go with it. I'm sure your life is like
that, too.

But 2020 has been different. In many ways, it has been frustrating and heartbreaking
and difficult. People you know may have been ill or lost work because of the pandemic.
Others may find their lives so stressed, they are having mental health problems. It can
be hard to process everything that has happened this year.

And while it is easy to think of what we've lost, I'll invite you to consider what we've
gained.

At The Independent, we've been encouraged that despite tough economic times, our
faithful readers and advertisers have stuck by us - more than that, encouraged us to
continue on. In a time when the media is turmoil, that is indeed a great gift.

And while ‘normal’ community events were sidelined, the spirit of community was
stronger than ever. Community groups found ways to provide safe events to lift spirits
during the pandemic. Efforts like Neighbour 2 Neighbour - Rural Lambton’s Largest Food
Drive and the recent Christmas for Everyone Luncheon underscore how generous our
neighbours are, even in tough times.

While some people struggle and lash out, there are many more who genuinely care and
have kind words which brighten your day.

And, perhaps the greatest gift of all, we have been given the luxury of time spent with
family; something we sing about at Christmas but in 2020, have been gifted with it for
months.

So, I can say, despite everything, 2020 has been & year of blessings.

We hope you enjoy our Christmas issue, with greetings sent by your neighbours and
photos of our community celebrations and a couple of Christmas stories for you to read.

Heather Wright, Editor

CHRYSTAL BRESSETTE PHOTO
The Bressette Family of Alvinston has the Christmas Spirit. They joined the Alvin-
ston Optimists Christmas Lights contest and went to town on their home on Lovell
Street. The family won the $500 prize for their Christmas Spirit. The whole family was
dressed up to celebrate Christmas in their front yard, even the dog had Christmas
lights.

PHOENIX CONCRETE

POLISHING & MAINTENANCE

309 Centre St., Petrolia | 519-466-9490
www.phoenixpolishing.ca

Happy
[ ]
Holidays
from all of us at BrokerLink!
Wishing you and yours a happy holiday season and

a New Year filled with health and happiness.

We look forward continuing to provide you with
peace of mind knowing that you have proper
coverage to protect the things you love.

Contact us today for your insurance needs.

519.882.2470

4146 Petrolia Line =) .
Petrolia, ON BrOke rL|nk
BrokerLink.ca

il Insurance

©2020 Brokerlink Inc. “BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved.

Yol
s A Sllice @ﬂ Heavent

Thank you to our loyal customers for choosing
Wise Guys Inc in 2020 and looking ior greaf things
to come in 2021

PIZIA-PASTA-WINGS
4108 PETROLIA LINE #2, Petrolia

519-882-7499

Www.wiseguysinc.ca
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Custom Machining * Welding * Metalizing

Alyinston ég@ o Clristroas| BUNDA. fhi

MACHINE & WELDING

Email: bunda@rivernet.net

CHAS. BUNDA * 519-344-4581

\/owm\m//ﬁ\/

Country Yarns

Thanks to all our customers for
supporting small businesses
during this difficult year.

We wish everyone blessings for

: . . _ HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTOS Christmas and the New Year.
Alvinston families took a lot of time to make the season bright. Above is
a home on River Street and below are Minions on Lorne Ave and Pooh .
having some fun at Murno Honey. 2776 LaSalle Line

(Between Waterworks and Mandaumin)
Store Hours:
Wed. 10-5; Thurs. 10-6; Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-3
Christmas Hours: December 23 10-5
December 24 10-2
Closed December 25 - January 6

email: jeanne@country-yarn.com
www.country-yarns.com

519-882-8740

CHRISTMAS is the time of year, when
we reflect upon the birth of Jesus
Christ, and the Eternal ‘gifts’ of LOVE
and SALVATION that He gave us.

May JESUS immeasurable ‘PEACE’,
which surpasses all understanding, fill
your hearts with ‘JOY’ and ‘HOPE’.

Merry Christmas and a Safe and
Blessed New Year, to you and yours,
from the Grogan Ford Lincoln family.

e

o %/;é&/ %%mz%w : g&)/é’ N
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” + +
Luke 2:11
Born in a Manger, the city of David, in Bethlehem.
To redeem a lost world, came this sacrificial lamb.

The “Creator of the Universe” to a baby, He lay.
“Unleashed Power” constrained, to “deliver” the way.

To the ungodly and blasphemous, He gave Divine Love,
+ As the Sinless servant, He Glorified His Father above.
+ Amidst ruthless brutality, He was nailed to a Cross,
Forever, that trickling Blood, covers the crimson stains of the lost.

