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Petrolia to encourage a BIA

Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia wants to see a busi-
ness improvement association in
the downtown.

It’s one of the items council
gave the go-ahead for in approv-
ing the recommendations from a
consultant looking a “resilence”
in the downtown.

The town hired Asagos
Consulting at a cost of $25,000
earlier this year to help chart a
path for the downtown. James
Cox talked to 15 downtown
“stakeholders” for an hour each.
There was an online survey
which garnered 154 responses
and 24 people came to a virtual
meeting in March to form the
basis for his report.

Cox says there are 81 busi-
nesses in what is considered the
downtown core including retail
stores, services, restaurants and
“tourism focused industries.”
Cox’s report to council says
those business owners generally
say 60 per cent of their business

comes from local residents and
40 per cent from tourists.

And while business owners
voiced concerns about chronic-
ally empty buildings, Petrolia’s
vacancy rate at 3.1 per cent is
lower than the provincial aver-
age of 5.2 per cent.

Cox says COVID-19 shut-
downs “negatively impacted
downtowns across Canada”
however Petrolia’s businesses
were able to meet new curbside
demands. And at the time of the
survey, they were anticipating
the foot traffic to return to nor-
mal once the pandemic restric-
tions were eased.

The consultant says three
things were constant in the
interviews and survey; business
liked the high level of engage-
ment with the town, they were
concerned about the high-
profile vacant buildings and they
wanted to “build downtown
Petrolia as a cohesive destina-
tion through partnerships and

connections.”
SEE BIA PG 2

PW boosts home charges 19 per cent

Heather Wright
The Independent

Development fees on new
homes in Plympton-Wyoming
are going up 19 per cent.

Town council recently final-
ized its development charges
bylaw, just days before it was to
expire. And it increased the fees
facing developers to $10,881 per
single family home, 19 per cent
hire than the current fees and
five per cent higher than what
was originally recommended.

Development charges al-
low municipalities to recover
capital costs for either putting
in infrastructure or services that
benefit future growth. And there
is a lot of growth in Plympton-
Wyoming. A study by BM Ross
and Associates, which helped
develop the town’s new fee
schedule, shows there are 17
developments in the works in

the community now, with close
to 700 new single family homes
in the works. It’s part of a trend
which has seen the number of
new housing starts rise from
about 15 per cent in the last
five years. Last year alone, 72
new homes were built. All that
requires new roads, parks and
equipment for existing services.

“The idea of development
charges is that growth pays for
its share so that your existing
taxpayers aren’t paying for the
cost of extending sewers, adding
on to your treatment plants,”
consultant Lisa Courtney told
councillors earlier this year.

The town put together a list of
capital projects which will bene-
fit not just current taxpayers but
those who will be building and
living in the town in the future.

The municipality then assigns
a fee to those charges.

SEE DEVELOPMENT PG 2
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HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO
Charlotte Hartman, five months, seems to be taking the lead of Olympians and biting the ribbon presented
to her when she won the four to six month class of the Petrolia and Enniskillen Agriculture Society’s Baby
Show Saturday. Charlotte and her mom, Kassa, were among a couple dozen families who took part in the
event which was part of a scaled back fall fair weekend. For more photos see page 6.

ONE-OF-A-KIND, MILLENNIUM HERITAGE DEALERSHIP

-
g

519-849-7000
1-855-849-1199

: 519-849-7777
W""u/ 1-855-849-1222

Fax: 519-849-7700 e email: sales@groganford.com
. Box 220, 5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford, ON NOM 2S0

B




2 —The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton

Thursday, September 16, 2021

Development fees up $1,754 in PW

CON’T FROM PG 1

But as that list was being drawn up, the
new fire chief arrived. Council gave him
time to look at the needs of the department.
The chief identified there would be about
$190,000 needed to equip new firefighters
who would need to be recruited and about
$359,000 to help pay for a pumper truck to
replace an existing unit in the future.

That - along with the rest of the projects -
boosted the cost of the fees from $9,127 to
$10.,881.

Councillors did decide to remove a charge
which would have boosted fees in Wyoming
even further. The consultant suggested a
sewer development charge of $1,533. But

that was removed from the bylaw when
town staff explained sewage works have
been dealt with under the Drainage Act.
Paying a development fee for it might seem
like double billing, said Adam Sobanski, the
director of public works.

The development charges for industrial
development - which typically uses less
municipal services than a single family
home - were set at 16 cents per square foot
of the proposed building.

While the double digit increase approved
by council Sept. 8 may seem high, Courtney
pointed out the cost of the charges adds
about three per cent to the cost of a
$350,000 home.

One dead in Marthville Road accident

Lambton OPP say one person has died
in an accident at the corner of Marthaville
Road and Aberfeldy Line.

Police were called to the scene just after 8
am Sept. 10 for a two vehicle accident.

Paramedics treated and brought two people
to hospital with injuries.

A third person involved in the crash

has died. They were all in the same car,
according to police. Police have yet to
release the names of those involved and the
investigation continues.

The corner has been the site of a deadly
accident before. In Nov. 2015, a Lambton
county teacher was killed in an accident at
the very corner on her way to school.

BIA may be on the way in Petrolia’s downtown

CON’T FROM PG 1

Cox also pointed out the town already
has a number of things in place to help the
downtown thrive including the Volunteer
Business Group, which drives many group
promotions, and a Heritage Facade grant
which encourages building owners to spruce
up their storefronts to with grants of up to
50 per cent of the costs.

The Downtown Start-Up Micro Grant
Program offers $1,000 to help new business
owners buy equipment or improve the
building they re renting, although staff says
the program is not up and running yet.

The town also put in place minimum
standards for vacant buildings and regularly
markets the downtown businesses, including
handbills promoting restaurants, aiming
to present Petrolia as a destination. Cox
says the programs have been “effective and
have contributed towards the vibrancy of
downtown Petrolia.”

But Cox, in the report he delivered to
council Monday, says forming a formal
Business Improvement Association,
would build on this. “Resiliency requires a
formalized relationship between the local
government and the business community.
Without a formal relationship, the Town
lacks a key source of data on business
needs and must rely on anecdotal evidence.
Similarly, the downtown business
community currently lacks a formal channel
of communication to town council and other
decision makers.”

Since 2009, when the last BIA disbanded,
there has been a volunteer association which
spearheads almost all promotions in the
downtown. There has been discussion of
a Business Improvement Area, this is the
first time the municipality has asked staff to
pursue the option.

However, the Ministry of Municipal Affair
handbook on BIA’s says normally, it is a
project driven by business. “Business and
property owners or others can request that a
BIA be designated by a municipal bylaw,”
the ministry states. Businesses then pay “the
BIA levy along with their property taxes”
on the principle that everyone who benefits
from the program should pay their fair share
of the costs.”

Traditionally, BIAs “oversee the
improvement, beautification and
maintenance of municipally-owned
land, buildings and structures in the area

beyond that provided at the expense of the
municipality generally” such as landscaping
or fixtures like benches, says the ministry.

BIAs also “promote the area as a business
or shopping area.”

The tax levy is meant to pay for those
services. What sort of fees would be
attached to the Petrolia BIA have not yet
been discussed.

Cox is also recommending a Business
Retention and Expansion Program be put
in place. A survey would take a regular
pulse of the business community asking
questions about the business health, the
business climate, current challenges, future
expansions or downsizing and the supports
they might need.

The consultant says the town should
also adopt a Community Improvement
Plan. A CIP can offer limited financial
incentives and grants for things such
as facade improvements, accessibility,
landscaping and rebates for planning and
development. The CIP can also encourage
the development of housing units in the
downtown. While a total cost of a grant
program like this wasn’t stated, Cox says
most communities provide matching grants
of up to $15 per square foot.

The consultant also believes the town
should have a one-stop shop for anyone who
wants to develop space in the downtown
so they wouldn’t be talking to multiple
municipal and county employees about
grants and regulations while improving the
core.

Cox adds the town has a role to play in
helping businesses improve and grown.

He says that while “none of the businesses
interviewed reported fundamental shifts

to their business model as the result of
COVID-19” the town should continue

to help them navigate new technology to
improve operations and “seek to proactively
bring new tools and technologies to

the attention of businesses that may be
positioned to adopt them.”

