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Protesters who had blocked Highway 402 at the Forest Road exit since Feb. 9 drove off the highway Monday around 3 pm. The group was part of a nation-wide protest
organized by Canada Unity. The group was protesting COVID-19 mandates, but Canada Unity’s stated goal was also to oust the Liberal government and join forces with the
Senate and the Governor General to form the new government. The people manning the 25 vehicles which blocked the highway used a farmer’s field just off the highway as a
campsite while the equipment was parked on the highway. Supporters were invited to come hang out and at times fireworks and music could be heard. See more below.

White wants protesters ‘held accountable to the full extent of the law’

Heather Wright
The Independent

Warwick councillors are
denouncing a protest which
blocked Highway 402 and turned
the township’s roads into a
transport route.

This as their mayor voiced
support for the protest and is
getting credit for bringing the 402
blockade to an end.

About 25 farm vehicles -
everything from tractors to heavy
equipment and pickup trucks - had
been parked on the westbound side
near the 402 since Feb. 9. They
were using a farmer’s field as a
campsite, inviting supporters to
come by each night. By Monday
only 16 vehicles remained.

While the protest was peaceful,
Lambton County Warden Kevin

Marriott says people living along
the emergency route, where
thousands of trucks off the 402
came right past their front door,
were angry.

Some complained about the
volume of traffic, particularly as
children got on the school buses
in the morning. Others, Marriott
says, were watching their roads
break apart from the constant use
of the heavy trucks.

“There is major damage to
both county roads and lower
municipality roads,” he says
noting both London Line and Zion
Line in Warwick are showing
noticeable signs of damage. “It’s
really happening quickly now
apparently because of the traffic;
the roads just aren’t built like the
402 to handle weight and truck
after truck after truck.”

The traffic was particularly heavy
when Windsor’s Ambassador
Bridge was closed because of a
similar protest. It was reopened
late Sunday after seven days.

Rombouts supported the protests
which calls for the end to all
COVID-19 mandates. The protests
are organized by Canada Unity, a
group calling for the removal of
the present government without an
election.

Marriott says Rombouts made
calls to the protest leaders which
led to the tractors leaving the
highway around 3 pm yesterday
surrounded by about 10 OPP cars.

Rombouts declined an interview
but in a text said “I believe that
if the provincial and federal
governments would take the time
to listen to the people, instead of
calling them names and saying

they hold unacceptable views, all
of this could have been avoided.”

In an online post, one of the
organizers, David Buurma of
Petrolia, said there were a number
of factors to leaving the highway
including that people in the area
were concerned about the amount
of truck traffic.

Buurma also cited his own
personal schedule as one of the
reasons the protest shutdown.

“I hope to be in USA again here
in a few days. And again, what’s
happening in America is that
they’re wide open. Farm shows are
going on. ...no masks, no vaccine
passports, no nothing. Why is that?
Because the vaccine, the passport
is a joke. COVID is a joke. It’s
gone. It’s moved on.”

And while the trucks are no
longer on the highway, Buurma

said “the party” in the bush
beside the highway will continue.
Protesters had been using a
sympathetic farmer’s field as a
campsite at the exit. Supporters
were invited to come hang out
and at times, fireworks and music
could be heard.

Buurma added “about 50”
tractors and farm vehicles were
parked in a field near the highway
on Forest Road, should they ever
need to step up and support the
protesters in Ottawa again.

While Warwick’s mayor was
credited for getting protesters to
move on, Rombouts was alone
in her support of the 402 protest
as Warwick councillors roundly
denounced the protest at a council
meeting just three hours after the

tractors went home.
SEE WARWICK PG 2
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Full capacity for restaurants Thursday

Heather Wright
The Independent

Some of the COVID-19 restrictions
in Ontario are easing, but a bid by the
Conservatives to get federal mandates
dropped has failed.

Premier Doug Ford says vaccine
passports will end March 1 but
masking will stay in place “a little bit
longer.”

Politicians have been facing pressure
to ease COVID-19 restrictions after
protests across the country crippled
borders and led to the occupation of
Ottawa since Jan. 28. Last Thursday,
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of
Health, Dr. Kerian Moore, said the
situation in Ontario is improving
with the number of people in Ontario
hospitals and ICUs falling. He said
that would lead to less restrictions.
Monday, the premier moved up the
reopening plan by a week. That allows
restaurants and bars to operate at
full capacity starting Thursday. Only
large sports centres will have capacity
restricted to 50 per cent.

The new rules mean indoor
weddings, funerals and religious
services are only limited to the number
of people who can maintain two meters
of distance. Shopping malls, retail

and grocery stores also have the same
restriction.

Ford says “we’re making this
announcement because it is safe to do
so, not because of what is happening in
Ottawa or Windsor; it’s happening in
spite of it.”

One of the restrictions staying in
place is masks. Ford says they’ll be
required “a little bit longer” with
Moore hinting students will be wearing
masks until the end of the school year.

Meantime, in Ottawa, the federal
Conservatives who first supported
what they called the “peaceful”
protest and then told the people in
Ottawa to go home, wanted the federal
government to come up with a plan
by Feb. 28 to end all COVID-19
restrictions. Leader Candice Bergen
made the motion saying provinces are
reducing restrictions and Canada’s
Chief Medical Office said we need to
learn to “live with” the virus.

The motion failed. Local MP’s
Lianne Rood (Lambton-Kent-
Middlesex) and Marilyn Gladu
(Sarnia-Lambton) voted with their
party. Gladu called on the Prime
Minister to make a “deal to get rid
of all these mandates.” She added in
a video posted online “I hope you’re
standing with me... Freedom Baby!”

Warwick worries about cost of 402 protest

CON’T FROM PG 1

All said they had heard from large
numbers of residents frustrated by
the protest, the congestion it created,
the damage it did to the roads in the
community and concerned about the
mayor backing the protesters.

“] want to say as a councillor,
denounce all occupations in Ottawa,
at all of our border crossings and our
own portal, too,” said Councillor Todd
White.

“I do commend our local law
enforcement for keeping it safe,
keeping our border open and not
allowing the occupation to snarled
traffic and to allow trade to continue.
And I do want to shout out to the
real heroes that are still working out
there - health care workers that are still
battling COVID.

“I don’t understand why people don’t
see that it is still a concern.

“And I hope that those involved in
those occupations are held accountable
to the full extent of the law,” White
said.

Councillor Colin Mitchell suggested
the protesters did not speak for the
community. “Civil disobedience in
our community has a place but it
also has consequences. Having all
of those points brought forward I
think is important. You know, our
community deserves to feel safe and
feel represented on all accounts.”

Deputy Mayor Jerry Westgate says
if the protesters disrupt traffic in the
community again, council should
be meeting to deal with the issue. “I
didn’t mind one day, but when it goes
in to the weeks and the amount of
money that was spent, that’s way too
long to be breaking the law,” he says.

“Parking a tractor on the highway is
breaking the law. It’s okay to make a
point but not to break the law for so
long, because it costs you so much
money.”

