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Friends and family of the late Lori Neville hopped on their bikes and headed down the 
reece’s Corners to wyoming trail. Neville was hit by a car while cycling near petrolia to 
raise money for children’s cancer research a year ago. the Nevilles organized a ride in 
her memory last year and family and friends gathered at the Lambton County building 
and rode the trail Sunday.

A ride to remember

Cautious back to school plans
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism initiative

Students in Central Lambton won’t be 
having assemblies or eating in the cafeteria 
when they return to class in September.

Those are just a couple of examples of 
how the Lambton-Kent District School 
Board and the St. Clair Catholic District 
School Board are getting ready for the new 
school year with a bit more caution than 
recommended by the province.

Earlier this month the Ontario 
government put out their guidelines 
for a return to class. Students will wear 
masks and the province is investing in 
HEPA filters for classrooms to improve 
ventilation. Sports and music are also 
allowed with safety conditions. 

But the Lambton Kent public board and 
St. Clair Catholic board aren’t quite ready 
to adopt all the recommended provincial 
measures.

“There are a few things that are permitted 
that we are just not quite ready to embrace 
yet,” says Lambton-Kent Director of 
Education John Howitt. The public board 
put out its own back-to-school guidelines.

“An example of that is assemblies. We 
think we just need to gather a little bit 

more data and let the school year get 
started before we go in that direction,” says 
Howitt. 

The plan says all cafeterias will be closed 
to start the year but Howitt says there’s 
some wiggle room there.

“We have some really small schools 
where cafeterias may make sense to be 
used following the guidance of eating 
in cohorts and maintaining two metres 
minimum distance between cohorts. But we 
also have some context in schools where it 
may still be appropriate for students to eat 
in the classrooms.”

For schools where the cafeteria is closed, 
elementary students must bring their 
own food and eat it with their own class, 
without sharing. 

High schoolers also need to bring their 
own food but are allowed to leave school 
to go buy lunch. There also won’t be any 
working vending machines.

All students are allowed to go home for 
lunch and there will be food at school if 
they forget to bring some. All ages must 
also bring a refillable water bottle because 
fountains will be closed. 
The St. Clair Catholic board’s plan, 
expected next week, will be different.

SEE BACK TO SCHOOL PG 2

Lambton kids lag behind
Heather Wright
the independent

With two weeks to go before students 
head back to school, 52 per cent of Lamb-
ton students are fully immunized against 
COVID-19.

Lambton Public Health officials say 66 
per cent of students have had one dose, 
which provides some protection against the 
Delta variant.

But that lags behind the rest of the prov-
ince, where 76 per cent have had one dose 
and 60 per cent of teens between 12 and 
17 have already had two doses. In nearby 
London-Middlesex, 78 per cent of teens are 
vaxed to the max. And in Chatham-Kent - 
where public health officials have voiced 
concern about low vaccination rates, just 
45 per cent of students have been double 
vaccinated.

Kevin Churchill, manager of family 
health at LPH, started calling on families 

to have students vaccinated in late July so 
they would be fully protected and perhaps 
stave off school closures which plagued the 
province in the last two pandemic school 
years.

Churchill says Lambton’s student vac-
cination rate is “not bad, but we certainly 
could do better - we need to do better to 
provide a better level of protection for 
people going back to school.”

Churchill says it is widely accepted that 
less than 10 per cent of people will refuse 
a vaccine. Lambton may be lagging behind 
provincial vaccination rates because fam-
ilies are still on vacation and not thinking 
about school yet.

“Parents may be more comfortable with 
getting the vaccine going to the doctor” 
to ask questions about the vaccine, says 
Churchill. Public health is working to have 
vaccines delivered by family doctors by 
September.

SEE VACCINE PG 2
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Update on Lakeshore Road  
Reconstruction
Motorists and cyclists are reminded 
that Lakeshore Road (County Road 7) 
is closed for reconstruction between 
Modeland Rd and Telfer Rd. Please use 
the posted detour route and drive safely. 
Construction is progressing well - the 
contractor remains on schedule and the 
project is expected to be completed in mid-
September, weather permitting. Project 
staff would like to thank all residents for 
their continued patience and cooperation 
throughout the duration of this project. 
Visit lambtononline.ca/construction for 
updates, and Municipal511.ca for current 
road closure information.

HHW Collection Events
Household Hazardous Waste Day events 
will be held at Clean Harbours Canada, 
4090 Telfer Road, St. Clair Township 
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
September 25 and October 30.
Corrosive, toxic, reactive and flammable 
materials will be collected. These items should 
never be placed in a regular landfill because 
they have the potential to injure sanitation 
workers and damage our environment.
For more information call 519-845-0801 or 
visit lambtononline.ca/hhw.

Office of the County Warden
519-845-0801 | 1-866-324-6912

www.lambtononline.ca

To read more, go to lambtononline.ca

Warden Kevin Marriott
@LambtonWarden

This Month In Lambton
August 2021

Lambton County 
Library Reopening All 
25 Locations
Lambton County Library will reopen all 25 
locations beginning September 7, 2021 
for curbside pickup service, scheduled 
appointments for computer use, wi-fi use, 
academic study and in-person browsing 
as capacity limits allow. 
As part of the library’s COVID-19 protocols, 
all visitors over the age of two must wear 
masks/face coverings, no food or drink 
is permitted, computer appointments are 
limited to 45 minutes once daily, patrons 
browsing are asked to spend no more 
than 45 minutes in the library, and capacity 
limits are in effect at all sites.    
Also starting September 7, Lambton County 
Library will be adjusting hours of operation 
to better align with community needs. 
Learn more at lclibrary.ca.

Looking Ahead
9:30 a.m., Sept. 1, 2021 - Council Meeting
9 a.m. & 11 a.m., Sept. 15, 2021 - 
Committee A.M. & Committee P.M.
Agendas, minutes and links to meeting 
live stream videos can be found at  
lambtononline.ca/meetings.

compliments of

RULES
• Everyone riding  

MUST wear a mask.
• Sit with your family group.
• No eating, smoking, drinking, 

vaping on bus or at pick up.
• Small fold up strollers 

allowed, no wagons.
• If you are feeling unwell,  

stay home.

For more info please call (519)882-2350 or visit www.town.petrolia.on.ca or find us on Facebook

BUS #1  
First Ave & Garden Cres (south end)

Hillcrest School (parking lot)
Liquor Store plaza (parking lot)

BUS #2  
Eureka St & Gables Ave
Ernest St & Eureka St

Ernest St & Earnest St (stop sign)
Ernest St & Applewood

Catherine St & Juniper St
Juniper & Sycamore St
Queen Elizabeth School  

(bus loading zone)

BUS #3  
Garfield St & Catherine
Applewood & Catherine
Applewood & Parkside

Parkside & Parkside
Garfield & Mulberry

FIREWORKS
SHUTTLE SERVICE

Free

Starting at 7:30pm
Friday, September 3 
(or rain date of Sunday, September 5) 

buses will run continuously until 8:45 p.m. 
and then will begin returning residents 
to their original bus stops immediately 

following the fireworks display.
 

Buses will be marked with signs: Bus 1, 2, or 3

CON’T FROM PG 1
“We’ve been working with the public 

board and our local medical officers of 
health to make sure that we’re pretty 
consistent in our applications,” he says. 

Johnson says assemblies and cafeterias 
will also be unlikely to start the year. And 
unlike the public school board, field trips 
will be off the table for a while.

While there will be more activity in 
the schools, many parents and medical 
associations are calling for mandatory 
vaccines for people who work in the 
province’s schools. The Delta variant of 
COVID-19 is spreading rapidly and, as 
US schools have learned, children are 
susceptible to it. Couple that with the fact 
there isn’t a vaccine available for kids under 
12 and schools could be vulnerable to the 
virus.

But, the provincial government isn’t 
mandating vaccination for staff. Instead 
it’s implemented a vaccination disclosure 
policy where staff must say if they have 
had a vaccine or have a medical exemption 
or taken a vaccine education course. Those 
who remain unvaccinated will have to take a 
rapid test at least once a week.

Some parents and medical groups say 
that’s short of what is needed for a safe 
return to the classroom. 

Howitt says as far as the public board is 
concerned, tighter restrictions are an issue 
for higher powers.

“I believe that’s a question not so much 
for us as employers as it is for the Ministry 
of Education, the Science Table, the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health and local health 
input. We will follow the guidance that we 
are provided,” he says. Johnson agrees.

The province’s top doctor seemed to 
disagree with that take. 

Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Keiran Moore, announced 
the vaccination disclosure policy, he said 
individual employers could do more if they 
wish.

As parents make plans for back-to-school, 
they won’t know if the teachers in their 
schools have been vaccinated. Results from 
the vaccination disclosure policy - which 
identifies how many teachers and staff at 
each school have been vaccinated - will be 
available to the public by Sept. 15. 

- THE INDEPENDENT

CON’T FROM PG 1
“We’re working on is setting up the phys-

ician’s offices to be able to get the vaccine 
in office. So somebody is more comfort-
able, that has a lot of questions there will be 
family doctors offering vaccine in Septem-
ber,” says Churchill.