One breath separates us and Only He can see the heart,
Lives led as men pleasers, are doomed for their part.
You see, “confession” brings “forgiveness”, a new creature cleansed from sin,
Jesus gift to you is “Eternal life” and an “unquenchable peace” from within.

The Gift

Father, this Christmas, because of the sin in my life. | find myself separated from you.

| repent and invite you, Jesus, into my heart to be the Lord of all the areas of my life.
I will live for you, and “thank-you” for your forgiveness and the assurance of

an eternal home, in Heaven, with you. Amen

Grogan Watford

*

Q)\NXSI"I YO(/
R E=\C

MERRY CHRISTMAS
McCORMICK INSURANCE B
——BROKERS LTD, ———— 2oy wgw ¢

Representing Lambton Mutual
INFO@MCCORMICKINS.CA | 519-864-1293 | WWW.MCCORMICKINS.CA Insurance Company
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HAPPY

WE
WISH YOU

Petrolia Location:

4254 Qil Heritage Road, Petrolia
519-882-2420 or 1-800-265-7051
emergency 519-401-0663

Working Together to Keep YOU Coming Back

WE'RE FILLED WITH
GRATITUDE!

Wed like to share
HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTOS our thaqks and best
From racing teddy et s
bears to Santa at Happy Holidays!
the door, Alvinston
residents decked 21 SHELL & VARIETY
the halls to celebrate 4496 Petrolia Line | Petrolia ON | 519-882-1630
Christmas Saturday
night. Officials say
58 homes and floats e e
were displayed {HANKING UK
around the town and LUMMUNITY FUR UUK
caused some traffic GREAT START N wlcll K
jams as people ] Y ]
stopped by for a # rﬂ ) N
look hhnni

AL

395 Fletcher St. Petrolia

(226) 738-0665
www.blackgold.beer

TH E M O ST We hope your holidays are filled with a

generous helping of joy, laughter and
taSter l loved ones.
C H RI STMAS LI ST As a thank you for inviting us to your table, please

enjoy our special Christmas Collection. Six of

our favourite holiday meals, all ready in minutes!

* Traditional Turkey Dinner

* Traditional Pot Roast with Root Vegetables
* Scalloped Potatoes with Glazed Ham

* Homestyle Meatloaf

* Honeyed Ham

* Chicken Breast with Gravy and Stuffing

Buy all 6 meals for $53.65, and receive a free
Black Forest Cake Cup for dessert.

Quote Christmas Collection to take advantage
of this offer. The offer expires December 31,
2020.

Get your FREE Menu
(877) 404-4246 HeartToHomeMeals.ca

-
HEART TO(\@

HOME MEALS

DELICIOUS MEALS MADE FOR SENIORS™
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& Happy Season

As you're dashing through the holidays, please
take care and stay safe.

MW Sunta Cé@ e Aéb/&;f% Wishing You a Safe
</

519-876-2538 « 1-800-967-2538

5310 Nauvoo Road, Watford, ON NOM 2S0

ey pebosp

from Mary Ann, Sherry, Kelly,

Larissa, Krista and Kami

NEW You

PROFESSIONAL HAIR DESIGN ¢
4110 Petrolia Line | 519-882-1511

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTOS
Santa was out in force in
Alvinston. Cars drove past
him, windows open, at the
Brooke-Alvinston-Inwood
Community Centre
Saturday. Above Mary-Lyn
Sint won first place for her
float which was parked in

front of Molzan Welding
- Connor Molzan is seen Christmas may come and go, but it's the warm memories of good
here too. The prize money times shared with people we care about that will last forever.
s being donated back 519-864-1 193 » 3040 Brigden Rd. Brigd

. . - - M rigaen . Brigden
to the Optimists for the . et 8

pavilion project.
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ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTOS
There were lots of fans to greet Santa Dec. 5 in Petrolia. He made his way through the
streets of town greeting children and parents alike. Then, it was time for pictures with
Santa at the Farmers’ Market. Aimost as good as getting the photo, was getting the
candy.

ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO
The Christmas Spirit was alive and well during the annual Christmas for Everyone
Lunch. This year the Ladies Auxiliary of the Petrolia Legion, the Petrolia Lions,
Optimists and Rotary raised $8,692 to help give out Christmas baskets. Pictured here
are Dogg Clark, Sandra Hartman of the food bank, Sue Laker, Cheryl Schleihauf and
Bruce Cox.