Councillor Wayne Morris has heard
from taxpayers concerned they’re

going to get stuck with the bill for the
protest. “Is this going to cost us as a
taxpayer, as a township? ... Or is this
spread across the province? There must
have been a lot of overtime pay.”

Treasurer Trevor Jarrett says some
of the bill will likely come back to
the municipality. “It’s going to be
allocated based on region and it will be
spread amongst other municipalities in
our region. So yes, it’s going to cost,”
he said adding it will be some time
before he knows exactly how much.

Rombouts, spoke publicly about her
support for the protesters Saturday.
(see page 3) That left councillors to
remind residents the mayor was not
speaking for all of council.

“I apologize if anything that I have
done in the last week has impacted
our council or staff or municipality,”
Rombouts said at council Monday
suggesting her views helped resolve
the crisis.

“I do believe that I would not have
even gotten my phone call answered
had I not been understanding and
empathetic to what’s happening around
our country,” Rombouts said.

“And I believe that we need to work
really hard to try to find a bridge to
this divide in our community, in our
families, and in our homes. So, we’re
all going to work together. I know
this council has always worked well
together. We’re going to move forward
from here.

“We all have our own ways of
leading and we’re doing the best we
can.”

Councillor White added; “I just think
it is poor when politicians try to use it
for their own political gain.”

Officials with OPP say no charges
were laid before the people left the
area. The OPP had not laid charges in
protest by the same group who parked
150 farm vehicles at the Bluewater
Bridge Feb. 6

OPP Const. Jill Johnson says the
investigation is continuing.

Across the province, more workers are joining
the skilled trades as resources and industries
in the north become part of the future of clean
steel and electric vehicles.

More jobs are being created by building new
bridges and highways, expanding public
transit and constructing new homes—all for
a growing province. Home-grown businesses
are manufacturing more of the things we

rely on.

Ontario's economy is getting stronger.
See what's happening at ontario.ca/stronger

Ontario @

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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THE END OF AN ERA

FROM THE ONTARIO POWER GENERATION VIDEO

A piece of Lambton County tumbled into the history books as Ontario Power
Generation imploded what was left of the Lambton Generating Station. In 2013, the
coal-fired plant shutdown - part of the Ontario Liberals plan to green the economy
and improve air quality. Workers remained at the Courtright site until 2016 while OPG
tried to find an alternative use. But that failed and the long process to bring down the
massive complex began. JMX Contracting began demolition in 2018 but the work
stopped in April 2020 when the company went bankrupt. The COVID-19 pandemic
delayed plans further. Work began in earnest again in April 2021 when OPG hired
Delsan-A.I.M. to finish the job. OPG spokesperson Neal Kelly says the company
made plans to implode the giant stacks in the month of February and they’ve been
keeping their eyes open for the perfect weather conditions. At 6 am Saturday, officials
determined the conditions were right and by 8 am, the plant which once employed
900 people, was reduced to a pile of rubble. Roads around the site were closed off
but neighbours remained mostly in their home with some watching the giant stacks
disappearing from the skyline as they drank their morning coffee. The best view of
the implosion was across the St. Clair River. Video posted on social media shows the
building coming down as the person behind the camera says she felt the explosions
in her chest. From the first explosion at the base of the boiler units until the last of
the three stacks fell took only 56 seconds. By 8:30 am, Kelly relayed “‘Successful
implosion. Stacks and boilers are on the ground. All went as planned.” Delsan-A.l.M.
will likely take until the summer to clear up the debris.

‘The best Christmas gift ever’

Heather Wright
The Independent

It was likely the best Christmas present a
Petrolia family received.

Tim Williams, the public fire prevention
officer at the Petrolia/North Enniskillen
Fire Department, says a mom and her three
young children were able to get out of their
Petrolia home Monday when their dryer
caught fire.

Williams says two of the family’s five chil-
dren had already headed to school and there
were clothes in the dryer when the mother
smelled something. She opened the door to
the laundry room and the smoke detector

went off. They called the fire department
and got out of the house safely.

Williams says the family had just received
the smoke detector in December, one of
385 families who received new smoke/C02
detectors with their Christmas for Everyone
boxes. Williams says the department teamed
up with the organization to distribute the
alarms purchased with the help of Shell
Canada, Lambton Mutual Insurance and
Hydro One.

He added it was good see that the family
had appreciated and installed the detectors
and that it did what it was supposed to do.

“It may have been the best Christmas gift
ever,” he said.

Four nods for provincial awards

The Independent

The Independent has once again been
named one of the best small newspapers in
Ontario.

It’s the paper’s fourth nomination in the
General Excellence category of the Ontario
Community Newspaper Awards since it
opened in 2013. The Independent has been
named best newspaper with a circulation of
1,999 or less twice.

The Petrolia based newspaper is nominat-
ed in the category alongside its sister paper,
The Herald serving Thamesville, Dresden
and Bothwell and the Haliburton Echo.

The Independent’s Alex Kurial and Hea-
ther Wright also have been recognized for
coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic in
2021.

The Alymer Express and The Barrie

Advance have also been nominated in the
category.

Wright is also nominated for Columnist of
the Year in the 2021 awards submitting three
columns about life and politics.

Columnists from The Cambridge Times
(Loraine Centeno) and The Uxbridge Cos-
mos (Ted Barris) are also in the running for
the award.

The Independent is also nominated for the
Best Feature Photo for newspapers with
circulation 9,999 and less. Wright is in com-
petition with Darren Lum of The Minden
Times and Lisa Hagen of The Wilmot Post.

The OCNA will announce the winners of
the 2021 awards in a virtual ceremony April
29.1t’s the third year the awards gala will
be held online because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

S .2

LAMBTON MUTUAL

NOTICE OF ANNUAL AND
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
OF

LAMBTON MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

TAKE NOTICE that the Annual and Special General Meeting of
the Members of LAMBTON MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
will be held by way of a virtual meeting on

Thursday, March ITZ? 2022 at 1:30 p.m.

Receive, consider and approve the Annual Statements and Auditors’
Report for the year ended December 31, 2021.

Consider and if thought fit, to adopt, with such amendments as may
be made at the Meeting, the amendment to By-Law No. 1A of the
Company passed by the Board of Directors on January 25, 2022, which
deletes Article 55 of the By-law and replaces it with the following: “The
Directors may, subject to the applicable legislation, declare a refund at
the end of a fiscal year upon such terms and subject to such conditions

as the Directors may determine.”

Elect two directors for a 3-year term in accordance with Company By-

laws.
Appoint auditors.

Transact such further business as may rightly come before the meeting.

Please email watford@lambtonmutual.com

if you wish to attend and request your link to the virtual meeting.

NOTE: The Annual Statements for the Company for the year ending December 31,2021 may
be viewed on the Company’s website at www.lambtonmutual.com. A Member may obtain a
copy of the Annual Statements by sending a written notice to the Company’s head office at

least 14 days before the Meeting.
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Editorial

Reclaiming the flag [gyr Story

It is disappointing Canada’s flag has been dragged in
to the political protest in Ottawa.

