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grandisjewellery.com

Do you have unworn or broken  
gold jewellery accumulating in your 

jewellery box? 
Have you inherited something you’re 

not quite sure about? 
WE CAN HELP!

We Buy & Sell Used 
Jewellery & Estates 5 1 9 - 8 8 2 - 1 3 2 0
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Tom Mackesy of the Petrolia Legion bows his head during a 
moment of remembrance for Indigenous children who died 
at residential schools in Canada. It was part of more sombre 
Canada Day events across the region. See pages 6 and 7 for 
more.

INDIGENOUS CHILDREN remembered

Heather Wright
The Independent

In the future, there will be side-
walks on at least one side of the 
street in all new subdivisions in 
Petrolia.

That after town council agreed to 
clarify the planning document which 
governs development in the town.

Developers in the community 
have argued for years sidewalks 
aren’t necessary in new housing 
developments. Just last month, Bob 
Leaper and Louis Bratanek, who 
are completing the phase five of 
Countryview Estates, told council-
lors homeowners don’t want side-
walks in front of their house, mainly 
because it reduces the amount of 
parking available.

They also argued it made housing 
more expensive.

Leaper suggested instead develop-
ers pay into a fund for sidewalks in 
areas which really need them.

But Lambton County Manager of 
Planning, Ken Melanson, shot down 
those arguments at the June 28 
council meeting.

Melanson says the town’s official 
plan - approved in 2016 - makes it 
clear that sidewalks are required in 
new communities. “So this isn’t the 
issue that’s before council.”

The official plan also has a clause 
that says sidewalks are to be built 
“at council’s discretion” allowing 
other newer subdivisions including 
Woodland Estates, to be built with-

out any sidewalks at all.
Melanson added that while 

sidewalks are expensive to replace 
after decades of use, they cost the 
municipality very little to maintain 
throughout the course of the year.

The planner also took issue with 
the idea residents don’t want side-
walks on their property.

“Most properties have portions 
of the front yard which fall into the 
road right of way, which is where 
the curbs, sidewalks, roads and 
other infrastructure are placed,” 
he told council. “These areas are 
restricted in what can be done with 
them, particularly the portion that 
is in the road right of way. It is also 
important to recognize that the road 
right of way is under the control of 
the town.”

Melanson says it’s quite common 
for people to consider that portion 
of their front yard as their property, 
but it belongs to the town to provide 
services.

The planner also discounted the 
suggestion sidewalks make housing 
more expensive pointing out that 
if each house would need $2,000 
worth of sidewalk, as local develop-
ers had suggested, that would add 
a half a percent to the cost of a 
$400,000 home - the typical cost of 
a new house in Petrolia. A sidewalk 
would add just 0.2 per cent to the 
cost of a $1 million home.

Armed with the information, 
council decided to revise the current 
Official Plan to make it clear all new 

neighbourhoods would be required 
to have a sidewalk on at least one 
side of the street, while main roads 
within a subdivision would need 
two. Lambton County planners had 
suggested there should be sidewalks 
on both sides of all streets.

Councillor Ross O’Hara thought 
that wasn’t necessary, discounting 
the planners concern for the safety 
of pedestrians crossing the road 
and calling two sidewalks per street 
“overkill.”

And Councillor Wade Deighton is 
still concerned about reducing the 
amount of parking for new homes.

“It’s going to start shutting down 
people from either having extra 
cars, with growing families that we 
know we have multiple generations 
now starting to live in one house...
because of the cost of housing...
and then you say ‘Oh, by the way, 
you can’t have any more cars’ that’s 
one of the reasons that people don’t 
want sidewalks in their neighbor-
hood.

“One sidewalk, I can maybe 
understand, but if you start putting 
two sidewalks in, I think you’re go-
ing to find people find another place 
to build.”

Councillor Grant Purdy also 
wanted to see sidewalks on at least 
one side of the road.

“We’ve always listened to and 
tried to cater to people that have 
certain interests, be it a developer, 
be it a homeowner, I get it. 

SEE COUNCIL, PG 2

New Petrolia subdivisions 
will need to have sidewalks

Heather Wright
The Independent

An Enniskillen farmer wants to 
make sure his family won’t have 
to deal with the smells of cannabis 
again.

Trevor Brand is asking En-
niskillen council to look at the 
zoning regulations to make sure a 
greenhouse across the road from 
his farm won’t host another can-

nabis operation.
In May, the company confirmed 

High Park Farms on Lasalle Line 
would harvest its last crop this 
summer and then close in Sep-
tember. It’s the result of a merger 
between High Park’s parent com-
pany, Tilray and Aphira on May 
3. The new management had said 
it would consolidate its cannabis 
growing operations in the Leam-
ington area at the time.

Brand and his family had been 
dealing with the side affects of the 
operation for several years.

The greenhouse used lights early 
in the morning to stimulate plant 
growth, but it was disturbing to the 
neighbours. And often the smell 
of the growing marijuana escaped, 
making it difficult to spend any-
time outdoors.

High Park Farms used curtains 
to block the greenhouse lights 

with some success however the 
odours surrounding the production 
continues today.

Brand recently went to En-
niskillen Township council asking 
them to investigate ways to keep a 
cannabis operation from setting up 
again in that location.

Enniskillen Mayor, Kevin Mar-
riott, who is also Lambton’s War-
den, doesn’t want to have the same 
problems with whoever occupies 

the greenhouse next. “But the 
initial indications are that the zon-
ing doesn’t apply to a company, it 
applies to the property,” Marriott 
tells The Independent.

Since greenhouses are zoned 
agricultural and the federal 
government says even the com-
mercial production of cannabis is 
agriculture, there could be another 
operation move in as it stands now.

SEE HOPEFUL, PG 2

Enniskillen looks at whether it could stop another cannabis operation from opening on Lasalle
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Charlotte’s 
Corner

– ADVERTORIAL –

Unveiling Renovated 
Patient Rooms  

in Petrolia
By Dr. Charles Winegard, Medical 
Director, Charlotte Eleanor Englehart 
Hospital of Bluewater Health

Our Petrolia hospital is seeing some 
exciting progress in overall infrastructure 
improvements. Since securing $7.5M in 
infrastructure funding from the Ministry 
of Health in 2017, an additional $5.8M 
has been invested into infrastructural 
upgrades, including boiler plant and 
electrical upgrades.
This week, our patients and staff are 
celebrating the completion of two 

beautifully renovated acute care 
rooms, the first in a series of 
patient rooms. These spacious 
and bright new acute care rooms 
are an early priority of the 25-
year Charlotte Eleanor Englehart 
Hospital Redevelopment Project 
Plan. 
Previously, our acute care rooms 
were semi-private and bathrooms 
were shared, did not include 
a shower, and did not meet 
modern accessibility standards. 
The newly renovated acute care 
rooms are private and have been 
modernized to offer a bright, fresh, 
and intimate patient experience. Renovations also include much-needed spacious and 
private bathrooms; updated with a shower to meet patient care and accessibility needs, 
including walker/wheelchair access. 
The renovations bring the rooms up to current day standards, improve patient privacy 
and access, as well as the overall patient experience. It is exciting to see the beautiful 
results of these infrastructure investments to our Petrolia hospital; updates our staff and 
patients can see and experience themselves. Patients will feel like they’re recovering and 
being cared for in a hotel room, rather than a community hospital.
In order to avoid delays in patient care, construction plans have the remaining acute 
care rooms to be renovated in two-room blocks. When all renovations are completed, 
our acute medicine unit will offer modern patient rooms, including fully private rooms/
bathrooms – one of which will be a dedicated palliative room – and one ward room.
These new renovations mark the beginning of a successful and viable Petrolia hospital 
for many years to come.
Stage 2 work of the Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital Redevelopment Project has 
also begun; which includes reorganizing of hospital services (departments) and moving 
services more centrally into renovated spaces. I will share more details as planning and 
construction progresses.