Wishing you an abundance
of glad tidings at this
special time of year.

e

NP
Ontario

BOB BAILEY

MPP - Sarnia-Lambton

Constituency Office:
805 Christina St. N., Suite 102
Point Edward ON N7V 1X6

Tel: 519-337-0051

bob.bailey@pc.ola.org
www.bobbaileympp.com
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There were

plenty of

?hlldreg hatppy At this Hime of reﬂecﬁoh,
iI91 ?)e“esp?ir:]gs we give thanks to the Lonrd
Friday_ First ]COV‘ the many blessings we
he took a trip enjoy, including
around town in your patronage.

the fire truck and .
thentumedon | Merry Christmasl

the Christmas

lights at town =
hall. Many ARa e )~

Oil Springs g/w,_%
rGSIdentS Touch Free Automatic and Self Serve

had already 4180 Robert St., Petrolia

e | 519-845-0110

We hope the SVRAy

spirit of the g -

season fills —~

erdest (Cam=Ron
love, light and Y- '
laughter!

Merry Christmas!

OIL SPRINGS SARNIA
4579 Oil Springs Line 560 Exmouth St Unit 105
519-834-2833 519-337-3713
oilsprings@cam-ron.ca sarnia@cam-ron.ca
www.cam-ron.ca

The Olive Tree

Wishing You a -
Beautiful Season
519-464-3879 E

With thanks for your
understanding and support
this year, I wish you a holiday
that glitters with every

happiness!

we no longer have a storefront location
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The Grade 1 students of St. Phlllps School went to AIbany Retlrement Village to dellver some good cheer Tuesday. The students sang, did the actlonsto some Chrlstmas
favourites and held Merry Christmas signs. They also left the residents with some pictures to brighten their day.

Our Thanks
& Best Wtshes

May your holiday and
the new year be filled
with health, happiness
and prosperity!

We would like to thank our
customers for putting their trust
ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO in us, and Working with us to

Christmas came to life in Wyoming with the annual
lighting of the Christmas tree, which most people keep everyone safe and healthy
watched from home virtually. Santa made his way this past year. We are proud to
through town on the back of a pickup truck. Dec. 4. .

serve our community because

of customers like you.

From now until December 23 - Regular Store Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-9pm | Saturday & Sunday 8am-7pm

DEC DEC DEC DEC DEC DEC DEC DEC JAN

22 23 24 27 28 29 30 31 p

8am-9pm  8am-9pm  7am-5pm 8am-7pm 8am-9pm  8am-9pm 8am-9pm  8am-6pm 8am-7pm

Llndependent 4136 Petrolia Line

YourindependentGrocerca Petrolia ¢ 519-882-2211
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Reba glanced out the big picture window of the Shop-Mart as
she finished packing the young mother’s groceries and felt the
dread begin to seep in.

A tiny, five-foot nothing seemingly harmless old lady with a
brown hat was marching toward the front door, purse clutched
in her elbow just like the Queen. You could tell by her furious
strides she was & woman on a mission. And Reba knew whatever
happened next would not be pleasant.

“Oh Lord, not now,” Reba muttered under her breath as she
tucked a chocolate bar in the young mother’s bag and wished her
a Merry Christmas.

“Martha,” Reba whispered urgently. Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer was playing loud and Martha was scanning the
groceries to the beat of the song while chatting away with Mr.
Eldersma. “Martha,” she said loud enough for the cashier to
hear. Martha looked up to follow Reba’s eyes to the door, where
Mrs. John Coyne stood with her hand on the door, about to walk
in. “Lovely,” she muttered and turned to Mr. Eldersma to hand
back change. “I hope you have a wonderful Christmas, sir.”

“Thank you Martha - and to you and yours as well,” he said,
walking toward the door.

“That will depend on the next half hour or so,” Martha said to
Reba as they watched Mr. Eldersma attempt an act of Christmas
kindness, opening the door for Mrs. John Coyne only to be told
“Move along, I'm trying to get inside.”

“Merry Christmas Abigail,” Mr. Eldersma said with a twinkle
in his eye. “What- oh, you old fool, Harry,” she said, recognizing
him. “T suppose you think it is.” And she straightened her hat
and walked right past him. Harry Eldersma chuckled, “I do,
Abigall, I do!”

Every employee at the ShopMart knew more than they cared
to about Mrs. John Coyme. First, they knew to call her Mrs.
JOHN Coyme, so as not to be confused with Mrs. Jacob Coyne
whose husband spent a little too much time at the local watering
hole and stubbled home on Friday nights for all the neighbours
to see his “debauchery” as Mrs. John Coyne had once told a
shocked teenaged boy restocking the shelves with toilet paper.