The people opposed to vaccine mandates - who also
want to remove the current government - have co-
opted the flag as a symbol of their “freedom fight”
to have COVID-19 restrictions removed. People
wrapping themselves in the flag while camping out
at the seat of democracy because they’re not getting
their way telegraphs to the country that they are ‘true’
Canadians.

It would follow then that the large majority, who
are either angry the protest has gone on so long or
confused by the cause, are not.

And it makes it hard to look at those who would
weaponize our Canadian flag in protest.

It’s not unusual that controversy would surround a
flag. Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson thought it was
critical for Canada to have its own flag to define it as
a unified, independent country. The very thought of
that was divisive. Canadians soldiers carried the Union
Jack and the Canadian Red Ensign into two world
wars; for them, changing the flag was unthinkable. But
Pearson persisted.

For six weeks in 1964, the nation had ‘The Great
Flag Debate’ trying to decide between three designs,
including Pearson’s favourite which included blue
stripes instead of our now iconic red. The design of ‘ﬁ
George Stanley, the Dean of Arts at the Royal Military
College, was championed by MP John Matheson. He ? \‘ 0 B Q
said the red maple leaf “was the handiwork of many . _ - S g, ¢ b\ 0 \é\ \'& 0 9 2 WA 9
loving hands extended over a long period of Canada’s 5 e e T 5
history.” B o Pt v = e I e, et il

1 FROM THE DAVE BURWELL POSTCARD COLLECTION
Wg:ﬁ?;?il\l,zrvﬁ?g lt)g%?;i:rﬁd]ﬁﬁ%?;g: lizg.a{l g ;: hite Petrolia’s downtown was all decked out for Old Boy Days in Aug. 1908. Some of the downtown’s familiar
the stroke of noon, Pearson’s words were filled with buildings, including the library, can be seen.
hope and determination. “May the land over which this
new flag flies remain united in freedom and justice...
sensitive, tolerant and compassionate towards all.”

As we navigate this modern day crisis, we would all DOlitiCS iS rea”y Only about pO”tiCS anymOre

do well to remember Pearson and Matheson’s words.
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Canada may suffer some cuts and abrasions in the There have been a lot of earnest look- 28 and have been there ever since. have little to do
search for freedom and justice, but we’re confident ing politicians standing up at micro- There have been countless complaints ~ with science or
we will remain “sensitive, tolerant and compassionate  phones to mourn the “great divide” everything from the noise, the diesel civil liberties, it
towards all.” And this saga, too, will become part of in our country - politicians of every fumes, the overt racism (Nazi flags has to do with
the handiwork which builds this nation over the course  stripe. and symbols in the hands of some of votes and who
of Canada’s history. A group of people bent on deposing the protestors) and the dancing on the  is most likely to
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for his Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. cast them in their
Lette rs to th e Ed itor various faults - including being named Despite all we know about this direction the next
Trudeau - latched on to the concerns protest, Conservative politicians are time around.
The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. some people have about the federal falling all over themselves to take up It would be
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email government mandating essential work-  their cause, mostly because it makes nice if our lead-
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca (please use ers be vgccinated against COVID-19 Trudeau look bad, which is the Con- ers could see
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www. and decided to go for a drive to Ottawa  servatives’ goal as well. On the other that some of
petrolialambtonindependent.ca to over throw the government. They side, Liberals and NDP stick to their the COVID-19 Heqther
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 collected lots of supporters, seem- guns, knowing 84 per cent of Can- measures could Wright
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The ingly unaware of their Memorandum adians are vaccinated and likely have be changed AND
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1RO0. of Understanding which the white little sympathy for the protesters. agree we shouldn’t
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity ~ nationalist leaders had drafted to install ~ The Bloc, knowing Quebecers are be negotiating with people bent on
and clarity. themselves as the new government. civil libertarians, sided with the Con- upending democracy. It seems even
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number Canada Unity and their friends servatives. in a crisis, politics is really only about
for verification. parked in downtown Ottawa Jan. The lines the politicians have drawn  politics anymore.
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EDITOR:

It’s time to listen.

For two years small business owners
and blue collar workers have been
the hardest hit by the restrictions and
mandates handed down by all levels of
government.

As time wore on and savings
evaporated honest, hard working
Canadians have slowly felt backed into
a corner.

Recent events at local restaurants,
border crossings and our capital city
are the consequence of not listening.
So much of this tension could easily be

Opinion

Few leaders have taken the time to listen; reader

defused by listening.

Regardless of what color sign you put
on your lawn at election time you can’t
simply dismiss the struggles or beliefs
of your neighbor just because you have
happened to experience the pandemic
differently.

Leaders at all levels have repeated
the phrase “we have heard you” but
few have actually taken the time to go
out and listen.

What harm could possibly come
from sitting down and having a large
double-double with a few concerned
citizens?

I applaud anyone who will take the
time or put in the miles to go speak
and act for what they believe in even
when there cause or opinions do not
align with my own.

After all, these protestors are
Canadians and when this is all over
they will still be Canadians.

If you are a public official or elected
leader we have heard you talk every
day for two years. Now is time for you
to listen.

Gregory Hilliard
Alvinston,ON

Giving in would mean more protesters with more demands

EDITOR:

I can understand why people protest
for what they believe in, but this has
gone on much too long.

Even if the government wanted to
give these protesters what they are
requesting, they would not.

What would happen with the group

standing in line behind the truckers?
Government would have to give into
their requests and the same for the next
group and so on.

There would be no end to protesters
and their requests.

You gave it your best shot and I
applaud you. Not for being a nuisance

and upsetting a lot of people, but for

what you believed in at the time.
Now it is time to go home, before

someone gets injured or worse.

Nancy Jones
Petrolia, ON

Concern after Warwick’s mayor visits Ottawa protest

Heather Wright
The Independent

Some Warwick Township councillors
are voicing concern after Mayor
Jackie Rombouts visited protestors in
downtown Ottawa.

Rombouts was with John Lammers
of Petrolia, a deacon in the Catholic
Church, who drove to Ottawa in a
transport from LaSalle Agri for the
Jan. 28 protest called the Freedom
Convoy. Lammers has been there ever
since.

A photo, dated Feb. 11, shows
Rombouts with Lammers and his wife,
Teresa, holding a blanket saying “God
Keep Our Land, Glorious and Free.”

“John Lammers, his and his wife,
Teresa are friends of ours and I wanted
to see (the protest) for myself,”
Rombouts told The Independent.

“There’s been a lot of a lot of
information going around about what’s
happening there. So, I wanted to see
for myself what’s actually happening.”

The demonstration has been widely
criticized. It was organized by a group
called Canada Unity. It’s express goal
heading out across Canada was to
remove the current Liberal government
and form a coalition with the senate
and governor general — a move that is
not constitutional — in order to remove
all COVID-19 measures including
vaccine mandates and masks.

Protestors have been seen with
Nazi and Confederate flags on the
hill. Ottawa Police said Friday
over 400 hate crime complaints
have been registered related to the
demonstrations.

There is also video of a protestor
dancing on the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier and dressing up a statue of
Terry Fox, both actions which were
widely condemned including by the
Royal Canadian Legion and the Terry
Fox Foundation.