One of the newly renovated acute care rooms at 
Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital (CEEH) of 

Bluewater Health

For Tickets contact
Hanneke Mills 
519-318-0897
lambtoncattlemens@hotmail.ca
or Lambton Cattlemen’s Directors

37th Annual  Lambton Cattlemen’s

BEEF
BARBEQUE
Wednesday August 4th, 2021

DRIVE THRU

Rain or Shine!

Brooke-Alvinston- Inwood Arena

5:00 - 7:00 pm

Lambton County Beef, Salad,  
Baked Potato, Roll, Baked Beans, & Dessert

Tickets $20.00
ADVANCED TICKETS ONLY

Plympton-Wyoming Mayor Lonny Napper 
can remember going to Paul Marley’s door 
to collect team jerseys for the local baseball 
team.

The pharmacist, who lives in the center of 
the village, would regularly sponsor a team. 
But Marley’s community mindedness went 
far beyond the local ball diamonds; that’s 
why Napper and Plympton-Wyoming coun-
cil named him 2021’s Senior of the Year.

Marley came to Wyoming when he was 
just 13. His dad was taking over the local 
pharmacy. Years later, he’d follow in his 
father’s footsteps with his wife, Lois, at his 
side.

The Marley home was connected to the 
pharmacy – something everyone in town 
knew – so, even on holidays, Lois says 
people would come to the door looking for 
help.

When he wasn’t busy meeting the town’s 
medical needs, he was a volunteer with the 

Wyoming Lions. Town officials say he’s 
been a member for 59 years.

Marley is also a history buff keeping 
all kinds of artifacts from the pharmacy 
including the original weigh scales. The 
Wyoming man is generous with that his-
tory – he donated enough artifacts from the 
pharmacy that the Camlachie Museum has a 
small display of an apothecary thanks to his 
generosity.

And, over the years, Marley has been 
active in his local church. He and Lois are 
lifelong members of the Wyoming United 
Church. Lois is a lay minister and before 
COVID-19 curtailed their activities, she and 
Paul would travel around Lambton County 
preaching at local nursing homes for the 
residents.

Marley was pleased to receive the award 
from Mayor Lonny Napper, adding Wyo-
ming is a great place to live because “it has 
everything.”

The Independent

Bluewater Health is showing off the 
first of the newly renovated acute care 
beds at Charlotte Eleanor Englehart 
Hospital in Petrolia.

Over the past five years, Bluewater 
Health has pumped $5.8 million into 
infrastructure upgrades at the hospital 
including a new boiler plant and elec-
trical upgrades.

The second phase of the renovation is 
the acute care wing. The rooms had been 
semi-private with a shared bathroom and 
didn’t include a shower. They also didn’t 
meet accessibility standards.

The rooms are being renovated two 
at a time, and the first two rooms have 

been completed. They are now private 
rooms which are fully accessible.

“The newly renovated acute care 
rooms bring the rooms up to current 
day standards, improve patient privacy 
and access, as well as the overall patient 
experience” says Dr. Charles Winegard, 
Medical Director, Charlotte Eleanor 
Englehart Hospital of Bluewater Health 
in a news release. “We are excited to 
see the beautiful results of infrastructure 
investments to our Petrolia hospital; 
updates our staff and patients can see 
and experience themselves.” 

When the rooms are completed, all 
will be private rooms. There will also 
be a dedicated palliative room and one 
ward room. 

Paul Marley, seen here with his wife, Lois, and Plympton-Wyoming Mayor Lonny 
Napper, was named Senior of the Year for 2021.

Long-time pharmacist, volunteer 
named Senior of the Year

First of acute care 
rooms at CEEH 
has been renovated

CONT’D FROM PG 1
Nobody wants sidewalks 

in their front yard...but we 
have to recognize that it’s 
2021.

“We have to at some point, 
bite the bullet and say, ‘you 
know, we’re going have to 
do this...it’s the responsible 
thing to do’. And maybe if 

for years, we didn’t put it off 
or neglect it, we wouldn’t be 
in a situation where we have 
all these gaps to fill in.”

Council passed a motion to 
move ahead with an official 
plan amendment making it 
clear there would need to be 
at least one sidewalk on all 
roads in new subdivisions.

Town council is likely 
to approve the official 
amendment at their July 12 
meeting.

The Independent asked 
town staff what that means 
for subdivisions already 
under development.

By press time, we had not 
received an answer.

CONT’D FROM PG 1
Marriott says council has asked staff to in-

vestigate how they could change that before 
High Park closes up shop.

But with many cannabis companies mer-
ging production and the market not being as 
profitable as first anticipated, Marriot doubts 

another cannabis operation will try to use 
the greenhouse.

Marriott and Sarnia Lambton Economic 
Partnership officials are hopeful the green-
house will be attractive to the vegetable 
growing industry which is expanding in 
southern Ontario.

Council likely to approve amendment

Hopeful for vegetable growing industry
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JULY
15, 16 & 17

RAIN OR SHINE
Participating merchants only! 

COVID restrictions will be in place.

Brought to you by the Petrolia Volunteer Business Group

Heather Wright
The Independent

While the Ontario Fire Marshal’s of-
fice hasn’t completed its report, lightning 
likely caused an oil tanker near Brigden to 
explode.

About 9 pm Monday, while thunderstorms 
were in the area, the tanker blew up at the 
corner of Brigden Road and Oil Springs 
Line. St. Clair Fire Chief Walt Anderson 
says neighbours watching the storm called 

911 and said lightning had hit the tanker.
When fire crews arrived, Anderson says 

they worked quickly to make sure the 
104,000 gallons of crude oil which spilled 
wouldn’t get to any nearby creeks.

“First when we got there, we isolated elec-
tricity because it was an electrical driven 
pump …and then looked at how big this 
spill was and where it was going. It poured 
rain and still was raining a bit when they got 
there. 

“And in a farmer’s field next to it, which 

was tiled, they found the drain was pouring 
some oil into the ditch. So that’s when they 
ordered some sand from the township to 
come out and dam up the ditches before it 
got too far and headed towards the creek.”

Investigators from the Ministry of the 
Environment and the Ontario Fire Marshal’s 
office were at the well site on the corner of 
Brigden Road and Oil Springs Line Tuesday 
investigating.

The owner of the well has now brought 
in a cleanup crew. The oil that was in the 

ditches has been removed, says Anderson, 
however the oil that spilled onto the ground 
will have to be excavated and clean fill will 
be brought in. That oil-stained soil will be 
moved offsite – likely to Clean Harbors on 
Petrolia Line.

Anderson couldn’t say what the lightning 
strike would have cost the oil well owner, 
adding the tanker was almost full with a 
pickup scheduled for the day after the light-
ning strike.

Heather Wright
The Independent

The Ministry of Natural Resources says 
it’s likely there are at least two bears 
wandering Lambton County.

Officials say there have been 23 re-
ported sightings of the bear in June which 
apparently has made its way down to 
Lambton from the Bruce Peninsula. The 
bear has also been spotted in the Cam-
lachie area.

“The Ministry believes these could be 
two different bears as reports have de-
tailed two unique size descriptions during 
the same time period,” says Ministry of 
Natural Resources spokesperson Jolanta 
Kowalski in an email. “The reports are 
likely two or three bears spotted multiple 
times.”

Kowalski says that while it is unusual 
to see a black bear in this area, the MNR 
is not planning any extraordinary steps to 
get it out of the area. 

“The Ministry has the ability to trap 
problem bears when all other means of 
preventing human-bear conflicts have 
been implemented and proven unsuccess-
ful. The ministry is continually monitor-
ing and assessing the situation in the 
Lambton Shores area, and trapping and 
relocation is not appropriate at this time,” 
she added.

Meantime, there is more evidence the 
bears are simply looking for food. The 
beehives at Camp Attawandaron and the 
Scout Canada camp near Pinery Provin-
cial Park sustained a lot of damage and 
nearby were some tracks which appeared 
to be from a bear. 

While it hasn’t been confirmed to be the 
work of the black bear wandering around 
Lambton Shores and Plympton-Wyoming, 
Kowalski says it is possible.