And they all knew she “wanted things the way she wanted
things” whether that was the way they were sold or not.

Martha could deal with Mrs. John Coyne better than anyone
in the store which is to say she wasn't reduced to tears by the
old woman's words. It wasn't that Martha had a thicker skin;
she just knew Mrs. John Coyne’s type. They enjoyed needling
people and getting the better of them. It made them feel superior
to others. Martha knew all about these type of people; her father
had been just like her, minus the hat and purse.

As Mrs. John Coyne went to find a cart which suited her,
Martha gave Reba a gentle push toward the back. “Reba dear,
would you go to the back and fix up that display we were talking
about earlier,” she said.

The tension in Reba's face eased and she smiled; “Absolutely.”
And she headed happily out of the line of fire. Reba had a run in
with Mrs. John Coyne last week after suggesting the weather -
which was unseasonably warm for December - was lovely.

“Lovely? You stupid girl. It's December, we're supposed to have
snow, perhaps you should look at a calendar before speaking to
me.”

Martha wanted to shake the old crow but instead offered to
help carry her bags out of the store, just to get her away from
poor Reba who stood there stunned.

Martha greeted the next customer while keeping an
eye on Mrs. John Coyne. Maureen in the produce department
had already spotted her, pasted on her best smile and made an
attempt to do the impossible, please the unpleasant woman.

“Good morning Mrs. Coyne, I have a lovely bunch of the brussel
sprouts you like; just came in this morning,” she said with her
best smile. Last week, Mrs. John Coyne was looking for them
and Maureen made sure there were some in stock for Christmas.

“Brussel Sprouts? Why would I eat those rotten little cabbages.
Really Maureen, you are still as thick as a brick,” she said.

Mrs. John Coyne turned sharply, grabbed a bag of carrots and
heading to the dairy department to reak more destruction.

Martha knew that by the time the bitter old woman had made
it around the store she would have berated and insulted staff
and other customers in the store and then Maureen would check
her out and hear about the “ridiculous people who work at this
so-called grocery store.”

Martha had hoped against hope that Mrs. John Coyne would
not come in on Christmag Eve. Most customers were happy and
easy going - oh, there were a few who had left everything until
the last minute and who were working on their last nerve - but
by far the majority of people were jovial. It made for a good last
day of work before the holiday. But, it was not to be.

Martha couldn't hear what was being said but she could hear
the short staccato of her voice as she ripped into George in dairy
and then some random customer near the potato chips.

Mrs. John Coyne was within eyesight now, so Martha watched
as she took a box of cookies from the shelf and put them into
her basket. But she must have missed the edge of the basket
and they fell to the floor. A little girl beside her quicklly picked
them up. “Here you go,” she beamed with her accomplishment.
Mrs. John Coyne glared at her; “Don't you touch my cookies you
greedy little girll” The child’s mother pulled her away saying
loudly enough for all to hear; “Don't worry honey, she’s just a
bitter old lady.”

While the store watched the mother and child, Martha saw
something she had never seen before; a tear in the corner of
Mrs. John Coyne eye. Regret. This woman who had made life
miserable for all who crossed her path was not just miserable;
she was lonely.

Mrs. John Coyne straightened her hat and headed to the
checkout. “I can help you here,” Martha heard herself say. Three
lonely items moved down the belt, a single pork chop, a can of
beans and a single slice of pumpkin pie. It made Martha want to
Cry.

“You know, I have a granddaughter who is about that age,” she
said rummaging around in her wallet for $12.53. “I don't know
why I barked at her like that. Here,” she mumbled.

“Mrs. John Coyne, would you come to my house for
Christmas.” Martha’s own words surprised her. But yes, she did
want to have dinner with this lonely old woman. “I mean, I'm by
myself and the boss gave me a ham for Christmas, it will take
me a month to finish it.” The older woman looked at her softly.

“And I really don't like to be alone at Christmas,” Martha
added. “Neither do I, Martha,” she said as a little smile formed
on her face. “I think that would be just fine. As long as there
is no drinking; never touch the stuff,” Mrs. John Coyne said.
Martha leaned a little closer; “No ma'am, neither do L.”

“Well then, that would be just fine, as long as you call me
Abigail.”

& CARPET WAREHOUSE
Ruil 16¢ certlied for all nsurance claims. |

HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9am-5:30pm; Fri 9am-6pm; Sat 9am-1pm
2378 Jane St., Brigden ¢ 519-864-1211 » 519-864-4048

From our
Family to Yours

Blessings this Christmas
& the best of 2021!