But Rombouts says “the mainstream
radio, media has been lying about (the

demonstration) from the start.

“I saw firsthand that there’s no
violence. There’s no racism happening
there.

“I think that there’s a large portion of
our community and of the society as
a whole, that is very, very concerned
about what’s happening in our country.
And I think that they have a right to
be heard. And they’ve tried many
different options over the past year to
be heard; writing letters, making phone
calls, doing local rallies, and they feel
like it’s falling on deaf ears. And I just
wish we had leadership in Parliament
that was willing to sit down and listen
to Canadians.”

Rombouts has stood against vaccine
mandates since the Ford government
implemented them. She said at the
time she would not support businesses
who turned unvaccinated people away,
sparking an intense online debate. But
the attention also attracted people who
threatened her life. Rombouts says the
police have been unable to do anything
because the threats are anonymous
social media trolls.

Rombouts frustration with the
mandates stems from concern for her
teenaged children. One has a heart
condition and Rombouts says two
doctors have told her not to have him
vaccinated. However, no one can write
an exemption letter for her child since
the guidelines for exemptions only
have had a severe vaccine reaction.
The mayor says she fully supports
anyone who wants to be vaccinated
and has volunteered at vaccine
clinics to make sure people could be
vaccinated. But, she says, the mandates
are cutting people, like her children,
off from society and it causes mental
health issues.

“All I'm saying is that there are
mandates in place that are not right.
That there are people out there that
can’t get an exemption and they’re
being discriminated against. Those

Warwick Mayor Jackie Rombout at
the Ottawa protest with friends John
and Teresa Lammers of Petrolia.

people’s lives have been ruined...
young people have mental health
issues now because of these mandates.

“There’s pain and heartache
happening on both sides of this issue,”
she said adding the Prime Minister,
Justin Trudeau, is not helping.

“Leadership is not standing up and
saying that ‘I am better than you and
I know better than you what is right
for your life. And you’re all a bunch
of fringe minority idiot people with
unacceptable views’ — that is not
leadership. That is a totalitarian society
that I don’t want to live in.”

Several Warwick Township
councillors The Independent talked to
said they had heard from constituents
concerned about Rombouts visit to the
Ottawa protest.

The councillors said the mayor
has a right to her opinion, however
they’re concerned that because she
is the mayor of the municipality, it
might give the wrong impression that
the whole of council agrees with the
protest and the reasons behind it.

“I would prefer that people realize
that Jackie’s point of view is not the
whole council’s point of view or
Warwick Township’s point of view,”
said Deputy Mayor Jerry Westgate.

He added he expects council will
continue to work together, despite
disagreement on the issue.

Emery Huszka
Dealer - Florence ON,
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Julie Maw
Dealer - Courtright ON,
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Dealer - Tupperville ON,
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South Lambton ON,
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Here's How It Works: Level: Intermediate
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel

& ()8 the co-operators-

A Better Place For You®

Give yourself peace of mind
with the right coverage for you.
Call us today!

11- 4247 il Heritage Rd Petrol|a * 519-882-4880 * www.cooperators.ca

Petrolia €f&d Dentistry

There sa home for

healthy, attractive smiles
in your neighbourhood

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the
whole family, from cleanings and exams to
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office,
you'll feel completely comfortable.

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520
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U 1. People may not need your product
or service today, but they may need
it tomorrow.

ADVERTISING [t

3. Frequent advertising adds credibility

I S to your message.

4. When an ad is seen frequently, it
gets the consumer yearning for your
service and they will take action to
buy it.

5. Advertising frequently helps put
your name out in front of the
competition’s.

6. Advertising frequently is a lot like
repeatedly inviting a friend to come
see you. One day, they are bound
to visit!

7. Frequent advertising helps you build
a steady source of incoming sales.

8. Out of sight, out of mind.

9. You make more money when you
do! It’s plain and simple. |

The

ndependent

Serving Petrolia and Central Lambton

4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON NON 1R0
- Phone: 226-738-0728

email: sales @ petrolialambtonindependent.ca
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Vacant
buildings
face fees,
fines in
Petrolia

Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia Councillor Joel Field hopes a
new vacant building policy is the “next
step for our downtown.”

Council approved the multi-pronged
program which encourages businesses to
set up shop downtown.

One of the key pieces is the Vacant and
Under Utilized Building program. Owners
of vacant buildings are required to regis-
ter with the town and pay a $750 yearly
fee. They’re expected to keep up min-
imum standards including making sure
paint isn’t peeling and windows and doors
are in good repair. If they don’t, a panel
of experts, which would include bylaw
enforcement officers, could issue orders
for the problems to be fixed. If they don’t
comply, they could be fined $500. There
are also $500 per month fines for owners
who do not register their buildings.

“With less than five per cent vacancy
in our downtown this has recently come
to light as a key issue in a couple of
buildings in our downtown: entrepre-
neurs would like to locate to Petrolia
but the many of the vacant buildings are
not ready to be rented,” says Laurissa
Ellsworth, director of marketing, arts and
communications for the town in a report
to council.

She adds, “the downtown plan speaks
directly to vacant buildings or those with
ongoing maintenance concerns, “eye-
sore” features, disrepair and more. This
program will provide clear guidelines for
acceptable appearances and maintenance
standards for storefronts so that they are
rent ready.

“This is not intended to penalize
building owners for small concerns, but it
is more to prevent future blight, and spur
maintenance and work on currently empty
and non-rentable buildings.”

The policy also has a number of
programs entrepreneurs can take
advantage of including opportunity for
pop-up shops and micro grants to improve
businesses.

Ellsworth first suggested the program in
2016, however council of the day didn’t
act on it concerned about the reaction of
local businesses.

This time, Ellsworth and town staff held
a number of meetings with merchants in
the downtown to talk about the program
and to make it workable.

Field hopes the policy will help improve
some of the buildings including one he
believes has been empty for decades.

“I am totally convinced one has been
vacant for 25 to 30 years on the main
street ... that’s not somebody that wants
to rent,” he told council Monday as it
approved the document.

“An open storefront on our main street
isn’t a good thing...I think businesses
really want to do this.

“I like to see it move forward to the next
steps. I think that they’ve spent a lot of
time and I think this is our next step for
downtown.”

Saturday, Feb 19

STREAM Starting

at 3:00pm

AT HOM E* for 24 hours!

S

i1

HERITAGE DAY
PETROLIA 45
DISCOVERY

Open for Self Guided Tours
Saturday, February 19

10:00am - 2:00pm

Learn about the specific
challenges of operating

Treats
Provided (%

an 1870 historic oil Specialt

field in winter. Hot ChOC}; g :ge;;a
SPECIAL Ookies seryeq
GIVEAWAYS atson’s Mijj.

Both entrances will be
open, follow signage to parking.
Entrances and parking locations are
weather dependent. Follow us on
Facebook for a special series of winter
photos and updates.

*DRIVE-THRU THE
PETROLIA FARMERS’ MARKET
AND PICK UP YOUR...