Public health is also working on bringing 
the vaccines right to the school buildings. 
Plans are in the works for clinics in high 
schools and at Lambton College.

In the last week of July, Ontario averaged 
giving over 103,000 vaccines a day. This 
week, about 38,800 people are vaccinated 
daily.

Provincial officials recognize it is going to 
be tough to get the last 20 to 30 per cent of 
the people eligible fully vaccinated. Tues-
day, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr. 
Kerian Moore, said the province is asking 
health units to focus on mobile clinics and 
community pop-up clinics to get the needles 
into arms. The provincial vaccine call in 
centre has also been calling residents who 
have booked and missed their second dose 
to rebook the shot. 

About 110,000 people have signed up 
again that way.

“A key component of Ontario’s last mile 
strategy is bringing the vaccines directly to 
people, where they are located,” says Moore 
in a news release.

Churchill adds public health is hoping to 
make it as easy as possible for people to 
get a vaccine in the next couple of weeks 
even though vaccination rates have slowed 
significantly across the province. 

He expects to see vaccination numbers 
“creep up” as school draws closer and the 
number of cases of COVID-19 continue to 
rise in the fourth wave of the pandemic.

“It’s not too late and sooner is better,” he 
says.

“People need to think about what they 
enjoyed; returning to a lot of activities... 
since early July and August. If we want to 
continue to enjoy those things, certainly as 
we head into the fall into September having 
as many people as possible fully vaccinated 
is absolutely the key to maintaining those 
things that we enjoy and are so important 
for kids,” he says.

Vaccination clinics planned at schools

Back to school plans conservative in Lambton

The Independent

Dr. Christopher Greensmith is returning – 
at least temporarily.

Lambton’s former medical officer of 
health is returning to the role on an interim 
basis while the current MOH – Dr. Sudit 
Ranade – campaigns to become the MP for 
Lambton-Kent-Middlesex for the Liberal 
Party in the federal election.

Andrew Taylor, the general manager of 
Lambton’s Public Health Services division 
says Greensmith is a “well-respected local 
family physician” and “well-known to the 
community” after being the MOH for 22 
years.

Greensmith is also familiar with the local 
efforts to combat COVID-19, officials said. 
He’s been part of the county’s COVID-19 
Immunization Task Force and is on the 
Infection and Prevention Control Committee 
for Bluewater Health.

Warden Kevin Marriott says “it is 
important to have strong, continued public 
health leadership at this time” adding 
the county is “very fortunate” to have a 
“seasoned and fully qualified public health 
physician” take over.

Ranade’s leave of 
absence is until Sept. 
20 and comes as health 
officials across the 
province voice concern 
about a fall surge 
of COVID-19 cases 
fueled by the Delta 
variant.

Lambton is slightly 
behind the rest of 
the province with 
vaccination rates. In 
Ontario 75 per cent of 
people over 12 are fully vaccinated with 71 
per cent of Lambton residents getting two 
doses. 

Lambton falls far behind in the race to 
vaccinate school aged children before 
heading back to class. Across the province 
60 per cent of youth to the age of 18 are 
fully vaccinated, in Lambton only 52 per 
cent are. 

Public health officials say they’re 
working with school boards to hold special 
vaccination clinics for school age children 
in Lambton, however where and when that 
will happen has not yet been released.

Greensmith now acting Lambton MOH

Dr. Christopher
Greensmith
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Food donations can be left at: Heidi’s YiG - Petrolia; Wyoming Foodland & Corunna noFrills or dropped off to

4156 PETROLIA LINE, UNIT 1 (REAR) • 519-882-3950 • MONDAY 9-11:30 AM & 4TH WEDNESDAY 6-7:45 PM

Your Generosity & Support  Are Greatly Appreciated.

Other ways 
to help
out...
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We can not use opened
or expired foods

please
remember
to
please
remember
to the expiry

 dates

Please note
at this time we have an abundance of and are

NOT IN NEED OF
the following items:

Any Pasta Sauce, Dry Pasta Noodles,
Small Soups, Brown Beans, Cereal, Tuna,

Toilet Paper, Kleenex or Feminine Products 

MIXED 
CANNED 
MEATS
*NO TUNA 
please

PW development charges to climb 14 per cent
Heather Wright
The Independent

Development charges for builders are go-
ing up in Plympton-Wyoming.

But it also means there will be better 
roads, parks and sidewalks.

Municipalities across Ontario are able to 
levy development charges according to Lisa 
Courtney, of B.M. Ross and Associates, who 
is helping Plympton-Wyoming create its de-
velopment charges bylaw which will govern 
the next five years.

“Development charges are a tool that’s 
available to municipalities to recover capital 
costs that are associated with either put-
ting in infrastructure or services that benefit 
future growth,” Courtney told council 
Tuesday. “The idea of development charges 
is that growth pays for its share so that your 
existing taxpayers aren’t paying for the 
cost of extending sewers, adding on to your 
treatment plants.”

First, municipalities put together a list of 
capital projects which will benefit not just 
current taxpayers but those who will be 
building and living in the town in the future. 
Plympton-Wyoming’s list includes every-
thing from rebuilding roads for more traffic, 
improving washrooms at local parks, putting 
in play and sports equipment in areas of 
high growth, like Blue Point and Sunset 
Park, or buy a new plow to keep new streets 
clean.

The municipality then assigns a fee to 
those services and creates the charges.

Right now, someone building a new single 
family home or a semi would pay $9,127 in 
development charges. That money would be 
put away in specific accounts and then used 
when the projects began.

New builds with multiple units pay $8,885 
per unit now and new apartment buildings 
now pay $6,663 per unit.

But Courtney says the fees will be higher 
between 2021 and 2026 because the town 
has identified more projects which can be 
supported with development charges.

Starting in late September, when the cur-
rent development charges bylaw expires, 
developers will pay $10,393 for single 
family and semi detached homes. That’s 14 
per cent increase or about $1,260 per home.

The fees were going to be even higher 
in Wyoming with a separate stormwater 
charge, which would have tacked another 
$1,533.

But Adam Sobanski, director of public 
works, asked council to drop the fee. He 
told council right now, any storm water 
management issues are dealt with through 
the Drainage Act in Wyoming.

If the developer would pay the develop-
ment charge and pass it along to the home 
buyer, the homebuyer may feel he’s payed 
twice if work has to be done through the 
Drainage Act.

“In theory, they could pay it again through 
the Drainage Act for the expansion of that 
service.”

Sobanski says that could be confusing for 
ratepayers.

During the Tuesday night discussion, 
Councillor Tim Wilkins asked if council 
could eliminate development charges if 
it wanted to encourage a certain type of 
housing, like seniors apartments. Courtney 
says that could be done, but the municipal-
ity would have to pick up the development 
charges by charging more taxes.

While the 14 per cent proposed increase 
seems large, Courtney says the cost of the 
charges only amounts to three per cent of 
the cost on a $350,000 home.

And she says other municipalities, with 
more infrastructure needs, charge far more. 
Development charges for single family 
homes in Sarnia are upwards of $30,000.

While home developers will pay more, 
non-residential builders will pay less. 
Courtney looked at the actual number of 
non-residential buildings which were being 
erected and determined a flat rate of about 
$1,500 for buildings over 10,000 square feet 
would be fair. That same building would 
pay $2,000 today.

The development charges bylaw will 
be written, with the changes approved by 
council, and will come back for discussion 
in early September.

Mayor Lonny Napper says council will 
have to make a decision on it at that meet-
ing since the current development charges 
bylaw expires at the end of September.

If that would happen, there would be a 
period where no charges would be levied.

P-town spends $150K for engineering
Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia wants to have some projects 
‘shovel ready’ in case there is any more 
infrastructure grants offered by the federal 
and provincial governments.

Director of Operations, Mike Thompson, 
suggested in a report to council that engin-
eers work out preliminary plans for a couple 
of areas in Petrolia, in case new grant op-
portunities arise.

Often the timelines to apply and complete 
the work is short, so having plans at the 
ready helps speed the work along, he says.

“Valentina and Third, Derby, Kentail, 
Mutual and Holland Street require full re-
construction, which will include new water, 
storm, sanitary along with gutter, curb and 
asphalt,” says Thompson.

“With the recent increase to development 
in this area, these projects have been moved 
up in our capital plan, to best accommodate 
the incoming subdivision needs, as well as 
remedy the areas identified in the Master 
Drainage Plan,” he added in the report. 

Normally, if development occurs and up-
grades are needed, developers foot the bill 
for some or all of the work. For example, 

the proposed subdivisions around Kingswell 
Glen Golf Course are working together on 
a storm water management plan which they 
will pay to build.

Chief Administrative Officer and Treas-
urer, Rick Charlebois, says even though the 
need for the streets to be rebuilt, according 
to Thompson, was because of increased 
development, the developers will not be 
footing this bill.