“That wouldn’t be surprising because 
that is one of their favourite things,” she 
says. “They love anything that smells 
good. And that can be garbage or that can 
be honeycombs, you know, it’s not that 
unusual.”

“This bear seems to be very active and 
is getting into trouble at various locations. 
I’m not sure if they can trap just him 
based on where the sightings have been. 
I got the sense that this bear was moving 
around a lot.”

Kowalski says the best option is for 
people to make sure they have nothing to 
eat, including bird feeders, pet food and 
garbage around to attract the bear.

Meantime, Imperial Oil, which tweeted 
out about the damage at the Scout camp, 
says it will give the camp $5,000 for new 
bee hives and a place to store the bee-
keeping equipment.

Alex Kurial/Local Journalism Initiative Photo

Crews from Harold Marcus were cleaning up the 104,000 gallons of oil spilled at an independently operated oil field at the corner of Oil Springs Line and Brigden Road June 30.

Lightning strike likely cause of oil tanker explosion

MNR says two or three 
bears roaming in Lambton
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

From The Dave Burwell Postcard Collection

This postcard is of an agitator in Petrolia’s oil fields on fire with a large crowd watching the action.

Plan for sidewalks
The perennial discussion about whether new subdivisions 

should have sidewalks appears to have been put to rest.
With some help from the Lambton County planners stating 

the obvious.
For years, developers have fought against the idea of 

putting sidewalks in new subdivisions in Petrolia. Look at 
any major newish subdivision in the town and you’ll see 
pedestrians have no choice but to walk on the roads.

Developers have argued homeowners don’t want side-
walks in front of their homes because it cuts off their prop-
erty. They can’t park overtop of a sidewalk without getting 
ticketed and that cuts down on parking spaces.

As Lambton’s planner pointed out, the land where side-
walks are built is actually town property.

All over Ontario, towns control the land closest to the 
roads. It should be pointed out to potential homeowners 
when they’re looking at a house that their property line 
stops at the town’s easement. It’s not.

The planners also shattered another myth - that municipal 
council can allow developers to exclude sidewalks. Pet-
rolia’s official plan explicitly says all new developments 
shall have sidewalks. It would be interesting to know if the 
councils of the day actually had read this part of the Official 
Plan and were wilfully ignoring it when all that housing was 
being built or if they simply have never read the planning 
rules for the community.

Of course, there is enough wiggle room that councillors 
can make a case for past decisions.

The Official Plan also gives council “discretion” on the 
matter as well. Councils in Petrolia have made discretion a 
tacit approval of subdivisions without sidewalks.

And it has all been in a bid to grow the community - which 
in and of itself is not a bad thing.

However when councils overlook what is good for the 
public at large - like safe places to walk in growing com-
munities - to please developers, it becomes a problem.

Developers already have it pretty good in Petrolia - they 
pay no development fees where other communities required 
developers to pay $10,000 to $20,000 per lot. Surely, a few 
sidewalks isn’t going to be the deal breaker that sends them 
off to build their homes elsewhere.

Council has now agreed to put into the official plan that 
all new streets in the community must have a sidewalk on 
at least one side. Main roads will need two. It’s a good first 
step, however we’re not counting our sidewalk chickens 
before they’re hatched. There is still plenty of time for 
councillors to change their minds again and continue giving 
politicians discretion on whether something as necessary as 
a sidewalk is built.

Editorial
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A suggestion for Plympton-Wyoming 
to create a park in the middle of a new 
subdivision has been turned down after 
council learned the developer only 
wanted to turn over a small piece of 
wetland.

Developer Doug Bain of Key Homes 
is working on the Trails Edge subdiv-
ision. It’s a 41 lot single family home 
subdivision bounded by King St., 
Fleming and Egremont Roads.

There is a large woodlot in the area 
being developed and one resident, 
during a public meeting on the project, 
suggested the town consider taking on 
the area and creating a park.

At first, Councillor Tim Wilkins 
was in favour of the idea saying in 25 
years, that area of Plympton-Wyoming 
will have a lot of homes and it would 

be a “pretty attractive place to have a 
nature trail going through there.”

Wilkins added because of the new 
homes in the area, there would be 
more tax dollars to maintain a park.

“We have to look 25 - 30 years down 
the road and how beneficial that would 
be for our people.”

Bain agreed, saying there could be 
a trail around the wetlands “in around 
the trees” where the land is dry. 

That peaked council’s interest with 
one councillor asking how much land 
the developer would be willing to turn 
over to Plympton-Wyoming if the 
town was interested. Bain said he only 
wanted to turn over the wetland in the 
area - about two to three acres.

Wilkins and the rest of council de-
cided the portion of land was too small 

and declined the opportunity to negoti-
ate for the land with the developer.

The woodland is expected to remain 
in tact but in private hands.

Thursday, July 8, 2021		  The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton – 5

431 King Street, Petrolia    519-882-1880

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

No Equipment,
No Problem

Dr.Martyniuk

Dr.Storozuk

There are many items that you can use 
to substitute for kettlebells, weights, and 
dumbbells to get an effective workout. 
Here are a few examples:

Backpack 
Items can be added to  
safely increase resistance for  
lower body exercises or walking.

Broom 
Besides sweeping, a broom can also give your core, hips and glutes 
a workout. Next time you’re sweeping the floor, shake things up by 
adding some hip hinges or oblique twists to your usual routine.

Chair  
A sturdy chair (without wheels) can make an excellent addition to 
your workout routine, whether you’re trying to perfect your squats or 
practice some leg raises.

Water Bottles or Laundry Detergent Jug  
Treat any of these household items like hand weights or dumbbells. 
Give your arms a major workout by doing some front raises, tricep 
kickbacks or overhead press. 

Towel 
One person’s towel is another person’s resistance 
band! Use a towel to help with stretching or for a killer 
arm workout.

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

•  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

Petrolia ends 2020 
with a surplus
Heather Wright
The Independent

While 2020 was a tough year 
financially for many, the Town of 
Petrolia was able to rack up a surplus 
of $107,800 - mostly due to increasing 
federal and provincial grants.

CAO/Treasurer Rick Charlebois
see surplus, pg 8

Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia is lowering the fees for food 
trucks, at least for this year.

Just a few weeks after council passed 
a bylaw to regulate where food trucks 
could locate, three people asked for 
changes to it.

Under the bylaw, commercial busi-
nesses, industries and private home-
owners would have to pay a $200 fee to 
host a truck on their property. It was a 
one time fee and the truck could come 
to the property numerous times.

Councillors were looking for a way to 
not only track where the trucks were, 
but also to provide fairness to business-
es who pay business licences and taxes. 
A food truck would only have to have a 
business licence to operate in Petrolia. 
The town also has four designated 
areas for food trucks in Bridgeview 
Park with a fee of $5,000 per year for 
a spot.

First Liz Welsh came to council for 
her employer, Albany Retirement 
Residence, to ask for an exemption 
for the fee. The business was planning 
socially distanced entertainment for the 
seniors who had been isolating during 
the pandemic and hoped to have the ice 

cream truck visit the home three times. 
Council granted a one time exemption 
to the home from the $200 fee.

At the same council meeting, resident 
Mary Jo Edgar suggested exemptions 
for food trucks with business licences 
from the town and a special event 
permit. She also suggested events at a 
private home should be free, if they last 
just 90 minutes.

Emily Denham Weed, in a letter to 
council June 28, agreed. She says hav-
ing an ice cream truck at a private party 
would be a great, socially distanced 
event.

And she says, council passed the 
bylaw without public input. “I don’t 
feel the voices of the community were 
properly heard on this topic.”

Mayor Brad Loosley disagreed. He 
said council had been discussing the 
bylaw for months and the issue had 
been raised at council three times, giv-
ing the public time to voice opinions.

“The bylaw is to protect residential 
areas from commercial type uses of 
any mobile refreshment vehicles,” 
Loosley read from prepared remarks. 
“It was based on public feedback to 
ensure the best interests of all resi-
dents or settings. Anyone can apply 
for special events permit. This is not a 

new practice, which is then reviewed 
by the director of community services 
for compliance within our regulated 
bylaws, from noise, fireworks tents to 
parties, and a $200 fee covers review 
of the application, along with the con-
tribution aligned to what a downtown 
brick and mortar business contributes 
to property taxes.”