Petrolia’s Chief Administrative Officer,
Rick Charlebois says council gave
its approval to move ahead with the
recommendations including starting a BIA.
“Meetings with businesses will start, and
the period for feedback and assistance in
developing the details of the association
will be constructed with input from all those
interested in participating.”
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Welcome to Past Attendees

First Baptist Church Drop In & Say Hello  Church Tours  BBQ
Petrolia, Ontario Memories ¢ Renew Old Friendships
150th Anniversary
May 1 2022
SHOP SPEND & SAVE LOCAL
AT TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK

f ) EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Ny PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT /
s WATFORD COMMUNITY ARENA

FULL AND PART TIME PARKS & RECREATION LABOURER
(ARENA OPERATOR)

Located approximately half way between London, ON and Sarnia, ON and just off
Highway 402, the Township of Warwick is a small community of about 4,500 but
growing! This is an exciting time in the Parks and Recreation Department with a
new ball diamond in 2020 and a new community centre with arena renovations
planned for 2021. Being part of the Township of Warwick team is an amazing
career opportunity to work in a small but progressive municipality that provides
outstanding Parks and Recreation amenities and services to the community.

These are Union Positions, CUPE Local 2393.3.

The Full-Time position requires regular shift availability after business hours to
accommodate operational needs at the Arena during the ice season (August to April
seasonally) as well as parks and amenities April to September and halls all year round.

The Part-Time position requires regular shift availability after business hours to
accommodate operational needs at the Arena during the ice season (August to April
seasonally). Schedules will be set in consultation with the parks and recreation team and
based on departmental needs.

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:

« Secondary school graduation, preferably in a relevant technical program.

« Avalid Ontario Driver’s License and other appropriate certifications, licenses, etc.,
required to fulfill the requirements of the position.

« Familiarity with computer systems as they apply to municipal governments, facility
bookings, inventory control and related functions.

« Interpersonal skills in working with the public, overseeing contractors, working with
staff team and summer students and providing customer service to the recreation
function of the Township.

« At least five years mechanical maintenance experience, preferably with exposure to
pumps, compressors, heating and air conditioning and similar equipment.

« An equivalent combination of education and experience.

DUTIES:

Maintains and operates all equipment and facilities at the Watford Community Arena
and Hall. Assists with set up and supervision of operations at arena and hall; collects fees
from patrons; deals with crowd control situations; and promotes use of the facilities.
Works under the direction of the Parks and Recreation Manager on duties qualified to do,
and as the work needs arise, subject to availability of other staffing to perform recreation
duties.

Written resumes will be received until 12 noon on Friday, September 24, 2021.
Resumes can be in by email to tklachan@warwicktownship.ca, in person at
6332 Nauvoo Road, Watford, Ontario NOM 250 or by fax to (519) 849-6136.

For further information on this position, please contact.
Theresa Klachan, Manager Parks and Recreation, Township of Warwick.
tklachan@warwicktownship.ca
For a copy of the draft job description email: tklachan@warwicktownship.ca.

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted. The Township of Warwick is an
equal opportunity employer. The Township of Warwick provides reasonable accommodations throughout the hiring process. Reasonable
accommodations will be provided upon request throughout the hiring process as required under the Township of Warwick’s policies and
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA).

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, personal information is collected under the authority
of the Municipal Act, 2001, and will be used for the purpose of candidate selection.
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Local school kids test COVID positive

Heather Wright
The Independent

Three students in Petrolia and a teacher in
Corunna have tested positive for COVID-19
just one week into the school year.

The information comes from the Lambton-
Kent District School Board and the St. Clair
Catholic District School Board.

The board’s websites show there are two
students at Queen Elizabeth II school in
Petrolia who have tested positive for the
virus and one at St. Philips. The St. Clair

Catholic board says one classroom has been
closed. The public board has not closed the
Queen E classroom.

Nor has it closed the classroom at Col.
Cameron School in Corunna where a
teacher tested positive.

Across Lambton-Kent there were 11 cases
of COVID-19 in schools.

The provincial picture is similar with 218
schools reporting COVID-19 cases with 257
students and 51 staff testing positive so far.
That means five per cent of Ontario schools
are dealing with COVID in the classroom.

‘We can’t keep putting racists people back in office’

Heather Wright
The Independent

The NDP candidate in Lambton-Kent-
Middlesex says Canadians can’t keep
“putting racists back in office.”

Jason Henry, who is the chief of the
Kettle and Stony Point First Nation, was
responding to a social media post by the
incumbent MP, Conservative Lianne Rood.
The photo shows Rood in front of the
former Central Hotel in Pain Court near
Mitchell’s Bay. “Yesterday I had a great
meeting on Walpole Island, discussing
issues of importance to First Nations
communities,” begins the post which adds
they also campaigned in Pain Court.

People on the platform said the post
reenforced the idea of ‘drunk Indians.’

“I’'m not quite sure if it was a racist post

or not (but it was) certainly an insensitive
post,” said Henry.

“It’s 2021 and if you don’t know that it’s
inappropriate to take a picture and have a
bar and say you're talking to the Indians
that’s shameful.

Henry took to social media “calling that
out and saying, ‘you know, we’re not
drunks. We’re not alcoholics. It’s not okay
to post things like that with a bar in the
background and suddenly you’ve been
talking to native people. That’s not okay.
We are strong. We are proud,” says Henry
adding it motivated him to keep pushing to
be elected. “We can’t keep putting racist
people back in office. .. I'm not here to
fight. I'm here to make sure that we actually
do reach reconciliation.”

Calls to and messages Rood to respond to
the criticism were not answered.

Firm plans needed for next Alvinston arena reno

Heather Wright
The Independent

The second phase of a plan to improve the
Brooke-Alvinston-Inwood Arena needs a
firm plan before it moves ahead.

The Alvinston Optimist Club hoped to
start the second phase of an arena plan - a
canteen and dressing rooms - now that the
pavilion is complete.

But the municipality’s public works man-
ager is concerned a plan submitted “doesn’t
really give us a good idea ... for how the
dressing rooms, how the building was con-
nected to the old building.” And Randy Hills
says there is concern there has been cracks
found in the arena/community centre floor.

He doesn’t want to simply add another layer
to the building without knowing what is
going on.

Councillor Jamie Armstrong agreed there
needs to be some work done before the
Optimist Club - which he is a member of -
starts applying for grants.

“An architect will have to be involved
with getting the detailed planning... if we’re
going to go ahead with it,” says Armstrong.

He and other members of council also
agreed the Optimist have to meet with other
arena users to make sure whatever moves
ahead is useful to all.

Mayor Dave Ferguson adds a better plan
will give the Optimists a better chance of
winning grants to help pay for the project.

Sorry granny, no flats in Courtright this time

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

St. Clair Township has struck down
the idea of detached second dwellings in
residential areas.

Southside Construction wanted the so
called granny flats in a planned housing
development in Courtright. The London
based developer requested three bylaw
changes, most notably allowing for a second
dwellings. Currently the township only
allows for second units to be attached to the
main residence.

There was little enthusiasm for the
proposal with more than 50 neighbours
voicing opposition.

Council sent Southside back to the
drawing board to flesh out their proposal.

But after multiple meetings between
county staff and developers and an
assessment of new information provided, St.
Clair staff still weren’t sold.

One area of concern involved rules around
lot coverage. Southside had asked for a pair
of bylaw changes to boost total lot coverage
from 35 to 40 per cent and exempt the

detached second units from a 10 per cent
accessory lot rule.

“The applicant has not demonstrated a
justifiable rational to support increasing the
lot coverage for the independent additional
unit,” staff say.

As for the idea of detached second
dwellings themselves, staff acknowledged
“providing adequate housing is a constant
challenge and ongoing concern for
municipalities.” Southside stressed recent
changes to the provincial Planning Act
which says municipalities need to allow
more additional units on properties.

But St. Clair wasn’t convinced these
additional units must be detached. “It is
also important to recognize that despite the
provincial changes, the expectation is that
each municipality facilitate these changes in
a manner that they deem appropriate,” reads
the staff report.

Staff also said allowing such a change
would cause “a shift of the community
character.”

If Southside still wants to proceed with
second dwellings staff recommended they
build them in the garage.

Eye care in On

For

eye

ALL SENIORS,
CHILDREN’S & OHIP
EYE EXAMS ENDED
SEPTEMBER 18ST.

Visit SaveEyeCare.ca for more
information and to sign a petition
- help protect eye care in

you

government underfunded optometric g

30 YEARS, the Ontario ¢

care and because of that...

Although Dr. St. Pierre is currently not providing OHIP insured
services as part of an ongoing funding dispute between Ontario
Optometrists and the Ontario Government, Petrolia Optometry
remains open to non-OHIP eligible eye exams (adults aged
20-64) and the dispensing of eyeglasses and contact lenses to
patients of all ages.

Please call the office with any questions or concerns for patients
of all ages and we will properly direct you to the service provider
most appropriate at this time.