Gold Leaf Developments paid to build a 
private road connecting Valentina, however 
Charlebois says town’s road is from Petrolia 
Line to “where the private road starts and is 
the town’s asset and responsibility.”

The mayor and councillors were happy 
have MIG Engineering prepare the docu-
ments at a cost of $150,058 in anticipation 
of more federal and provincial cash.

“I think it’s good that we’re proactive, get-
ting ready for opportunities and having this 
stuff done ahead of time,” says Councillor 
Joel Field.

“It’s really important to have everything 
ready to go, so if there is an announcement 
or grants available, we can start construction 
very quickly, rather than having to wait an-
other six months or a year to do the engin-
eering,” added Mayor Brad Loosley.
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

Petrolia Heritage PHoto

one of the oldest sport photos on the Petrolia Heritage website depicts 1898 ontario amatuer Champions from 
Petrolia. While much of the writing is difficult to read, it appears the coach of the team was J.a. Harvey.

Worries for the third 
pandemic school year

We fear this will be another year of disappointment 
for Ontario school children.

We’re heading into the third pandemic school year 
and it seems we are once again not prepared to deal 
with the virus which has dashed the dreams of prov-
incial championship games, graduations, band trips 
and practices and just the every day joy of being with 
friends in the classroom and during break.

The fourth wave of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
already upon us, so scientist say. And the best defense 
against it is vaccination. The problem is elementary 
school children in particular will walk into classrooms 
without this basic protection because a vaccine has yet 
been approved for their use.

So, logic would dictate that adults in the classroom 
would do their very best to protect those kids, as would 
their parents, by being vaccinated.

Ontario released what it calls a vaccination mandate 
for schools, which basically amounts to schools staff 
revealing if they are or are not vaccinated. If they’re 
not, they’ll be tested for COVID-19 - at first just once 
a week.

How is that good enough when we already know the 
Delta virus fueling the fourth wave moves quickly and 
spreads to more people.

Without an actual mandate for vaccine in Ontario 
schools, the writing is on the wall. Schools will have 
outbreaks and it may be a lot worse. Consider the fact 
some scientist say 80 per cent of those who are un-
vaccinated would become ill from Delta - that’s a lot 
of little kids in the path of a deadly illness. And, unlike 
before, Delta is making a lot of small kids sick.

Couple all that with the fact Lambton is way behind 
on school vaccinations with just over 50 per cent of 
students vaxed to the max and it is the perfect storm.

Since the province refuses to mandate vaccines, the 
local school boards have to step up - perhaps forcing 
unvaccinated workers to provide daily tests. That cost 
should be borne by the province. Of course the best 
hope we have is by Sept. 7 parents will have their kids 
vaccinated. There’s still time but the clock is ticking.

Editorial
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PUBLIC NOTICE

WATFORD CEMETERY
ANNUAL DECORATION 

DAY SERVICE
5606 Nauvoo Rd.

Sunday, August 29, 2021 at 2:30pm
EVERYONE IS CORDIALLY INVITED

(Bring your lawn chairs)
In case of rain the service will be held at the

Watford United Church - 555 Ontario Street, Watford
The service will be conducted following all COVID protocols 

and families are asked to practice physical distancing.
Masks are encouraged when physical distancing 

is not possible.
Your donations are important to keep our 

cemeteries looking great.
Cheques can be made out to the

Warwick Township Cemetery Board and sent to the 
Warwick Township Office

6332 Nauvoo Road, Watford ON N0M 2S0
Income Tax Exemption Receipts will be issued for 

$25.00 or more.

•  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

Hungry?
Support the Mike Harvey Foundation 

End of Summer BBQ on Broadway Street in front 
of Bobbi’s Diner in Wyoming Saturday 11 am to 2 pm 

for the Food bank

New Warwick subdivision to have affordable options
Heather Wright
The Independent

Warwick Mayor Jackie Rombouts is 
happy to see a new 40 home develop-
ment in the planning stages will have 
some affordable homes.

The township council got a look at 
what Castel Homes is planning on the 
north side of Confederation Line.

The subdivision will have 34 lots for 
single family homes and six lots with 
semi-detached homes. Some of the 
single family homes will have only 
two bedrooms, making them more af-
fordable than many new builds.

Housing prices across the country 
have soared during the pandemic. In 
Sarnia-Lambton, the average sale price 
of a home was $487,000 in July com-
pared to $398,000 in July 2020.

During a planning meeting Mon-
day night, Rombouts told developer 
Frank Callipari, she’s happy to see 
some smaller homes and semi’s in the 

development.
“I really liked the setup of this and 

like that there is some really afford-
able options for people because I think 
that in Lambton County particularly 
that we need affordable housing. And 
there’s a lot of young people who 
would love to buy a house, but just 
can’t afford it at that higher price 
point. So I appreciate that you have 
taken that into consideration in this 
plan,” says Rombouts.

Callipari says the hope to keep the 
cost of the homes down with smaller 
lots and buildings and perhaps build 
larger homes in the next phases of the 
project.

“We’re looking at what they were 
doing in Wyoming, which is a stone’s 
throw away, and they had great success 
out there. 

“I see what we’re doing in Mt. 
Brydges with the same size lots - great 
success. London is quickly turning 
to smaller lots, again, for keeping the 

price points down and jamming in 
more houses into sites,” he says.

“I think that light size is providing us 
with more affordable housing for the 
majority of the purchases out there. We 
do have options along the (storm water 
management) pond (in the subdiv-
ision)too that are a little bit larger. So, 
people want a little bit larger home or 
just a little bit more space, do you have 
that option as well.”

There were few objections from the 
public with only one citizen attending 
the virtual public meeting. 

She was concerned about the extra 
traffic which might be generated by the 
40 new homes.

Planners say traffic studies say at this 
time, there will not be a major impact 
on traffic from the study.

Lambton County planners will 
review the comments from Monday’s 
meeting and return to council for ap-
proval of the draft plan of subdivision 
in the future.

PW council needs more time to consider farm severances
Heather Wright
The Independent

Plympton-Wyoming councillors are 
not quite ready to pass the new official 
plan.

Last July, the town worked with 
Warwick Township and the Village of 
Point Edward to hire NPR Planners 
and Associates. All the municipalities 
needed their official plans updated and 
all had similar issues.

The consultants came back to each 
municipality with separate plans for 
each. But there were some things in 
common including tighter controls 
over any new cannabis operations and 
AirBnBs.

Both Warwick and Plympton also 
wanted to deal with the issue of farm 
severances. Generally, they haven’t 
been permitted. But Planner Mary Lou 
Tanner suggest instead of farmers get-
ting approval to sever lots, the muni-
cipality deals with the zoning issues 
first. If council feels a home could be 
severed, the zoning would be changed 
first. Then it would be up to farmers to 

ask for the severance.
Tanner adds the only time a home 

should be severed from a farm prop-
erty is when it is consolidating.

But Councillor Tim Wilkins said 
Monday farmers in Plympton-Wyo-
ming have voiced concerns about the 
plan. He says during a public meeting 
in Camlachie farmers stood to oppose 
the idea.

“This is truly an agricultural com-
munity and at that particular time 
surplus farm dwellings were not sup-
ported...And I just, I don’t understand 
what’s changed from then to now. 
We’re still agricultural community.”

Wilkins suggested to council he 
could get 250 to sign a petition against 
the move if council wanted proof of 
opposition.

Councillor Mike Vasey says he’s 
heard nothing but positive comments 
surrounding the idea of allowing some 
farm severances.

But Councillor Bob Woolvett was 
concerned the issue of farm sever-
ance had not had enough consultation 
with the farm community particularly 

because of the restrictions around gath-
ering during the pandemic.

Tanner believes they have.
“There are very few individuals that 

oppose surplus farm dwelling sever-
ances. I would say that even as late as 
this morning, I was dealing with in-
quiries about it. And, you know, what 
I would say to you is not everybody is 
happy with the process that we’ve laid 
out. But I think it’s the right thing for 
the community because it puts the de-
cision making squarely with council,” 
she told Woolvett.

 “It’s not something that you get 
automatically. There are requirements 
for rezoning and requirements for 
consent. So there’s still public engage-
ment on the specifics and there’s still a 
role for council in the process to make 
decisions if it’s the right thing for that 
particular farm in that part of the com-
munity.” 

But the issue still worried council-
lors and they have put approval of the 
official plan off until council can meet 
and fully understand the implications 
of the plan.

Late night noise at PW wedding venue keeps everyone up
The noise from a local wedding 

venue is keeping it’s neighbours 
up. And that’s keeping members of 
Plympton-Wyoming council awake 
as well. And it’s not sitting well with 
Councillor Tim Wilkins.

In 2020, council approved the use of 
the former Bonnie Doon Golf Course 
as a wedding venue. A neighbour 
objected saying the land was zoned 
for a golf course. Town staff worked 

with Ferguson Estates to make sure a 
driving range was part of the plan so 
the zoning wouldn’t have to change.

