
Vol. 9, Issue 6 Newsstand Price $1.50 per week Thursday, October 7, 2021

ONE-OF-A-KIND, MILLENNIUM HERITAGE DEALERSHIP

519-849-7000
1-855-849-1199

Fax: 519-849-7700 • email: sales@groganford.com
Box 220, 5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford, ON N0M 2S0

519-849-7777
1-855-849-1222

sales
service

ONE-OF-A-KIND, MILLENNIUM HERITAGE DEALERSHIP

519-849-7000
1-855-849-1199

Fax: 519-849-7700 • email: sales@groganford.com
Box 220, 5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford, ON N0M 2S0

519-849-7777
1-855-849-1222

sales
service

519-849-7000
1-855-849-1199

Fax: 519-849-7700 • email: sales@groganford.com
Box 220, 5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford, ON N0M 2S0

519-849-7777
1-855-849-1222

sales
service

519-849-7000
1-855-849-1199

Fax: 519-849-7700 • email: sales@groganford.com
Box 220, 5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford, ON N0M 2S0

519-849-7777
1-855-849-1222

sales
service

heather Wright photo

Members of the Leitch family were a colourful part of the Brooke-alvinston-Watford Fall Fair parade Saturday. Members of the 
family were surrounded by quilts and here, they recognized a spectator and gave a big shout out as they passed by on river 
Street as one of the youngest members of the family peeked through the quilts to see what the commotion was all about. For more 
parade photos see page 16.

Friendly Fall GreetinG

Search continues 
to murder victim
Heather Wright
the independent

The grim search at Twin Creeks Landfill 
in Watford continues for a second body of a 
Markham couple murdered in Vaughan.

York Regional Police recovered the 
body of one of two people missing from 
Markham at Twin Creeks Landfill Sept. 
29. About a dozen officers and a Canine 
Unit were looking through an active cell of 
Ontario’s largest landfill for several hours. A 
drone was also used in the search.

The department is investigating the 
disappearance of Quoc Tran, 37, and Kristy 
Nguyen, 25, of Markham. Police believe 
they were victims of foul play in a targeted 
attack.

A news release says they were last seen in 
an industrial area in Vaughan Saturday Sept. 
18 around 5:30 pm. Investigators believe 
they “were victims of a targeted attack.”

“Through investigation, the remains of one 
body has been recovered at Twin Creeks 
Landfill and Environmental Center in 
Watford Ontario,” police said. 

SEE MURDER PG 2

Rapid COVID 
test in schools 
not a given in 
Lambton
Heather Wright
the independent

Lambton’s medical officer of health is not 
jumping at the chance to use rapid antigen 
tests in local schools.

The provincial government will be giv-
ing rapid tests to public health units in 
COVID-19 hotspots to help slow the spread 
of the virus in schools.

Right now, Lambton has some of the high-
est virus transmission rates in the province 
with statistics showing Lambton now has 70 
cases of COVID for every 100,000 people. 
That’s second only to Chatham-Kent with 
103 per 100,000. But the medical officers 
of health in both communities are hesitant 
about the new program.

SEE RAPID TEST PG 2
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Register for your
Tree Certificate

519-882-2350

Trees are available while they last!
Limited to ONE per address.

BY PHONE ONLY!

Tuesday, Oct 12, 2021 
starting at 8:30am

Pick Up your
Tree Certificate
AT TOWN HALL
Between Oct 13-22

Pick Up & Plant
Your Trees

Must have certificate to pick up tree.

FROM WINDOVER NURSERIES
Friday, October 22
from 8am-6pm

available this year

Thereare

Celebration Maple
Fall Colour – Orange, Yellow 
and Red on the same tree.

Hackberry
Very tolerant, grows broad, 40-70 foot with 
50 foot spread.  Spearhead shaped leaves.  
Produces small, dark red berries - greatfor 

birds.

Autumn Blaze Maple
 Fire-red Fall colour, virtually keyless, 

50 foot growth. 

Tulip Tree
The tulip tree is a large, fast-growing tree, 

up to 35 metres tall with a trunk up to 
160 cm in diameter. 

NEW THIS YEAR!
by donation from

Morgan Red Maple
 Open habit, oval rounded, very fast 
growing, to 45ft (14m) tall and 40ft 

(12m) wide.   Leaves large, deeply 3-lobed 
(usually), side lobes rather wide spread, 
fall color orange-red to red to purplish.

5
TOWN OF PETROLIA
PROPERTY OWNERS

At Lambton Audiology Associates, we believe that providing 
exceptional audiological care should be the rule, not the 
exception. That’s why we work extra hard to provide the highest 
level of patient care and customer support in our community. 
After all, We’re here to help YOU hear better! ®

CALL US TODAY TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

• Hearing assessments for all ages
• Hearing aid batteries 

and accessories
• Assistive listening devices
• Tinnitus treatment program
• Hearing help classes

• Home visits
• Convenient Saturday appointments
• Caring for Sarnia-

Lambton since 1988
• Balance Assessment 

and Rehabilitation

OUR SERVICES

SARNIA
 519-542-0569

 102-1433 London Rd. 
Sarnia, ON

PETROLIA
226-738-0401

 4-4119 Petrolia Line 
Petrolia, ON

HAVE YOU  
HEARD?

www.lambtonaudiology.comwww.lambtonaudiology.com

433 St. George St. • Dresden
519-683-2463

www.facebook.com/babcockjewellers

Oct. 5th - 23rd
Open Tues  - Sat : 9 - 4 All Regular Priced In-Store Merchandise 

with EXTRA savings up to 65% off!

20% OFF
stOrewide

CustOmer AppreCiAtiOn

Maximum number of customers in store at once.  Face masks required.

68th AnniversAry
Sale30%

 off 

Estate Jewellery!
Shop NOW for Christmas!

CON’T FROM PG 1
“Investigators continue efforts to 

recover the second body, which is 
believed to be at the same location.” 
At press time, the second victim had 
yet to be recovered as police used 
backhoes to move the garbage in the 
area while more trash is brought into 
the site daily.

York Police have issued a Canada-
wide warrant for a 35 year-old man in 
connection with the disappearance of 

the couple. 
Phuong Tan Nguyen  - who uses the 

name Mike - is considered armed and 
dangerous

A second man has been arrested and 
charged with being an accessory to 
murder. 

Police received tips from the public 
after pictures of a vehicle were 
released. Recaldo Liburd was arrested 
and charged with two counts of 
accessory after the fact.

Quoc
Tran

Kristy
Nguyen

Murder victim found in landfill, second victim yet to be found

CON’T FROM PG 1
Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. 

Keiran Moore, says the testing will 
only be for unvaccinated students in 
schools and licensed child care settings 
when local medical officers of health 
thinks there is a need for it.

“We are all in agreement schools 
should be the first to open and the last 
to close, this is an extra tool to keep 
our children in the classroom,” says 
Moore, adding this will help identify 
and prevent transmission in schools 
and licensed child care settings and 
hopes it will reduce the number of 
COVID-19 cases. 

Moore says routine rapid antigen 
screening of fully vaccinated students 
is not currently recommended because 
the COVID-19 vaccines are effective 
and false positives could “disrupt 

learning.”
Hours after the announcement, 

Lambton’s Medical Officer of Health, 
Dr. Sudit Ranade, was unsure if the 
new tool would be used in Lambton 
where eight students in five schools are 
currently COVID-19 positive.

“I wish that they had just come out 
with some clear guidelines, rather 
than saying, ‘Oh, it’s up to you and if 
you want it, you go ahead,’ because 
that leaves us in a really challenging 
situation. There’s no real guidance 
about what would constitute enough 
community spread that we should 
be using this test,” Ranade told The 
Independent. 

“I think the thinking is, maybe if you 
use rapid testing really well, you can 
keep a bunch of schools open even in 
the face of lots of community spread, 
and I’m not sure that that’s true.”

And he says while parents may want 
the tests to be reassured their students 
are fine, that may not be the result of 
rapid testing.

“It’s better used in situations with 
non-symptomatic people. But even in 
those situations it can lead to either 
false positives or a situation where 
you’re falsely reassured about what 
to do. So these are the challenges 
that nobody’s really figured out about 
these tests and you need to know those 
things in order to use that intervention 
in the best way.”

Chatham-Kent’s Medical Officer 
of Health, Dr. David Colby also isn’t 
ready to jump on the rapid testing 
bandwagon. 

Colby, who has voiced concern about 
rapid testing before, says he “doesn’t 
see a routine use for rapid testing.”

Rapid COVID-19 testing not a slam dunk in Lambton

Heather Wright
The Independent

The directors of education in the re-
gion are trying to reassure parents the 
number of children who are unmasked 
in schools is not rising dramatically.

Both the Lambton-Kent District 
School Board and the St. Clair 
Catholic District School Board 
officials were deflecting online 
criticism about mask exemptions. 

Parents and social media users called 
out the public board specifically after 
a conversation surfaced in a Facebook 
group which claimed it was easy to get 
a mask exemption for a child.

One mother said it was as easy as 
writing a note to the principal. Another 
in Petrolia said her children had both 
been granted exemptions.

John Howitt, the director of the 
public board, says the number of 
requests for exemption did increase 
at the beginning of the school year as 
2,400 more students returned to class 
after spending last year online.

But Howitt says “more requests for 

mask exemptions are declined than are 
permitted.” 

Parents, he says, can’t get an 
exemption with a note only. If it is 
for a medical reason, it can only be 
for a medical condition the family 
has already told the schools about. 
For example, a school would have 
to already be aware a student has 
asthma if parents are saying that’s the 
reason their child can’t wear a mask 
in the classroom as mandated by the 
province.