“Thank you for your R E TR@ LIA

understanding and patience
OPTOMETRY
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during this difficult time”

#1131 Petrolia Line, Petrolia ON
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London Road West United Church
2092 London Line, Sarnia

(Corner of London Line & Telfer Sideroad)
40™ ANNUAL FALL FEAST
Roast Beef Dinner

Sat., Sept. 25 - 5-6:30 pm
PREORDERS ONLY BY SEPT. 19

INCLUDES: TO ORDER CONTACT: ;
Roast Beef, mashed Susan Wilkins - 519-869-6281
potatoes and gravy,  Church Office - 519-542-2084
squash, mixed or email order to
vegetable, coleslaw, Irwunitedchurch@gmail.com
roll w/butter & apple
pie dessert
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Adults $18 e Children 5-12 $7 &

CHEQUES MADE OUT TO “LRW UCW” or CORRECT MONEY IN AN ENVELOPE

RE-ELECT
MARILYN GLADU

Standing tall for Sarnia—Lambton

Since 2015, Marilyn Gladu has represented Sarnia—Lambton on the federal stage, as she:

Brought over $300 million dollars of federal funding to the riding to stimulate business.

* Secured infrastructure federal funding for roads and bridges, storm water sewers, shoreline

erosion in Sarnia.

Advocated since 2015 for a 10% increase for OAS and an additional $500 grant for seniors.
Was awarded the International Home Instead Homecare Award for seniors advocacy in 2019.
Was twice voted Most Collegial Parliamentarian by her peers.

Passed a Private Member's Bill to secure palliative care for all Canadians in 2018.

Served as Shadow Minister for Health, Science, Economic Development for Southern Ontario &
Privy Council.

CONSERVATIVESE &
.~ SECURE ©

Read the plan at conservative.ca/plan

Vote Marilyn Gladu on Sépf. 20
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Editorial

Who are you
voting for?

It is easy to say, ‘get out and vote; it’s your civic duty.’

And for some, it is easy to vote. They have a gut feeling
or long held beliefs that lead them to place their x beside
a certain candidate without hesitation.

Some vote to get rid of an unpopular leader either
locally or more likely the person at the top.

Some vote based on ideology everything from the idea
we need less government, to businesses needs support
to create jobs, to government supporting people with
programing to make life better, seeing big spending as an
investment.

We vote for what is best for us and that’s
understandable. But is it is what is best for our country?

There is no doubt Canada is at a crossroads in many
ways. As we see in Chatham-Kent, the pandemic still
is having an affect on us, physically, economically and
mentally. You may want this all to be over and all the
restrictions to be erased, for no one to ever talk about
vaccine passports again, but that’s not realistic. Is it
best for the community of Canada if we vote for people
without a serious plan to put an end to COVID-19?

Indigenous people in our country are longing for
reconciliation. While reconciliation may not be part of
your daily life, does the person you’re voting for see it as
a priority to heal this nation and make things right?

There are businesses hanging on by a shoestring right
now - if their services are lost in our community, does
it matter to you? Does it matter to the person and party
you’re voting for?

It all boils down to this; are you prepared as you
walk into the polling station to look at your vote as not
only what is best for you but best for your neighbour;
the person who lives in poverty, the farmer trying to
compete in a market loaded against them with subsidies,
the woman teaching your children, the teenager in the
intensive care unit fighting COVID-19, the family in BC
without a home after a wildfire caused by extreme heat
burned theirs to the ground?

Voting is very personal but it is also an exercise in
nationhood. We choose each time we pick up that tiny
pencil what sort of a nation we want to be. We hope you
will chose a nation focused not just on the bottom line
but chose nation that also builds people up, that builds a
kinder Canada for all.

Our Story

Letters to the Editor

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor.

Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email

to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca (please use
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca

You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1RO0.

The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity
and clarity.

All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number
for verification.

A photo of the Main Street of Oil Springs in the village’s hey day. The photo, which was taken in the winter
appears to be looking west down what is now QOil Springs Line.

FROM THE DAVE BURWELL POSTCARD COLLECTION

Blackburn pulls the plug on comments, no wonder

I can’t say that I blame them.
Blackburn News Sarnia has decided
it will not allow people to comment on
every story they post. And it has some

people very upset.

On Tuesday, the Sarnia radio station
followed in the footsteps of many
others - including the CBC - and de-
cided to remove comments from some
news stories. “Blackburn News Sarnia
has made the decision to restrict com-
menting on some stories in an effort
to stop the spread of online abuse and
misinformation.”

A quick scan of some of the com-
ments on the more recent posts tells
you why officials pulled the plug.
There are running arguments on every
COVID-19 story published.

On a story about three children
in local schools testing positive for
COVID-19 there was “Are they on
ventilators or just “sick”? Inquiring
minds want to know.”

This isn’t a sharing of ideas - it’s
absolute crap being spewed. The trash
talk is filled with lies and rumours.

So, it wasn’t surprising that when
Sarnia Councillor Mike Stark asked
for a vaccine mandate for his fellow

councillors - as most cities in Ontario
are doing now - he was the subject of
some choice comments.

“Mike Stark is a liberal cry baby and
a groof,” said one, who apparently
can’t spell. “How much is he getting
paid to do this,” quips another sug-
gesting Stark is on the take. And then,
there was this; “Who is Mike Stark?
An SS Nazi with a suit.” Unbelievable,
patently untrue and slanderous.

And those are the comments I found
in a five minute scan of Blackburn
Sarnia’s Facebook page.

I’m not the only one who noticed the
vile comments on the page. “Black-
burn News Sarnia you really need to
start cleaning up the vitriol in here, it’s
getting really bad,” wrote one person.

That’s part of the problem. If I'm
counting correctly, Blackburn News
maybe has five or six people working
in the Sarnia newsroom. They have to
be on the air every hour, sometimes
every half hour and produce stories in
between. They don’t have time to mod-
erate an argument about “The COVID”
between Cletus and Festus.

But people are perplexed by the radio
stations move. “This should be open to

any anyone to post
on... you would
think so right?
Freedom of speech
and all.”

You still have
freedom of
speech, but maybe
your audience is
a lot narrower on
your own personal
social media feed.

What people
forget, or don’t
know, is any news
organization can
be - and are - held
libel for words
published on their sites. Keeping a lid
on slander is impossible now.

The angry crowd has turned its vit-
riol on the news organization, saying
they’ve been bought, they’re commun-
ists, cowards, snowflakes and propa-
ganda central.

And it’s all because they’re providing
information for their community and
trying to be responsible at the same
time. Who can blame them for saying
enough is enough.

Heather
Wright

$65.00/year outside of 50 km radius

www.petrolialambtonindependent.ca

ndependent

Serving Petrolia and Central Lambton
& 4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON NON 1RO « 226-738-0728

Subscription Rates: $55.00/year within 50 kms of Petrolia Post Office
$75.00/year other provinces
(HST included on all prices) Subscriptions are non-refundable

News Media Canada
Medias d'Info Corniada

The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright.
No material from this edition may be reproduced without expressed
written consent of The Independent of Petrolia & Central Lambton

Heather Wright
news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Alex Kurial
sales@petrolialambtonindependent.ca
Meg Forstmanis
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Publisher / Editor:

Reporters:
Sales Associates:
Classifieds / Graphics:

Publications Mail Registration No. 42663514

Funded by the Government of Canada
Financé par le gouvernement du Canada

Proud host of the Local Journalism Initiative

Canada




Thursday, September 16,2021

The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton — 5

EDITOR:

A friend of many years died from
the COVID-19 virus in a Louisiana
hospital last week; he wasn’t
vaccinated. His wife couldn’t be
with him; she wasn’t vaccinated.
Their daughter was vaccinated and
‘facetimed’ from the hospital but it
wasn’t the same.

Let’s look at three other situations:

* Do you believe in gravity? Gravity
doesn’t care. Gravity simply brings
us all back to earth. The collision is
inevitable and sometimes hurts badly.

* In Canada we all drive on the

Opinion

Don’t believe in COVID? The virus doesn’t care

right. The vehicles don’t care. If
someone exercises their democratic
right to drive on the left, a collision is
inevitable and you may be the one hurt
as well.

* Do you believe that an
intersection’s stop sign applies to you?
The stop sign doesn’t care. You may
drive through it once or twice without
incident but eventually you will collide
with another vehicle and everyone
involved is at risk of injury.

* Do you believe the COVID virus is
real? The virus doesn’t care. So please,
treat it like gravity or driving on the

right or stopping at an intersection.
Getting vaccinated is like wearing a
seat belt; you protect yourself, your
family and your community. Why
wouldn’t you do that?