But there were some restrictions 
placed on the property to keep the 
noise of late night parties down on 
Egremont Road. Over the weekend, 
councillors were called in the 
middle of the night by a neighbour 
complaining of loud music keeping her 
up contrary to the rules the owner of 

the venue agreed to. That raised the ire 
of Wilkins, who worried his kids might 
have had an accident. “I think there 
needs to be a letter... that no counselor 
needs to have a phone call at midnight. 
And that’s just unacceptable. The 
constituent should be very glad that 
actually didn’t answer the phone.”

The mayor said that sort of thing 
comes with the job. Town staff will be 
speaking with the venue manager.
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HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Valerie Sipkens of Brims and Bonnets explains the fit of one of her 
creations to a customer at the Petrolia Tuesday night market. Vendors 
say the markets have been well attended however Tuesdays hot weather 
seemed to have dampened shoppers enthusiasm.

MAKING THE SUMMER SALEGreen candidate looks for fuel balance
Heather Wright
The Independent

The candidate for the Green Party in Sarnia-
Lambton says there needs to be a better balance 
between oil and gas and renewable fuel sources.

Stefanie Bunko has been named the Green Party 
candidate in Sarnia-Lambton. The alternative 
energy engineering technologist works in 
renewable energy projects for the oil and gas 
industry.

“I do understand there is a need or requirement 
for conventional energy … you can’t just cut it 
off right away. But at the end of the day, we do 
need to kind of level it out. No one can deny 
there’s pros and cons for both sides but if, as the 
saying goes, too much of anything is going to be 
hurtful or harmful, we need to learn to balance 
it in order to actually be beneficial for both the 
community and the environment.”

Bunko says the Green Party platform reflects 

that view. “I do see the Green Party’s stance on 
the position and I am for, getting more towards 
the zero emission. Now, zero emission doesn’t 
necessarily have to be completely cutting off 
everything, you can achieve that by putting in 
more carbon sinks … if there’s a way to capture 
it and refocus it, so it’s not released, then it’s 
technically zero emission.”

Bunko is in the running for the seat against 
incumbent Conservative Marilyn Gladu, Lois 
Nantis of the Liberals, United Church Minister 
Adam Kilner and People’s Party of Canada 
candidate Brian Everaert.

The Christian Heritage Party of Canada is 
also running a candidate in Sarnia-Lambton. 
Tom Laird has been acclaimed as the party’s 
representative. He ran in the last federal 
election for the CHP and says the party is one of 
“integrity.” The personal support worker is one of 
23 CHP candidates across the country. 

The election is Sept. 20.

St. Clair investigating gypsy moth damage
The Independent

St. Clair Township wants to see how much dam-
age gypsy moths are doing in the community.

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry observed record-breaking areas of de-
foliation in southern Ontario with nearly 600,000 
hectares of trees stripped by this pest last year, 
beating the original record of 350,000 hectares in 
1991.

The pests have been just as big a problem this 
year. Mayor Steve Arnold says Bioforest has 
been contracted to look at municipal properties 
with trees to see how big the problem is. Some 
residents have reported issues, however the muni-
cipality can’t act on private property. 

The study will take place in January and will 
cost between $10,000 and $20,000. 

Spraying would take place in the spring if coun-
cil approves.
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Enjoy Friends | Enjoy Independence | Enjoy Life

423 Albany Street
Petrolia, ON

519-882-3157

Downtown Retirement Living
in a Quaint Victorian Town

Downtown Retirement Living
in a Quaint Victorian Town

Village

Call to Book a Tour:Call to Book a Tour:

www.albanyretirementvillage.comwww.albanyretirementvillage.com

Retirement

At Lambton Audiology Associates, we believe that providing 
exceptional audiological care should be the rule, not the 
exception. That’s why we work extra hard to provide the highest 
level of patient care and customer support in our community. 
After all, We’re here to help YOU hear better! ®

CALL US TODAY TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

• Hearing assessments for all ages
• Hearing aid batteries 

and accessories
• Assistive listening devices
• Tinnitus treatment program
• Hearing help classes

• Home visits
• Convenient Saturday appointments
• Caring for Sarnia-

Lambton since 1988
• Balance Assessment 

and Rehabilitation

OUR SERVICES

SARNIA
 519-542-0569

 102-1433 London Rd. 
Sarnia, ON

PETROLIA
226-738-0401

 4-4119 Petrolia Line 
Petrolia, ON

HAVE YOU  
HEARD?

www.lambtonaudiology.comwww.lambtonaudiology.com

Vaccination concerns keep Warwick meetings online
Heather Wright
The Independent

Warwick Township council isn’t 
ready to return to in person meetings 
just yet.

Councillor Wayne Morris during 
the township’s July meeting while 
discussing what technology should 
be purchased to continue streaming 
council meetings, suggested he would 
like to return to in person council 
meetings. But Councillor Todd White, 
who owns Brookeside Retirement 
Home, isn’t on the same page. 

“With my business, I would like 
to ensure everybody I’m with is 
vaccinated,” he said. 

Seniors are the most vulnerable to 
COVID-19 and during the pandemic 
thousands living in care in Ontario 
died of the virus before the vaccine 
was available.

White wants to continue attending 
meetings virtually and would be 
comfortable doing that while other 
council members met in person. “I 
may still come with YouTube unless 
we have vaccination certificates for 
everyone who is there.”

Mayor Jackie Rombouts says the new 
council chambers, expected to be ready 
early next year, would allow that. 
Right now, Warwick would need more 
technology to continue to live stream. 
The technology which would allow 
some councillors to meet in person and 
others to join the meeting remotely 
would cost about $20,000 instead of 
the $2,000 in equipment to allow in 
person meetings to be live streamed. 

Deputy Mayor Jerry Westgate 

suggested it might not be needed; “Is 
everybody double vaccinated right 
now?” he asked.

“I don’t think that’s appropriate to 
ask,” interjected Rombouts.

“We’re not through this COVID 
thing yet,” says White. “If we go back, 
I think we have to have some fairly 
clear and strict polices on what our 
expectations are of everyone, including 
ourselves around the table, or I won’t 
be there.”

Warwick’s CAO said any municipal 
business would follow provincial 
protocols including limits to capacity 
of a meeting, using masks, filling out 
a screening questionnaire and using 
hand sanitizer.

Rombouts agreed with White that 
COVID is still a problem; “There is 
evidence saying even people who are 
double vaccinated are still contracting 
COVID and still passing it on; so that’s 
not an assurance that we are 100 per 

cent out of the woods yet.”
“I just have to look out for my 

residents and my livelihood and I’m 
just not going to risk it for a council 
meeting – sorry,” said White.

“Personally, at this point, I think it 
is important to take into consideration 
everyone’s feelings,” said Rombouts. 
“I’m sure even Councillor White 
would like to meet in person, but we 
have to be respectful of everyone.”

“I would love to meet in person, but 
I don’t completely understand the risks 
of that either yet,” says White.

Council decided to continue meeting 
virtually until at least October and 
won’t spend the money on extra 
technology.

“I just think the investment is pretty 
high for six months of use, when we 
have technology we are using,” says 
Rombouts.

“I’m in no rush to spend $20,000 for 
no reason,” added Westgate.

PhoTo VIa YouTube

Warwick councillors, seen here during a July meeting, aren’t ready to return 
to in person meetings.

St. Clair Township looking at making more space for staff
Heather Wright
The Independent

St. Clair Township might expand it’s 
civic centre.

Council has given staff approval to 
look at some options because several 
employees have no place to do their 
work at the Emily St. complex.

In a report to council, CAO John 
Roddy says the building was con-
structed in 1990 for the Moore Town-
ship staff. Two people from Sombra 
Township moved in after amalgama-
tion.

Then, St. Clair took over 12 parks 
from the St. Clair Parkway Commis-
sion as it closed in 2006.

Roddy says St. Clair also added 
people to the public works staff after 
the province changed the requirements 
for water and wastewater treatment.

The extra employees led the township 

to hire a human resources coordinator 
to handle the staff and the health and 
safety requirements in the building.

“At the present time, we have no 
space available to accommodate our 
new HR Coordinator who is currently 
using the mayor’s office,” says Roddy 
in his report. 

An IT consultant who is in the office 
most of the week also doesn’t have a 
desk.

It’s estimated up to 60 people work at 
the Civic Centre.

Roddy says during the pandemic, it 
became clear that staff are not always 
able to be two meters apart to work.

Council has asked staff to explore the 
issue. Some of the options are expand-
ing the office. It already has the rough 
drawings for a 4,200 square foot addi-
tion that was contemplated when St. 
Clair was opening an OPP station in 
the community. Instead, the township 

purchased a former call centre which is 
now the emergency services building.

Mayor Steve Arnold says there is still 
space on the second floor of that build-
ing and staff are being asked to look at 
the possibilities of renovating that for 
office space. That report is likely to be 
discussed during the 2022 budget.

Meantime, Roddy is looking to make 
minor modifications for two staff 
spaces.

He also suggested the township 
might consider a portable building next 
to the building to provide the space 
needed.

enniskillen to display Indigenous land acknowledgement
The Independent

Enniskillen Township will take a step 
toward reconciliation with the Indigen-
ous people of the area.