Albany

Retirement Vlllaée

423 Albany Street | Petrolia | ON | 519-882-3157
www.albanyretirementvillage.com

Assisted
Independent
Living

Petrolia
“Pizza & Subs

eat in ¢ take out * fast delivery
4170 Petrolia St., Petrolia
519-882-1886

OWNERS: Peter & Debra Salaris

Christmas Eve (Dec. 24): 11am - 7pm
CLOSED: Dec. 25, 26 & Jan. 1

There’s No Place Like

Home for the Holidays

We sincerely thank you
for your business during
the past year and wish
you every happiness for
the holidays and the
coming New Year.

From all of us at

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
\ 7963 Egremont Road, Watford « 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com y

“»

bes
s
&

Stay Safe and Stay Connected with

Merry Christmas from our Family to Yours

519-844-2160 | www.brooketel.coop

Thinking it, wishing it, saying it too: :
: From our door to yours, Merry Christmas to you! :

Nelghbour‘s helplng nelghbours
Watford, Ontario ~ 1-800-561-4136
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Card of Thanks In Memory In Memory Obituary
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e Cal and peaceful he s seeping
surprise drive through (really ¢ j Nursing Home in Sarnia Ontario.
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at all). It was fabulous! Father & Grandfather We who loved him sadly miss him, his one hundredth birthday.

For the many cards and gifts

Your in our thoughts at
and well wishes, Thanks.

Christmas

So we say this little prayer.
May angels always bless you
And keep you in their care.
And may you in their care.
Any may the haven’s angles
Light a Christmas Star to shine
on you.

All year through no matter
where you are.

To my wonderful family for
completely surprising me,
from Jeremy’s visit from Jas-
per to drive through’ dinners
and tours. Your thoughtful
gift of my life in photos to
having Mom’s quilt quilted, all
of you had a part and I love
you all.

Again many thanks and to all
have a Merry Christmas stay

safe and God bless. Love and Miss you
Myrtle, Kathy, Paul
i G & Grandchildren

In Memory

In Loving Memory of

Gary Williams

September 17,1951 - December 21, 2017

Nothing can ever take away,
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day,

Remembrance keeps him near.
Love

Barb & Dave

In Memory

In loving memory of a
dear brother in-law and uncle

RON STRANGWAY

December 17, 2018

Our heart still aches in sadness,
Our silent tears still flow,
for what it meant to lose you
no one will ever know.

Love always,

Don & Mary Saunders
and Families

But trust in God to meet again.

Love
Donna & Family

In Memory

In Loving Memory of

RON

Dear husband, father and papa,
) who passed away on December 17, 2018.

{; The depths of sorrow we cannot tell.
Of the loss of one we loved so well.
And while he sleeps a peaceful sleep,

His memory we shall always keep.

Love always
Bonnie & Family

In Memory

In Loving Memory of

KEN SITZES

who passed away December 20, 2019

Those we love,

Don’t go away.

They walk beside us everyday.
Unseen, unheard,

But always near
So loved, so missed,
So very dear.

Forever in our hearts;
Barb,
Brian & Cynthia
Kevin, Bonnie & Family,

Card of Thanks

In Memory

In loving memory of

GENEVA PERKINS

who passed away 16 years ago December 16th and

CHARLES PERKINS

who passed away 32 years ago January 25th.

We little know that morning that
God was going to call your name.
In life we loved you dearly,

in death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you,
you did not go alone;

for part of us went with you
the day God called you Home.

You left us peaceful memories,
your love is still our guide;
and though we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.

Our family chain is broken,
and nothing seems the same;
but as God calls us one by one,
the chain will link again.
Forever in our hearts
Linda, David, Nicki, Ryan,
Talia, Maiya, David & Haylie

Randy & Wanda

The Edgar family would like to thank everyone
for their love and support during this tough time.
Thanks as well to the fkl)rst responders and hospital

staff in Petrolia and Sarnia.

Sylvia/Mom/Nana was such a positive influence
in our lives. Her loss has shocked and saddened
us deeply. The kind words, sincere thoughts and
memories, cards, flowers, food, texts, and calls have
reminded us that her impact stretched far beyond
our family.

It has been uplifting to see how much her character,
caring nature and kindness have been appreciated
by so many. We are %rateful to have such great
friends, neighbours and family.

A celebration of Sylvia’s life will be held at a later
date.