And until the pandemic has been
brought under control, continue to
socially distance, wear a mask and
wash / sanitize your hands often.

The life you save could be mine!

Andy Hart
Petrolia, ON

Two fined after Pot of Gold cannabis raid

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Two of six people arrested in a drug
raid linked to the Pot of Gold cannabis
shop on Aamjiwnaang First Nation
have been fined for their part in the
seizure of cannabis.

Sarnia police searched a Corunna
home and the pot shop in December. It
was the third police raid in two years
after a lengthy investigation into the
store and its owner.

Police found they were growing more
cannabis than they had a licence to
produce.

Arnold Mayers, 64 was one of four
people arrested at the owner’s home
where about 575 grams of cannabis
was found with about $22,000 in cash
and $5,500 in gift cards. His lawyer
Bobby Russon says the Corunna man
had “joint possession but certainly not
sole possession” of the drugs. He was
fined $2,000 and banned from owning
a weapon for 10 years.

Police also raided the store. David
Bruce was working there when police
found 64 kilograms of cannabis bud
alone. About $3,000 in cash was found
along with debt and price lists.

Because he was an employee at
the time of the raid, Bruce was fined
$2.,500 in total and banned from own-
ing weapons for 10 years. Charges
against three other people arrested
were withdrawn. One man who was ar-

rested at the house still faces charges.
- THE INDEPENDENT

Bright's Grove man admits to trafficking cocaine from his house

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

A man has admitted to trafficking
thousands of dollars worth of cocaine
out of his Bright’s Grove home.

Jason Huggett, 36, entered his plea in
Sarnia Court Sept. 7.

Court heard the Sarnia Police Vice
Unit began an investigation into
Huggett July 2019 after being tipped

off by an informant. The source said
Huggett was trafficking cocaine from
his home on Waterworks Road.

Police obtained a warrant Aug. 29
and carried out a raid that afternoon.
They waited for Huggett to return
home to arrest him in the driveway and
then searched the house.

Inside the garage and home was a
stash of cocaine and cash, including
44 grams of the drug hidden in a

motorcycle helmet. In total 52.82
grams of cocaine was recovered which
the police estimate is worth $5,200 on
the street. The cash total seized was
$3,570.

Defence Lawyer Robert McFadden
says he hopes a conditional sentence
can be reached which would allow
Huggett to serve his time under house
arrest. The case returns Nov. 2 for
sentencing.

AdamKilner.ndp.ca

Adam Kilner

Sarnia—Lambton

The last year has shown that when you send
New Democrats to Ottawa, we get results.

&

QEQ

Sarnia Lambton is Ready for Better

The Conservatives are stuck in the past with
outdated ideas and values. The Liberals haven't
followed through on their promises. Neither
party are listening. It's time for a change.

The NDP will invest in affordable housing,
healthcare & childcare because it matters to
you, your children and grandchildren.

| am invested in this community. | show up and
| speak up for issues that matter. Vote for
change. Vote for Adam Kilner.

Paid for and authorized by the official agent of the campaign

® adam.kilner@ndp.ca Kl fb.com/AdamKilnerNDP @adamkilnerndp

Emery Huszka
Dealer - Florence ON,
226-373-6244

Julie Maw
Dealer - Courtright ON,
519-384-2281

Dave Foulon
Dealer - Tupperville ON,
519-683-2136

Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON,
519-360-6072

Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager

North Lambton ON,
519-899-3255

malzZzex

www.maizex.com

4488 Mint Line,
RR#2 Tilbury, Ontario
NOP 2LO
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TO HELP AVOID
TEXT NECK STRAIN

1. TAKE FREQUENT BREAKS

Take frequent breaks and look up from your device to give your neck some
relief from the pressure of looking down.

2. SIT UP STRAIGHT
It's imporfant fo sit up straight while fexting. This way, you can maintain
good posture, relieving your back and shoulders from the sfrain of being
hunched over.

3. HOLD THE PHONE A LITTLE HIGHER
Holding the phone closer to eye level helps maintain a healthy posture
and puts less strain on your neck. Consider using a stand for devices, even
periodically, to change the way that you hold and look at your device.

4. STRETCH

Be sure to strefch offen between
long periods of extended use of
devices. Put your hands at your
sides and rofate your shoulders fo
relieve tension. You can also tuck
your chin down to your neck and
then look up. This action helps
relieve some of the fension built up
in your neck due to the forward-
down position we often adopt
when looking at our device.

If you do experience pain from device use, consult a
chiropractor fo assess your specific needs and recommend a
treatment plan that's right for you.

431 King Street, Petrolia

Lambton 5158821880

Chiropractic Centre

. S ~ : |
There’s a home for
healthy, attractive smiles
in your neighbourhood

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the
whole family, from cleanings and exams to
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office,
you'll feel completely comfortable.

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

430 Albany Street * petroliadentistry.com
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SL Candidates tackle Line 5 and supply management toplcs

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

The candidates for the job
of member of parliament for
Sarnia-Lambton say agricul-
ture needs support.

But how that happens is
quite different from party to
party.

The Lambton-Kent
Federation of Agriculture
recently hosted a debate
between Conservative MP
Marilyn Gladu, Liberal Lois
Nantais, NDP Adam Kilner,
Greens Stefanie Bunko, PPC
Brain Everaert and Christian
Heritage Party Tom Laird.
They all attempted to win
over the crowd and make
themselves heard over the
thunderstorm outside which
impacted audio and caused a
pair of brief power outages.

Naturally the discussion
focused on a range of
farming topics including
supply management and
family farms with the PPC
putting itself squarely at
odds with the other parties
on the issue of supply
management.

“We need to be absolutely
certain that we protect
supply management,” says
Kilner. He says the recent
Canada-US-Mexico trade
deal “really compromised
that. Now we have different
types of even milks coming
into this country that’s set at
a different standard than we
have in this country.”

“We want to stand up
against unfair tariffs, we
want fair trade in this
country. And we also want
to start thinking about
more opportunities for
interprovincial trade. There
are a number of barriers that
get unnecessarily in the way
of our producers being able
to trade where they want to
trade,” says Kilner.

Gladu says she and the
Conservatives support
supply management, but
“having given away in
multiple trade agreements
slices of that pie, we don’t
demand that those importing
meet the same quality
standards, the same animal
welfare standards, the same
traceability standards.

So we have to level the
playing field to make sure
we protect our supply
management system.”

Nantais lamented the fate
of many American farmers
who have been forced to
sell their family farms only
to turn around and become
hired hands on those very
plots. “For me it has a lot
to do with protectionism...
supply chain and monitoring
that for our Canadian
farmers is important. We
have to protect our food.”

Everaert meanwhile says
supply management drives
up prices and hurts some

The candldates for the Sarnla Lambton riding at the Lambton Federatlon of
Agriculture Debate in Brigden.

farmers. He says the PPC
would prefer to buy out the
middlemen involved in its
practice and promote a more
free market approach.

The hotly contested Line
5 and a potential diesel
shortage for farms if it
closed down was also a
major point of discussion.
All candidates were in
agreement that it needs to
keep bringing fuel to Sarnia
and beyond.

Gladu says she’s fought
hard for the pipeline’s
survival but admits
alternative ways of
transport such as trucks,
trains and boats, while
“less favourable”may
be necessary because of
“laws brought in under
the Liberals” which she
says discourage pipeline
building.

It is actually the Michigan
governor trying to stop fuel
from flowing through Line
5. The federal government
has been contesting the
move and is in court ordered
negotiations with the state.

“When I first heard
about it I struck fear into
my heart,” says Nantais
of a potential closure of
the pipeline. She calls
it a “community based
problem” that local people
can do their part to fix.

“Ontario Federation of
Agriculture has already
been advocating for you...
They wrote the letters, they
connected with the Minister
of Natural Resources and
demanded to know what
was happening,” she says.

Kilner says “Line 5
is an essential resource
that impacts most of this
continent both in Canada
and the United States. It’s
not an option to close Line
5 and we will do everything
that it takes to make sure it
remains open.”

Bunko says her party’s
goal of a green transition is
“not about leaving any jobs
behind or any resources
behind... We’re here to
support current oil and gas
(industry) but there will be
a slow transition at some
point. We want to prepare
everyone in the community
by providing subsidies
and funding for that slow
transition so you’re not
caught off guard.”

But Bunko says, for now,
Line 5 must continue to ship

fuel through Michigan.

Everaert says politicians
were “asleep at the wheel”
in allowing the Line 5 issue
to get this far. Dubbing the
pipeline the “heart and soul
of our riding,” Everaert
accused the other candidates
of supporting a “green
transition” and says this
opened the door to attacks
on gas and oil.