Council has agreed to place a land 
acknowledgement in the entryway of 
the municipal building.

Clerk Duncan McTavish brought the 
idea to council after watching the de-
bate during a Lambton County council 
meeting in July.

“the county plans to basically provide 

a number of their facilities to public 
statements, which will be accessible 
visible to the public entering their 
facilities, acknowledging the ancestral 
lands, but I would suggest to you that 
that’s probably something that we 
should address within our own munici-
pality,” says McTavish.

The county’s land acknowledgement 
recognizes the traditional and treaty 
territories of Indigenous peoples who 
called Lambton County home before 
settlers arrived. Officials say it “pro-

vides for reflection upon and recogni-
tion of Indigenous lands, people and 
treaties and our past.”

At the county level, there has been 
discussion about whether the acknow-
ledgement should be read, either by 
politicians or staff, at the beginning of 
each meeting. 

However Enniskillen councillors 
agreed to have the same acknowledge-
ment now used by Lambton County to 
be displayed in the Enniskillen town-
ship building.
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JUNE 5 - OCT. 9 Saturday Mornings
7:30am-12noon
396 Fletcher St. | Petrolia

519-882-2350
Behind the Library

Munro Honey & Meadery

Hours: 
Monday – Friday: 9 – 5

Saturday: 10-3

honey • mead 
hive products • gift baskets

3115 River Street, Alvinston • 519-847-5333
munrohoney.com

Brennan
Custom Poultry ProCessing

GOVNT. ISP PLANT #522

Best Dressed
Poultry Around!

www.brennanpoultry.com
519-695-6412519-695-6412

John & Elaine Brennan

7109 Mosside Line • Florence, Ontario

We process poultry 
every Tuesday 

and Friday,
starting at 8 am

A family run
business for

over 75 years.
DELICIOUS FARM FRESH

GOAT CHEESE
569 Broadway St. | WYOMING
Open Tuesday, Friday & Saturday

519-845-1889
www.greatlakesgoatdairy.com

REID’S
FARM MARKET
REID’SREID’S
FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

WE ONLY SELL WHAT WE GROW!

5688 Oil Heritage Road
(Between Wyoming & Reeces Corners)

DENNIS & TERESA REID

Canning Tomatoes • Sweet Corn
Peaches • Peppers

Free Range Eggs 
Maple Syrup & so much more!!

519-845-0451

Campers
Stop Here
for Your

Firewood!

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8-7  • Closed Sundays
4622 London Line, Reeces Corners

www.zekveldgardenmarket.ca
519-845-3482

Ready Picked & U-Pick Fresh Produce
Freshly Picked Sweet Corn, Beets, 

New Potatos, Zucchini, Beans,
Pickling Cucumbers, Squash, 

Plums, Peaches, Pears, New Crop Apples
and Canning Tomatoes

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C). Place bread slices on a baking sheet. Bake 10 -12 
minutes or until lightly toasted. (This is the ONLY cooking you’ll do! Woohoo!)
Meanwhile, mix the goat cheese and honey together until relatively smooth.
If it’s a little crumbly, that’s ok. Spread the goat cheese mixture on the toasted bread.
Top with fruit.
Before serving, drizzle each crostini with honey.
Keep leftovers covered tightly in the refrigerator for a couple days.

Goat Cheese, Honey, 
& Fruit Crostini

Prep Time: 20 minutes  Cook Time: 10 minutes  
Total Time: 30 minutes  Yield: 24 crostini

Description
Crunchy toasted bread paired with a blend 
of honey and goat cheese is the perfect 
match for seasonal fresh fruit. Crunchy, 
tangy, and sweet. The honey is KEY to its 
flavor! Easiest appetizer ever.

Ingredients
1 French baguette (18 inches), cut into 3/4-inch slices
8 ounces creamy goat cheese
2 Tablespoons honey, plus more for drizzling
1 cup sliced fruit (strawberries, blackberries, peaches)

Remembering Tanner
Heather Wright
The Independent

Tanner Redick would have been 
in the middle of the action.

That’s what Jenny Redick says 
as she waited for her game at the 
two-pitch tournament she and a 
committee organized in her son’s 
name in Alvinston Friday night.

Tanner Redick, a firefighter in 
Alvinston and at Six Nations, 
died Dec. 13, 2019 when his 
truck collided with a combine on 
Petrolia Line. 

He was just 21.
It was a blow not just to his 

family – Jenny, his sister Sydney 
and dad, Shawn – but to the 
Brooke Fire Rescue family. They 
responded that day and it left a 
deep impact losing one of their 
own.

Redick started at the Alvinston 
station when he was just 16. He 
worked his way up the ranks and 
became a full fledged volunteer 
firefighter.

It was his passion, friends and 
family say. He went to school 
and earned his credentials and 
landed his first job as a full time 

firefighter at Six Nations. “He 
worked hard to get a post in a very 
competitive career,” says Dan 
Cumming – one of the members 
of the organizing committee. 
“They don’t usually give full time 
firefighter jobs to kids in their 
20s.”

But his career was cut short 
when the accident took his life 
less than a month after he started 
working.

Jenny started organizing the 
tournament in February 2020, just 
a couple of months after Tanner’s 
death at the suggestion of his 
friends. They are frequent visitors 
at Redick’s home. 

Redick agreed. They opened 
registration for the tournament and 
within 30 minutes there was a full 
slate of 30 teams ready to play – 
20 in the men’s division, 10 in the 
women’s.

But the plans had to be delayed 
when the world was stopped by 
COVID-19.

Redick says it probably wasn’t 
a bad thing. It gave them more 
time to figure out just what could 
be done to raise money for two 
of Tanner’s favourite causes – the 

Alvinston Firefighters Association 
and a group called I’ve Got Your 
Back 9-11 – which promotes 
mental health for first responders.

Jenny says her son was 
passionate about making sure 
people were both strong physically 
and mentally to do the work of a 
firefighter.

And the organization helped 
after Tanner’s death, holding a 
session for the first responders in 
Alvinston.

“It’s important for first 
responders to have a means to 
release what they have seen…they 
see some bad stuff sometimes, and 
it’s okay to talk about it.”

As her team warmed up on the 
diamond at the Brooke-Alvinston-
Inwood Community Centre, Jenny 
Redick couldn’t help but smile 
with excitement. 

And both she, and Tanner’s dad, 
Shawn knew if he was around, 
Tanner would be having a great 

time.
 “He would have been here. He 

would have been involved,” says 
Jenny. “He would have wanted to 
be MVP.”

“He would have been right in 
the middle of it,” added Shawn. 
“Tanner was a very sociable kid. 
He loved getting out with his 
buddies.”

“It’s a very positive day having 
this many friends together,” he 
added.

HEaTHEr WrIgHT PHOTO 

Jenny redick, dressed in her blue team T-shirt, stands with family and friends of her son, Tanner, during 
a moment of silence during the opening ceremonies of the Memorial Two Pitch Tournament.
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Sports
Former Petrolia Jet named head coach of Carolina Thunderbirds
The Independent

The Carolina Thunderbirds have 
hired Wyoming’s Garrett Rutledge 
as head coach and director of 
hockey operations. 

The one-time member of the 
Petrolia Jets is just the second 
head coach in franchise history.

“We’re excited to have Garrett 
on board. He brings a very high 
level of knowledge and work ethic 
to the position,” said General 
Manager Kelly Curl. 

“We are excited to see his 

transition from the OHL to the 
FPHL and look forward to his 
style of coaching.”

Rutledge comes to Carolina 
from the Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL)’s Saginaw Spirit, where he 
served as the video coach since 
2019. 

Prior to Saginaw, he began his 
OHL career as a scout and later 
an assistant coach with the Flint 
Firebirds.

“What I’ve learned over the 
years is we’re going to have fun 
when we come to the rink. If you 

look forward to coming to the rink 
and seeing the boys every day, it 
makes things a lot more enjoyable, 
and obviously you’re going to 
have success if you enjoy coming 
to play,” said Rutledge. 

“If guys don’t believe in you, 
they’re never going to ‘run 
through the wall’ for you.”

Rutledge has described himself 
as a coach who welcomes high-
pressure situations, as well as 
one his players tend to gravitate 
towards.

Rutledge is already looking 

forward to his arrival in Carolina 
and wanted to see what the 
atmosphere was like. 

“I can’t wait to actually get there 
and see the facility. 

“I actually watched two games 
on YouTube, I was very impressed 
with the quality, the fans going 
crazy, and the pace of play,” said 
the coach.

The T-Birds play in the Federal 
Prospects Hockey League, -that 
includes the Port Huron Prowlers.  
Carolina’s league opener is Oct. 29 
and will be in Port Huron Dec. 9. Garrett Rutledge

OHL requires vaccination for entry
The Independent

Spectators wanting to see the Sarnia Sting, 
London Knights or any other Ontario-based 
OHL team this season will have to be fully 
vaccinated to do so.

“This expanded policy will cover all 
spectators and other attendees at all OHL 
games, including games and practices,” said 
a statement from the league last week noting 
the new regulation takes effect at the start of 
the 2021-22 regular season on October 7. 