Loosley added charities don’t pay the 
fee. 

The mayor says the bylaw is a bal-
ance to allow the trucks to operate but 
not disadvantage established busi-
nesses.

“Downtown businesses are satisfied 
that the municipality is licensing and 
treating equally transient businesses 
and downtown brick and mortar busi-
nesses that pay year round taxes.”

Instead of reviewing the bylaw, Coun-
cillor Joel Field suggested lowering the 
fee. “I’m recommending for the rest of 
this year, in light of COVID, having 
people being able to finally get together 
with family and friends and having an 
option for this at a reasonable price - I 
had put $50 in this bylaw - that we 
change it this year, and that we bring it 
back to our fee structure meeting when 
we do our budget.”

Council agreed.

DAWSON CURRIE PHOTO

Two people suffered what police are calling moderate and minor injuries after an accident at the corner of 
Mandaumin Road and London Line. On June 30, a dump truck and a Canflow truck collided at the intersection 
at mid-day. The Canflow truck wasn’t carrying any liquid at the time and the dump truck had a load of soil. It took 
several hours to remove the trucks. The driver of the dump truck has been charged with failing to yield.

TRUCKS COLLIDE

Food truck fees go down as 
residents call for bylaw changes

PW decides against taking on woodlot park
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There were small celebrations, moments of reflection and a very large show of 
support for the Indigenous community Canada Day.

The normally boisterous celebration of Canada was marked on a smaller scale, 
partly due to the COVID-19 pandemic which still places limits on socializing, 
and because of tragic details of the confirmation of at least 1,500 unmarked 
graves of children who died at Indian residential schools.

Since the formation of Canada until 1996, Indian residential schools were 
federally mandated. Their original goal was to “take the Indian out of the child.” 
Thousands of children were taken from their homes to go to school and an un-
known number died there. In most cases, the children were buried on the school 
grounds and many family members never knew what happened or where they 
had been laid to rest.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission heard testimony about the unmarked 
graves in 2008. At the time, the commission asked for $1.5 million from the 
federal government to investigate; the request was turned down.

New technology has led to the confirmation of what many First Nations had 
known, children were buried in unmarked graves on school grounds. So far, 
about 1,500 graves have been discovered in a month.

A massive crowd, most wearing orange t-shirts – a symbol of the horrors chil-
dren faced at residential schools – gathered at Sarnia City Hall Canada Day to 
show support for the Indigenous communities in the area. The photos below, by 
Lou Sprenger, are of that gathering.

In Petrolia, downsized Canada Day celebrations started with raising the flag 
at the Petrolia Legion. There, a land acknowledgement was made and about 50 
people took some time to reflect on the realities of Indian residential schools.

The day in Petrolia included a scavenger hunt by car, the opening of the annual 
fishing derby and a party wagon that made its way around town handing out 
goodie bags to families. The night ended with virtual fireworks.

In Brooke-Alvinston, the annual Canada Day dinner became a drive-thru affair 
and the community was one of the only spots in the region to see live fireworks.

A different kind 
of Canada Day

Photos by
Heather Wright

and
Lou Sprenger

LCCVI graduate Core Jackson has 
won one of the most prestigious sports 
awards for high school students in 
Lambton.

The Wyoming teen has been hon-
oured with the Stefanko Award.

Jackson’s first love is baseball. 
He committed to the University of 
Nebraska for a baseball scholarship 
and was one of a handful of Central 
Lambton athletes who played for the 
Great Lake Canadians. In a blog post 

from the Canadian Premier Baseball 
League, Jackson talked about his deci-
sion to accept the offer to play in the 
US.

“Nebraska was exactly what I was 
looking for. I always wanted to go to a 
Power Five school and Nebraska was 
offering everything that I wanted. I 
was very impressed with the coaching 
staff there and also the amazing facili-
ties. Adam Stern was also a big part in 
my decision to go to Nebraska as he 
attended there.”

He credits his parents for helping him 
get to this point, acknowledging their 
sacrifice in helping him achieve his 
dreams.

“The biggest influence of my 
baseball career would have to be my 
parents. They have been with me every 
step of the way. They have always 
given me the opportunity to play ball 
at the highest level. They have made 
many sacrifices so that I can try and 
live out my dream of playing profes-
sional baseball.”

Jackson looks forward to what’s to 
come.

“I love the game and just want to 
play it every day.”

The Stefanko Award recognizes ex-
cellence in sports and the community.

In a news release, the Lambton-Kent 
District School Board Director of 
Education, John Howitt, says; “Core 
understands the importance of balan-
cing academics and athletics, having 
received academic honours and athlete 
of the year awards throughout his 
secondary career.

“A team player, Core participated 
in volleyball, badminton, basketball 
and baseball during high school. Core 
was able to lead by example, both in 
his game play, but also in motivating 
his teammates to work together and 
perform at their best,” says Howitt.

Hannah Elliott of Northern Collegiate 
has also received the Stefanko Award. 
“She has excelled in the classroom 
and in all athletic activities that she 
has been involved in throughout high 
school, including basketball, volley-
ball and track and field. A driven and 
committed athlete, Hannah has opted 
to train with a provincial rowing pro-
gram. She has been a valued member 
of the peer mentorship program at the 
school and is a leader amongst her 
peers and youth alike, including sup-
porting young athletes as a basketball 
camp counsellor,” says Howitt.

Sports
LCCVI grad among Stefanko Award recipients

photo submitted

Core Jackson

An effort by the Ontario Hockey League to cut down on 
travel and overnight stays is good news for the rivalry be-
tween the Sarnia Sting and London Knights. The adversar-
ies will play 10 times this season beginning with a contest 
on Saturday, Oct. 16 at Progressive Auto Sales Arena. The 
teams will also close out the 2021 calendar year with their 
traditional home-and-home series on Wednesday, Dec. 29 
and late Friday afternoon, Dec. 31 in Sarnia and London 
respectively.

The Sting will also play Windsor 10 times including home 
openers for both squads on Oct. 7 and 8 in Windsor and Sar-
nia. The Sting-Spitfire matchups will feature former Sarnia 
teammates in Tevor Letowski and Alan Letang as opposing 
coaches.

Additionally, the Sting will play Owen Sound, Flint, 
Kitchener and Saginaw eight times each, six games each 
against the Soo Greyhounds and Guelph Storm and four 
against the Erie Otters.

Out of an abundance of COVID-related caution, there will 

be no games against Eastern Conference teams during the 
regular season which will end on Apr. 3.

Friday and Sunday remain the predominant home dates 
for the club with 16 and 10 respectively. They also have five 
games on Wednesday and one each on Monday, (Family 
Day) Tuesday and Saturday. All games except Sundays start 
at 7:05 pm, while the Sunday contests will begin at 2:05 pm.

“It’s an exciting time of new beginnings for our League,” 
says Commissioner David Branch in a statement on 
the league website. “The OHL continues its tradition of 
developing the world’s best young student athletes and 
we’re very much looking forward to having players back 
in OHL communities as they pursue both their hockey and 
academic-related goals... We’re also looking ahead to the 
safe return of our great fans to OHL arenas this season,” 
Branch added. “The OHL benefits from a long and storied 
past on the ice, but the fans, billets and community partners 
have always played an integral role in making our league so 
special.”

Sting, Knights ramp up rivalry in 2021-22 OHL season



8 – The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton		  Thursday, July 8, 2021

THANK YOU
The Town of Petrolia would like to send a HUGE thank you to our 

event & giveaway sponsors from our Canada Day activities:

As well as a thank you to our awesome volunteers!