The environment
was another topic of
conversation including the
carbon tax. Bunko says she
wants to help farmers not
only switch their equipment
to green technology but
also to help with farming
capabilities and research
and development for cleaner
farm practices.

Gladu says “We will scrap
the consumer carbon tax.
Wherever carbon taxes have
been tried governments have
been unable to resist the
billions of dollars they bring
in. This is true in Canada
today.”

While Gladu says the party
would scrap the Liberal’s
approach, the Conservatives
have their own Carbon
Tax. The carbon pricing
scheme would be diverted to
personal low carbon savings
accounts to be used by
individuals to buy “green”
products. The party wants
to keep in place the current
output-based pricing system
on larger industrial emitters.

The agriculture community
has long been calling for
an end to the carbon tax for
food production. There was
a private members bill to
exempt farm uses from the
carbon tax, however it died
when the Liberals called an
election.

For the agriculture
community, Gladu adds
Canada is on track for the
Paris 2030 targets under a
Conservative plan, adding
some of her party’s plans
would be “recognizing and
encouraging emissions
reducing practices like
low/no-till and 4R nutrient
stewardship, establishing
transparent and reliable
standards for carbon
credits associated with land
management practices with
the goal of establishing
a national carbon offset
market and exploring
the use of incentives to
preserve and enhance
natural infrastructure on

private lands that contribute
to climate mitigation and
adaptation.”

And the candidates wanted
to make sure farmers knew
they were concerned about
farm succession. Gladu says
her party introduced Bill
C-208 to allow for a lower
tax rate for farm transfers
within families.

All candidates voiced
their support for a farm
succession plan. “We’re
going to do everything that
we possibly can to make
sure the next generation has
access to the family farm,”
says Kilner.

PETROLIA
COMPOST DEPOT

REQUIREMENTS
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GRASS CLIPPINGS  DEAD PLANTS
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FERTILIZER AND
MULCH BAGS
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PETROLIA RESIDENT

ROCK OR BRICK

Maude Street Transfer Site

Y 546 Maude Street

EE . 2021 RESIDENTS

@ opwree  AREREQUIRED TO HAVE A PASS

it jm T0 ACCESS THE SITE

=50 Sept18 - 25
TIPS

-

. Yard waste and brush
will be seperated into two
bins - please do not bag it
together.

. Please use paper bags or
reusable bins.

3. Brush must be of
reasonable size & length.

. Residents will be asked to
take unacceptable items
home.
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Want to know more before you vote?
Go to The Independent of Petrolia and Central
Lambton’s Facebook page to see the
Sarnia-Lambton candidates debate

FORWARD. FOR EVERYONE. ¥

Votmg is chk and Easy

You can vote any day at the Elections Canada office at
the Walmart plaza from Monday to Friday 9am - 9 pm,
Saturday 9am - 6pm, and Sunday from noon - 4 pm

Be a voter for Lois Nantais

SEPTEMBER

20 | MONDAY

LOIS NANTAIS

CAMPAIGN

@ /LoisNantaisForSarniaLambton @ @SL_Lib_Lois g4 info@loisnantais.ca

& 519.336.4713

9:30 AM - 9:30 PM

@ LoisNantais.ca
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Just happy
to be at the
Petrolia Fair

While it wasn't the full-on fair experience, there
were lots of happy smiles during the Petrolia
| Enniskillen Fall Fair weekend. The agriculture
society put on some events, like the baby show
N and tractor pull, following COVID-19 guidelines. At
J g the top, Charlotte Hartman, five months, keeps her
' . "T7 eyes on the judges as mom, Kassa, gets a giggle
. out of another contender. Kaine McAuslan Powers
- % | wasn't too eager to please anyone preferring to
f-_,, have a nap as Tucker Sheppard watched on.

HEATHER WRIGHT
PHOTOS

Marg Street
of Wyoming
gets an
upclose view
of a sheep on
display during
Saturday.
About 700
people danced
to Rumblefish
Friday.

L__2 AW I NS
CANADA

YOUR VOICE FOR

LIFE « FAMILY « FREEDOM

A Warm Invitation to... _ _
The CHRISTIAN HERITAGE PARTY (CHP) is a Canadian
m F‘II m federal political party, rooted in the Judeo-Christian
principles found in our Canadian Constitution.

M ml We promote these values: justice, integrity,
honesty, compassion, diligence, and thrift.

— MEETING - We defend LIFE, FAMILY, and FREEDOM.
They are our HERITAGE and give us
CUNEE SETCRIUT ST | HOPc Tor the future.

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

—ELECT -

TOM LAIRD

for SARNIA LAMBTON

TH Gt c%(y)fmf it
YEAR CELEBRATORY EVENT

@hiiistianiieritage Party of Canada
AUiglelgr2ad] oy the Offificiel Agemt for Tom Lafrd
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POWER PROBLEMS IN FLORENCE

v
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ALEX KURIAL/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO

Hydro One crews needed several days to return power to people in the Florence area after 11 hydro poles snapped
off during a large storm Sunday. Power was out to Florence and much of the area around Thamesville all day
Monday and into Tuesday after another storm hampered the work being done to erect the lines again.

Lambton-Kent-Middlesex candidates tackle deficit, COVID

Heather Wright
The Independent

From pandemic controls to climate
change, there is a vast array of ideas
from the candidates for the Sept. 20
federal election in the Lambton-Kent-
Middlesex riding.

Four of the five people running for
the seat recently took part in a virtual
debate hosted by The Independent.

Conservative candidate, Lianne
Rood, who is the sitting MP, did not
attend saying she was too busy going
door-to-door. Rood has yet to engage
with the other candidates in a debate
with just days before the vote.

All the candidates expressed regret
that Rood failed to show up for the
debate to talk about the issues. But
that was about the only idea they fully
agreed on. Here’s a flavour of what the
candidates said on various issues;

On Climate; NDP candidate Jason
Henry - the current chief of the Kettle
and Stoney Point First Nation - says
for “far too long we’ve placed the
economy above the environment” and
that has to change. He says the “great
minds” in the petrochemical industry
should be part of the solution to
climate change.

Liberal candidate Dr. Sudit Ranade -
Lambton’s Medical Officer of Health
- says industry is already making
changes as it sees investors moving
toward green technology. “You have
to move as fast as you can to make a
difference and slowly enough to bring
people along... the evidence is fairly
clear what we have to do... it’s going to
take political will to do it.”

Green candidate Jeremy Hull,

a small business owner, says it’s
clear we can’t get rid of fossil fuels
completely immediately, but the
federal government has to “invest
in technology” to move the green
economy forward.

Kevin Mitchell, the Peoples Party of
Canada candidate, was clearly on the
other side of the issue saying Canada
should remove itself from international
agreements to cut carbon emissions
and to “maximize” Canada’s natural
resources now. And, he says if people
want greener technologies, the market
will step in. “Government investing in
green technologies? No that’s not how
we do things in a capitalistic society...
Canadians are sick of handing out
money to big business.”

On Long Term Care: All the
Lambton-Kent-Middlesex candidates

at the debate agreed there has to be
federal standards in long term care
after watching seniors die from lack of
care during the pandemic.

The NDP, Henry says is calling for
an end to for-profit care, however
the Liberal candidate, says that’s not
possible because of the shortage of
long term care in the country. And
Ranade says private industry may
help drive innovation which could be
important in all homes. Ranade favours
giving funding for long term care
“with strings attached.

Both Henry of the NDP and Ranade
of the Liberals say the government has
to invest in more home care earlier.

On the deficit and pandemic
funding: The NDP, Liberal and
Green candidates in Lambton-Kent-
Middlesex all agreed the federal
government had to provide supports
during the pandemic lockdowns.
Ranade added he is hearing from
people how the benefit saved families
before they “tanked” because of lack
of work.

Mitchell didn’t directly answer
whether the $169 billion in COVID-19
supports were necessary, but said the
PPC is the only party which will end
all COVID-19 restrictions. And he says
the PPC is the only one committing
to a balanced budget. “We send $6.9
billion to foreign countries, that’s
done... No more big business bail
outs... we’re in huge financial trouble
but every answer the Liberal party has
is spending our way out of it.

Ranade agrees the pandemic supports
have to be reevaluated to see “what we
can pull back on to encourage people
to carry on.” And he says the federal
government has to “rein in all types
of spending” but he cautioned the
PPC plan would have some serious
consequences. “The only way to do
that is by dramatic and drastic cuts,”
said Ranade.

“That’s not what I said,” shot back
Mitchell. “Don’t put words in my
mouth.”