FAMILY .,
FUN PACK rm

396 Fletcher Street j

Saturday, February 19

10:00am - 2:00pm

Family Fun Packs include log in code for

movie Tom & Jerry, take out coupon and

more! Available to the first 400 families.
SPONSORED BY

®Kiwanis Rotary

Chubs of Patrada

(1)
CHAPTER W
Sunday, Feb 20

PUBLIC SKATING

Greenwood Arena SPONSORED BY

FEBRUARY 19-21,

PETR

411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia
519-882-2350

town.petrolia.on.ca

2022

Send us some photos of how your family celebrates Family Day'!
We would love to see them!

Sed s (our
LIA pleiutés
Take pictures and send them to

twagner@petrolia.ca
by Monday, Feb 21 at 4pm

-

4065 Dufferin Ave f—

& E/MA
1:50pm-2:50pm iy
Participants permitted
based on Provincial limits

-
. . John McCharles
and vaccine requirements.

Broker

Monday, Feb 21

FREE " All Are Welcome
DRIVE THRU

BREAKFAST

New Life Assembly Church

421 Oozloffsky St.  NEW LIFE2.
9:00am-10:00am  ASSEMBLY=&%«

F,

WEATHER
PERMITTING

FTIMETS

SOME SIMPLE RULES

USE SNOW BE CREATIVE HAVE FUN

Greenwood Arena
4065 Dufferin Ave
10:00am-11:30am

s=> Make Your Snow Monster. = Takea = Email pictures to
1 vou may use props but snow 2 picture. 3 twagner@petrolia.ca
must be the main material. by 4pm on Feb 21, 2022.

Petrolia Residents Only - Prizes will be mailed to the winners.

GOOFY
SNOW
MONSTERS

WIN
GREAT
PRIZES

F. - é Ni SILLY, SCARY,
v \ &/ .

SPONSORED BY: LAMBTON CENTRAL PETROLIA OPTIMIST CLUB

12:00pm-1:30pm

2:00pm-3:30 pm
Participants permitted based on _..

Provincial limits and vaccine requirements.
SPONSORED BY

%independent &

EVENT = [Lambton
SPONSOR W College

Community
Employment
Services
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Hydro use in SW Ontario to triple

Heather Brouwer
The Independent

Hydro One is planning on building new
infrastructure in St. Clair Township.

The electricity company is hoping to
construct a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt
transmission line between its Lambton
Transmission Station and its Chatham
Switching Station to help meet increasing
demand in the region.

“As you know, southwestern Ontario
is growing. It’s growing rapidly,” said
Alexandra Moskalyk, manager of special
projects for Hydro One, at a presentation at
a Feb. 7 council meeting.

“Between 2018 and 2026, electricity usage
is forecasted to triple.”

The expected growth in demand would be
equivalent to adding a city as big as Ottawa
to the electrical grid, she added.

Moskalyk presented five route options
for the line, noting that four would require
upgrading or looping existing infrastructure,
while only one option would be a
completely new build.

“We’re very hopeful that we can stay

within the confines of our existing
infrastructure and not have to go
greenfield,” she said.

“That is certainly an option, we just have
to go out, talk to stakeholders and assess
these options before we can confirm any of
them.”

The project is still in its early stages and
will need to go through an environmental
assessment process, engage in dialogue
with the community, and receive approval
from the Ontario Energy Board before
construction begins.

“We are looking to work with the
municipality and the community and
our neighbours to try to collect as much
information as we can at this time to
determine what is the best route.”

Virtual tours of the project will begin Feb.
25, and live virtual discussions will be held
March 9 and 10. Registration information
can be found on the company’s website.

Hydro One is hoping to begin construction
on the line in the spring of 2027, with the
goal for the new line to be in service in
2028.

Half of Lambton’s COVID cases in three months

Heather Wright
The Independent

Since Omicron hit Lambton County
there have been 5,115 confirmed cases of
COVID-19. That’s 54 per cent of the total
cases in this pandemic in three months.

And that’s despite the fact that the prov-
ince limited PCR testing for the virus to
only those in health care, long term care and
congregate care settings in late December.

And it appears Omicron is now the domin-
ant strain of the virus in Lambton - at least
what we can tell with the limited testing.

In the 649 cases so far in February, all of
the identified cases have been the Omicron
variant. Only 14 cases had been lab tested to
be the fast-spreading variant.

In January, Omicron was also the dom-
inant strain of identified of 3,010 cases
however there were still some cases of the
Delta virus which appeared. Delta was the
dominant identified strain in December
with about 4.5 per cent of all 1,456 being
positively identified as Delta, and just over
one percent identified as Omicron. That was
the first month the variant was identified in
Lambton.

While you can see a trend in the numbers
of identified variants, the vast majority of

cases are not identified. For example in
January only 3.3 per cent of the 3,010 cases
of COVID-19 were positively identified as a
particular strain of the virus.

This week, there were four outbreaks
in Lambton. Twenty-three residents and
five staff at Fiddick’s Nursing Home have
become ill with COVID-19 since the home
went into outbreak Feb. 3. Fiddicks is one of
two long term care homes in outbreak right
now. At North Lambton Lodge in Forest
fewer than five staff and five residents have
tested positive for the virus.

Throughout the pandemic, there have been
652 cases of COVID-19 in Lambton’s long
term care and retirement homes. Lambton
Public Health says 35 people in those homes
have died.

The seven other outbreaks which occurred
in institutions were at Bluewater Health.

There is also a workplace outbreak with 15
staff members ill and an outbreak at Huron
House Boys Home.

Over the last week, another five people
have died including a young person under
19 according Lambton Public Health said
Tuesday. In all, 121 people have died of
COVID-19 during the pandemic in Lambton
County. In Ontario, 12,101 people have died
an average of 38 people per day this week.

PHOTO CREDIT

One of downtown Petrolia’s most familiar faces has passed away. Frank Feenstra,
who spent many years with his bucket, pole and squeegee cleaning the windows of
local storefronts, passed away on the weekend. Feenstra operated Frank’s Window
Cleaning and Janitorial Services for 65 years. He often spent time with shop owners
- supervising Toni Aarts and Nancy Keys cleaning windows for Sharon McKinley for
a fun photo. In his obituary, family members said “Many will remember that he always
met them with a good or sometimes not so good joke.” They added Feenstra was
particularly proud of being named a recipient of the Mayor's Community Appreciation
Award in 2020 by Plympton-Wyoming Mayor Lonny Napper.

London woman charged in Warwick impaired

The Independent

Lambton OPP have charged a London
resident after finding a car in a ditch in

Warwick.

4 to find the car in the ditch. After speaking

with the driver, the OPP did a roadside

screening for drinking and driving.
The driver was arrested and faces two

impaired driving charges.

Police were called to Zion Line early Feb.