Petrolia Petrolia

Sarnia Site Br. 216 - Petrolia Petrolia

The Office  
of Bob Bailey

The Office of 
Marilyn Gladu

Barb & Rick 
Charlebois

PETROLIA TOWN-WIDE

JULY 
23 & 24

ADVERTISE YOUR GARAGE SALE IN STOP BY THE OFFICE TODAY:
4156 PETROLIA LINE
MON-FRI 9AM-5PM

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, JULY 16TH

GARAGE 
SALE ADS

$25+HST

Mosquito patrol on again
The St. Clair Region Conservation Author-

ity has been hired by Lambton Public Health 
to start dropping larvicide in catch basins 
around the county. 

It’s a yearly program where Methoprene is 
dropped in pellets in the standing water of 
the catch basin to stop the mosquitos from 
reproducing. The conservation authority also 
checks the mosquito traps set out to catch 
the bugs to check for West Nile virus in the 
region.

That program begins this week. But if 
you find a dead bird this year, public health 
won’t be checking it for effects of the West 
Nile virus. Officials say you should put on 
some gloves and dispose of the bird in your 
garbage.

While the larvicide program helps reduce 
the mosquito population and the chance 
of people getting the virus which can have 
serious health effects, public health says it is 
only one way to reduce the bug population.

Heather Wright
The Independent

Lambton’s medical officer of health isn’t 
too concerned some of the oldest residents – 
most susceptible to COVID-19 – aren’t fully 
vaccinated yet.

As of July 2, 85 per cent of 70 year olds and 
81 per cent of 80 year-olds have had their 
first vaccine – 71 per cent are fully vaccin-
ated.

But just 74 per cent of 90 year-olds have 
had their first shot and 69 per cent are fully 
vaccinated.

That’s compared to more than 90 per cent 
of seniors in long term care in Lambton who 
have had both shots of the vaccine.

Dr. Sudit Ranade isn’t sure why the seniors 
are not getting the shot yet.

Part of the issue may be the population 
projections public health uses to calculate the 
percentage of people vaccinated may be off. 
In other words, there may be fewer seniors in 
that age range than public health thinks.

“The practical experience of doing those 
(90 year-old) clinics was that they were full, 
and that they had a lot of people who were 
helping them to do those bookings, and come 
in to make sure that they got their vaccine,” 
says Ranade.

“I haven’t heard a lot of situations where 
ninety year-olds would say to us, ‘I can’t get 
my appointment, or I can’t get my vaccine.’”

And he’s comfortable public health is get-
ting to seniors where they live. 

“We take requests from people if they can’t 
leave their house for medical reasons,” says 
Ranade, adding public health has been doing 
“home based immunization… and we’ve 
been doing that for quite a while now. So 
if we didn’t have that, I might be thinking, 
‘oh, maybe there’s just no way that they can 
come to the centre.’ But they’ve been getting 
requests and meeting them.”

If a senior you know still needs a vaccina-
tion, you can call public health’s hotline at 
226-254-8222.

The Independent

Teens between 12 and 17 can start booking 
their second COVID-19 shot.

The province announced it’s allowing the 
teens to start booking July 5 at 8 am to give 
them a “strong level of protection against 
COVID-19 including the Delta variant and 
support a safe return to school in September.”

The students should book through the 
provincial booking system or the local public 
health unit to receive their Pfizer shot – the 
only vaccine approved for that age group.

A provincial news release says during the 
week of June 21, the province administered 
more than one million doses in four days, in-
cluding 26,771 doses administered in a single 
day at Toronto’s Scotiabank Arena Clinic, 
setting a North American record. 

Public health units, mass vaccination clin-
ics, hospital sites, pharmacies and primary 
care providers have administered over 15 
million doses of COVID-19 vaccines, with 
more than 77 per cent of adult Ontarians hav-
ing received their first dose and more than 42 
per cent fully immunized.

In long term care homes in Lambton, more than 90 per cent of seniors are vaccinated 
against COVID-19. Seniors in the community are not getting their vaccines as quickly.

Seniors in Lambton not getting vaccines 
as quickly as those in long term care (LTC)

The Independent

Lambton County munici-
palities will be getting more 
infrastructure cash from 
the federal and provincial 
governments.

The federal government is 
providing $40.9 million and 
the province $10.2 million 
through the COVID-19 Re-
silience Infrastructure.

The funding will support 
the development of access-
ible recreational spaces, 
emergency and health facili-
ties, increase active trans-
portation and the renovation 

of municipal infrastructure 
and community centers to 
provide safe and inclusive 
spaces according to a provin-
cial news release. 

Most of the small munici-
palities in Central Lambton 
will be receiving $100,000 
for infrastructure. Petrolia 
will receive $115,600 and St. 
Clair will receive just over 
$385,000.

Lambton County will also 
have an additional $401,000 
to use to upgrade infrastruc-
ture.

The federal government 
provides 80 per cent of the 

funding and the province 
20 per cent to the following 
municipalities;

• Brooke-Alvinston 
$100,000

• Dawn-Euphemia 
$100,000

• Enniskillen $100,000
• Lambton Shores $365,770
• Lambton $401,000
• Oil Springs $100,000
• Petrolia $115,6000
• Plympton Wyoming 

$100,000
• Pt Edward $100,000
• Sarnia $739,000
• St Clair $385,621
• Warwick $100,000

More COVID cash coming to Lambton

Surplus at end of 2020
cont’d from pg 5
in a report to council in June, says a number 
of grants increased, including the Ontario 
Community Investment Fund by $47,000, 
the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund also 
increased $27,000. The town also receives 
cash from Bluewater Power each year - 
dividends which are a nod towards Petrolia 
being involved in the formation of the power 
company. Those dividends were up $19,000. 

Charlebois says the public works depart-
ment also saved $94,000 because of lower 
insurance costs and salary and benefits and 
less winter maintenance.

There was also a deficit in the protect-
ive services - fire and police - in 2020 of 
$83,000. Any of the expenses related to 
COVID-19 were already covered by the 
provincial and federal government.

The excess cash will go into the capital 
reserve fund to help fund future capital 
projects.

Teens now can get their second shots
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
All Creditors and others having claims against the Estate 
of Michael Paul Lambert, late of the Town of Huntsville, 
in the Muskoka Region of Ontario, Retired Teacher, 
who died on or about the 22nd day of September, 2020, 
are to send their claims, if any, with full particulars by 
mailing them to the undersigned on or before the 28th 
day of July, 2021, after which date the Estate Trustee 
will proceed to distribute the Estate among the parties 
entitled thereto, having regard only to the claims of 
which he shall than has received notice. 

WALLACE B. LANG 
4245 Petrolia Line 

Petrolia, Ontario 
N0N 1R0

Solicitor for the Estate Trustee

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Don’t be puzzled by complicated insurance. 
At Brokerlink, we’ll help you pice together 
an insurance policy to fit your needs. Call us 
today for a free no oblication quote.

519.882.1290  4146 Petrolia Line

519.882.1290
4146 Petrolia Line

Petrolia

Services available in Ontario through 
Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc. ™
BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of 
Canada Brokerlink Inc.
used under license. © Copyright 2016 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved.

Brought to you by:

Answers to this week’s

We Are Here To Serve You 
1000 Finch Drive,  
Sarnia, Ontario  
N7S 6G5

519-383-6600 

marilyn.gladu@parl.gc.ca

www.mpmarilyngladu.ca

MP Marilyn Gladu
Sarnia-Lambton

petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Get The News As It Happens!
NOW AVAILABLE

FOR $1

• Access to ALL 
Articles

• 24 Hours

• One Time Fee

OPP dog foils D-E break in
Blitz – the Lambton OPP police dog – may have stopped a 

break in before it happened. Lambton OPP are just telling us 
now about an incident June 18 around 5:20 pm in Dawn-
Euphemia. Police had been called about a suspicious person 
at a storage facility. Officers surrounded the property until 
the OPP Canine Unit arrived. Blitz then found a man who 
was taken into custody.

Brendan Recker, 33, of Brooke Alvinston has been 
charged with possession of break-in instruments.

Wyoming, Port Lambton 
schools under construction
The Independent

Two Lambton Catholic schools will be under construction 
this summer.