- The Edgar Family -

Ron was predeceased by his
first wife Gloria (nee Welch) in
1973 and his second wife Eve
(nee Stephenson) in 2015. He

is survived by his sons Michael

McEwen  (Douglas  Payne)

and David McEwen (Carol) and
step children Mark Stephenson
(Sharon) and Rhonda Lee Read
(Tony). Ron was the proud
grandfather of Craig McEwen
(Stephanie) and Heather Carvalho
(David), five great grandchildren
Keira, Kate and Emily McEwen and
Raya and Ayla Carvalho, and step-
grandchildren Greg Stephenson
(Krystle), Kristy Morrison (Mike),
Jayme Stephenson-Hanson
(Andre), Martine Read (Andy
Vines) and Charlie Read (Megan),
Michael Payne (Jennifer Ninni),
Andrew Payne (Misha) and Nick
Reford, and eight step great-
grandchildren, Fiona, Lucy and
Rachel Stephenson, Peyton and
McKenna Morrison, Elijah and
Eloise Stephenson-Hanson and
Otis Read-Vines and one step
great-great-grandson Jaxon
Morrison. He will also be greatly
missed by many nieces and
nephews and their families. Ron
was the son of the late Peter and
Jean McEwen and is predeceased
by his brother Charles McEwen
and sister Elizabeth Fraser. Ron
was born in the Charlotte Eleanor
Englehart Hospital in Petrolia on
Dec. 11, 1920 and was brought
home in a horse drawn buggy.
He attended the one room school
house, SS#8 Plympton, with some
28 to 30 students in 8 grades.
He passed the entrance exams
and went to secondary school
in Sarnia, staying with his Aunt
and Uncle for two years. He was
on the farm until he joined the
Airforce in December, 1942 and
was called up in March 1943 and
spent 3 years serving in Canada
and England. He referred to his
bomber pilot’s training and wings
as his“college education”. Ron was
a founding member of the Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch 388, in
Wyoming, Ontario. He bought
half of his father’s farm through
the Veteran's Land Act and in
1948, Ron married Gloria Welch,
a nurse, and started a family. Ron
lived a full and interesting life and

was very community minded.
He was on the school board and
championed the central school
which brought together a number
of small one room schools
in order to improve primary
education in the township. He
expanded the farm by 100 acres
and took up “Ridge Till" farming,
a practice which eliminated
ploughing and reduced soil
erosion. In1987 Ron received
the “Conservation Farmer of the
Year” award for Lambton County.
Ron participated on the board
of the Wanstead Farm Co-op for
many years. He was a member of
the Legion Building Committee
resulting in the opening of a new
Royal Canadian Legion facility in
Wyoming in 1972. Ron and Eve
were married in November 1974.
He was a major force in building
the “Refundable Life Lease
Apartment Building for Seniors”
called the Royaleigh in Wyoming
in 1995/96 where he and Eve
lived for twenty years. Ron loved
to travel and he and Eve travelled
extensively in Canada and abroad
visiting Florida, California, The
Yukon, Alaska, Australia, New
Zealand, Fiji, England, Scotland,
Ireland, Germany, Austria, Italy,
Holland and France. After Eve
passed away in 1995 Ron made
his new home at Landmark Village
for Seniors and recently moved to
Vision Nursing Home. The family
would like to thank the staff
of both organizations for their
excellent care and for making
Ron feel welcome, comfortable
and safe. Due to the current
pandemic restrictions, a private
funeral will be attended by
his closest relatives. In lieu of
flowers you're invited to make a
donation of remembrance to the
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch
388, Wyoming or to the Canadian
Cancer Society (cancer.ca). There
will be a celebration of life at a later
date. Memories and condolences

Card of Thanks

may be shared online at
www.needhamjay.com
For Sale

Rental

ROOM FOR RENT
Cable, WIFI, Washing Machine Included.
$500 a month. Close to downtown. 0ld Victorian Home

519-330-6816

The family of the late Todd
Thompson wish to express their
sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to all relatives, friends and
neightbours, near and far, for
their memories of Todd and
their kindness. The many floral
tributes, emails, phone calls,
cards, memorial donations,
heartfelt condolences and food
dropped off at the house are ap-
preciated.

Thank you to all the staff at the
Needham Jay Funeral Home in
giving excellent guidance dur-
ing this difficult time. A thank
you to the caring Hamilton fam-
ily for their pick-up at the To-
ronto Airport and their beautiful
music at the gravesite.

Thanks to all.

CAMPING TRAIL - 2003 27ft
Mallard Camping Trailer. Sleeps
6. 4 pc Bath. New tires. Tows
easily. Aluminum siding with
pop out. Comes with A/C, stove
and oven combo, microwave,
double kitchen sink, hot water
tank, furnace, mast queen size
bed. No leaks. Excellent condi-
tion. One owner only. Asking
$7,500. Call 226-349-3604 or
226-886-2331.