Howitt says there are also some 
exemptions granted for anxiety issues.

“Our mask exemption policy is 
consistent with the Ministry of 
Education expectation, it has been 
vetted through both Lambton Public 
Health as well as Chatham Kent Public 
Health and it has been consistent since 
last year, there have been no changes,” 
says Howitt.

“We have had an increase in 
mask exemptions this year that 
is proportionate to the number of 
students who have returned from the 
virtual school.

“There has been a slight increase, but 
it is still a very small percentage of our 
students.”

The director of the Catholic board 
agrees the number of requests for 
exemptions rose at the beginning of 
the school year, however many were 
turned down.

While the number of cases of 
COVID-19 in schools is higher 
than it was at this time last year, the 
directors are assuring parents the virus 
is coming into the schools from the 
community. Howitt says while there 
may be cases at many schools, there 
aren’t many cases overall. Oct. 1 the 
public board had 39 total cases with 12 
in the Catholic board. 

Howitt says most of those cases came 
from outside school grounds. 

“The number of confirmed cases 
for students being infected in 
the community continues to be 
significantly greater than students 
infected in a school setting,” says 
Howitt. “Statistically our schools and 
our classrooms continue to be safe.”

- wITh fILes fROM ALex KuRIAL/LOCAL JOuRnALIsM 
InITIATIVe

schools say it isn’t easy to get a mask exemption in Lambton

Arnold bows out of Remembrance Day banquet to avoid a mask
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

“There’s no way I can wear a 
mask that long, I’ll be passed out 
somewhere.”

St. Clair Mayor Steve Arnold told 
his council Monday he’ll be bowing 
out of the annual Remembrance Day 
Honours and Awards Dinner hosted 
by the Legion due to the indoor mask 
requirement. He’s not opposed to the 
mandate but says physically he just 
can’t do it. 

“There is no way I can wear a mask 

for three and a half hours. So I’m 
looking for someone to take my place 
at the Legion that night,” Arnold said.

Councillor Pat Brown volunteered to 
take the mayor’s place and represent 
council at the event. 

Arnold did say he’ll be in attendance 
during outdoor Remembrance Day 
Services including the wreath laying 
ceremony at the Village Clock Tower 
Memorial in Corunna Nov. 11. 

Later in the meeting council 
discussed a vaccine policy for all 
municipal staff but tabled it to 
their next meeting later this month. 

Councillors wanted more time to 
consult with local unions on the 
specifics of the proposal. 

“It certainly wouldn’t hurt to have 
some discussions with them,” says 
CAO John Rodey.

The draft policy says any township 
employee who isn’t fully vaccinated 
by December will have to submit a 
negative rapid antigen test at their own 
expense every week. Failure to do so 
can result in a person’s dismissal from 
their position. 

- The InDepenDenT
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ENDLESS JOY

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
Let not the mighty man glory in his might,
Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;
But let him who glories glory in this,
That he understands and knows Me,
That I am the Lord, exercising loving kindness,
Judgment and righteousness in the earth.” Jeremiah 9: 23-24

People and circumstances change everyday, making happiness an ‘elusive’ goal,
Success and prosperity can disappear, only God’s love satisfy’s the soul.
Without Jesus, life is no more than repetitive cycles, mimicked, each day,
Perishable pursuits bring emptiness; self-centerness blinds the way.

From an earthly perspective, death is the ultimate equalizer, of all,
But, Jesus sacrificial gift at Calvary, defeated death thru satan’s fall.
The only true purpose of life, is to ‘revere’ and ‘obey’, God’s will,
One irrevocable breath, a lifetime, squandered or endlessly filled?

One question lingers, balancing ‘Eternal’ life or death, for you and me,
Is He Lord of your life, has His ‘redeeming’ Blood, ‘cleansed’ and set you ‘free’?

His Promise
Dear Lord Jesus, this ‘Thanksgiving’ finds me thankless and so separated from you.
Please ‘forgive’ all my sins; I invite you into my heart to be Lord of my life.
I will live for you alone and ‘thank-you’ for your redeeming blood, which you shed at
Calvary for me and the assurance of an ‘Eternal’ home in Heaven, with you.Amen.

GROGAN FORD LINCOLNGROGAN-WATFORD

9 am - 4 pm
Petrolia lions Hall
457 Huggard St., Petrolia

Next to Arena  
PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE

53 years experience
serving petrolia since 2004!
Dan W. Jones B.A.B. Ed.
519-818-1805

GolD 
silVer

CASH
For

sat, oct 23

all JeWelrY
all coins
toP Price

PaiD

heather wright photo

the little members of the Minten and ward families of the watford area were as close as they could get to the action at the Brooke-alvinston-
watford Fall Fair’s tractor pull Friday night, watching the pickup trucks pull. this was the only appearance this year for the modified trucks and 
tractors as pandemic regulations until now had forced most fall fairs to cancel their events. Brooke-alvinston was planning a Demolition Derby as 
well but it was rained out. it will be held oct. 23. 

FEELING THE NEED FOR SPEED

LtC workers must have CoViD vaccine to work
Heather Wright
the independent

Workers in long term care homes – from 
everyone involved in direct resident care to 
support workers, students and volunteers 
– will have to be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by Nov. 15.

Minister of Long Term Care, Rod Phillips, 
says only those with a valid medical 
exemption will be excused from the new 
requirement.

“Vaccination rates of staff in many homes 
are not high enough in the face of the risk 
posed by the Delta variant, and this is 
putting vulnerable residents at risk,” says 
Phillips in a news release. By the end of 
August, 44 per cent of the homes had staff 
vaccination rates below 90 per cent.

“We need to take this step now.”
The minister has increasingly faced calls 

to implement a mandatory vaccine policy in 
long term care as the number of homes with 
COVID cases is increasing. 

On Oct. 4, there are 17 long term care 
homes with COVID-19 outbreaks and 
another resident passed away from COVID 
- the second resident in a week. Hundreds 
more are forced back into isolation because 
of the cases in their homes.

The province is in the middle of offering 
the third dose of the vaccine to seniors in 
long term care. About 64 per cent of the 
doses have been given already.

Some homes have already made 
COVID-19 vaccination mandatory. In 
Petrolia, Mike Fiddick, in a social media 
post, said that anyone who worked inside 
Fiddick’s Nursing Home would have to be 
fully vaccinated by Oct. 18. At the time of 
the post Aug. 31, he said 87 per cent of the 
staff had been fully vaccinated.

Statistics released by the ministry today 
show 89 per cent of the staff are fully 
vaccinated and 92 per cent have had their 

first shot.
In comparison, at Lambton Meadowview, 

79 per cent of the staff is fully vaccinated; 
83 per cent have had their first dose.

The only people who won’t have to show 
proof of full vaccination in long term care 
homes are families of residents and essential 
care givers. At Fiddicks, they will have to 
have a rapid test to enter.

“By making vaccines mandatory for all 
team members, we are strengthening our 
commitment to doing everything possible 
to keep COVID-19 out of our homes and 
communities,” Fiddick said.

There has been concern that mandatory 
vaccines could force some workers out of 
the industry at a time when there are already 
massive labour shortages. Phillips says a 
COVID outbreak at any home could take 
out even more employees. And he urged 
health care workers to get vaccinated.

“The staff, who I know take their duties 
to the residents very, very seriously, I urge 
them to get that vaccination.”

One Lambton long term care home 
has heard that call clearly; data from the 
ministry shows 96 per cent of the staff at 
Watford Quality Care were vaccinated by 
the end of August.

Here are the vaccination rates of staff 
in long term care in Lambton County 
by percentage as of the end of August 
according to the ministry:

Lambton Meadowview 83 first dose/79 
second;

Fiddicks, Petrolia 92 first dose/89 second;
Afton Park Place Sarnia 87 first/71 second;
Marshall Gowland, Sarnia 91 first/88 

second;
North Lambton, Forest 89 first/87 second;
Sumac, Sarnia 87 first/81 second;
Trillium, Sarnia 88 first/87 second;
Twin Lakes, Sarnia 81 first/71 second;
Vision, Sarnia 89 first/81 second;
Watford Quality Care 96 first/96 second.

Christmas market comes to petrolia Dec. 4
As the Petrolia Farmers’ Market heads into 

its final weekends, the town is planning a 
Christmas Market.

Offficals say the one-day market will 
be Dec. 4 between 10 am and 4 pm. The 
Christmas Market will feature a variety 

of arts, crafts, food vendors, breweries 
and wineries. Vendors will be selected by 
lottery because there will be limited spaces 
available. The town holds a regular Saturday 
market and over the summer hosted a 
Tuesday night market.
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

Petrolia heritage Photo

While this was well before Petrolia/enniskillen Firefighter Ken henry’s time, we thought we’d show you the first 
fire hall the 50 year veteran worked at, Victoria hall. While this is at the turn of the century, henry says his first 
fire hall was at Victoria hall. it was also the scene of one of the most memorable fires of his career - when town 
hall caught fire Jan. 25, 1989.

Newspapers: 
defenders of the truth
It may sound like we are patting ourselves on the 

back, however this is National Newspaper Week 
and we believe it’s important to talk about why local 
journalism matters. 

Newspapers play a critical role in an active and 
healthy democracy by providing original content that 
cannot be found anywhere else. That’s particularly true 
of local newspapers like The Independent. 

In the age of disinformation and so called fake 
news, newspapers are among the few credible news 
sources, helping their readers stay informed, holding 
governments and individuals accountable and sparking 
meaningful conversations. Access to high-quality and 
trusted news greatly improves the lives of residents 
across the country by giving them the information they 
need.