The NDP’s Jason Henry is also
“concerned about a (PPC) plan that
would bring us back to zero” and
asked if health care, child care or the
NDP’s proposal for pharma care would
be cut. Or if the money would come
from funding given to Indigenous
communities.

Mitchell says Party Leader Maxime
Bernier has promised the current
funding for Indigenous communities
would remain as it is.

Hull believes while the federal
government did what it had to during
the pandemic, the federal government
now needs to “look at every dollar
being spent.” And while Hull believes
the federal deficit has to be tackled,
he doesn’t want to cut services to get
there.

On reconciliation with Indigenous
people: The NDP, PPC and Liberal
candidates all agreed that reconciling
with Indigenous people requires
respect for people and the horrors
they’ve lived through, particularly at
residential schools. Ranade says on
a personal level, he has an obligation
to understand the history of Canada’s
treatment of Indigenous people and on
a political level to ask the communities
how and when they want to engage.

Mitchell says Canadians have to
recognize the damage done and have
empathy for the community. “It’s just
basic respect,” added Hull.

For Henry, an Indigenous man
who has felt the pain of Canada’s
actions, he decided to run to advance
reconciliation. “It’s not because I
was ready; Indigenous people have
been waiting,” he says. But this
summer’s outpouring on Canada Day,
particularly a 15,000 person march in
London, “to have a show of solidarity
so immense that it gave tears to people.

“It brought hope to the hopeless. I’'ve
been waiting for Canadians to pay
attention...for people to believe it is
time to reconcile.”

To see the full, two-hour debate, go
to The Independent of Petrolia and
Central Lambton’s Facebook page.

FRIDAY sEePT. 17™

W - __:‘L.‘
. VBBER'I'ENT:

7:30 START

- you'll get 2 tickets each for FREE FAIR FOOD
- bring your own chair
- movie is: A DOGS WAY HOME

Come Join With Us As We

%é/%g @M’ 1846-2021

P REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
. v 2022-2024 Care &
% @5 & Maintenance of Grass Cutting
0il Springs Cemetery

Additional information is available on our website:
www.oilsprings.ca

Please submit your RFPs in a sealed envelope marked
Village of Qil Springs Cemetery — Grass Maintenance

to the attention of: Municipal Administration Team
The Corporation of The Village of Qil Springs
4591 0il Springs Line, Box 22, Oil Springs, ON NON 1P0
by 4:00 p.m., Friday, October 29, 2021

LCDS & PETROLIA LIONS PRESENTS

BEER & WING
cds &... NIGHT

Sat, Sept 18 « 4-7pm
LIONS HALL, PETROLIA
10 wings plus veggies
Choose your sauce!
Join us for live music & great times!

- @

Check out and enjoy
ice cream from Dips Soft Serve
or Beer from Black Gold Brewery

Here's How It Works: Level: Beginner
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel

&) ()g the co-operators-

A Better Place For You®

) Give yourself peace of mind
with the right coverage for you.
Call us today!
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Shortened Jr C season starts Oct. 2

Barry Wright
The Independent

After much delay, the Provincial Junior
Hockey League has released its 2021-22
regular season schedule. The season is being
reduced from 40 to 32 games.

The season opener for Petrolia will be in
Mooretown on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 7:30.
The home opener for the Flyers will be
Thursday, Oct. 14 against the Wheatley
Sharks.

Each of Petrolia’s 16 home games will be
on a Thursday night.

The Flyers were scheduled to play a
preseason game at Exeter on Tuesday night,
but the score was not available prior to our
weekly press time.

An exhibition game between the Flyers

and Bulldogs last Friday in Mt. Brydges was
cancelled due to lack of referees.

The Bulldogs are scheduled to pay a visit
to Greenwood this Sunday at 7.

Meantime, the Flags lost 5-4 at home to
Wallaceburg in preseason play last weekend.

Quinton Johnson had two goals for
Mooretown in a losing cause.

Greg Hay and Logan Gardner also scored
for the Flags.

Seth Merritt scored twice for the
Thunderhawks with Noah Labonte scoring
the game-winner in the final minute of
regulation time.

Mooretown has two preseason games
this week. They travel to Wallaceburg
on Wednesday and welcome Dresden on
Saturday. Puck drop for both contests is
7:30.

Petrolia Oilers announce rep head coaches

The Independent

Petrolia Minor Hockey has announced
four of its rep head coaches for the coming
season.

Jeff Mailloux has been chosen to lead the
U18 squad, Ryan Stokes will be the bench
boss for the U15 team, Mark Sitzes gets the
nod with the U13 squad and Chris McPhail
will lead the U11 charges.

The PMHA says other coaching
announcements are in the works and will be
shared shortly.

Meantime, kids playing minor sports
indoors, including hockey, will not have to
show a vaccine passport.

The provincial government is giving an
update of the policy this afternoon.

There was some concern voiced by parents
in minor hockey that players would have
to show they had been vaccinated against
COVID-19 to play.

However, in a technical document released
this morning, the exemptions show children
under 12 will be exempt from the vaccine
passports as would “patrons under 18
years of age who are entering the indoor
premises of a facility used for sports and
recreational facilities soley for the purpose
of actively participating in an organized
sport, in accordance with Ministry of Health
guidance.”

Harper ties it up for Legionnaires in OT loss

The Independent

Plympton-Wyoming’s Austin Harper
scored with just over eight minutes
remaining in regulation time to pull the
Sarnia Legionnaires even at 4 in GOJHL
preseason action in Komoka.

But the home team scored less than three
minutes later and skated away with a 5-4

triumph.

Andrew Jacques had two goals for Sarnia
with Jake Dupuis adding the other and
contributing two assists. Carter Barron also
had two assists for the Legion.

The Legionnaires and Kings close out the
preseason with a game at the Sarnia Arena
tonight (Thurs) at 7:10.

Petrolia’s Hull re-signs for third season in Strathroy

The Independent

Blake Hull is returning to the Strathroy
Rockets of the Greater Ontario Junior
Hockey League. The graduate of both Pet-
rolia minor hockey and Lambton Jr. Sting
program re-signed with the Rockets last

Friday, a day before his 20th birthday.
Hull has previously played 88 regular
season and playoff games with Strathroy
from 2018-20.
He did not play last season because the
league shutdown over the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Alvinston’s Dolbear going to U23 national camp

Barry Wright
The Independent

Clay Dolbear is among 24 players to be
been chosen to attend Team Canada’s U23
Softball selection camp in Saskatoon from
Sept. 30-Oct. 3.

Dolbear, from Alvinston, won both a
provincial title and the Grand Slam of
Softball championship this season with the
Owen Sound Selects.

Those selected to the national team will
play a Pan Am continental qualifying
tournament early next year in Colombia.

The top four teams from that event will
compete in the inaugural U23 Men’s
Softball World Cup in Argentina in
November 2022.

The 21-year-old also played four seasons
with the Petrolia Flyers of the PJHL from
2016-20.

McGregor named to the para hockey roster

To the surprise of absolutely no one,
Tyler McGregor has been selected to Team
Canada’s para hockey roster for the 2021-22
season.

The Forest native was among 20 players

announced by Hockey Canada. Team
Canada is scheduled to play two series
against Team USA this season as well as
the Para Hockey Cup in Nova Scotia in
December.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Town of Plympton-Wyoming is comprised of lakefront, agri-cultural, and urban
properties, offering a wide range of facilities and services to provide its residents with a
comfortable community in which to live and to work.

We are a community with a population of over 8,000, located within the north central portion of Lambton
County in Southwestern Ontario. Fronting on the shores of Lake Huron, Plympton-Wyoming boasts
accessibility to Highway 402 for convenient travel to Sarnia, London, Toronto, and the U.S.A.

This new 2-year contract position will provide an exciting and challenging opportunity for a
qualified and experienced individual to join the Public Works Department as the
Engineering Coordinator

This position reports to the Director of Public Works.
Key responsibilities:
¢ Assist the Director with the development and maintenance of annual budgets and long-term capital plans
* Assist Director with developing, issuing and reviewing RFQs, RFPs and tenders for goods and
services
* Review, approve and administer permits for utilities crossings, entrance culverts, oversized loads, road
closures, lot grading and installation of services.
* Carry out regular spot inspections of development, infrastructure, facility, and utility construction
projects.
Identify and mitigate risk/liability in the operation and maintenance of municipal infrastructure
Assist in the development and ensuring adherence to health and safety regulations and policies
Assist with updating and maintaining the Town’s Geographical Information System
Ensure compliance with applicable provincial regulations
Correspond with the public in person, over the phone, through email and by mail to address concerns
and inquires
Preferred Qualifications/Experience:

* Working towards C.E.T. or C.Tech designation from the Association of Certified Engineers Technicians
and Technologist or equivalent designation.