The statement says that those wanting to 
access any of the league’s 17 facilities in 
Ontario will need to provide proof of full 

vaccination against COVID-19 as well 
as following any other safety protocols 
implemented by individual teams.

“Children under 12 will be required to 
be accompanied and supervised by a fully 
vaccinated adult,” the statement said. 
“And will be required to follow all safety 
protocols.”

The Sting is scheduled to open the ’21-
22 regular season against the Spitfires in 
Windsor on Oct. 7 before hosting the Spits 
the following night at the Progressive Auto 
Sales Arena. 

London opens at home against the Owen 
Sound Attack on Oct. 8.

The Independent

Pat Verbeek has a new job. He’s been 
named the new general manager of the 
Grand Rapids Griffins of the American 
Hockey League. 

He will also retain his position of 
assistant general manager with the Wings.

The 57 year-old from Plympton-
Wyoming is beginning his ninth season 
with Detroit, following a lengthy front 
office stint with the Tampa Bay Lightning.

In his expanded role with the Griffins, 
Verbeek will be responsible for the day-
to-day operations of the team, including 
personnel decisions, contract negotiation 

and player movement. 
“The Griffins are a first-class 

organization and Grand Rapids is a 
fantastic market for hockey,” said 
Verbeek. 

“Both of those factors are critical in the 
successful development of prospects in 
the American Hockey League and the 
ability to help them get to the next level. 
I look forward to continuing the winning 
culture in Grand Rapids and providing 
our prospects every necessary resource 
to develop as professionals and become 
impactful players in the NHL.”

The Griffins have been affiliated with 
Detroit since 2002.

Verbeek has new job with Red Wings

Dolbear brothers win provincial title with Selects
Clay and Carter Dolbear were part of 

a championship run by the Owen Sound 
Selects at the OASA Under-23 provincial 
championships. 

The Selects defeated Tavistock, 11-1 in 
the final. Former Lambton College baseball 
standout, Brady Hogg, was also on the 
Selects’ roster.

Owen Sound opened the tournament 
with a win over the Alvinston Jr. Aces. 

The Selects and Aces will both play at the 
Rawlings Grand Slam of Softball event in 
Saskatoon from Sept. 2-5.

The Grand Slam replaces the Nationals 
that were cancelled by Softball Canada over 
COVID concerns.

At the Grand Slam tournament, Aces are in 
a division with the Saskatoon Diamondback 
and the Peguis First Nation squad from 
northern Manitoba.

Justin Grift had four hits and three RBI 
to lead the Wyoming Cattlebarons to a 9-5 
win over Port Lambton’s second team in 
Western Counties Senior baseball action.

The victory followed a 1-0 verdict over the 
Corunna Giants Aug. 18 on the road.

Jeremy Park was the winning pitcher. Joe 
Stock took the tough-luck loss. 

Both pitchers only surrendered three hits.

Mitch Robb knocked in the lone run of the 
contest.

Elsewhere last week, Paul Bezaire had 
three hits and a pair of RBI to lead Port 
Lambton over Petrolia, 4-2.

Steve Gray had two hits for the Raiders in 
a losing cause and Travis Moore had three 
hits including a homer to lead Corunna over 
Dresden, 10-3.

Cattlebarons win pair, Raiders lose to Pirates

Provincial high school championships to return 
The Ontario Federation of School Athletic 

Association’s Executive Council says all 
provincial high school championships and 
festivals will return for the 2021-22 season. 

The decision follows a mandate from the 
provincial government that allows for sports 
in schools beginning next month.

“We’re confident that OFSAA events 
will be offered in a safe manner for all 
participants and volunteers, and in keeping 
with that, we are currently finalizing 

protocols that will protect the safety of all 
involved,” said association president Nick 
Rowe in a prepared statement.

As of press time, the Lambton Kent 
association had yet to make a determination 
about the local season. 

Southwestern Ontario is scheduled to host 
a variety of provincial championships this 
season, including Boys A volleyball, Boys 
A/AA hockey, Girls A soccer, badminton, 
girls golf and West regional baseball.

The Mooretown Flags will begin training 
camp Aug. 29 at 7 pm, with the first of 
three 90-minute skates at the Moore Sports 
Complex. Camp continues Aug. 31 and 
Sept. 2 with skates at 7:30 pm. The Flags 
open their preseason schedule against 

Wallaceburg at home on Sat. Sept. 11. Flags 
GM John Baker confirms Mooretown will 
open its regular season on Oct. 2 verses the 
Petrolia Flyers.

Petrolia elected to invite specific players 
out to try out instead of hold training camps.

Flags, Flyers getting ready for the 2021-2022 season
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Classifieds

London Road West United Church
2092 London Line, Sarnia

(Corner of London Line & Telfer Sideroad)

40TH ANNUAL FALL FEAST
Roast Beef Dinner

Sat., Sept. 25 – 5-6:30 pm
PREORDERS ONLY BY SEPT. 19

CHEQUES MADE OUT TO “LRW UCW” or CORRECT MONEY IN AN ENVELOPE

INCLUDES:  
Roast Beef, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, 
squash, mixed 
vegetable, coleslaw, 
roll w/butter & apple 
pie dessert

TO ORDER CONTACT:
Susan Wilkins - 519-869-6281
Church Office - 519-542-2084

or email order to
lrwunitedchurch@gmail.com

Adults $18 • Children 5-12 $7

Curbside
pick up

- or -
F ree Delivery

Cash for GOLD SILVER Jewelry 
ALL COINS -  Fri September 24 
Lions Hall 457 Huggard St Petro-
lia  (Next to Petrolia Arena) 9am-
4pm PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE ALL Gold JEWELRY 
Any Gold (even teeth) Old coins 
Canada USA World War Med-
als Windup Watches  Covid 19 
Precautions in place. Dan Jones 
B.A.B.Ed.53 yrs Exp. House calls 
available-519-818-1805

Buying In Memory

Ralph H.D. Ferguson
Who passed away  
August 30, 2020. 

 
Sadly missed by his wife Dolores 
and their children Doug, David, 

Susan, and John and their 
families. 

 
 
 
 
 

FARMLAND - Do you want a farm-
er who wants and values your 
opinion on how to best farm your 
land ? One who will work with you 
to develop a crop plan, discuss 
when your farm is fit to plant and 
harvest to minimize compaction 
and maximise profit for the long 
term? Then call Shawn at Font 
Farms (519) 384-2855.

Wanted

From 
Shirley Mitchell

To all my sons & wives for putting on my Birthday Party. To all who came to my 
party, sent cards, gifts, and baked cakes. To Rosemarie and Nancy Selman for 
hosting my party at Albany Retirement Village. To everyone else who made my 
Birthday a day to remember.

Squire (n. Vokes)
Doris Jeanette

January 26, 1932 - July 31, 2021

Doris passed away on July 
31, 2021 at the Comox Valley 
Hospital in Courtenay BC. After 
graduating high school Doris 
entered nursing school in Sarnia, 
Ontario. Upon graduation from 
nursing in 1954 she took her first 
nursing job at Vancouver General 
Hospital as a surgical nurse. Once 
married Doris and Harry moved 
to the Comox Valley where they 
resided for the remainder of their 
lives. In their early married life 
they raised their children, Janet 
and Chris. Doris was a very proud 
grandmother of 3 exceptional 
grandkids. Predeceased by her 
loving husband Harry, her parents 
Joseph and Alma Vokes and her 
siblings Maurice, Ross, John, 
Ralph, Margaret, and Kathleen. 
Survived by her sister Marion 
Smith, and her children, Janet 
Squire, her son Chris Squire 
(Maureen) and her grandchildren, 
Meghan Squire (Will), Brodie 
Squire (Emma) and Kelsey Fisher. 
A private celebration of life was 
held on August 14th, 2021.

Obituary

SenIor WoMan looking for ac-
commodation in a house to share 
with senior woman in Petrolia or 
Sarnia. Non-smoking, no alcohol 
or drugs. Please call 519-882-
4406.

Wanted to rent

ADVERTISING POLICY - The 
publisher of this newspaper, The 
Independent of Petrolia and Cen-
tral Lambton, reserves the right to 
clarify or refuse any advertisement 
based on its sole discretion. The 
publisher reserves the right to re-
ject, discontinue or omit any adver-
tisement without notice or penalty 
to either party. Liability for errors 
or non-insertion is limited to the 
amount paid for the cost of space 
occupied by the error. Claims of er-
rors must be made prior to the next 
publication date.

notice

WANTED TO BUY - Adult bi-
cycles Women & Men. All sizes. 
Good to fair condition. All types 
of bikes wanted. Top prices 
payed.  ALSO GOOD USED 
BIKES FOR SALE. Please call 
519-882-2548 and ask for Dave. 