The pandemic is a prime example of this. We 
all know of people who have fallen into the trap 
of believing false information on social media. In 
Lambton, those false beliefs have lead to lower 
vaccination rates, more cases of COVID-19 and even 
needless deaths.

Local journalists work hard to make sure you receive 
accurate information about what is happening in your 
community so you can make decisions that are best for 
you, your families and your community.

But increasingly, it is hard for small local newspapers 
to make that difference in your lives. The Independent 
runs on a staff of about three people. That’s not enough 
to dig deep on the some of the issues that Lambton has. 
In fact, we submit, there is not a news organization 
in this region that has the ability to do investigative 
work and that is to the detriment of the community as 
government and politicians are not held to account. 

So, how can you help? 
Supporting the Canadian news media industry is 

as simple as subscribing to your local paper, writing 
a letter to the editor, or reminding your friends and 
family just how much we all rely on newspapers 
to keep communities thriving. Plus, we can all feel 
confident when discussing newspaper content that 
we’re sharing fact-based, credible information. 

Editorial

4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON  N0N 1R0 • 226-738-0728

The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright.
No material from this edition may be reproduced without expressed

written consent of The Independent of Petrolia & Central Lambton ©
 Publisher / Editor: Heather Wright
  news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca
 Reporters: Alex Kurial
 Sales Associates: sales@petrolialambtonindependent.ca
 Classi�eds / Graphics: Meg Forstmanis
  o�ce@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Subscription Rates: $55.00/year within 50 kms of Petrolia Post O�ce
 $65.00/year outside of 50 km radius       $75.00/year other provinces
 (HST included on all prices)    Subscriptions are non-refundable

www.petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Publications Mail Registration No. 42663514
Proud host of the Local Journalism Initiative
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Opinion •  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

Former mayor questions Petrolia staff’s ability to apply for grants 
EDITOR:

As a former councillor and mayor 
who played with dinosaurs as a 
kid, I have a question; when did the 
Municipal Act change to allow staff to 

apply for grants without prior approval 
from council? 

If that’s the case, the Town of 
Petrolia could save some taxpayers 
money by eliminating the position of 

mayor and council.

Marcel Beaubien
Petrolia, ON

Vaccines are divisive; find every avenue to beat COVID says reader
EDITOR:

I am a COVID vaccinated resident of 
Petrolia, Ontario and intend to use the 
vax passport to continue life as normal 
as possible. 

BUT, I would like to strongly 
encourage our political and medical 
leaders to pursue every avenue 
available to beat this COVID-19 virus.  

The current approach of vaccination 

being the only answer is dividing 
families, friends and communities.  
By embracing proven drug therapies 
alongside vaccinations and rapid 
testing, we can bring COVID under 
control and remove the wedge 
separating the difference of opinions 
of friends, families, communities and 
countries.

Continuing to say vaccination is the 

only way out is further ostracizing 
people who are unsure, won’t or can’t 
get vaccinated.  

Please open your mind and explore 
every possible solution to this very 
divisive problem.

Bill Fulcher
Petrolia, ON

Local optometrist cuts hours as eye exam fight drags on
Heather Wright
The Independent

Jessica St. Pierre has spent the last 
month turning away patients who want 
eye exams. 

And the Petrolia optometrist says 
with the lack of movement from the 
Ontario government to solve a long 
standing billing issue, she’s going to 
have to keep doing it for a while.

Ontario’s optometrists are locked in 
a funding fight with the Ford govern-
ment. The government has underfund-
ed eye care for 30 years and St. Pierre 
says optometrists have to sell glasses 
from their offices to subsidize the eye 
exams for children and seniors paid 
by OHIP. In September, eye doctors 
across the province simply stopped 
providing OHIP services in a bid to get 
the government to come to the table.

So far, the health minister has said 

the government’s offer, which would 
give eye doctors a few dollars more 
per eye exam but still not reach a level 
where the doctors break even, is a 
good deal.

So, St. Pierre and her staff have to 
gently turn away people who want eye 
appointments. “It’s stressful for the 
staff and it is time consuming for the 
staff,” she says.

St. Pierre says occasionally someone 
will show up for an appointment only 
for the staff to find out their eye exam 
would normally be covered by OHIP.

“We’ll have to politely explain to 
them why I am not doing your appoint-
ment at this time and so far, everyone 
that we’ve had to do that to has been 
very understanding of that.

“We have had a few patients yell at 
my staff over the phone,” she added. 

St. Pierre is hopeful with the Ontario 
government getting back to work, there 

may be some progress. But this week’s 
speech from the throne - the govern-
ment’s road map for the next session 
- made no mention of the ongoing job 
action. 

St. Pierre says right now, the prov-
ince gives her about $44 per exam 
which costs about $75 to complete.

“I don’t get paid to do them,” she 
says. “And in fact my clinic is in the 
hole every single time.”

The job action has meant St. Pierre 
only works a half day because there 
simply aren’t any more patients to see. 
Half of the exams she does are paid by 
OHIP. 

But Ontario’s optometrists aren’t 
about to quit, says St. Pierre.

“I am willing to do this because the 
most important thing is, this is about 
respect for what we do,” she says.

“And the government needs to pay 
their bills.”

Vaccination policies in place for staff, councillors in Plympton-Wyoming
Heather Wright
The Independent

Plympton-Wyoming staff have until 
Oct. 22 to decide if they’ll be vaccin-
ated against COVID-19 or undergo 
twice weekly testing.

Council approved a vaccination 
policy Sept. 29 for its employees, ac-
cording to CAO Carolyn Tripp. 

“Basically, anyone that’s doing 
anything for the town, you know, it’s 

either have vaccinations, or they have 
to have a COVID test so that we know 
they’re safe,” she says. 

Tripp says staff will be able to use 
rapid tests given to the municipality by 
Emergency Management Ontario until 
the supply runs out. After that, they’ll 
have to purchase their own.

Council also immediately approved 
a vaccine policy for councillors the 
same night. “It was their decision to be 

honest with you, they wanted to. What 
they’re going to require for the staff 
they wanted to require of themselves.”

Councillors can also declare their 
vaccine status by Oct. 22. If they 
don’t wish to be vaccinated but want 
to attend in-person council meetings, 
they’ll have to have a rapid antigen test 
beforehand.

They can also attend via an electronic 
link.

Dawn-Euphemia explores using solar to save on township power bills
Heather Wright
The Independent

Dawn-Euphemia is considering going 
solar.

Township Treasurer, Marc Seguin, 
presented council with a plan to place 
solar panels on the Dawn-Euphemia 
Community Centre, the Cairo gar-
age, the township office, fire hall, and 
Rutherford garage at Monday’s council 
meeting. And he says there may be 
grants of up to 75 per cent of the pro-
ject cost to help pay the initial costs.

“The Green and Inclusive Commun-
ity Buildings program is an excellent 
opportunity for Dawn-Euphemia to 
provide a leading example of green 
initiatives for the community, and to 

provide a steady reduction of expenses 
to a small electrical income which 
will in turn help fund the community 
into the future,” he wrote in a report to 
council.

Seguin says the project would cost 
about $250,000, including engineer-
ing to make sure the roofs could bear 
the weight of the systems. The federal 
grant could pay between 75 per cent of 
the cost. That would mean the project 
would pay for itself in three years.

But Seguin says it will also lower the 
municipal electric bills. “We’re look-
ing at around - give or take - 22 years 
with minimal expenses on electricity 
for all of our buildings and I think 
that is a great idea. It reduces costs, it 
reduces carbon footprint.”

But councillors weren’t completely 
sold. Some were concerned about the 
municipality’s cost to maintain the 
solar panels. Councillor Jason Myer 
was concerned about insurance rates 
on the buildings with solar panels. “I 
know, sometimes it’s difficult or ex-
pensive to get insurance on solar panel 
projects of that nature,” he says. 

Some insurance companies will raise 
rates because of a potential fire hazard. 

Seguin says the insurance company 
wasn’t able to answer that question 
immediately because they were in the 
middle of setting insurance rates for 
2022.

Council will look at the project again 
after the treasurer reports back on their 
concerns.
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FOR EVERYONE
A  C A R I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O J E C T

1971-2021

CELEBRATING

THANKS FORGIVING
FOOD & TOY DRIVE

CURRENTLY NEEDED
FOOD ITEMS
Peanut Butter, Jam
Large Canned Fruit (796ml)
Soda Crackers
Mac & Cheese (KD)
Canned Pasta (Zoodles, etc)
Instant & Canned Potatoes
Hamburger Helper
Flakes of Turkey, Chicken & Ham
Canned Salmon
Cookies, Social Crackers
Canned Vegetables
Pancake Mix (Just Add Water)
Syrup

CLEANING SUPPLIES
Clorox Wipes
Dish Detergent
Multi-Surface Cleaners
Paper Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS • GIFT CARDS • GIFTS FOR OLDER KIDS (12+)

Saturday
October 16, 2021

9 am - 3 pm
DROP OFF YOUR DONATION SUPPORTING 
THE CHRISTMAS HAMPER PROGRAM IN 
CENTRAL LAMBTON TO ONE OF OUR AREA 
DONATION DEPOT TRAILERS

Have an enclosed trailer or location, we can use for the day?
Interested in volunteering? Let us know ...
Email: christmasforeveryonepetrolia@gmail.com
or call Sandra @ 519-330-5773 or Connie @ 519-312-4302

PETROLIA, WYOMING, OIL SPRINGS, ALVINSTON
and DAWN-EUPHEMIA

More 
Information

to come, watch
The Independent
and social media

for updates.
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HeatHer WrigHt pHoto

ivy Marostega, 1, of oil Springs, helps her mom, Kate, plant trees at petrolia’s Bridgeview park 
Saturday.