Holy Rosary Catholic School in Wyoming will be getting 
$271,337 in roof repairs. Contractors will be removing and 
replacing some of the existing roof. The work will be done 
by a Toronto firm.

And at Sacred Heart Catholic School in Port Lambton the 
east parking lot will be replaced. Officials say there will be 
parking added and the asphalt playground will be extended.

There will also be some new sidewalks built on the east 
side of the school. 

The work will be done by a Sarnia contractor at a cost of 
$473,352.

The jobs are expected to be complete by September.

Fewer COVID-19 testing 
centres needed now
Heather Wright
The Independent

One of Lambton’s COVID-19 testing centres is closing 
its doors.

The Rapids Family Health team closed its assessment 
centre at the end of June saying there is less demand.

Between June 20 and 27, there were 1,319 people who 
were tested across the county for COVID-19. That’s far 
below the testing of nearly 6,000 people in one week 
during the peak of Lambton’s second wave in January. 
It’s the lowest rate of testing since August 2020.

Lambton’s Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Sudit Ran-
ade, says eventually, all the stand alone clinics will be 
closed. 

“Over time, we want to move into a place where the 
way we test for COVID is more like the way we test for 
other respiratory viruses,” he says, noting it will simply 
be another test in your doctor’s office. 

Ranade says those who might have gone to The Rapids’ 
centre will simply go to another in the region, including 
the Rural Testing Centre in Wyoming. 

He adds the centre can always reopen.
“We do have that scalable capacity to open up testing 

or to reduce it as needed.”

A 45 year-old St. Clair man is being 
held in custody after a Petrolia break-
in.

Lambton OPP were called to Gar-
field St. for a break and enter. Police 

confirmed with the homeowner several 
firearms had been taken.

Investigators, including Forensic 
Identification Services and the Crime 
Unit, tracked down a suspect.

Herbert McDonald, 45, of St. Clair 
Township faces 19 firearms charges 
and a charge of break and enter to steal 
a firearm.

He remains in custody.

The St. Clair Region Conservation 
Authority wants you to explore their 
19 sites.

To celebrate its 60th anniversary, the 
conservation authority has started a 
virtual fundraiser to encourage people 
to walk through the conservation areas 
- eight of which are in Central Lamb-
ton - while raising money to support 
conservation programs. That includes 

tree planting, wetland creation and spe-
cies at risk research. 

You can choose to walk, hike, bike or 
paddle between six and 60 kilometres 
of trails in various conservation areas 
in the Sydenham River watershed 
while you raise money for every kilo-
metre explored.

“We hope this event will not only 
raise money to support conservation 

efforts in our region, but also introduce 
people to local natural gems they may 
not have been aware of,” says Donna 
Blue, manager of communications for 
the authority. 

You can register for the event, which 
runs until the end of August, by going 
to raceroster.com/events and search for 
The St. Clair Challenge.

The Independent

2021 was a big year for 
trees in Lambton County.

The St. Clair Region 
Conservation Authority 
says more landowners got 
involved in annual tree pro-
grams than the last 10 years.

Demand for the tree 
seedlings was between two 

and five times higher than 
normal, officials said, with 
83 landowners purchasing 
more than 14,000 trees.

Another 65,000 trees were 
planted throughout the water-
shed for 29 landowners for a 
total of 79,000 trees in all.

There were two mechanical 
tree planting crews at work 
and one small hand plant-

ing crew who worked three 
weeks to finish planting all 
the trees before the end of 
May.

The conservation authority 
paid $193,000 toward the 
project while landowners 
paid $104,000 for the new 
trees. 

There were also 26 indi-
vidual tree orders for 1,433 

large potted stock trees this 
year worth over $30,000.

Trees orders by Brooke-Al-
vinston and Warwick made 
up more than half of the trees 
ordered. Both municipalities 
had landowners purchasing 
trees from them, leading 
officials to say this is an 
effective method of getting 
people to plant trees.

Heather Wright
The Independent

A Petrolia councillor who wants to 
see Dr. Frank Riedl honoured for his 
work in the community plans to raise 
money to place a memorial in thanks 
for his service.

Grant Purdy wanted the town to place 
a memorial bench for the family phys-
ician who recently passed away. Purdy 
says Riedl worked in the commun-
ity 54 years “providing exceptional 
service to his patients in Petrolia and 

Lambton County. I believe that this is 
deserving of some sort of commemora-
tion that will show appreciation to his 
family and for future generations to be 
able to enjoy and learn about what he 
had done.”

In a report to council, town staff 
spoke against the idea, saying the town 
has a bereavement acknowledgment 
policy to make sure that all are remem-
bered while not honouring some more 
than others. Under the policy, the town 
did send a card of condolence and 
made a donation to the Petrolia Com-

munity Foundation in Riedl’s memory. 
Staff added there is a memorial tree 

and bench program in place, however 
the town doesn’t foot the bill for these. 
The report also added the town has to 
make sure the wishes of the family are 
respected.

Purdy accepted the town would not 
be involved but says he will start fund-
raising for the memorial for Dr. Riedl.

“I just think that he is deserving of 
some sort of lasting commemoration of 
his legacy.”

Petrolia councillor to raise money 
for tribute bench for Dr. Frank Riedl

Discovering local conservation authorities at SCRCA’s 60th anniversary

Almost 80k trees planted in 2020

Nineteen firearms charges laid after Petrolia break-in
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ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

9 am - 4 pm
PETROLIA LIONS HALL
451 Huggard St., Petrolia

Next to Arena  
PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE

53 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Serving Petrolia Since 2004!
Dan W. Jones B.A.B. Ed.
519-818-1805

GOLD 
SILVER

CASH
FOR

FRIDAY, JULY 16

ALL JEWELRY
ALL COINS
TOP PRICE

PAID418 Greenfield St. | Petrolia

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PETROLIA

SUNDAY JULY 11
10:30 AM

In loving memory of 

who passed away July 12, 2018
JOHN F. HULL

Love & miss you
Myrtle, Kathy, Paul & Family. 

It’s sometimes hard to know
why some things happen as they do,
For so much joy and happiness
was centered around you.
It seems so hard to comprehend
that you’re no longer here,
But all the happy memories
will help to keep you near.
You’re thought about with pride,
with each mention of your name,
Death cannot change a single thing,
The love will still remain.

So often we reminisce and share 
a laugh or two,

What precious memories you left 
behind.

Your love and smiles,
Your friendly waves.

Thought the link that binds
our family circle will never be 

missed in our heats. 
Now your place is with the 

angles above.

MITCHELL
In loving memory of

Mildred Mitchell
who passed away on
July 3, 1984

and

Gerald Mitchell
who passed away

August 9, 2007

Love always
- The Mitchell Families -

Lovingly Remembered & Missed by
Lloyd  &Donna, Bob & Gloria,   

Marilyn and Families

Our heart still aches in 
sadness,

Our silent tears still flow,
for what it meant to lose you,

no one will ever know.

In loving memory of 
our dear father, grandfather and 

great-grandfather 

RAYMOND
who passed away July 5, 1994

and 
our dear mother, grandmother 

and great-grandmother

VIVIAN
who passed away July 17, 1998

GASCO

Help support your local Legion

Contact any Legion member with questions   |   Thank you for your support.

Oil Springs

Br#535
PROCEEDS TO GO TOWARDS BUILDING UPGRADES

Help support your local Legion
Saturday

July 24
8am - 12 noon
Drop off your bottles & cans 
at the Oil Springs Legion
4598 Oil Springs Line
– or –  leave them at the end of
            your laneway for pick up
            in Oil Springs and Oil City

Contact any Legion member with questions   |   Thank you for your support.
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Help support your local Legion
Saturday

July 24
8am - 12 noon
Drop off your bottles & cans 
at the Oil Springs Legion
4598 Oil Springs Line
– or –  leave them at the end of
            your laneway for pick up
            in Oil Springs and Oil City

Contact any Legion member with questions   |   Thank you for your support.
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A big shout-out to all of the great people in  
Oil Springs and surrounding community, for coming 

out to support “Dips Soft Serve” and  Oil Springs 
Optimists. To “Dips Soft Serve” for donating your tips to us.