Cmé DIRECTORY

Christ Anglican Church

414 Oil Street, Petrolia

In-Person Services

Church Office 519-882-1430
n christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

United Church

4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

St. Paul’s

: CHURCH SERVICE
will resume In-Person Services Sunday Mornings
Sunday, February 20 will resume @10:30 a.m.
. Sunday, February 20 Pastor: Alex Craig
@ 11:15 a.m. Church Office 519-882-2480
@ 10:30 a.m. email: focpetrolia@gmail.com
Rev. Michelle Collins-Wongkee www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Rev. Carol Ferguson
Church Office: 519-882-1390

www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church

418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

IN PERSON

Find us on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Wyoming United
Church

730 Second Street, Wyoming

In-person services suspended at this
time. Please contact our office at
wyoming_united@outlook.com

to be sent the Zoom link to join us
for our 10am live service.

Rev. Steven Longmoore
Church Office 519-845-3963
li FIND US ON FACEBOOK

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In Person Service
now back Sundays
@ 10:00 a.m.

Services also available online:
www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Pastor Katherine Hawley
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Squires playoff action Saturday seueeze pLay

Barry Wright
The Independent

After an extraordinarily long
layoff, the Petrolia Squires
begin their Western Ontario
Athletic Association Senior
A semi-final this Saturday at
Greenwood. Petrolia will host
Milverton at 8:30 pm.

Habs back in

The Independent

For the second time in recent
weeks, the division-leading
Lakeshore Canadiens come to
Petrolia for a matchup with the
Flyers on Thursday. Game time
at Greenwood is 7:30.

Petrolia visits the Blades in
Blenheim on Sunday night.

The Flyers were scheduled

Game two is on the road
Sunday afternoon at 3 pm..

With a combination of the
Christmas break, an extended
COVID-19 shutdown and a
first-round playoff bye, the
Squires haven’t played in more
than two months, Their last
game was Dec. 17.

Milverton advanced beating

Creemore in a best-of-three
qualifying series.

The Squires and Four-Wheel
Drives split two games during
the abbreviated regular season,
both in Perth East.

Milverton won 6-3 in late
October while Petrolia recorded
a season-high in goals with an
8-6 triumph in late November.

town for action with Flyers

to play Amherstburg in a rare
Tuesday night home game this
week but the score was not
available prior to our weekly
press time.

It was Minor Hockey Night
with players from Petrolia,
East Lambton and the Lambton
Attacks minor programs
admitted free when wearing
their team jerseys.

Last week, the Flyers stayed
with the Mooretown Flags into
third period before the visitors
pulled away for an 8-4 triumph.

Tanner Hull had a goal and an
assist for Petrolia with Dylan
Riddell, Josh Jamieson and
Noah Harse adding the others.

Tyler Richardson made 49
stops in the Petrolia cage.

Busy stretch continues for Mooretown Flags

The Independent

A stretch of 11 games in 21
days in February continues
Friday for the Mooretown Flags
as they skate up against the
Junior Kings in Dresden.

The Flags are at home to
Ambherstburg on Saturday.

Both games are scheduled to
start at 7:30.

Mooretown was in Essex
on Tuesday for a game that
could have gone a long way
to determine who will finish
second in the Stobbs Division
but the score was not available
prior to our weekly press time.
Following an 8-4 win
at Petrolia last Thursday,
uncharacteristically, the
Flags surrendered 21 goals in

weekend losses to Lakeshore
and Wheatley. Mooretown has
only given up 61 goals in its
previous 22 games.

Quinton Johnston had his first
career junior hat trick in the
loss to the Canadiens. Logan
Gardner scored three goals in
the loss to the Sharks, and Jake
Vince tallied three times verses
Petrolia.

PW’s Harper earns first OHL point with win in Soo

Austin Harper has added his
name to the list of local players
who have registered points in
the Ontario Hockey League.

The Plympton-Wyoming
player and graduate of the
Lambton Jr. Sting AAA

program drew a second period
assist in Sarnia’s 3-0 win over
the Greyhounds in Sault Ste.
Marie last Friday night. Strong
wall play in the offensive

zone played an integral part in
a goal by Ethan Ritchie.

The 18 year-old has played
eight games with the String this
season.

He also has eight goals and
23 assists for 31 points in 28
games this season with the
GOJHL’s Sarnia Legionnaires.

Killer Bees lose to Fighting Irish in Alvinston

The Alvinston Killer Bees
were on the wrong end of a
5-2 score with the Stratford
Fighting Irish in Western
Ontario Super Hockey League
action last weekend in east
Lambton.

Sebastian Nogueira and Grant

Lancers fall to McGregor

The John McGregor Panthers and LCCVI Lancers
now share first place in the LKSSAA senior girls "AA”
volleyball standings after the Panthers beat the Lancers in
four sets Monday in Petrolia. After splitting the opening
two sets, the visitors won the final two close sets, 27-25 and
25-23. Both teams are now 3-1 on the season.

In junior play, John McGregor improved to 4-0 with a 25-
14, 26-24, 25-20 victory on LCCVI. The junior Lancers are

now 1-3 on the campaign.

The season continues Wednesday (Feb. 16) with the
Lancers taking on the Tartans in Wallaceburg in a junior-
seniors doubleheader. The regular season wraps up next
Wednesday with the two Lancer squads hosting Great

Lakes.

Spence scored their fifth and
11th goal of the season for the
Bees. Christian Moccia earned
two assists.

Dane Gubbels made 27
saves between the pipes for
Alvinston.

The same two teams play

in the Heritage Esso Plaza

4495 PETROLIA LINE -

s ".al'l,_k{n

“2¢ MOBILE APP

on Saturday afternoon in the
Festival city. After a trip to
Strathroy on Friday, Feb. 25,
the Bees are scheduled to

play their final regular season
home game against the Jets on
Saturday, Feb. 26 at 6:30 pm.

ORDER ONLINE AT

- OR ON OUR -

PETROLIA FLYER/ KAREN MCLEAN PHOTO

Josh Jamieson puts the squeeze play on a Mooretown Flag player during
the Friday night tilt. The Flyers skated with the Flags until the third when
Mooretown pulled away to an 8-4 victory.

STAY STANDING THISY

(e

. ok
d icy parking lots can be.rls
ijnq b"c:xyd?c“ with these top tips!

i i driveways
Sliopery sidewalks, .
foifors for falls in winter. Avo

WALK LIKE A PENGUIN

The penguin waddle helps you keep a centre of gravity over the front leg as you step, instead of split
between the legs. Short strides also help keep your centre of gravity, which help avoid falls.

Don't keep your hands in your pockets! Walk slowly, with short strides and try to land your steps with
a flat foot.

KEEP WALKWAYS CLEAR

Shovel snow and scrape ice as soon as possible. Liberally sprinkle ice melt product or sand onto
walkways to provide foot fraction and to make sure surfaces don't turn to ice.

This is not only protects you and your family, but also postal carries and others when they’re walking
around your property. Where possible install or use handrails for extra support.