New trees improve Bridgeview’s wetland
Heather Wright
the independent

For little Ivy Marostega, Saturday 
was an opportunity to play in the dirt 
with her mom, Kate, and her grandpar-
ents.

But little did she know, she was con-
tributing to the health of a new wetland 
which is being formed at Petrolia’s 
Bridgeview Park.

The St. Clair Region Conservation 
Authority helped the town design the 
new area along the southwest side 
of the park in 2019. When dozens of 
dead trees were removed, the author-
ity helped reshape the ground in the 
area to create a wetland. They stopped 
mowing the grass in the area and all 

sorts of plants started to bloom.
Saturday about 20 volunteers joined 

Jessica VanZwol, Health Watershed 
Specialist, to plant 570 shrubs and 40 
different perennials to help create an 
upland and connect the habitats in the 
area. 

It’s all part of the naturalization 
of the area. VanZwol says there are 
already signs of the area coming to life 
including new turtles, frogs and fish 
which come to the pond when Bear 
Creek floods.

VanZwol says the trees and plants 
will help the wetland, “nature’s 
kidney”, filter any contaminants out, 
leaving the water down stream and the 
groundwater cleaner for generations to 
come.

HeatHer WrigHt pHoto

Jessica VanZwol of the St. Clair region Conservation area plants 
perennials while volunteers plant trees at Bridgeview park Saturday.

HeatHer WrigHt pHoto

Brian McManaman with Sandra Hartman who is now the coordinator for 
Christmas for everyone and the petrolia Food Bank.

Founder of petrolia food bank retires
Heather Wright
the independent

Brian McManaman thought he was 
going to a meeting to help with Christ-
mas for Everyone. 

Little did the retired firefighter know 
at the time that he would help with the 
program for over 20 years and start up 
Petrolia’s food bank. McManaman is 
reflecting on his time helping people in 
the community as he steps away from 
both the Christmas program and the 
food bank.

McManaman remembers his first 
meeting for Christmas for Every-
one. “They knew that I was retiring 
and they thought it’d be a good idea 
if I volunteered for Christmas for 
Everyone... I got involved with them 
and find out that Betty Menzies (the 
coordinator) was looking to train 
somebody.”

After helping out a couple of years, 
McManaman remembers thinking 

“Where are these people going the rest 
of the year? We helped 400 families; 
sometimes you can’t wait to Christmas 
every year.”

McManaman approached the town 
and a small office space was given to 
the group to start the first food bank 
in what is now the rehearsal hall. 
McManaman and the other volunteers 
soon were on the move to 4156 Pet-
rolia Line, where the food bank now 
occupies all but a few hundred square 
meters of office space.

McManaman spends less time there 
lately. He’s dealing with health issues 
and is stepping away from the hands 
on work. He says the programs are in 
good hands with the volunteers led by 
Sandra Hartman.

While McManaman didn’t expect to 
stay 22 years, he also didn’t expect to 
go out of business. “There’s always 
going to be somebody that needs you... 
I knew people were depending on us 
and I enjoyed doing it.”
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Don’t wait till it’s too late to know your home 
insurance limits.

OCTOBER 3-9, 2021

FIRE PREVENTION 
WEEK

519.882.2470 4146 Petrolia Line, Petrolia

1-877-HAYTERS • www.thehaytergroup.com

In the event 
of a fire, every 
second counts . . .

4136 Petrolia line  |  Petrolia  |  519-882-2211 
Store HourS: Mon-Fri 8aM-9pM • Sat-Sun 8aM-7pM

Fire Prevention Week 
october 3rd - 9 

th

Make Fire Safety Part of Your Daily Routine 
 • Be diligent about changing the batteries in your smoke alarms
 • Have your electrical and heating systems inspected by a technician
 • Keep fire extinguishers readily available
 • Plan an escape route from your home and practice it

Watford, Ontario    ~    1-800-561-4136    ~    Neighbours helping neighbours

2378 Jane St., Brigden • 519-864-1211 • 519-864-4048
HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9am-5:30pm; Fri 9am-6pm; Sat 9am-1pm

Full ICC Certified for all insurance claims.
Jim’sJim’s

Over 40 Years
In Business

Come talk to our 
friendly, knowledgeable
and experienced staff

carPet WareHoUsecarPet WareHoUse

representing lambton 
Mutual insurance company

Working Together to Keep YOU Coming Back

Petrolia Location:
4254 Oil Heritage Road, Petrolia

519-882-2420 or 1-800-265-7051
emergency 519-401-0663

ALWAYS IN BLOOM

HAPPY SAFE THANKSGIVING!

We Moved!

4174 Petrolia Line, Petrolia 519 - 882 - 9034
·

Home Fire
Escape PlanHome Fire
Escape Plan
How to make a

Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA®. ©NFPA 2019

Visit Sparky.org
for more activities!

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK™ 
NFPA® — The O cial Sponsor of Fire Prevention Week Since 1922

Sample Escape Plan
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MASTER BEDROOM

 BEDROOM 2

 BEDROOM 1

BATHROOM

LANDING

1st FLOOR 2nd FLOOR

Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows.

Visit each room. Find two ways out.

All windows and doors should open easily. You should be able to use them to get outside.

Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button to make sure each alarm is working.

Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home. Everyone will meet at the
meeting place.

Make sure your house or building number can be seen from the street.

Talk about your plan with everyone in your home.

Learn the emergency phone number for your fire department.

Practice your home fire drill!

Make your own home fire escape plan using the grid provided on page 2.

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

Learn the Sounds 
of Fire Safety™ 
Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms make 
different sounds: 

BEEP

There’s an emergency! 

Get everyone out of the 

home immediately. Call 9-1-1 

from outside. 

CHIRP

A single chirp every 30 or 60 

seconds means the batteries, 

or the alarms themselves, 

need to be replaced. 

Get Loud! Test your alarms today and every month. 

For more information contact your local fire department. 

Office of the Fire Marshal 
ontario.ca/firemarshal 
@onfiremarshal 

Learn the Sounds 
of Fire Safety™ 
Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms make 
different sounds: 

BEEP

There’s an emergency! 

Get everyone out of the 

home immediately. Call 9-1-1 

from outside. 

CHIRP

A single chirp every 30 or 60 

seconds means the batteries, 

or the alarms themselves, 

need to be replaced. 

Get Loud! Test your alarms today and every month. 

For more information contact your local fire department. 

Office of the Fire Marshal 
ontario.ca/firemarshal 
@onfiremarshal 

™

For fire safety tips, visit firepreventionweek.org and sparky.org
Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA. ©2021 National Fire Protection Association®

FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK™

Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your smoke or carbon monoxide alarm? What does it all mean? 
Knowing the di�erence can save you, your home, and your family! Make sure everyone in the home 
understands the sounds of the smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and knows how to respond.
Learn the sounds of your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms by checking the user guide or
search the brand and model online.

What is your alarm telling you?

SMOKE ALARMS
 • A continued set of three loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—means 

smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.
 • A single “chirp” every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is
  low and must be changed.
 • All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.
 • Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced 

means the alarm is at the end of its life and the unit must be 
replaced.

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) ALARMS
 • A continuous set of four loud beeps—beep, beep, beep,
  beep—means carbon monoxide is present in your home.
  Go outside, call 9-1-1 and stay out.
 • A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low 

and must be replaced.
 • CO alarms also have “end of life” sounds that vary by
  manufacturer. This means it’s time to get a new CO alarm.
 • Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means 

the alarm is at the end of its life and
  the unit must be replaced.

Make sure your smoke and 
CO alarms meet the needs 
of everyone in your home, 
including those with sensory 
or physical disabilities.

Some tips:
 ✔ Install a bedside alert 

device that responds to 
the sound of the smoke 
and CO alarms. Use of a 
low frequency alarm can 
also wake a sleeping 
person with mild to 
severe hearing loss.

 ✔ Sleep with your mobility 
device, glasses, and 
phone close to your bed.

 ✔ Keep pathways like 
hallways lit with

  night lights and free 
from clutter to make 
sure everyone can

  get out safely.

370 Center Street
Petrolia, ON   N0N 1RO

(519) 882-2020
www.petroliafire.ca

contact@petroliafire.ca

Petrolia & North 
Enniskillen 

Fire Department
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Our communities are powered by local newspapers. 

Celebrate how trusted journalism sparks important 

conversations at nationalnewspaperweek.ca.

This artwork was created by Canadian artist Ola Volo in celebration of 

National Newspaper Week from October 3-9, 2021.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Truth be told.

Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Half a century on the job is an in-
credible run by any standard. But 
even more so when those 50 years 
have been spent battling blazes 
and saving lives.

That’s the achievement of Ken 
Henry, who just this week was 
honoured for five decades with 
the Petrolia/North Enniskillen 
Fire Department. Originally from 
Sarnia, Henry came to Petrolia at 
age three and has called the town 
home ever since.

“I didn’t know much about 
it,” Henry recalls on joining the 
department Oct. 4, 1971. He was 
working at a local service station 
when the fire chief of the day came 
by looking for recruits. The pair 
chatted and soon enough Henry 
had joined the 17 member strong 
department, based out of its former 
headquarters at town hall.

He didn’t know it at the time but 
Henry would become a staple in 
the fire department for the next 
50 years. While the nature of the 
volunteer firefighting profession 
will always be somewhat constant 
– men and women dispatched to 
help people and places in need – 
Henry reflected on all the change 
that’s taken place during his 

career.
Much of this has come through 

the equipment used to fight fires. 
When Henry began the department 
had a 1946 Chevy and 1957 Ford 
in their fire truck fleet. Today the 
Petrolia department have trucks 
that are far more technologically 
advanced, which put an emphasis 
on foam retardant and can raise a 
platform 110 feet into the air.