Wanted to Buy 

GRAHAM
Renelda A. (Druiett)

A resident of RR#2 Croton, 
passed away peacefully at 
Four Counties Health Services, 
Newbury on Sunday, August 
22, 2021 at the age of 93. Born in 
Dawn Twp., daughter of the late 
Edgar and Margaret (Anderson) 
Druiett. Renelda was a member 
of the Oakdale Women’s Institute 
for many years. Beloved wife of 
the late Arthur Graham (2001). 
Loving mother of Dorothy 
Graham and Elaine Graham both 
of RR#2 Croton, Betty Poland 
(Michael McDonald) of Watford, 
and Robert Graham (Pauline) of 
Petrolia. Loving grandma of Scot 
Poland (Miranda), Jason Bourdeau 
(Tracie), Kathy Bourdeau and 
great-grandchildren Abby, Sierra, 
Hailey, Sean, and Katie. Dear sister 
and sister-in-law of John Druiett 
(Late Jackie), George Druiett 
(Sandra).Also survived by several 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased 
by a sister Jean Wagner, a brother 
Norm Druiett, and sister-in-law 
Nellie Graham. A Private Family 
Service will be held at the 
John C. Badder Funeral Home, 
Thamesville. Interment Shetland 
Cemetery. If desired donations 
to the Oakdale Hall would be 
appreciated by the family.  Online 
condolences may be left at www.
badderfuneralhome.com   

Obituary

Death Notices
August 15 - August 22, 2021

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15

FOWLER, June
Age 82, of Petrolia (formerly Dawn Twp) 
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

PARKER, Rev. Canon Harvey
Age 98, of Strathroy  
Van Heck Funeral Home

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17

PRONG, Steven
Age 60 
Denning’s of Forest

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

HOLMES, Ida Grace
Age 95, of Dresden
Badder Funeral Home - Dresden

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

ROWSELL, Constance
Age 87, of Kettle Point
Denning’s of Forest

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21

MILLS, John “Jack”
Age 80, of Courtright
Knight Funeral Home

PHAIR, Marion Frances
Age 90, of Dawn Valley
Badder Funeral Home - Dresden

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

GRAHAM, Renelda A (Druiett)
Age 93, of RR2 Croton
John C Badder Funeral Home

apply now!

is looking for a organized, detail oriented, self-starter to 
join its small but mighty award-winning team.

The successful applicant will be responsible for creating ads 
generated by the sales associate, interact with the public in 

an office setting and by phone accepting ads, answering 
questions and accepting payments in a pleasant manner.

The new employee will be involved in billing and tracking 
sales of the newspaper and will report directly to the 

publisher.

Qualifications
Diploma or experience in graphic design

A working knowledge of the Adobe Suite including 
InDesign, Photoshop, and Mac products.
A knowledge of Quickbooks is also helpful 

Please provide a portfolio, either in a
Zip file by email or with a link
 
This job is available immediately. 

Interested candidates should send resume, samples, 
and a cover letter stating to:

Heather Wright – The Independent
4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON  N0N 1R0 

Tel: (226) 738-0728
E-mail:  news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

employment opportunity

Sales Associate
apply now!

Join
our

team wanted

is looking for a sales associate to join our small but mighty, 
award-winning team.

We’re looking for an ambitious, friendly person who is interested in 
building relationships with the business community, helping local 
businesses reach their full potential through the power of print and 

digital advertising.
The potential of sales is limited only by your ambition 

and imagination!
This position includes a base salary and commission 
and with the ability to work from home or the office.

Qualifications
Experience in sales, specifically print, is preferred 

but we'll train the right person.
Applicants must have a valid drivers licence and a vehicle

 to use on business 
Electronics, including phone and laptop, will be provided. 

Please include references with your resume 
and send along with a cover letter  to: Heather Wright

The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton
4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON  N0N 1R0 

Tel: (226) 738-0728
E-mail:  news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

HUNTER
In loving remembrance
            of Bernice
     who passed away,
      August 31, 1993.
The years go by so quickly
seasons come and go
Life goes on without you
But we still miss you so.

Remembered by Kay

In Memory

Coming event

Card of Thanks

I n  L o v i n g  M e m o r y  o f

Bernice Hunter
who passed away Aug. 31, 1993.

Fondly remembered by Dick Hunter & Family.

In our home she is 
fondly remembered.

Sweet memories 
cling to her name.

Those who loved her 
in life sincerely,

Still love her in death 
just the same.

This information is provided as a community service. 
For detailed information, please refer to the funeral home website listing.
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ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Business & Service Directory
Professional INCOME TAX SERVICES

519-882-2966

PRO-TAXPRO-TAX
3927 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON

Appointments **Drop-Offs** Contactless
MARK AND JOANNE JAMIESON

jam_ jo11@hotmail.com | www.protaxpetrolia.com

(Pro-Tax is a division of Teogotha Inc.)

3277 Walnut St.
ALVINSTON

This charming 3-bedroom Victorian Style home has 
high baseboards and original window trim. The interior 
was just updated and is ready for your family to move 
in. Spacious kitchen and dinning open concept with 
patio doors leading to an over-sized new deck. The open 
concept living room, family room is enormous. There is 
an ensuite 2-piece bath in the main �oor bedroom that 
can be used as an o�ce. The primary bedroom has been 
enlarged and includes a wall-to-wall closet. The 
primary bedroom is spacious and stunning. Recent vinyl 
�ooring throughout. New front porch, partially covered. 
An asphalt driveway, leads up to garage. The fenced 
rear yard is 258 ft deep, shade trees, room for a garden 
and children and pets to play. High speed unlimited 
�ner optic Internet is available.

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

$399,900 MLS: 40148925

$399,900

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In this time of Social distancing 
we invite you to join a virtual 

congregation and watch the Sunday 
morning worship at St. Andrew’s.

10am Service - Live

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

In Person Services 
taking place

Sunday’s at 9:30a.m.

Rev. Steven Longmoore
Church Office 519-845-3963

wyoming_united@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In Person Services 
now taking place
Sunday’s 10am

We will be closed for Summer Break 
August 1, 8 & 15 with no Sunday Service

Service will resume  
August 22 at 10am
Rev. Carey Wagner

Church Office: 519-882-1390
www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

IN PERSON CHURCH  
SERVICE

Sunday Mornings 10:30am

Pastor: Alex Craig
Church Office 519-882-2480

email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia 

We are closed due to 
Covid-19 at this time. 

Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee
Church Office 519-882-1430

christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

of eventsPLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Events are listed FREE for non-profit 
groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to 
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

Upcoming EvEnts
DATE START

TIME LOCATION EVENT CONTACT INFO

Aug 
26

6pm Petrolia Optimist Club of Lambton Central/ Petrolia Meat Draw at Crabby 
Joe’s Petrolia. 6 Rounds played. 

Aug 
26

6-8pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle @ Haywood’s Tap & Grill

Aug 
27-

Sept 3

Petrolia Optimist Club of Lambton Central/Petrolia Online Toonie Auc-
tion. Visit the auction Facebook page “Petrolia Optimist Online 
Toonie Auction” Proceeds will benefit the youth of our community.

Aug 
27

8:30pm Oil Springs Outdoor Family Movie Night at the Oil Springs Youth Centre. 
Free Admission bring your kids, lawn chairs, and blankets.

Aug 
27

Sunset Brigden Brigden Fair Drive in Movie Night at the Brigden Fair Ground. Cost 
is $10/vehicle. 

Aug 
28

3:30pm Alvinston Alvinston Legion Meat Raffle & Catch the Ace.

Aug 
28

7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Aug 
29

4:30-7p Wyoming Plympton-Wyoming Truck & Tractor Pull Drive-Thru Chicken 
Dinner at the Wyoming Fairgrounds. 3piece Broasted Chicken, 
Potato, coleslaw, beans, roll, dessert. Deadline to order is Aug 20. 
No walk-ins accepted. To order call 519-384-4098 or visit  
ttpdrivethru.weebly.com

Aug 
28

3:30-
5:30p

Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle. Entertainment on the patio.

Aug 
29

6:30pm Dresden Dresden Christian Concerts. Free concert by Derrick Drover at 
the Dresden Christian Concerts Stage (1233 North St) with a mes-
sage from Rev. Rob Elka.

Aug 
31

5-9pm Petrolia Petrolia Night Market at 396 Fletcher (Behind te library). Mak-
ers, creators, food vendors, crafters and more! call 519-882-2350 
for more info. 

Sept 2 6pm Petrolia Optimist Club of Lambton Central/ Petrolia Meat Draw at Crabby 
Joe’s Petrolia. 6 Rounds played. 

Sept 2 6-8pm Petrolia Petroli Lions Meat Raffle @ Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Sept 3 9pm Petrolia Canada Day Fireworks at the Greenwood Rec Centre
Sept 4 7:30-

noon
Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 

St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 
Sept 4 3:30-

5:30p
Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle. Entertainment on the patio.

Sept 4 6pm Petrolia Petrolia’s Barn Dance featuring Scott Manery and the Barnburners 
at the Petrolia Farmer’s Market Pavilion

Sept 4 7pm Alvinston Optimist Club of Alvinston & Districts Cornhole Tournament. 
$100 a team of 2 players. 3 games guaranteed.