TAKE ALL PRECAUTIONS

Be extra cautious walking after a storm. Tap your foot on partially icy areas to see if it is slippery. Hold

a railing while walking on icy steps. Stay steady by wearing proper winter footwear.

lightweight boots with a thick, non-slip tread sole will provide good traction on ice. If a sidewalk is icy

down the missile, walk on the snow beside it to avoid slips.
Lambton

' Chiropractic Centre

e P | |
: Dr. Kevin jig |
Storozuk & "Ly

Dr. Derek [
Martyniuk B e

431 King Street, Petrolia | 519-882-1880 www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

226-738-0696
IZZAHUT.CA

PETROLIA

’ n @pizzahutcanada

Y <
Walk-in Pick-up

Ty

Delivery
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Classified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Classifieds

Thursday, February 17, 2022

/“f%

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri
4156 Petrolia Line — Call 226-738-0728
or email: office @petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Real Estate

In Memory

Obituary

Thinking of selling your farm, home,
or commerical property?
We have been selling all 3 for the past 35 years.

This is a great time to list and sell as prices have never been
higher and supply of listings never lower.

Call us today for a free evaluation of your property.
We offer very competitive comission rates.

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford « 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com

Leo Stanatian Siles Representative
\_ Direct:519-878-5981 - leo@shanahanrealty.com - Fax-519.849.6683 )

- LISTINGS WANTED

Wanted: Farmland

Coming Events

FARMLAND - Do you want a farm-
er who wants and values your
opinion on how to best farm your
land ? One who will work with you
to develop a crop plan, discuss
when your farm is fit to plant and
harvest to minimize compaction
and maximise profit for the long
term? Then call Shawn at Font
Farms (519) 384-2855.

Wanted to Buy

Wanted to buy: OLD & UNUSUAL
STUFF from garages, attics, and
basements. Phone Chad at (519)
639-9102.

Help Wanted

ONTARIO ANCESTORS / SCOT-
LAND RESEARCH - Lambton
Country Branch OGS will be host-
ing a Zoom meeting that s free on
Tuesday, March 8, 2022 @ 7pm.
Featuring Christine Woodcock -
Scottish SIG Ontario Ancestors,
to get a link to Zoom email lamb-
ton@ogs.on.ca

Lambton County Branch of the
Ontario  Genealogical Society
DROP-IN: Monday, February 28
@ 2-3:30 pm email lambton@ogs.
on.ca for zoom link or call 519-
882-0835

MEAT RAFFLES - at Forest Legion
every Saturday at 3:30pm. Darts
on Wednesdays starting at 7pm.
Shuffleboard, Fridays at 1pm. Join
us at the Royal Canadian Legion
Br 176 - 58 Albert St., Forest. 519-
786-5357.

Weslane Farms (The sweet corn place)
is looking for a

Farm Labourer/ Operator

Full or part time position

Required to do seed deliveries, operate farm equipment,
maintain equipment and general maintenance around the farms
Valid D or A licence is an asset
Must be able to work variable hours as the weather and seasons dictate
Wages negotiable according to experience

Starting date: April 1, 2022

For more information contact:
Tim Williams 519-339-6866

tim.and.stacy.williams@plantpioneer.com

W Weslane Farms Inc. - 3627 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON

or send resume to

for next

week’s issue

February 24 2022

Serving Petrolia and Central Lambton

Independent {

4156 Petrolia Line ¢ 226-738-0728
office @ petrolialambtonindependent.ca

February 18

In loving memory of a
wonderful Dad, Grandpa & Great Grandpa

ARNOLD

JOHNSON

who passed away nine years ago, February 18, 2013

Those we love don’t go away,

They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
For death leaves a heartache,

No one can heal,

And love leaves a memory

No one can steal.

Forever loved and missed
Elaine, Len, Kathy,

Linda and Larry,

and families

Ywen Dobbyn

July 20,1940 - Feb. 19, 2021

Ay s
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v
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SINGLETON

Irene Winnifred

Irene Winnifred Annie Singleton
(née Muggeridge) of Birr -- Wife,
Mum, Mother-in-law, Nana, Sister,
“My Auntie Rene’, second-mother
to a select few, faithful friend to
many, “The older one is the better
cooker’, baker, wedding cake
decorator, knitter, seamstress,
needle worker, gardener, flower
arranger, water colour artist,
hostess with an open door and
heart, wonderful quirky sense of
humour, chorister, world traveler,
whilst being curious, intelligent,
compassionate, and courageous with a strong heart both in body and
character. Born is Banstead, Surrey, England on July 9, 1927 and passed
peacefully in Birr, Ontario on February 1, 2022. Rene married Derek
Singleton in Banstead, on May 26, 1945, after which both returned to
Service a few days later. In 1957, they immigrated to Canada with David,
10, John, 4. They built a life in Petrolia, Ontario and Karen joined the
family in 1965. They remained in Petrolia until retirement to Dyers Bay
in 1990. They had enjoyed 51 years of wedded adventure until Derek
passed on July 6, 1996. Rene is missed by her family; children David
(2021) (Laurena), John (Charlotte), Karen (Peter), and her grandchildren
Laura (Ron), Michael (Ruby Anne), Sarah (Dan); Dawn (Scott), Darcy
(Anne); Mattias, Micah; and great grandchildren Emily, Nicholas and
Taylor. A memorial service will be held on July 9, 2022, Renes’
95th birthday. Details will be available at www.haskettfh.com in
the coming weeks. Haskett Funeral Home, Lucan entrusted with
arrangements. Donations can be made in memory of Rene to the
Anglican Church of Canada’s, Primate’s World Relief and Development
Fund. In keeping with Rene’s love for gardening, consider planting a rose
bush in your own garden.

In Loving Memory of
ﬁW ”(/7)
5 /12t :

who passed away
one year ago on February 17, 2021.

Thank you for the stories and
the memories
Loved and remembered
by many

Always in our hearts,
Linda, Patrick, Tearza, Taryn,

Owen, Hunter, Jim & family

Services Offered

ﬁh@

EXIT REALTY TWIN BRIDGES

Brotaiage - lnsapurdsnily Swand L Cpmermied

MAGGIE BORTHWICK

REALTOR ®

c: 226-402-3454 [0
o: 519-542-1000 ™=

' Maggie@exitsarnia.com

Notices

Lambton County
Science fair

Open to students
Grades 3-12

Projects ready
for judging April 4

< T 7

For information and to register

www.lambtoncountysciencefair.ca

Register by March 25. w
Answers to this n S 8
i DT ¢
- 28
0 v o
M875913426%§§
Brought to you by: 7l2131119l416(518 Q'!E =
the co-operators aglelglsl2l713]114 9 é §
Give yourself 514118136l 7]9]2 8 %
peace of mind Q 2
with the right 4151716181912 1311 ": ::E-,
Tor you, 6193528476‘05r
Callustodayr | S ]8[2]7[4]119]6(5 (&) 3

SPREADING THE LOVE

Members of the IODE Margaret Stokes Chapter
delivered valentines to residents of Albany, Meadowview
and Fiddick’s today to spread some love and cheer.
Pictured here are (left to right) Gloria Saunders, Janet
Hext, Susan Maniuk, Wendy Loosley and Helen Danby.
Susan is from Albany, the rest are all members of IODE
Margaret Stokes Chapter. Some happy times amongst
all the protesting going on.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Office Hours
1col x 3-1/2” ﬁssmedd Deadline Mon-Fri 9am-5pm ,
§19.60 | Monday@ — o)
+HST = $22.15 Iz noon [N MEMORIAM = ,_% 4
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+HST = $12.66 ! )
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2 cols x 2-1/72”
$28 oo @ 40¢ per line
+ HST = $31.64 1col x 5”