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY - ANYTHING
OLD including signs, bottles,
canning jars, jewelery, tins, paper
items, pottery, old lighters, old
razors, rustic pieces, etc. Single
items to entire estates. CALL
CHAD 519-639-9102.
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HYATT VASEY
Kenneth Thomas James Thomas
Surrounded by family on Monday, James Thomas Vasey died

December 7, 2020 at Fiddick’s
Nursing Home, Petrolia, Kenneth
Thomas Hyatt passed away at
the age of 92. Beloved husband
to the late Margaret Jean (nee
Wo0d,2001).  Loving father to
Ken (Susan) Hyatt, Brenda (Dave)
Belanger and Barb (Rick) Harper.
Proud grandpa to Samantha
(Will) Wilkinson, Justin (Natalie)
Belanger and their son Beau, Tye
Belanger (Marie-Pier Boivin), and
Brianne (Eric) Fox and their son
Brody, Kelly (Greg) Bailey and
their children Harper and Cooper,
and Ashley (Trevor) Duncan. He
will be remembered by his nieces,
nephews and many cousins.
Predeceased by his parents,
Alfred and Ethel Hyatt and his
siblings, Keith, Bob, Bernice,
Marion, Elwood “Shorty”, Alfred,
John and Lois. Tom, “The Bread
Man” didn’t wander far from the
6th line of Enniskillen where he
was born. He was a farmer his
whole working life and worked
also for Canada Bread for many
years and was known far and
wide, delivering house to house
bringing essentials and treats
like bubble gum and candy.
Neighbours were always stopping
by for a chat on the back picnic
table, and there were always a
good supply of scotch mints,
cigarettes and instant coffee. He
will be missed especially around
the holidays, Easter, Thanksgiving
and Christmas Eve on the farm.
Visiting took place on Thursday,
December 10, 2020 at the
Needham-Jay Funeral Home,
4059 Petrolia Line, Petrolia. A
private funeral service will take
place at a later date. As and
expression of sympathy memorial
donations may be made to Cystic
Fibrosis  (www.cysticfibrosis.ca),
Cancer Society (Cancer.ca) or the
Diabetes Association (Diabetes.
ca). Memories and condolences
may be shared online at
www.needhamjay.com

peacefully at St. Joseph's Hospice,
Sarnia, on December 13, 2020 at
the age of 82. He will be missed by
Gloria, his wife of almost 57 years.
Jim was the proud father of James
(Laurie), Christopher (Jodi), Kevin,
Joel(Heather),and loving Grandpa
to Melissa (Aaron), Mary (Ricky),
Madison, Aidan, Matthew, Adam
and his great-granddaughters,
Juliet and Eleanor. Predeceased
by his parents, Maurice and
Vera Vasey, sister, Maureen, and
brother, George (Cathy), Jim will
be missed by sister, Ann (Doug)
Tanner, brother, Tony (Lorna)
Vasey and many nieces and
nephews.After teaching for 3
years in Kitchener- Waterloo, Jim
was a principal for 25 years with
the Lambton County Separate
School Board. He was recognized
locally and on a provincial level
for caring leadership and his
innovative work with exceptional
children. He was active in
many organizations, served as
President of the Sarnia Mentally
Retarded Association, and was
the founder and first President
of the Sarnia-Lambton branch of
the Ontario Autism Association.
He was a member of the Knights
of Columbus and served for
six years as Minister of Trillium
Region Secular Franciscan Order.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated at St. Philip’s Church
in Petrolia on Wednesday,
December 16, 2020. Interment
will be in Hillsdale Cemetery.
As expressions of sympathy,
donations can be made to
St.  Joseph’s Hospice (www.
stjosephshospice.ca), Petrolia
Food Bank, or St Francis
Advocates (www.mysfa.org).
Memories and  condolences
may be shared online at
www.needhamjay.com.

Card of Thanks

DIRECTORY

Christ Church Anglican

414 Oil Street, Petrolia

Sunday Service at 11am

Please follow all Covid-19
guidelines and wear you mask.

Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee
n Church Office 519-882-1430
christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

St. Andrew’s
Prebyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In this time of Social distancing
we invite you to join a virtual
congregation and watch the Sunday
morning worship at St. Andrew’s.
10am Service - Live

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

St. Paul’s United Church is now open
to the public for Sunday Services.
New protocols will be in place for

everyone’s safety.