“It’s a heck of a lot easier stand-
ing in that platform bucket than it 
is standing with your feet on the 
rungs of a ladder,” says Henry.

As safety standards evolved so 
did the gear. When Henry started 
hip boots, rubber coats and a hat 
made up a firefighter’s bunker 
gear and it all was shared among 
the team. Now each member has 
their own specially fitted gear. 
And more of it too, often around 
60 pounds worth. The increased 
weight is quite clear during sum-
mer calls in the heat, says Henry.

Firefighting is a dangerous call-
ing so Henry feels fortunate to 
have never been seriously injured 
on the job. But he does remem-
ber a house call where a violent 
explosion blew two of his brothers 
down the stairs in front of him - 
luckily without serious injuries. 
Henry says during his 50 years 
fighting fires in Petrolia, not one 

firefighter has been lost.
The nature of the calls have also 

changed, Henry says. When he 
began, barn fires were a constant 
event. This was especially the case 
with bank barns storing hay that 
would spontaneously combust. 
But with better wiring and better 
machinery the barn fires have 
lessened over time.

More recently the fire depart-
ment has taken on the role of 
assisting paramedics on medical 
calls. Henry says these are some 
of the most difficult. Often drug 
overdoses are involved and first 
responders are not always able to 
bring back the person in need.

It’s a high stress and mentally 
taxing job, so Henry says he finds 
comfort being able to talk through 
issues with his fellow firefighters. 
“You communicate, you visit and 
everybody knows what’s going on. 
You’re talking to guys that have 
the same problems as yourself, 
so you talk things out and discuss 
stuff,” he says.

It’s not just the firefighters the 
job wears on; it is their families, 
too. “I’ve been sitting down hav-
ing a Christmas dinner and when 
the alarm goes - you’ve got to 
go,” says Henry. He remembers 
leaving a New Year’s Eve party 
at 6 pm and not returning until 12 

hours later, well past the midnight 
revelry.

“So that party went by the way-
side,” he jokes.

“But that happens all the time, 
you don’t know when there’s go-
ing to be a fire.” Henry thanks his 
wife for putting up with his count-
less bolts out the door over the 
years to answer the call for help.

Three of those calls stand out for 
Henry. 

One was a fire at the Fairbank 
House and another a blaze that 
took the whole top story off the 
Masonic building at the east edge 
of downtown.

But the biggest was 1989 when 
town hall erupted in flames, devas-
tating the iconic building. Fire-
fighters were on scene through one 
day and into the next during the 
dead of winter. Some were going 
into the building to try to remove 
historic artifacts and town records 
as water was poured on the build-
ing in the hopes of saving it. Only 
the shell of the building remained 
when the flames at the former fire 
hall were finally extinguished.

Fire trucks from Sarnia, Cor-
unna, Wyoming and Oil Springs 
attended the scene that day. While 
the damage was great, Henry says 
it was a sign of the strong compan-
ionship Petrolia/North Enniskillen 

has with neighbouring depart-
ments.

“We all work together,” says 
Henry. A mutual aid system means 
departments ask for backup in the 
form of water, trucks or firefighters 
themselves. Henry says some-
times they’ll even need all three, 
a request they’re always eager to 
comply with.

Lately Henry has focused his 
efforts on driving the trucks and 
pumping the water on scene. It’s 
challenging work; turning the 
trucks requires a delicate touch 
to avoid wiping out on a curb or 
ending up in a ditch. And water 
trucks can contain up to 3,000 
gallons that needs to get pumping 
to put out the flames. His fellow 
firefighters say Henry is one of the 
best pumper operators the depart-
ment has.

While he celebrates the golden 
milestone, Henry plans to retire at 
the end of the year. “I think that’s 
enough,” he says.

He points out he’s still passing 
all his physicals, but that it’s time 
to settle down with family, do a 
little travelling and pass the torch 
after a long, distinguished career.  

“Good to get some other people 
in there,” Henry says.

“It’s been a long time.”
- The IndependenT

ALex KurIAL/LocAL JournALIsm InITIATIve

Ken henry shows some of the press clippings from his long career as a volunteer with the petrolia/north 
enniskillen Fire department. Left is henry with his current platoon.

Petrolia’s 
Golden 
Firefighter
Ken henry is believed to be the first 
petrolia/north enniskillen firefighter 
to be on the job 50 years
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CORROSIVE
Batteries

Drain Cleaners
Oven Cleaners

TOXIC
Pesticides

Pharmaceuticals
Cleaning Fluids

REACTIVE
Pool Chemicals

 Ammonia Bleach 
Aerosols

FLAMMABLE 
Gasoline, Paints 

BBQ Starter 
Oils, Solvents 

Propane Cylinders

ALSO ACCEPTED: Sharps (Hypodermic Needles)

NOT ACCEPTED: 

Public Works Forest Depot, 6958 Townsend Line, Lambton Shores

For more information call the  
County of Lambton 

Public Works Department at  
519 845-0801 /1-866-324-6912 
or visit www.lambtononline.ca

LAMBTON COUNTY RESIDENTS
Dispose of your HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE at this Special Mobile Event 

Commercially Generated Hazardous Waste Will NOT be Accepted
Containers larger than 20 litres or weighing more than 25 kg (55 lb) will NOT be accepted

PLEASE NOTE:

PCB’s, commercial, industrial or 
radioactive wastes, tires, explosives 
(flares, ammunition), electronics.
For safety reasons, residents are asked 
to segregate lithium batteries from all 
other battery types prior to drop-off.

1. Package materials in disposable containers (i.e. cardboard boxes)
as they will not be returned;

2. Place materials in the trunk or back of their vehicle to maximize distancing for event
staff when collecting items; and

3. Remain in their vehicle at all times, as event staff will be removing materials from
their vehicle.

In every home there are products that need special care.
You will recognize them by these warning signs.

When you use these hazardous products, you use them carefully. When you don't need them any 
more, you should dispose of them carefully. That's what Household Hazardous Waste Day is all 
about - an opportunity to clear potentially hazardous waste out of your home and protect our 
environment - water, land, and air - at the same time. If hazardous products are thrown in the 
regular garbage, they can injure sanitation workers and cause long-term environmental 
problems. Bring your Household Hazardous Waste to the special depot, and it will be dealt with 
by experts, at no cost to you.

Additionally, in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, event attendees are asked to follow 
physical distancing protocols, including the following:

  Saturday, October 16, 2021
9:30 am - 2:00 pm

Services paid for by the County of Lambton. Waste 
management collections services by Clean Harbors 
Canada Inc.

This service is intended to accept household hazardous 
waste from County of Lambton residents only.
Hazardous waste generated from private business will 
not be accepted.egrams will NOT be accepted.

Fentanyl trafficker gets five years
Alex Kurial
Local Journalism Initiative

Brandon Darcy knew he’d be going 
away for several years.  

He plead guilty to fentanyl trafficking 
in November and asked Justice Anne 
McFadyen to let him spend Christmas 
with his family and earn extra money 
for his kids. She agreed. But what was 
supposed to be a short three month 
delay soon became an 11 month 
sentencing saga. 

The setback was entirely Darcy’s 
doing and he was not a free man for 
most of this period. Darcy was arrested 
three more times while awaiting 
sentencing on his original crimes, 
including being locked up for good 
after an April arrest for driving without 
a licence. 

In July, Darcy plead guilty to these 
three crimes and a sentencing for all 
matters was finally set for Oct. 4. This 
time there was no delay and no more 
escaping his fate. 

“In this court’s opinion the 
appropriate sentence… is five years,” 
McFadyen says of Darcy’s most 
serious charge, trafficking $10,000 
worth of fentanyl. Clad in a white 
jumpsuit Darcy took in his judgement 
from the video suite at Sarnia Jail.

While McFadyen noted he was 
introduced to drugs as a youth and a 
pre-sentence report says he “expresses 
great remorse for his actions and seeks 
rehabilitation for his addiction,” he 
also brought a “lengthy and concerning 
criminal record” to sentencing which 

included several drug charges. 
Darcy also said he trafficked the 

fentanyl because it was “lucrative,” 
and not simply to fuel an addiction. 

“It’s one of the most lethal substances 
being used in the community. It simply 
wreaks havoc and destruction when 
consumed,” says McFadyen of the 
drug. Defence Lawyer Nick Cake 
asked for four years on the trafficking 
charge but the justice felt five was 
more in line with the court’s desire 
of stronger punishments for fentanyl 
charges. 

And there was more punishment to 
come as Darcy was hit with 60 days 
jail each on four driving offences and 
30 days each for five bail breaches. 
The Aug. 2019 traffic stop leading to 
the fentanyl discovery happened when 
Darcy was found shirtless in the back 
of a car trying to avoid a suspended 
driving charge. 

The search turned up just under an 
ounce of fentanyl, some meth and 
$1,100 cash in his shoe. 

Crown Attorney Meaghan Jones 
asked for the additional time to run 
consecutive to the federal trafficking 
charges and McFadyen agreed, adding 
a further 390 days to the sentence.

Darcy was credited for 300 days time 
served but this still leaves him behind 
bars for the next five years and three 
months. 

A lifetime weapons ban, DNA order 
and cash forfeiture of the $1,100 were 
also imposed on Darcy.