+ HST = $31.64

Personal,
2 cols x 3-172”

i Non-Retail
e | |$39:20 Advertising

+HST = $18.98

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Birth Announcements, 2 cols x 1”°

Engagements, Graduations, Retirement Wishes,
Open Houses, Events, Cards of Thanks and sll 1 - z o A

In Memoriams, etc. + HST = $12.66
Stop by the
office CONGRATUL |ONS
4156 Petrolia Line

2colsx3” phone 3colsx2”
226-738-0728

$33.60 $33.60

+HST = $37.97 oremail +HST = $37.97

Email your text and photos to office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca




12 - The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton

Thursday, February 17,2022

Drugs in a car ‘worst decision of my life’

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

A Warwick man who passed
out in his car after taking
fentanyl says “it probably was
the worst decision of my life so
far.”

Tanner Ridley pled guilty
to impaired driving in Sarnia
Court Feb. 9.

Police were called to London

Line in Warwick Township
Sept. 28. The 28-year-old was
stopped in a live lane of traffic,
with the vehicle running and in
drive. He was passed out in the
driver’s seat and burnt tinfoil
was on the seat beside him after
taking fentanyl.

Ridley says he’s abused drugs
seven years but he has been
sober since the incident. And he
has been attending a methadone

clinic. “That was the lowest
of lows,” he told Judge Krista
Leszczynski.

Ridley was sentenced to one
year probation and a $1,500
fine. Part of his probation is to
participate in counselling for
his substance abuse. He will
also not be allowed to drive for

one year.
- THE INDEPENDENT

Relapse led to drunken St. Clair car crash says lawyer

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

“I am terribly embarrassed
and very sorry.”

Those words from a a 64 year-
old Sarnia man in court, Feb. 9.
“I am just trying to get back

to where I was before and
continue on with my sobriety.”
Robert Hyde pled guilty
to impaired driving after he
crashed his vehicle July 16
along Smith Line in St. Clair
Township near Sombra.
A resident called police after
he was seen falling down while

he walked along the road. Once
he was arrested and paramedics
arrived, he was yelling,
swearing and making threats.
At one point, he told police,
“I guarantee when I get out
of these cuffs, you will be
nothing.”
Hyde did not remember
what had occurred once he
was sober. He was shocked
and embarrassed about his
behaviour. After being released,
he returned to the police station
and apologized to the officer he
had yelled at during his drunken
rage.

Hyde - a long time alcoholic
- lapsed during the pandemic.
Defence lawyer Damon Hardy
said the combination of anxiety,
depression and COVID-19
restrictions resulted in some of
his worst drinking.

“He couldn’t drink enough of
it and he couldn’t drink it fast
enough,” Hardy told the court.

Judge Krista Leszczynski
called his case troubling
because the blood alcohol
readings were three times the
legal limit. Hyde was given
a $2,500 fine and his drivers’
license was suspended for a

Some LCCVI students part of province-wide protest

The Independent

Some LCCVI students joined
a protest billed as a province-
wide walkout Friday.

The Ontario Walk-Out

N

information was circulated on
social media saying the students
would be asking for an end to
mask mandates. In Petrolia,
some students jumped the gun
and walked out at noon. At 2

pm, about 50 students stood in
front of LCCVI, with one of the
teens holding a sign asking for
the end to mandates.

Some of the students remained

in class.

Brooke-Alvinston OKs 2.1 per cent hike

Heather Wright
The Independent

Brooke-Alvinston taxpayers will
see a 2.1 per cent bump in their muni-
cipal tax bill.

Council finalized the $4.4 million
operating and $1.4 million capital
budgets Feb. 10.

Councillors opted to spend slightly
less on some capital repair projects,
such as upgrades to the former
Ministry of Transportation dome on
Nauvoo Road. Councillor Wayne
Deans suggested spending about half
of the suggested $20,000 but instead
of removing $10,000 from the pro-
ject, that money go back into reserve
funds.

And as council discussed a new
pumper truck at the Brooke Fire
Service, Councillor Frank Nemcek
made it clear whatever rebate the
municipality received for the HST on
the pumper should also go back into
reserves.

The moves to increase the savings
council has comes after years of
using the accounts to help offset ris-
ing taxes. The municipality has faced
over a million dollars in funding cuts
from the province since 2013.

Asked what he thought of the final
budget, Treasurer Stephen Ikert
readily admitted, “I’m not happy that
we’ve been taking from reserves like
we have been, but I don’t see us hav-
ing a lot of leeway.”

In the last two years, the budget

shows the municipality has used
$1.33 million from the reserves,
which now have about $2.12 million
in them.

“We don’t want to increase taxes
ridiculously but when our funding
sources get cut, I think you’re doing a
good thing by passing it at that level,”
says the treasurer.

Ikert adds the increased tax rate
of 4.25 per cent is being offset by
increased building in the municipality
meaning there are more people to pay
the bill.

“The actual tax rate is only going to
go up 2.11 per cent, so if you haven’t
built anything new, that’s all you’ll
pay is 2.11 per cent.

The budget, he adds, tries to be
fiscally responsible while maintaining
the levels of service residents have
come to expect. It also invests in the
community’s infrastructure.

Meantime, water and sewer rates
are also on the way up. Council
passed increase of four per cent on
the water rate and 1.8 per cent on the
sewage rates.

Officials with the Ontario Clean
Water Agency which looks after
the plants says that’s a reasonable
increase considering some municipal-
ities face 10 per cent increases each
year.

Brooke-Alvinston’s taxes are the
fourth highest tax rate in Lambton
County behind Sarnia, Petrolia and
Oil Springs which has the highest tax
rate.
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+ $1,500 * Winter Bonus

Offer includes freight and air tax. Offer excludes taxes. 2021 model.

INCLUDES
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Lincoln Pickup & Delivery”

VEHICLE SERVICING FROM YOUR DOOR TO OURS

See the holiday stress melt away behind the wheel of a new Lincoln.,
Indulge yourself this season at a Lincoln dealer near you.

GI’ 0 LINC OLN 5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford, NOM 2S0
Sales 519-849-7000 - Service 519-849-7777

Vehicle(s) may be shown with optional equipment. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Limited time offers. Offers only valid at participating dealers. Retail offers may be cancelled or changed at any time without notice. See your Lincoln Dealer for complete details or call the Lincoln Client Relationship Centre at 1-800-387-9333. For factory orders, a
customer may either take advantage of eligible raincheckable Lincoln retail customer promotional incentives/offers available at the time of vehicle factory order or time of vehicle delivery, but not both or combinations thereof. Retail offers not combinable with any CPA/GPC or Daily Rental incentives, the Commercial Upfit Program or the Commercial
Fleet Incentive Program (CFIP).

THE LINCOLN
MOTOR COMPANY