Sept 5 6:30p Dresden Dresden Christian Concerts. Free concert by The Chapelaires 
at the Dresden Christian Concerts Stage (1233 North St) with a 
message from Rev. Andy Cornell.

Sept  9 6pm Petrolia Optimist Club of Lambton Central/ Petrolia Meat Draw at Crabby 
Joe’s Petrolia. 6 Rounds played. 

Sept 9 6-8pm Petrolia Petroli Lions Meat Raffle @ Haywood’s Tap & Grill
Sept 
10

8:30-
12noon

Petrolia Petrolia & Enniskillen Fall Fair are present the Rumble Fish at the 
fair grounds. 

Sept 
11

7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Sept 
11

4-6p Oil Springs Oil Springs Legion Meat Raffle. 

Sept 
11

3:30-
5:30p

Forest Forest Legion Meat Raffle. Entertainment on the patio.

Sept 
12-15

Wyoming Plympton-Wyoming Agricultural Society Virtual Pie & Bake Auc-
tion. All proceeds to CEE Hosptial. Online bidding online. To donate 
items contact Sandy Atkinson 519-845-0302. Register by Aug 9.

Sept 
16

6pm Petrolia Optimist Club of Lambton Central/ Petrolia Meat Draw at Crabby 
Joe’s Petrolia. 6 Rounds played. 

Sept 
18

7:30-
noon

Petrolia The Petrolia Farmers’ Market with local vender’s. 396 Fletcher 
St. Behind the Library. COVID-19 guidelines in place. 

Sept 
18

4-7p Petrolia LCDS & Petrolia Lions presents Beer & Wing Night at the Lions 
Hall. 10 wings plus veggies. tickets $15. For more info 519-882-
0933

Sept 
19

10:30a Petrolia Special Presentation “Fall Feasts of Israel” by Jews for Jesus. First 
Baptist, Petrolia

Sept
25

4-6p Oil Springs Oil Springs Legion Meat Raffle.

Sept 
25

1-5p Petrolia Reunion Open House, First Baptist, Petrolia

for all classi�ed ads is
Monday at 12 noon

for the paper that prints and 
distributes Wed-Thurs



12 – The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton  Thursday, August 26, 2021

Sudit Ranade - A Candidate who
Listens, Leads and Delivers
AsMedical Officer of Health for Lambton County, Dr. Ranade shifted
into crisis management mode when the COVID pandemic began.
He worked with schools and set up testing centres for students and
families. He became a regular radio guest, answering call-in questions
with humour and in-depth medical knowledge. With the arrival of
vaccines purchased by the federal government, Dr. Ranade called in
industry experts to build an effective and efficient system of vaccine
delivery on a mass scale. With a system that included rural, mobile
and pop-up clinics, Dr. Ranade and his team fully immunized 70%
of County residents in a few short months. That’s how he can work
for you if he’s elected. He will bring ideas, resources and prosperity to
our region by working with every sector, institution and community
for results. Want more info? Want to help? Contact the campaign at
ranadecampaign@gmail.com.

PAID POLITICALADVERTISEMENT

Authorized by the Official Agent for Sudit Ranade

Death threats against man with rake were ‘self defense’ drunk driver says
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

A Sarnia man says death threats 
hurled at his neighbours “weren’t 
serious”.

Jacob Currie, 38, appeared in 
court expected to plead guilty 
to several charges from an 
incident earlier this year. But his 
appearance didn’t go quite as 
planned.

Currie readily admitted he drove 
drunk the afternoon of Jan. 15. But 
he argued subsequent comments to 
his neighbours were taken out of 
context and perhaps even qualified 
as self-defence.

Currie’s saga began shortly 

after noon at the Shoppers Drug 
Mart on Indian Road. He became 
enraged with staff following a mix 
up over a package delivery. Currie 
continued berating them as he 
stormed out of the store.

Workers followed him outside 
and saw him driving out of the 
parking lot. He narrowly missed 
several vehicles before screeching 
into the opposite lane of traffic and 
tearing away.

Currie arrived at his Front 
Street home where his poor 
driving caught the attention of a 
neighbour. 

Crown Attorney Suzanne LaSha 
says Currie began yelling death 
threats at the man. When a female 

neighbour heard the commotion 
and said she called police, Currie 
said he’d “kill her as well.”

The accused disputed this. “I 
was yelling but I wasn’t yelling at 
anyone in particular. I just actually 
got off the phone with someone I 
knew personally and they really 
riled me up,” says Currie.

“They weren’t serious,” he says 
of the threats.

Currie went on to say his 
neighbour was coming at him with 
a rake and any comments were 
meant to ward him off. Currie 
says he didn’t threaten his female 
neighbour.

Justice Krista Leszczynski said  
there’s too much discrepancy 

in the stories and it’s possible 
Currie was indeed trying to 
protect himself from an aggressive 
neighbour.

The justice says the death threat 
charges would be heard at a later 
date.

What wasn’t in dispute was the 
extent of Currie’s impairment that 
afternoon. After Sarnia Police 
arrived and arrested Currie he 
registered a blood alcohol reading 
of 230.

“I wasn’t drinking that day… 
I was drinking excessively the 
night before and didn’t have 
much sleep,” explained Currie 
of his nearly triple the legal limit 
reading. He also says he didn’t 

think his driving was really that 
bad.

“I was just in a bad state… I’ve 
never had any accidents, I don’t 
like drinking and driving at all.”

LaSha asked for an elevated 
$2,500 fine, noting Currie’s 
driving was “erratic in nature and 
caused a great risk to other persons 
and vehicles in the roadway and in 
the area around it. Also the level 
of the readings which were very 
high.”

Leszczynski fined Currie $2,200. 
Along with a $660 victim fine 
surcharge he’ll pay $2,860 total 
punishment. He also banned from 
driving for a year.

- The IndependenT

Addicted drug trafficker says police may have saved his life with drug raid arrest
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Derrick Pillon was addicted to 
drugs and selling them to feed his 
habit.

The Lambton County man has 
been in jail since February after 
Sarnia Police raided a home on 
Mitton Street, but he told the court 
it may have been the best thing for 
him.

Pillon, 41, appeared in Sarnia 
Court by video last month 
pleading guilty to his part in 
a February drug raid yielding 
thousands of dollars in drugs and 
cash. He’s been in custody since 
his arrest but a release date is now 
on the horizon.

Pillon became the focus of a drug 
investigation by the Sarnia Police 

Vice Unit at the end of 2020. By 
Feb. 25, enough evidence had 
been gathered through surveillance 
on his Mitton Street South home to 
justify a search warrant.

Police entered the home and 
arrested Pillon and three others, 
including Pillon’s 20 year-old 
girlfriend who he was under a 
court order to stay away from. 

The raid turned up 15.15 grams 
crystal meth, 3.95 grams cocaine, 
3.79 grams fentanyl, $3,300 cash 
and various drug paraphernalia 
including a debt list. 

The total value of all drugs was 
$3,384, according to police. 

Pillon accepted responsibility 
for the crystal meth portion of the 
seizure in court along with a pair 
of bail breaches. 

Defence Lawyer Sarah Donohue 

says her client is an addict 
trafficker, dealing drugs to fuel his 
own habit. 

Pillon, she says, “straightened 
out briefly” but then “self-
sabotaged himself and put himself 
back in jail because he was 
unable to cope with his personal 
circumstances at that time.”

For his part, Pillon was anything 
but bitter about the experience. 
“I’m just thankful to the police for 
actually arresting me,” he says. 
“Without being arrested I could 
have very well died.”

Donohue says Pillon 
has participated in several 
rehabilitation programs while 
locked up despite enduring a 
lengthy COVID-19 lockdown and 
even contracting the disease. 

Pillon admits it has been tough in 

the last few months.
“I’ve been shipped around, I 

haven’t had any visitors, haven’t 
been able to see any family. So it’s 
been tough. 

“But things are looking up for 
me,” says Pillon.

Donohue says Pillon already has 
a job lined up when he’s released. 

Justice Deborah Austin sentenced 
the Lambton man to 270 days in 
jail. He was credited with serving 
206 days for his time in custody 
before he plead guilty. Another 20 
days was credited to him for being 
incarcerated during the pandemic. 
That’s typical of many sentences 
during the pandemic.

That leaves 44 days of his 270 
day sentence for Pillon yet to serve 
at the Stratford jail, where he is 
now housed. 

“I think that, while lenient, it is a 
jail sentence of some significance 
that takes into account the nature 
of the substance, the quantity and 
the circumstances,” says Austin. 

“A judicial pre-trial was held in 
which some frailties in the case 
were discussed and factored into 
the certainty of this resolution 
which I am prepared to respect,” 
she says. 

Pillon’s lawyer added the 
amount of drugs seized during the 
Feb. 25 raid was at “lower end 
of trafficking level quantity of 
methamphetamine.”

Pillon has been banned from 
owning a weapon for the next 10 
years and has forfeited any cash 
which police seized during the 
raid. 

- The IndependenT
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