-The IndependenT

heaTher wrIghT phoTo

Farmers in Lambton had a few beautiful days to begin this year’s harvest. This farmer was seen 
oct. 1 on Zion Line taking in his soybeans before the rain set up over Lambton.

beautiful bean harvest

Cairo’s St. andrew’s marks 150 years
Heather Wright
The Independent

In 1871, the Presbyterian farmers in 
Euphemia Township had grown tired 
of walking all the way to Wardsville to 
attend church Sunday mornings.

So, six men became trustees, bought 
a lot on Concession 7 from John 
Tanner for $20 and began the process 
of building a church. 

In September, St. Andrew’s Church 
in Cairo celebrated 150 years of 
worshiping together.

In the early 1830s, Scottish and Irish 
people began settling in Euphemia. 
“Many of them were of Presbyterian 
faith, but their nearest church was 
at Wardsville and to get there they 
had to walk miles through the woods 
following a trail along the bank of 
the Haggerty Creek. When a swampy 
spot was reached, off came the shoes, 
which were then carried till the church 
was reached,” reads the church history.

In January 1871, three McGugan 
brothers, James Walker, Donald 
Anderson and John J. Campbell, 
signed the deed for the land and started 
St. Andrew’s of Euphemia. The name 
would change to St. Andrew’s of 
Sutherland’s Corners and then in 1907, 
it was renamed St. Andrew’s of Cairo - 
the name given to the hamlet ten years 
earlier when the post office arrived.

The church - built in the summer of 
1871- was part of a three-point charge 
with Bothwell and Florence. Rev. 
Robert Warden was the first minister 
for 56 families.

An organ was added in 1889, with 
considerable opposition, historians 
found. Officials also found a brick 

veneer was installed using 13,385 
bricks made by Wehlann’s Cairo 
Brickyard at a cost of $66.92 in the 
same year.

The physical church continued 
to change with the times; in 1925, 
gasoline lamps replaced coal oil, 
the young people group paid for the 
church to be wired and hydro lighting 
was installed in 1945. In the 2000s 
the church installed new heating and 
made the building more accessible for 
residents.

For much of the church’s history, 
it shared pastors with Kent County 
churches. In 2005 that changed. The 
Kent churches closed and by 2010 the 
current pastor, Jim Breen, came on 
board, when a partnership was formed 
with Hope United in Alvinston. Breen 
was part of the 150th anniversary 
service recently. It included an outdoor 
service and a meal for the congregation 
– all following COVID-19 protocols, 
says Heather Baresich, one of the 
people organizing the event. 

They recognized the church family’s 
past and were called to look forward, 
too.

In a time when small churches are 
having a hard time and some close, 
Baresich says the Cairo church 
remains.

“I think there is this sense of 
community,” she says. “I think about 
14 or 15 families or households that 
are part of our church now. We’re 
not a big church, but we’re all well 
connected and we work well together. 

“I think we just appreciate the sense 
of community and fellowship that we 
have every week.”
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Sports

To your family from ours

4212 Petrolia Line, Petrolia
CAN-NA-BIS

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

Flyers open season with pair of losses
Barry Wright
The Independent

The Blenheim Blades scored three times in less 
than four minutes, including twice in 61 seconds, 
in the third period to turn away the visiting 
Petrolia Flyers, 3-2 before 300 fans Sunday night 
in Blenheim.

After a scoreless first period, Daniel Gibson 
scored his second goal in as many games to spot 
the Flyers a 1-0 advantage through two periods. 
Peyton Armitage tallied early in the third period 
and the 2-0 advantage held up until Blenheim’s 
late rally.

Tyler Richardson was the third star of the 
contest with 39 saves as the Blades outshot 
Petrolia, 42-17.

Gibson and Tanner Hull both registered their 
first ever PJHL goals in a 7-2 loss at Mooretown 
last Saturday.

The Flyers’ managers characterized both games 
as “gutsy” and “good battles” as Petrolia played 
with just 15 skaters against the Flags and only 13 
in Blenheim due to vaccination protocols.

The Flyers have this week off. The team’s 
next game is the Petrolia home opener against 
Wheatley on Thursday, Oct. 14 at Greenwood. 

Face off time is 7:30. The team expects to have a 
full lineup for that contest.

BlenheIm Blades PhoTo

Peyton armitage had a goal in sunday’s loss 
against Blenheim.

mooretown Flags win home opener
The Independent

Jake Vince scored twice while Zach Moore and 
Nick Steeves contributed a goal and two assists 
each to lead the Mooretown Flags to a 7-2 win 
over the Petrolia Flyers in the Flags’ home opener 
before 175 fans Saturday night at the Moore 
Sports Complex. 

Greg Hay, Bo Doxtator and Mason Flett also 
scored for Mooretown who salted the contest 
away with four unanswered goals in the second 
period.

The goals by Doxtator and Flett were their first 
career PJHL markers.

Nathan King turned aside 24 shots for the win 
between the pipes for the Flags. 

Tyler Richardson and Cole Irwin combined to 
make 43 saves for Petrolia as Mooretown outshot 

the Flyers, 50-26.
Doxtator, King and Richardson were chosen as 

the three stars of the game.
Mooretown plays the second of three straight 

home games to open the 2021-22 season by 
entertaining Wheatley this Saturday at the Moore 
Sports Complex. Game time is 7:30.

Meantime, ex-Mooretown Flags forward Daniel 
Fraleigh has been dealt to the GOJHL’s Elmira 
Sugar Kings from the Chatham Maroons.

Fraleigh, from Wallaceburg, had eight goals and 
24 points in 48 regular season and playoff games 
as a 16 year-old with the Flags in 2019-20.

He had committed to the Maroons last season 
but did not play because the league was shut 
down by COVID.

Fraleigh scored in his first game with the Kings 
last weekend.

lCCVI grads help lions win first college game
The Independent

LCCVI grads Cole Hudson, Kyle Fowler and 
Riley Brown combined for seven hits and five 
runs scored in Lambton’s 8-7 win Centennial last 
weekend at Errol Russell Park in Sarnia.

It was the Lions first ever OCAA baseball 
victory since joining the league in 2019. 

Corunna’s Jake Prudhom keyed a decisive four-
run, fifth inning with a two-run single.

Joe Stock, also from Corunna, was the winning 
pitcher although the win was not without 
dramatics.

He got the final out by strikeout leaving the 
bases loaded.

heaTheR WRIGhT PhoTo

The northern Vikings spoiled the lKssaa Junior Girls soccer home opener 
for lCCVI Thursday, blanking the lancers, 5-nil. The Vikings now have 
a win and a draw on the season. The lancers were on the field Tuesday 
however a score was not available at press time. here, a lancer fires a 
perfect pass to her teammate even as the wind blows her hair over her face. 

COVERED KICK

SPORTS
TIP?
CALL
226
738
0728
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Form 6
SALE oF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDEr

Municipal Act, 2001
Ontario Regulation 181/03, Municipal Tax Sale Rules

SALE oF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDEr
ThE CorPorATIoN oF ThE TowN oF PETroLIA

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land 
described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on 
November 4, 2021, at the Petrolia Municipal Office, 411 Greenfield 
Street, Petrolia Ontario. 

The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon 
as possible after 3:00 p.m. at the Petrolia Municipal Office, 411 
Greenfield Street, Petrolia. 
Submitted tenders will be opened virtually using Zoom. Join 
Zoom meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88232476112?pwd=wnBEZ21LNlNP-
mw04ejNGT0Fvry9odz09
Meeting ID: 882 3247 6112 Passcode: 025467 
One tap mobile +16475580588 and +17789072071 Canada, Dial by 
your location +1 647 558 0588, +1 778 907 2071, +1 204 272 7920, 
+1 438 809 7799, +1 587 328 1099, +1 647 374 4685 
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdkuFNLnkl

Description of Land:
Roll No. 38 19 000 080 15500 0000; Petrolia; PIN 43329-0103 (LT); 
LT 24 PL 26 PETROLIA EXCEPT L438237, L889512 & L457492; 
PETROLIA; File No. 19-01
According to the last returned assessment roll, the assessed value of 
the land is $49,500.
minimum tender amount: $9,444.72

Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be ac-
companied by a deposit of at least 20 per cent of the tender amount, 
which deposit shall be made by way of a certified cheque/bank draft/ 
money order payable to the municipality. 

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation 
regarding the title to, availability of road access, or any other 
matters relating to the land to be sold.  responsibility for ascer-
taining these matters rests with the potential purchasers. The 
assessed value, according to the last returned assessment roll, 
may or may not be representative of the current market value of 
the property.

This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal 
Tax Sales Rules made under that Act.  The successful purchaser will 
be required to pay the amount tendered plus accumulated taxes and 
any taxes that may be applicable, such as a land transfer tax and HST. 

The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the 
successful purchaser.

A copy of the prescribed form of tender is available on the website 
of the Government of Ontario Central Forms Repository under the 
listing for the Ministry of Municipal Affairs.

For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the pre-
scribed form of tender, visit:  

Rick Charlebois
CAO/Treasurer
The Corporation of the Town of Petrolia
411 Greenfield Street
Petrolia ON   N0N 1R0
519-882-2350 Ext. 225
rcharlebois@petrolia.ca        www.town.petrolia.on.ca

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Alex Cunningham makes a quick turn while chasing Luke Hoelscher of the Elora 
Rocks during the Alvinston Killer Bees home opener Saturday. 

Elora rocks Killer Bees in home opener
The Independent

The Alvinston Killer Bees took it on the 
chin in their Western Ontario Super Hockey 
League home and season opener Saturday 
losing 12-3 to the Elora Rocks. 

Brendon Merritt had the distinction of 
scoring the first ever Bees goal. In fact, the 
30-year power forward wound up with all 

three Alvinston markers on the evening. 
Merritt, who previously played junior 
hockey in Lambton Shores and Wallaceburg, 
suited up in Seaforth for the past six seasons 
before joining the Bees.