10:30am Service

Rev. Carey Wagner

Church Office: 519-882-1390
stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

St. Paul’s United Church

4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

First Baptist Church

418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

SERVICE SUSPENDED
until further notice

Church Office 519-882-2480

in compliance with Ontario Corona
Virus meeting guidelines
n email: fbepetrolia@gmail.com
www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca
Find us on Facebook!

Pastor: Alex Craig
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

Welcome Back!
We invite you to join our congregation
for Sunday Worship at 11am
Masks are required!

Join Us for Worship - All are Welcome
Church Office 519-845-3963
Find us on Facebook

Thank You

The Family of Christine Jaques would like to
thank Dr. Butler and his team of nurses at CEE
Hospital. As well as the VON Care providers,
especially Lucy Hough.

Thank you to Steadman Brothers Funeral Home
and many family, friends and neighbours who
provided flowers, food and condolences.

Your care and support during this difficult time
was immensely appreciated.

Ken, Brian, Wayne, Keith Jaques
& Families
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Sports

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Marlowe Robinson went six for six at an international online event on the
weekend making three personal bests.

Wyoming lifter’s perfect international day

Barry Wright
The Independent

An LCCVI student is making her
mark in the world of weightlifting
internationally.

Marlowe Robinson went six-for-
six in lifts at the 2020 Pan American
Under-15 Championships and in the
process established a trio of personal
bests.

Competing over Zoom from Garage
Weightlifting at the We Are Fitness
facility in Point Edward, she had a 48
kilo lift in the snatch, 59 kilo in the
clean and jerk and 107 kilos overall, in
the women’s 55 kilogram category.

Robinson set the three personal
records at the event which was
originally to be held in person in
Colombia.

The Grade 10 LCCVI student does
not know where she will finish in the
standings as lifters have until Friday to
complete the virtual competition due to
pandemic restrictions.

The 15 year-old trains three to four

times per week for up to three hours
each day since taking up the sport
four-and-a-half years ago.

“I’ve grown up around the sport,”
she said when asked how she became
interested in weightlifting in the first
place.

Her father, Larry Robinson, has been
a mainstay in weightlifting for more
than three decades. He was recently
honoured by the Ontario Weightlifting
Association for 35 years of service.

Depending on how the COVID-19
pandemic affects the sport in the
future, Marlowe Robinson is scheduled
to compete at the provincials in
March 2021 at a yet to be determined
location.

The provincials were to have taken
place earlier this month, but like
so many other competitions, were
cancelled due to the global pandemic.

As for Robinson’s long-term goals,
“I"d like to compete internationally
at the World Championships and the
Olympics,” she said. “The Olympics
would be really cool.”
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Jace McGrail of Wyoming tries to prevent a goal during the Jr. Stings’ Black

and White game in November.

Jr Sting to play five-on-five against Chatham

Barry Wright
The Independent

Scouts will get a rare opportunity
to see players from the Lambton Jr.
Sting U-16 and U-18 squads this
Saturday when those teams play a
series of games against the Chatham-
Kent Cyclones Under-16 squad at
the Progressive Auto Sales Arena in
Sarnia.

The 30-minute games, played five-

on-five with modified rules, begin at
12:30. Fans are not allowed, but the
Junior Sting is considering streaming
the games on its Facebook page.
Several players from Petrolia and
Central Lambton are scheduled to suit
up for the two teams. Bo Doxtator,
Will Hull, Jace McGrail and Evan
Morningstar are part of the U-16
squad.

Owen MacDonald and Ty Moffatt are
on the U-18 team.

X
3
|
2
3

e o ik

Paid for by the
Government of Ontario

L e

[ A

s uTeoeu¥Xae

This holiday
season needs
to be different.

The safest way to celebrate indoors is only
with the people who live in your home.
People who live alone can get together only
with one other home.

Gatherings with friends and extended
family can carry an increased risk of getting
and spreading COVID-19. Consider
celebrating outdoors or virtually with
others that are not part of your household.

Know the gathering limits in your area
before you choose to entertain with family
and friends indoors. Indoor gatherings are
not permitted in regions in Grey-Lockdown.

For all gatherings with anyone you do not
live with:

¢ maintain 2 metres physical distance
* wear a face covering
¢ avoid potlucks or shared utensils

* ensure everyone washes hands
regularly, including before and
after meals

Self-isolate if you are sick, even if your
symptoms are mild and ask guests to stay
home if they feel unwell.

Follow provincial and local public health
advice to keep you and your loved ones
safe this holiday.

Stopping the spread, starts with you.

Visit ontario.ca/celebratesafel
to learn more.
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