THANK YOU

Also thank you Holly Strangway for
inviting Dips Soft Serve, out to Oil Springs.

OIL SPRINGS OPTIMISTS

523 Simcoe St.
WATFORD

This Charming Cape Cod style has been 
lovingly maintained and o�ers many 

features such as the custom kitchen and 
granite counter tops, a formal dining room 
and a spacious living room for entertaining 

family and friends. 3 spacious private 
bedrooms and a 4-piece bath on the 

second �oor. The oversized family room 
leads to the covered deck and the private 

fenced rear yard, a professional landscaped 
patio area with an elaborate inground 

concrete swimming pool.  Ample parking, 
2 car garage. Close to all amenities. 

High-speed �bre optic unlimited use of the 
internet to work from home.

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

$699,900
$649,888 MLS: 21006308

$699,900
$649,888

EDWARD
Jordan

Peacefully and surrounded by his 
family, F. Jordan Edward (Jober) 
passed away on June 26, 2021 at 
Bluewater Health in Sarnia at age 
92. He leaves behind his beloved 
wife of 63 years, Ruth Alison (nee 
Hawley), his cherished daughters 
Alison, Jane and Mimi (Mark) and 
grandchildren Ossie, Maitland 
and Kaedy. Predeceased by his 
parents Frederick Hayne Edward 
and Ethel Mae (nee Fowler) and 
his sister Mary Lee Berwick, he is 
fondly remembered by nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. 
Jordan was raised in Petrolia and 
was proud of his oil heritage. 
Called to the bar in 1956, he had a 
law practice in Sarnia and Petrolia 
until his retirement in 1992. A 
member of the Rotary Club of 
Sarnia, he received recognition 
as a Paul Harris Fellow. Jordan 
loved the family cottage, 
Kemah, on Lake Manitou. In this 
fourth-generation sanctuary, he 
treasured time spent with family 
and friends. Jordan was a man 
of integrity who loved poetry 
and we will fondly remember his 
gentle humour, welcoming smile 
and kindness. Cremation was 
followed by a private interment 
at Hillsdale Cemetery, Petrolia.
If you wish to make a donation, 
memorial contributions to The 
Rotary Club of Sarnia Charitable 
Foundation, 1210 Michigan 
Ave. PO Box 22014, Twin Lakes 
Postal Outlet, Sarnia, Ontario 
N7S 6J4 (www.canadahelps.
org/en/charities/rotary-club-of-
sarnia-charitable-foundation)
OR Bluewater Health Foundation 
for Palliative Care (www.
bluewaterhealthfoundation.
ca) would be appreciated. 
Arrangments by Needham-
Jay Funeral Home  

www.needhamjay.com. 

Obituary

Wanted to Buy - Old and unique 
items. Single items to entire es-
tates. Call Chad 519-639-9102

WANTED

For Sale
PLANT SALE - Hosta plants, 
Yucca Plants and Rose of Sharon 
Bushes. Self Serve. We will re-
cycle plant pots. 458 Ignatiefna 
St., Petrolia.  

WANTED TO BUY - Adult bicycles Women & Men. All sizes. Good to fair 
condition. All types of bikes wanted. Top prices payed.  Please call 519-
882-2548 and ask for Dave. 

WANTED	

FARMLAND - Do you want a 
farmer who wants and values 
your opinion on how to best 
farm your land ? One who will 
work with you to develop a 
crop plan, discuss when your 
farm is fit to plant and harvest 
to minimize compaction and 
maximise profit for the long 
term? Then call Shawn at 
Font Farms (519) 384-2855.

WANTED

Real Estate

Coming Event

In Memory

Card of Thanks

In Memory In Memory

Coming Event

Coming Event

DAYMAN
Kevin

It is with heavy heart that Lyle 
and Joyce Dayman announce 
the sudden passing of their son, 
Kevin Dayman on June 23, 2021 
at the age of 64. Brother to Joan 
Karr, husband Ron Karr, siblings 
Adam and Aaron. Brother to Karen 
Benusik, husband Peter Benusik, 
siblings Iain and Jason. Brother 
to Lois Elliott, husband Gregg 
Elliott, siblings Jessie, Corrie and 
Brittany. Brother to Eric Dayman, 
wife Laurie Dayman, siblings 
Kallie. He leaves behind many 
family members that will miss 
him dearly, Kevin was a quiet man 
that lived a simple life with wife 
Cathy Dayman and son Jonathan 
Dayman. There will be no service 
held for Kevin as this was what he 
wished but a quiet celebration of 
life held with immediate family.

Obituary

SATURDAY, JUNE 26

CROSSMAN, Ethel
Age 82, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

ANOQUOT, Ilene 
Age 89, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

EDWARD, Jordan
Age 92, of Sarnia
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

SUNDAY, JUNE 27

EGGLETON, Valda
Age 82, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

McCABE, Doris
Age 86, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

MONDAY, JUNE 28

GERALD, Gonzales
Age 68, of Forest 
Gilpin Funeral Home

CLEMENS, Sharon
Age 80, of Lambton Shores
Denning’s of Forest

TUESDAY, JUNE 29

CLEVELAND BOUCHER, 
Tyler
Age 23, of Forest 
Gilpin Funeral Home

BRESSETTE, Harold
Age 55, of Kettle Point
Gilpin Funeral Home

EYRE, Donna
Age 86, of Brights grove
Smith Funeral Home

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30

ELLERKER, Linda
Age 69, of Brampton
Denning’s of Forest

SLEEMAN, David
Age 73, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

WALTERHOUSE, Madeline
Age 93, of Lambton Shore
Gilpin Funeral Home

THURSDAY, JULY1

BAZIN, Earlien
Age 70, of Sarnia
McCormack Funeral Home

BRUSCO, Maria 
Age 73, of Sarnia
McKenzie & Blundy Funeral Home

BOONSTRA, Sylvia
Age 91, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

FRIDAY, JULY 2

CARLETON, Catherine
Age 97, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

Death Notices
June 26 - July 2, 2021

This information is provided as a community service. 
For detailed information, please refer to the funeral home website listing.

ADVERTISING POLICY - The publisher of this newspaper, The Independent 
of Petrolia and Central Lambton, reserves the right to clarify or refuse any ad-
vertisement based on its sole discretion. The publisher reserves the right to 
reject, discontinue or omit any advertisement without notice or penalty to 
either party. Liability for errors or non-insertion is limited to the amount paid 
for the cost of space occupied by the error. Claims of errors must be made 
prior to the next publication date.

Notice
Women’s Institute Scholarship 
- Again this year the Women’s 
Institute Scholarship is available 
to Lambton County students en-
tering their first or second year 
at any Ontario college or uni-
versity.  Application deadline 
is August 10, 2021.  Contact  
amcgugan@hotmail.com for 
complete details.

Notice
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ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Business & Service Directory

Professional INCOME TAX SERVICES

519-882-2966

PRO-TAXPRO-TAX
3927 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON

Appointments **Drop-Offs** Contactless
MARK AND JOANNE JAMIESON

jam_ jo11@hotmail.com | www.protaxpetrolia.com

(Pro-Tax is a division of Teogotha Inc.)

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In this time of Social distancing 
we invite you to join a virtual 

congregation and watch the Sunday 
morning worship at St. Andrew’s.

10am Service - Live

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

 
In-person services suspended at this 

time. Please contact our office at 
wyoming_united@outlook.com to be 
sent the Zoom link to join us for our 

10am live service. 

Rev. Steven Longmoore
Church Office 519-845-3963

Find us on Facebook

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In Person Services 
now taking place
Sunday’s 10am

We will be closed for Summer Break 
August 1, 8 & 15 with no Sunday Service

Service will resume  
August 22 at 10am
Rev. Carey Wagner

Church Office: 519-882-1390
www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

Outdoor Church Service 
Sunday Mornings 10:30am

Bring your lawn chair!

Pastor: Alex Craig
Church Office 519-882-2480

email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia 

We are closed due to 
Covid-19 at this time. 

Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee
Church Office 519-882-1430

christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Don’t be puzzled by complicated insurance. 
At Brokerlink, we’ll help you pice together 
an insurance policy to fit your needs. Call us 
today for a free no oblication quote.

519.882.1290  4146 Petrolia Line

519.882.1290
4146 Petrolia Line

Petrolia

Services available in Ontario through 
Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc. ™
BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of 
Canada Brokerlink Inc.
used under license. © Copyright 2016 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved.

Brought to you by:

Answers to this week’s

114 N. Christina St
Open Every Sunday 9am to 4pm
Truck Loads of Antiques Quality Used Furniture 

Collectables, Jewellery, Books, Coke Collectables  
Video & Games for Big & Little Kids!

... so much MORE!

Sarnia Flea Market

New Vendors Welcome! 
C O M E  C H E C K  I T  O U T !

5 1 9 - 3 3 0 - 6 8 1 6

of eventsPLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Events are listed FREE for non-profit 
groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to 
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

Upcoming Events
DATE START

TIME LOCATION EVENT	 CONTACT INFO

Jul 8 4-8p Forest Forest Farmers’ Market at the corner of Jefferson and Main St. 
Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols.  
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 9 3-9p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Jul 10 7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Jul 10 10-3p Petrolia Petrolia Discovery Tours. Admission by donation. All public 
health protocols will be followed. Masks Mandatory inside. 

Jul 10 11a-2p Watford Mike Harvey Foundation BBQ at Trinity Anglican Church 5331 
Nauvoo Rd. Donations collected will go to MHEART

Jul 10 2-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Jul 13 5-9p Petrolia Petrolia Night Market at 396 Fletcher (Behind te library). Mak-
ers, creators, food vendors, crafters and more! call 519-882-2350 
for more info. 

Jul 14 8a-1p Grand 
Bend

Grand Bend Farmers’ Market at the Lambton Heritage Museum 
Parking lot. Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols. 
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 15 4-8p Forest Forest Farmers’ Market at the corner of Jefferson and Main St. 
Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols.  
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 16 3-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Jul 17 7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Jul 17 2-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Jul 17 7:30pm Sarnia Laugh Outside with Mike Wilmot at Valley Axe. 1886 London Line 
for more info visit valleyzxe.com. $20 a ticket.

Jul 20 5-9p Petrolia Petrolia Night Market at 396 Fletcher (Behind te library). Mak-
ers, creators, food vendors, crafters and more! call 519-882-2350 
for more info. 

Jul 21 8a-1p Grand 
Bend

Grand Bend Farmers’ Market at the Lambton Heritage Museum 
Parking lot. Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols. 
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 22 4-8p Forest Forest Farmers’ Market at the corner of Jefferson and Main St. 
Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols.  
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 
23-24

Petrolia Petrolia Town-wide Garage Sales. Brought to you by the 
Volunteer Business Group & Town of Petrolia.

Jul 23 3-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Jul 24 7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Jul 24 8a-noon Petrolia Petrolia Lions E-Waste Drop Off at 100 Annie St. Pick up in the 
afternoon call 519-330-1621

Jul 24 8a-noon Petrolia Petrolia Lions Peameal on a Bun at 100 Annie St.
Jul 24 2-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks

please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting
Jul 27 5-9p Petrolia Petrolia Night Market at 396 Fletcher (Behind te library). Mak-

ers, creators, food vendors, crafters and more! call 519-882-2350 
for more info. 

Jul 28 8a-1p Grand 
Bend

Grand Bend Farmers’ Market at the Lambton Heritage Museum 
Parking lot. Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols. 
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 29 4-8p Forest Forest Farmers’ Market at the corner of Jefferson and Main St. 
Visit the new website for vendor & safety protocols.  
www.lambtonshoremarkets.com

Jul 30 2-6p Sarnia Kiwanis Club of Petrolia and Area Backyard BBQ Bundle. 
Accepting orders until Sat Jul 24. Dinner for two bundle includes 
blueberry hickory smoked back ribs, rosemary garlic roasted 
potatoes, artisan ceaser salas, vanilla caramel swirl fudge, 2 cans of 
endless summer citurs wheat beer. $65 per bundle. Pick up at 1173 
Michener Rd Unit 3, Sarnia

Jul 30 3-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Jul 31 7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Jul 31 2-8p Forest Forest Legion back patio open. Social distancing and masks
please. Horseshoe pits ready to go. Weather permitting

Aug 3 5-9p Petrolia Petrolia Night Market at 396 Fletcher (Behind te library). Mak-
ers, creators, food vendors, crafters and more! call 519-882-2350 
for more info. 
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Millions of people across 
Ontario have received their 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Health Canada-approved vaccines 
are conveniently available at hospitals, 
doctors’ offices, pharmacies and 
mass vaccination sites. And every dose 
brings us closer to what we’ve missed.

Book your appointment today at
ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call 1-888-999-6488 
for help in 300 languages.

Do your part.
Get your shot.

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario
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Alex Kurial/Local Journalism Initiative Photo

Saturday, July 3 was the grand opening of the 2021 Petrolia Farmers’ 
Market. There was live music on hand and the Lambton Central Petrolia 
Optimists were handing out free burgers and hot dogs throughout the 
morning.

FARMERS’ MARKET OPEN

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

St. Clair Township is taking pre-
liminary steps to address gypsy moth 
infestations.

Like many other municipalities 
in Lambton County the township is 
not immune to the ravenous insects. 
They’ve been responsible for the de-
foliation and destruction of many trees 
in southwestern Ontario.

Some towns have been spraying 
highly infested areas in an effort to 
ward off the moths. Lambton Shores 
took this approach earlier this year.

Now that residents in St. Clair have 
been reporting them, Director of 
Community Services Kendall Lindsay 
asked council to allow for surveying of 
the township to see where local spray-
ing might need to be carried out.

Lindsay says the survey is an im-
portant step to see just how bad the 
problem is. “They would look at the 
tree canopies that we have throughout 
the township and then choose where 
they’re going to look for them and then 
they would come back with popula-
tions and whether the thresholds were 
met,” he says of the process.

The scale of gypsy moth numbers can 
often be underestimated. 

“People that think they have a lot 
of gypsy moths, (usually) don’t. An 
actual severe infestation is very notice-
able,” says Lindsay, explaining that 

even if people think they have a lot of 
moths their area might not necessarily 
be sprayed.

BioForest Technologies was the 
recommended company to carry out 
the survey. Costs were estimated at 
between $10,000-20,000 for the survey 
and $1,000 per hectare of land eventu-
ally sprayed. The pesticide most likely 
to be used would be Dipel. 

Lindsay says other municipalities 
have had success with the spraying, 
but they’d have to decide how to move 
ahead in areas with heavy moth con-
centrations.

“One municipality I talked to was 
spraying private land because they 
were trying to protect their city tree 
canopy,” he says. “And then others 
were just spraying township property. 
That’s the other part of the equation if 
we go down this road, are we going to 
just spray municipal property or are we 
going to try to protect the trees.”

Deputy Mayor Steve Miller was wary 
of spraying on private property while 
Mayor Steve Arnold wanted more 
information on possible fallout. 

“Sometimes the cure is worse than 
the cause,” says Arnold. “We could 
have lawsuits or people being sick 
because of what we spray, even on our 
own property.”

The survey was originally budgeted 
for 2022 but council approved money 
from the Education and Environment 
fund to move it up to this year. 

Gypsy moth survey to 
take place in St. Clair

OPP busy with drunk drivers
Eight people are facing impaired 

driving charges.
Lambton OPP laid the charges over 

the course of just one week in St. Clair, 
Brooke-Alvinston, Lambton Shores, 
Grand Bend, Sarnia and Plympton-
Wyoming. In all cases, vehicles were 
seen driving erratically before the 

driver was pulled over.
The accused have all been released 

and are scheduled to appear before the 
Ontario Court of Justice.

If you see a driver you suspect may 
be impaired by alcohol or drugs, 
contact the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or 
*OPP (677) on your mobile phone.
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