Alvinston will try to hit the win column 
this Saturday when the Strathroy Jets 
provide the opposition. 

Game time is 8 pm.

Peer scores in first Legionnaires game
The Independent

Carson Peer made an immediate impact 
after returning home scoring the first goal of 
the contest in the Sarnia Legionnaires’ 5-2 
GOJHL win at Chatham Sunday. 

The Oil City product signed with the 
Legionnaires on the weekend after returning 
from the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey 
League.

Plympton-Wyoming’s Austin Harper 
scored twice for Sarnia with the others 
going to Jett Morningstar and Ryan 
Richardson.

Nolan DeKoning made 34 saves for the 
goaltending win. Ethan Everaert was the 

back up for the Legionnaires Sunday after 
being added to the Sarnia roster from the 
Petrolia Flyers late last week.

Last Thursday, at the Sarnia Arena, 
Harper, Richardson, Bradyn Santavy, Ryder 
Nienhuis and Jake MacLean all scored their 
first career Junior B goals while Harper 
added two assists as the Legionnaires came 
from behind to beat the St. Thomas Stars, 
6-3.

Bradley Slegers had the other Sarnia goal.
Sarnia, now 2-1 on the young season, is at 

home to Komoka Thursday at 7:10 before 
taking to the road for contests in St. Marys 
and Chatham Friday night and Sunday 
afternoon respectively.

It’s Squire time as Petrolia opens WOAA season
The Petrolia Squires open the 2021-22 

WOAA senior hockey season with a trip 
to Lucknow this Saturday night at 7:30. 
Petrolia’s home opener is Friday, Oct. 15 
against Ripley.

The Squires, along with the other 12 teams 

in the league, will play a 20-game regular 
season schedule ending in late January.

Petrolia’s home date is again Friday night 
with all 10 of its games at Greenwood set 
for that night at 8:30.

No fans at indoor high school sports for now
Laying the blame squarely at the feet of 

the provincial government, the Lambton 
Kent District School Board and the St. Clair 
Catholic District School Board say fans will 
not be allowed into indoor sports events at 
their high schools, including LCCVI and 
North Lambton, until further notice.

“To be clear, the vaccine mandate for 
spectators comes at the direction of the 
Ontario government; not the athletic 
association, nor the St. Clair Catholic and 
Lambton Kent district school boards,” 
said a joint statement issued this week by 

directors of education, John Howitt and 
Scott Johnson. 

“We are however required to enforce 
the new rules, which we are committed to 
doing.”

The measure is temporary, according to 
the statement, and will be lifted as soon as 
a vaccination status review process is in 
place and staff is available to administer it. 
Outdoor sports are not affected.

The indoor fall season, including girls’ 
basketball and boys’ volleyball, began this 
week

Alvinston’s Redick powers Durham to win over Fanshawe
The Independent

Sydney Redick of Alvinston poked a three-
run homer and pitched two innings of relief 
to lead the Durham Lords to a 9-5 win over 
the Fanshawe Falcons.

 It was the first game of an OCAA 
women’s softball doubleheader Friday in 
Oshawa.

The Lords came from behind with four 
runs in the sixth and the winning run in 

the seventh to beat the Falcons, 9-8 in the 
second game.

Redick went one-for-three in that contest 
with a walk and an RBI.

Watford’s Jenna McLean was one-for-
four for the Falcons in game two with a run 
scored.  She was hitless in the opener.

Durham is now 6-2 on the season and will 
take on top rated St. Clair College today.  
Fanshawe is 5-5.



ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

FARMLAND - Do you want a farm-
er who wants and values your 
opinion on how to best farm your 
land ? One who will work with you 
to develop a crop plan, discuss 
when your farm is fit to plant and 
harvest to minimize compaction 
and maximise profit for the long 
term? Then call Shawn at Font 
Farms (519) 384-2855.

WANTED: VINTAGE/MID-CEN-
TURY MODERN furniture, lamps, 
art, rugs, glassware, and other 
collectibles from the 1950s-80s. 
Also buying sports cards, toys, 
marbles, telephones, books, 
magazines, and more, in nice con-
dition. Please call Lance at 519-
882-4729 to leave a message. 
Thank you.

Wanted

ANTIQUES, UNIQUES, COLLECT-
IBLES and STUFF - Phone Chad 
519-639-9102.

Wanted to Buy

Wanted to Buy

THE ROTARY CLUB
of Petrolia

Dinner of the Month Lottery
Winners 2020-2021

Oct - Tina Groves, Petrolia
Nov - Jessie Dobbyn, Petrolia
Dec - Tom Saul, Petrolia
Jan - Joy Law, Petrolia
Feb - Jean Armstrong, Petrolia
Mar - Scott Dunlop, Petrolia
Apr - Ross Babula, Thamesville
May - Charlene Quinlan, Strathroy
June - Nancy Holden, London
July - Mark Minielly, Petrolia
Aug - Ken Munro, Petrolia
Sept - Nancy Hind, Petrolia

Thank you to everyone who supported this event. 
With your help, we are able to support a wide 
variety of community projects. Our �rst draw for 
the 2021-2022 season will be held Tues. Oct. 26, 
2021. Tickets can still be purchased up to Sat. Oct. 
23, 2021 from any member of Petrolia Rotary Club, 
or at Heidi’s Your Independent Grocer.

Congratulations to this year’s winners!

* * *  P U B L I C  N O T I C E  * * *
To the Attention of  Wyoming 

Charitable Groups and Organizations
Re:  2021 Wyoming Community Foundation Grants 

The Foundation is now accepting 2021 applications from local groups 
and organizations (registered charities) for funds to support qualifying 
projects in the community. The focus of the Foundation is to continue to 
improve the quality of life for local residents in its ongoing support of local 
projects.

Application forms can be obtained from the undersigned (please call or 
email), and are to be submitted by Monday, November 22, 2021.  
Should you require assistance or have inquiries regarding the grant criteria 
and process, please contact the undersigned by phone or email.

Caroline DeSchutter, Secretary 
519-330-5978 • cdeschutter123@gmail.com 
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    The family of Jean Zavitz would like to thank 
family and friends for all your kindness during this 
difficult time. For your visits, calls, flowers, food 
and donations to CEE Foundation and the Cancer 
Society. Thank you to Dr. Butler and staff at CEE 
Hospital for excellent care. Special thanks to 
Stephen Mailloux for his guidance and support, and 
to Rev. Harvey Osborne for the beautiful service. 
Special thanks to grandsons Randy Duffy, Ron 
Duffy, Ted Martin, Jimmy Martin, Greg Zavitz, 
Ryan Zavitz, and Michael Carson for being pall 
bearers. And to Danny Zavitz for being flower 
bearer. Special thanks to Linda for the tribute to 
Mom. Thank you to Lions Hall for the lovely 
lunch.

ThankYou

There is not a day,
That we do not think of you.
Loving and kind in all your ways,
Sincere and true, in your heart and mind,
Beautiful memories, you left behind. 

Loved & Missed by
Elaine, Len, Kathy, Linda & Larry

 & Families

Thanksgiving Sunday 
has not been the same.  

It’s been 17 years 
since our loving 

Mom, Grandma and 
Great Grandma 

passed away, 
October 10, 2004.

Mclean
Lettisha “Pauline”

Lettisha “Pauline” McLean 
(nee Strangway), passed away 
peacefully, with family by her 
side at Fiddicks Nursing Home on 
Saturday, October 2, 2021 at the 
age of 90. Pauline is predeceased 
by her husband James (2001), 
daughter Victoria Ross (1976), 
son-in-Law Bill Holden (2016), 
grandson Neil Holden (2002), 
granddaughter Nina Holden 
(2013), brother Grant Strangway 
(2016) and sister-in-law Edith 
Strangway (2017). Pauline was 
very active in retirement and 
enjoyed card games and coffee 
breaks with her many friends and 
companions at the Sandpiper 
Condo Development in Sarnia.  
She loved having family and 
friends visit and always had coffee 
ready to be served for whomever 
stopped in. She ensured her loved 
ones were brought together 
every year by hosting large 
Christmas parties where she 
insisted on Bingo games being 
played by all (young and old) so 
everyone could win one of the 
many prizes she thoughtfully 
shopped for throughout the 
year; a tradition that will certainly 
live on for future generations to 
come. Pauline is survived by her 
son-in-law Doug Ross, children 
Patricia (Paul) Bellemore, Nancy 
Holden, Stephen (Kathleen) 
McLean, grandchildren Eva 
(Joel) Field, Jennifer (Phil) Szucs, 
Tara (Mike) Lachappelle, Angela 
(Mike) Murphy, Amy Bellemore, 
Robbie (Suzanne) St. Pierre, Ken 
St. Pierre, Naomi Holden, Lauren 
(Dean) Minielly, Ben McLean, 
Jackie (Derek) McLean, great-
grandchildren Tyler, Hannah, 
Adrienne, Chloe, Tessa, Jade, 
Luke, Olivia, Dakota, Faith, James, 
Lilly, Stella, sister Helen (Ron) 
Robinson and good friend June 
McFadden. The family would 
like to extend their thanks to the 
caring staff at Fiddicks Nursing 
Home and Dr. Li Wan Po for their 
compassionate care in Pauline’s 
final days. Memorial donations 
can be made to the Diabetes 
Canada (www.diabetes.ca) or the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation (www.
heartandstroke.ca). Cremation 
has taken place and a private 
graveside service at Shetland 
Cemetery will be arranged 
for the family at a later date.  
Arrangements entrusted to 
Needham Jay Funeral Home, 
Petrolia www.needhamjay.com.