A minimum of 2 years of municipal, public works or similar/related experience;

Must have demonstrated communication skills and proven technical abilities.

Extensive knowledge of Health and Safety and other applicable Provincial Legislation, codes and Acts;
Excellent critical thinking and problem solving skills;

Must have good computer skills;

Valid Ontario Driver’s License.

* An equivalent combination of experience and educations will be considered

Hours of Work: 40 hour work week, usual core hours are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday through Friday,
additional time may be required to attend meetings and attend emergency calls.

Our Town offers a salary range of $77,854 - $97,323 (2021 Salary Grid).

Interested individuals are asked to forward their resume and cover letter to:
Carolyn Tripp, Chief Administrative Officer (ctripp@plympton-wyoming.ca)
on or before October 8,2021 @ 4:00 p.m.

The Town of Plympton-Wyoming is seeking to employ a skilled, motivated

Executive Assistant - Deputy Clerk
with a high degree of professionalism, accuracy, and attention to detail to work
in the Clerks Department.

The Executive Assistant — Deputy Clerk is responsible for providing secretarial and related support
services to the Clerks Department and other Municipal Staff as required.
Key responsibilities:

* Provides general office support including clerical duties, records management, invoicing
and other related duties as required.

* Responds to inquiries in the Clerks Department from Council, staff, residents, businesses
and other levels of government/agencies, screens calls, schedules appointments, and
arranges meetings and amenities.

* Provides assistance with meeting preparations, report preparation and research material for
Committee/Council Meeting(s).

* Prepares correspondence, reports and related material for Town staff and Committees.

¢ Assists with licensing functions of the Clerks Department.

* Performs or assists with the duties of the Clerk under Provincial Legislation (including but not
limited to the Municipal Act, Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act,
Municipal Elections Act)

— Preparing public notices, meeting agendas, meeting minutes, staff reports, research and
drafting of by-laws, council highlights and follow-up;

— Coordinating records management and Freedom of Information requests;

— Assist with the coordination of municipal elections;

— Coordinating with and assisting the Clerk in performing the statutory duties of the Clerk in
their absence. Attending Council / Committee Meetings in the absence of the Clerk.

* Other duties as assigned.

Qualifications/Experience:

* Successful completion of post-secondary education in a related program or equivalent work

experience.

¢ A minimum of 3 years experience in a related field.

* Knowledge of all aspects of local government, municipal procedures and protocols and
municipal legislation regulations including but not limited to: the Municipal Act., Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Municipal Elections Act, and related
legislation would be an asset.

e Completion of AMCTO MAP Program or greater would be an asset.

* Advanced computer skills in data entry, word processing and other pertinent software
i.e. MS Office Word, Access, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook. Knowledge of Agenda creation
software would be an asset.

 Excellent organizational, communication and public relations/customer service skills are
essential.

¢ Must have a valid Class “G” Driver’s License

Hours of Work: 35 hour work week, usual core hours are 8:30am-4:30pm.
Our Town offers a hourly rate of $32.37 - $40.46 (2021 Rate).

Interested individuals are asked to forward their resume and cover letter no later than
4:30 pm on October 8, 2021 to:
Carolyn Tripp, Chief Administrative Officer (ctripp @plympton-wyoming.ca)

The Town is an equal opportunity employer which values diversity in the workplace. Please inform us if you require any accommodations
to ensure you can participate fully and equally during the recruitment and selection process.

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Privacy Protection Act, all information collected under the authority of the
Municipal Act, 2001, will be used only during the selection process for the subject of this posting.
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Celebration of Life

Celebrations

Card of Thanks

/ / / %@
8 ' ¢
for 7

Christjne
Jaques

@ The Wyoming Legion - 493 Erie St

In Memory

W LOVING

_wempsy - Jean Isabel Woods

SEPTEMBER 2016
Sadly missed and \§‘\
lovingly remembered by .
sister Linda & family

In Memory of

GARNET MOORE

who passed away September 19, 2006

As days turn into years,
And memories become tears,
. We only wish that
| you were here
- To share our lives with you.

Always in our hearts -
Donna, Ross & Donna, Bryan,
Scott & Elise and Families

In loving memory of a
dear husband, step father, step-grandfather & friend

WAYNE LENNAN

November 15, 1942 - September 20, 2018.

To us he was someone special,
Someone set apart.

His memory will live forever,

Engraved within our hearts.

Sadly missed and -
lovingly remembered by (,' ¥
Bea \ .

at |'. " Ta | uii &
Joe, Bernadine, Tony, Emma & Jesse q' ™ ; Ilu'lp il
Mike, Maria & Alyssa | ii'l m ‘dl

MARSH, Barbara Jane

In memory of a loving wife & mother
Barbara Jane Marsh,
who left us September 18, 2008
Every day, in some special way
Memories of you come our way.
Tough absent, you are ever near
Still missed, still loved, and ever dear.

Always loved and remembered by
BRIAN & ERIC

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving You Always
Forgetting you never.
Forever in our hearts,

Murray and Mary,
Kevin, Brenda and families

NOW & THEN

Septaniben 17, 1977~ Septandber 17, 2027

CELEBRATI

— Gy Yppors—

Jim & Deb Bygrove

Frank William Riedl
@ Q As a family we would like to express our deepest gratitude
Y ) for all the beautiful flowers donations in Frank’s honour,

OU cards and the very special words of comfort that that we
received following the passing our dear hushand, father,
grandfather, and brother on May 8, 2021.

We know how much he loved and cared for each and every
one of you. That is who he was. He will be missed.

Your thoughtfulness and sympathy, are truly appreciated.

Thank You!
Lynne Reidl, Becky, Craig, Jenny,
and Frankie and families.

Hector Audette may have lost his
battle with cancer, but he was never
in the trenches fighting alone. Many
thanks to his socially distanced ‘Deck
Buddies, who filled his days with
smiles, wonderful memories and
sunflowers. To his kind & talented
‘Home Improvement Buddies’

who helped to get his To-Do list, to done. To the amazing
Pharmacy Team at Guardian, who never ceased to amaze
when they kept up with medications that sometimes changed
by the hour. Thank you. To all of the fine Nurses at VON,
who delivered exemplary care during unprecedented times.
To Dr Maddison and his Team for their amazing care. For
the late night calls and clever solutions when he was in
uncharted territory, we thank you. For all of the Staff at St
Joseph's Hospice, you have our gratitude. You took such
good care of Hector & never stopped seeing the man beneath
the diagnosis. To Reverend Michelle of Christ Church, for
Hospice visits and a perfect Service, celebrating a great man,
rather than simply mourning him. For flowers and food and
cards of encouragement, and then of sympathy. Thank you.
And finally, most heartfelt thanks to our families and to the
HWW & their men. You all carried us through the darkest of
days. Hector was so very lucky to have known you all, and so
are we.

Thank you all most sincerely.
Jennifer, Philippe, Kaitlynd, Dominique and Alison.

“It’s hard to turn the page

when you know someone

b won't be in the next chapter,
— \ " but the story must go on.”
—_— - THOMAS WILDER

e ———

In Memory -

WHITING

Howard Franklin
In loving memory of our
father, who passed away ,

September 18th, 1967
Today recalls sad memories

Of our dear father
gone to rest
And the ones that think
of him today
Are the ones that
loved him best.

Always with love Kim & Lisa

WHITING

Kevin Howard Daryl
In loving memory of our
beloved brother,

e

I =
"""'"?ll,’u“"ﬂ

and Road Services.

TOWN OF PLYMPTON-WYOMING

Notice of Passing of a
Development Charges By-law

Pursuant to the Development Charges Act 1997, the Council of the Town of Plympton-
Wyoming has passed a Development Charges By-law.

By-law No. 98 passed on September 8, 2021, sets out a range of charges to be
collected from new residential development within the boundaries of the Town of
Plympton-Wyoming. The development charges are calculated on a “per unit” basis for
residential development and a “square metre” basis for non-residential development.
A key map has not been provided as the Municipality-wide charges apply to all lands
located within the boundaries of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming.