Obituary

oliver
Darwyn

Darwyn Oliver (nee Dunne), 64 
years, of Petrolia passed away 
peacefully with her family by her 
side on Saturday, October 2, 
2021 at Bluewater Health Sarnia.    
Darwyn will be missed by her 
husband of 45 years to   Randy. 
Darwyn is a proud mother of Levi 
Oliver, Erin and Rob Brouwers 
and the late Ethan Oliver (2016) 
and nena to Justin, Ryan, Abigail, 
Jayden, Gaven, and Carsen.   She 
will be missed by her sisters Cindy 
and Mark Harrison, Louanne and 
Mike Dempsey, Tammy and the 
late Scott Abra, Matthew Dunne 
and Marshal Dunne.   Darwyn 
was predeceased by her parents 
Frank and Dorothy Dunne and 
sisters Greta Scott and Martha 
Hampton. Darwyn’s famiy would 
like to thank Bluewater Health 
ICU, the Neuro team at LHSC, and 
the staff of the V.O.N. A funeral 
service was held on Wednesday, 
October 6, 2021 at 11am from 
Needham-Jay Funeral Home, 
4059 Petrolia Line, Petrolia.
Interment was in Oil Springs 
Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, memorial donations 
may be made to Sarnia District 
Humane Society (www.
sarniahumanesociety.com) or 
Diabetes Canada (www.diabetes.
ca). Memories and condolences 
may be shared online at www.
needhamjay.com.

obituary

Cash  for GOLD, SILVER, JEWEL-
RY + ALL COINS - Sat. Oct. 23, 
Petrolia Lions Hall, 457 Hug-
gard St., Petrolia, 9am - 4pm. 
FREE ESTIMATES. Private appoint-
ments available. ALL Gold Jewelry. 
Any Gold (even teeth). Old coins, 
Canada USA World War Medals, 
Windup Watches, Mint sets. Covid 
precautions in place. Dan Jones, 
B.A.B.Ed. 53 yrs Exp. House calls 
available. 519-818-1805.

BUYING

Freer
Thomas

Freer, Thomas - Died at 
Bluewater Health, Sarnia on 
Monday, September 27, 2021.  
Thomas Freer, of Sarnia and 
formerly of Petrolia, was in his 
92nd year.   For over 50 years Tom 
was the loving husband of the 
late Mary (nee Jones) (2008).  He 
was predeceased by his daughter 
Joy Holbrough (2014).   Tom will 
be missed by his sons Jay Freer 
and Kate Large, his son-in-law 
Larry and Martha Holbrough, 
and son Terry and Sylvia Freer, 
his grandchildren Colin and Jill 
Holbrough, Brad and Naomi 
Holbrough, Carly and Teddy 
Archer, Alyssa Freer and Jason 
Stark, Kayla and Adam McPhedran, 
Tanya Freer and Brian, Pauline 
and Mike Grant, and Erica Freer 
and Clint, his great grandchildren 
Karis, Griffin, Gemma, River, 
Dekker, Matilda (Tilley), Maverick, 
Juliet, Kennady, Elliot, Hadley, 
Charlotte, Oliver, Wade, Katie, 
Brandon, Chloe, Nolan, Devon, 
Madison, Gracie, and Rease and 
his great great grandchildren 
Aubrey, Scarlet, and Briar. The son 
of late Elton and Ada Freer, Tom 
was also predeceased by brothers 
Bob (2008), Clare (2001), and 
Wayne (1993).  A proud member 
of the Petrolia community he was 
active with Petrolia-Washington 
Lodge No. 194 A. F. & A.M., 
Petrolia Agricultural Society, and 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
and enjoyed spending time in his 
community, particularly enjoying 
coffee with friends at Munchies.    
A private service was held 
with interment in Hillsdale 
Cemetery.   As expressions of 
sympathy, memorial donations 
may be made to C.E.E. Hospital 
Foundation (ceefh.ca).  Memories 
and condolences may be shared 
online at www.needhamjay.
com.

Obituary

OCTOBER

07
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Issue

@ 12 noon
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Professional INCOME TAX SERVICES

519-882-2966

PRO-TAXPRO-TAX
3927 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON

Appointments **Drop-Offs** Contactless
MARK AND JOANNE JAMIESON

jam_ jo11@hotmail.com | www.protaxpetrolia.com

(Pro-Tax is a division of Teogotha Inc.)

MAGGIE BORTHWICK
c: 226-402-3454
o: 519-542-1000

Maggie@exitsarnia.com

REALTOR ®

WARWICK TOWNSHIP
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Public Works Department

ONE (1) Public Works Labourer/Heavy Equipment Operator, Seasonal
This is a Union Position, CUPE. Local 2393.3

Wages based on approved CUPE Collective Agreement
The Township of Warwick invites applications for one (1) full-time Seasonal 
Public Works Labourer/Heavy Equipment Operator to assist in day-to-day winter 
operations for the Public Works Department in an effective, efficient, safe and 
environmentally responsible manner.  Monitor municipal roads to provincial 
minimum maintenance standards, conduct repairs, and maintain necessary records.  
Provide winter control, road and sidewalk maintenance under the direction of the 
Lead Hand and Manager of the Public Works Department.  Successful applicant will 
work on a full time basis from November 15 to April 15 annually.    
REQUIREMENTS:
• Ability to organize tasks and complete them on a timely and effective basis.
• Demonstrated knowledge in the use of appropriate equipment associated 
  with the position: Backhoe, grader, tandem truck, tractor and vehicles.
• Physical ability to undertake significant physical labour.
• Required to be available for emergency response rotations as needed for 
  overtime, including evenings, weekends, and holidays.
• Minimum DZ Ontario Driver’s Licence for equipment outlined.
• Post-secondary certificate, preferably from a technical program; or an equivalent 
  combination of experience and education.
• Courses in specific functions and/or equipment preferred (Winter Control, 
  Road Grading, etc).

Resumes will be received until 12:00 noon on Friday, October 15th, 2021 
and shall be addressed to:  

Andrew Maver – Public Works Manager
Township of Warwick, 

6332 Nauvoo Road, R.R. #8
 Watford, Ontario N0M 2S0

Work (519) 849-3926  •  Fax (519) 849-6136
 Email: MEsselment@warwicktownship.ca

For a copy of the job description email: MEsselment@warwicktownship.ca

7817 Rokeby Line,
Brooke Alivinston, ON

Quiet and peaceful country living surrounded by 
open farm �elds. This Victorian home, tucked 
away in the trees, is your own private Shangri la! 
This well-maintained spacious family home has 3 
or 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and is on 1.8 acres  
of land. Numerous updates over the recent years. 
Features front porch, an eat-in kitchen, formal 
dining room, open staircase and spacious living 
room with a �replace in the cozy parlour, with 
hardwood �oors. Plus, main �oor laundry, and 
detached 3 car garage, with plenty of storage for 
4-wheelers, dirt bikes, toys and/or cars. Don’t miss 
out on this chance to live in the country.

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

$499,900 MLS#21010020

$499,900

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In Person Service 
now back Sundays

@ 10:00 a.m.
Services also available online:

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

      Pastor John MacIntosh

Wyoming United Church
730 Second Street, Wyoming

In Person Services 
taking place

Sunday’s @ 9:30 am
Rev. Steven Longmoore
Church Office 519-845-3963

wyoming_united@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook

St. Paul’s
United Church

4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In Person Services 
now taking place

Sunday’s @ 10:30am
Rev. Carey Wagner

Church Office: 519-882-1390
www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

IN PERSON
CHURCH SERVICE

Sunday Mornings 
10:30am

Pastor: Alex Craig
Church Office 519-882-2480

email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com
www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia 

Welcome Back!
In-person 

Church Services
Sunday Mornings

@ 11:00 am 
Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee

Church Office 519-882-1430
christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

Business & Service
Directory

PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Events are listed FREE for non-profit 
groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to 
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

UPCOMING EVENTS
DATE START TIME LOCATION EVENT 
Oct 9 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion 

Oct 14 7pm Sarnia Lambton Branch Ontario Genealogical Society Meeting in South Hall of LDS Church. Featuring Penny 
Walters, searching for ancestors when you are adopted. FREE open to public and members.

Oct. 16 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion 
Oct 23 Watford Watford Legion Fish Fry
Oct 23 3:30 Forest Forest Legion 
Oct 29 Forest Poppy Campaign begins. Forest Legion Flag raising
Oct 30 11am Watford Watford Legion Dart Tournament
Oct 30 3:30pm Forest Forest Legion 
Nov 7 Watford Remembrance Brunch
Nov11 Remembrance Day Services

of events

email us
your event

to:
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

and we will add it to
our current listings!

OCTOBER
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Classi�ed 
Deadline

for 
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Issue

@ 12 noon
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Howdy
Neighbour
It was a time for 
neighbours to say 
hello and get together 
for the annual 
Brooke-Alvinston-
Watford Fall Fair over 
the weekend with 
the weather both 
Friday and Saturday 
encouraging a large 
turnout

Heather 
Wright 
Photos

The annual Brooke-Alvinston-Watford Fall Fair parade drew 
more spectators than normal as the sun shone brightly 
Saturday. At the top, Fair Ambassador Autumn Bressettee 
gets a ride on the Brooke Fire Service antique truck. Brooke-
Alvinston Councillor Frank Nemcek (middle left) waves to Dan 
Cumming as he rides by in the parade and Andy Triest - driving 
a truck from Kucera - helps his little pal greet the crowd. The 
motocross riders from Brigden were a big hit with the small 
parade goers.