The following table summarizes the development charges per unit for the service
areas. The services being collected for through development charges include: Fire
Services, Parks and Recreation, Public Works - Fleet and Facilities, Administration,

Residential and Non-Residential Development Charges

who passed away Service Sin :  UIni
gle & Semi- | Multi-Units & | Apartment Non-
September 25th, 2910 Category Detached Unit | Townhouses | (per unit)| Residential
Of all the many blessings, (per unit) (per unit) (per sq. m)
However great or small, .
To have had you for a brother, Fire $918 $648 $575 $0.16
Was the greatest one of all, _
The family chain parks and $657 $464 $411 $
is lgroken now,
And nothing seems the same Public Works - $1,390 $981 $870 $0.24
But as God takes us Fleet and
onebyone Facilities
The chain will link again. — -
Forever in our hearts ;_Agﬁgig,;ratlon $340 $240 $213 $0.06
Kim, Lisa, Allen,
Kathy, Tracy and Brian Roads $7,576 $5,349 $4,742 $1.22
WHITING !I\_llol.;g;mpal-Wlde $10,881 $7,682 $6,811 $1.67

Kevin Howard Daryl
In memory of my son,
who passed away
September 25th, 2010

He had a nature you
could not help loving
And a heart that was
purer than gold
And to those who
knew him and loved him
His memory will never
grow cold.
Erin Kwarciak, Clerk

Love Always Mom

A copy of By-law No. 98 may be examined at the Town Office, 546 Niagara Street,
Wyoming Ontario, during regular office hours (weekdays from 8:30am to 4:30pm) or
on the municipal website at www.plympton-wyoming.com

Any person or organization may appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal under Section
14 of the Act, in respect of the development charge by-law, by filing with the Clerk of
the Town of Plympton-Wyoming on or before the 18th day of October, 2021 a notice
of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons supporting the
objection. The appellant is advised to contact the Ontario Land Tribunal to access the
required forms and applicable Provincial fees.

Dated at the Town of Plympton-Wyoming, this 9th day of September 2021.
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Tenders Wanted to Buy For Rent: Commercial  Obituary
ANTIQUES, UNIQUES, COLLECT- FOR RENT: Commercial space
FARM Fon SAI.E IBLES and STUFF - Phone Chad  available in historic downtown THOMPSON
519-639-9102. Petrolia. This former flower shop Nancy Sue
BY TENDER is approximately 1,000 square feet 1959 - 2021

David, Susan and Scott Stocking are accepting tenders for the
purchase of East 1/2 Lot 28, Concession 12, Except Part 1 Plan
25R10433; 1637 Oakdale Road, Township of Dawn-Euphemia,
County of Lambton, consisting of 98 acres.

The Vendor makes no representations about the state of the land or
its fitness for any particular purpose. Inspections of the farm can be
arranged by calling Scott Stocking at 519-401-7133.

Tenders are to be submitted in a sealed envelope to: THOMAS
G. CHALMERS, 12 Victoria Street, P.0. Box 190, Thamesville,
Ontario, NOP 2K0. Tenders are to be accompanied by a certified
cheque in the amount of $10,000.00 payable to Thomas G.
Chalmers, In Trust. Cheques will be returned if the tender is not
accepted.

Tenders will be accepted until 4:30 pm on October 22, 2021.
Inquires are to be directed to Thomas G. Chalmers (519-692-
3842). Tender forms are available at his office, 12 Victoria Street,
Thamesville, Ontario NOP 2K0.

THOMAS G. CHALMERS, Barrister & Solicitor
12 Victoria Street, Box 190, Thamesville, ON NOP 2K0
Ph: 519-692-3842 | Fax: 519-692-5455

D
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withtheright | 7315191681241 - s
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Real Estate

184 John St.

Watford

E Triplet available for investors, great
. investment. Located in a quiet neighbourhood
‘& in Watford within walking distance to all
amenities. Fully rented w/long term tenants,
electricity and natural gas have separate
meters in this well-maintained property. There

are 2-single bdrm units and one 2-bdrm unit.
The total gross rent is $1,200/mth. This home
- could easily be converted back to a family
home w/granny suite or a large single-family
home with a potential for 5 or 6 bdrms. Low
w= taxes, large rear yard, 4 parking spaces, high

- speed unlimited internet available. Live in one
unitand let the other 2 - tenants pay the
mortgage!

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford « 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com

Leo Stanatan Sales Representative
Direct: 519-878-5981 - leo@shanahanrealty.com - Fax-519.849.6683

J

Business & Service

Directory
BOUR ryglj E

RENOVATIO

Additions - Renovations
Kitchens & Baths
Trim Work - Custom Carpentry

329 Centre 5t., Petrolia

www. bourguerenovalions.com

-3344

519-88

Coming Event

St. Paul’'s United Church, Petrolia
is hosting a fundraiser to fight Cli-
mate Change: 100 KM DINNER
TAKE OUT DINNER - on Satur-
day, Sept. 25 from 4:00-7:00 pm
- Advance Tickets Only $50 with a
$25 tax receipt. Food sourced pri-
marily from within 100 km. Call,
text or email Ruth Syer 519-383-
9085 arsyer@brktel.on.ca

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

IS
MONDAY
@ 12 NOON

of retail space in a prime location
at 4183 Petrolia Line. Call or text
519-466-0545.

Wanted

FARMLAND - Do you want a farm-
er who wants and values your
opinion on how to best farm your
land ? One who will work with you
to develop a crop plan, discuss
when your farm is fit to plant and
harvest to minimize compaction
and maximise profit for the long
term? Then call Shawn at Font
Farms (519) 384-2855.

Buying

Buying All Jewelry - Gold, Ster-
ling, ALL COINS - Friday Sept
24, Petrolia Legion, 457 Huggard
St., Petrolia 9am-4pm - Windup
watches, All Coins, Paper Money.
BUYING MILITARY+ Coins - Free
Estimates any GOLD & SILVER JEW-
ELRY, Mint sets, Sterling Flatware,
All COINS, CANADA, USA, WORLD,
53 Years' Experience. House calls
available Dan W. Jones B.A.Ed., 53
YEARS Exp., 519-818-1805

At Huronview Home, Clinton on
Wednesday, September 8, 2021
Nancy Sue Thomson (nee Swan)
of Seaforth passed away in her
63rd year. Beloved wife of Mike
Thomson and loving mother of
Abby. Dear daughter of Nancy
Coleman (late Cap Swan) and
sister of late Bill Swan (Connie),
John (Cate) Swan, Scott (Jenn)
Swan and Marty (Mary-Anne)
Swan and sister-in-law to David
Thomson, Peter (Lori) Thomson, Jacqueline Saby, Robert Thomson,
Samantha (Chuck) Terpstra. Also survived by her nephews, nieces,
uncles, aunts and cousins. A private service has already taken place.
The service was held on Saturday, September 11, 2021 at Van Heck
Funeral Home, Alvinston followed by interment at the Alvinston
Cemetery.

SheIs Gone
You can shed tears that she is gone, or you can smile because she has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back,
or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left.
Your heart can be empty because you can't see her,
oryour can be full of the love that you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday,
or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.
You can remember her and only that she is gone,
or you can cherish her memory and let it live on.
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back,
or you can do what she would want: smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

S

Christ Anglican Church

414 Oil Street, Petrolia

Welcome B aCk! 416 Queen Street, Petrolia
In - P erson (Behind the Post Office)
Church Services In Person Service
Sunday Mornings now back Sundays
@ 11:00 am @ 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee
Church Office 519-882-1430

n christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

Services also available online:
www.standrews-petrolia.ca

n Pastor John MacIntosh

St. Paul’s
United Church

4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In Person Services

Church Office: 519-882-1390

www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

: Sunday Mornings ) .
now taking place ; 3{30am & Sunday’s @ 9:30 am
, [ ]
Sunday’s @ 10am Pastor: Alex Craig Rev. Steven Longmoore
Church Office 519-882-2480 Church Office 519-845-3963
Rev. Carey Wagner email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com wyoming_united@outlook.com

First Baptist Church

418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

IN PERSON
CHURCH SERVICE

www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

In Person Services
taking place

Find us on Facebook
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FEDERAL NEEQD
ELECTION / MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

#1tsOurVote

Are you planning to vote?

You can register and vote at your polling station
on election day if you:

¢ are a Canadian citizen
e are at least 18 years old
e prove your identity and address

Check your voter information card to find out
where and when you can vote.

Your health and safety is our priority.

At your polling station, poll workers will be wearing masks. There will also be:

c} x - x 2

~

Hand sanitizer Clear physical

Only one poll worker per desk
stations distancing markers

behind a plexiglass barrier

When you go to vote, don’t forget:

Wear a mask We will provide you with a single-use Practice physical distancing by
pencil to mark your ballot, or you can staying at least two metres away
bring your own pen or pencil from voters and poll workers

If you think you have COVID-19, follow your local health authority’s guidelines and stay home.

Stay safe. Vote safe.

Visit elections.ca for the official information on voting

1, te 0 ur Vo‘te and the health and safety measures in place D

1-800-463-6868 / elections.ca / B TTY 1-800-361-8935 Elections Canada
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