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SCAN FOR MENU

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Lambton OPP say one person has died in an accident at the corner of Courtright Line and Inwood Road. Around 11 Tuesday 
morning, a feed transport traveling east on Courtright Line collided with a white SUV – broadsiding it. Firefighters from Alvinston 
were called in immediately. An air ambulance was called, but six people were rushed to hospital by Lambton paramedics by land 
instead. A turn signal on the transport could still be seen blinking an hour after the accident occurred. Police were not commenting 
on the cause of the crash.

Inwood crash 

Former Petrolia teacher sentenced to a year in jail for sexual exploitation
Heather Wright
The Independent

“Teachers must live up to that trust that 
parents and students and families and 
society placed in them to guide and teach 
students and not to abuse them.”

That from Justice Deborah Austin as she 
sentenced a former Petrolia teacher to a year 
in jail after being found guilty of sexual 
exploitation.

Austin said the 12 month jail sentence for 
Gillian Boere, “is necessary to send a clear 
message that teachers must respect a clear 
boundary, not only in relation to the stu-
dents they directly teach, but also to those 
students who volunteer for in or around 

their classrooms or classroom activities, or 
preparation, in co-op, programs and field 
trips and coaching.”

Boere was found guilty of sexual 
exploitation in a Sarnia court on Jan. 28 
after four encounters with a teenaged 
boy over the summer of 2019. Sexual 
exploitation charges are laid when a person 
is a position of trust or authority to a minor 
according to the Criminal Code.

Boere was an elementary school teacher 
in Petrolia but the teen was not her student. 
There is a publication ban on any evidence 
which might identify the teen including how 
they knew each other.

Court heard the encounters began after 
the break up of Boere’s marriage. The teen 

visited her home and she began to cry. He 
asked her if she needed a hug, which lasted 
five to 10 minutes. The two then shared a 
kiss before the teen left. Court heard she 
told the teen not to say anything about the 
incident because she could be in trouble.

There were two other sexual encounters, 
one which the judge found sexual touching 
had taken place the other where there was 
intercourse. The teen distanced himself from 
Boere after having sex in the 34 year-old’s 
car in August.

Boere who had faced four charges was 
found guilty of the single count of sexual 
exploitation.

In her ruling Tuesday, Judge Austin says 
it was Boere’s responsibility to make sure 

a caring gesture during a difficult time was 
only that. Boere’s marriage was falling apart 
at the time, Austin said.

“Crying and sharing her personal 
difficulties was an extraordinary situation to 
be placed in, (and) put them in an intimate 
context that was unfair, unequal and 
confusing...

“As an adult acting in her capacity as a 
teacher - however difficult and painful her 
situation - her clear duty was not to seek 
or accept any sexual contact with a young 
person as a means of coping.”

Austin also denounced people who would 
shame or blame the teen, saying he had been 
exploited by an adult he trusted.

SEE TEACHER PG 2

Heather Wright
The Independent

A former Wyoming firefighter is suing 
Plympton-Wyoming for $120,000 because 
“moral damages” for the “bad faith” actions 
of the municipality when she was fired.

Carrie Ann Wilson was at the centre of 
a controversy which bubbled over at the 
Wyoming fire hall in Feb. 2020 when four 
senior firefighters were fired by then Fire 
Chief Steve Clemens. 

Clemens’ tenure had been controversial. 
According to Wilson’s statement of claim 
filed in late July, Clemens was creating 
conflict in Wyoming by moving fire mem-
orabilia out of the fire hall, reducing training 
and reducing the debriefing sessions held 
after major incidents.

In 2017, Wilson found a computer which 
had been set up to record firefighters in the 
station. An investigation launched by the 
town’s lawyer said the move was an ac-
cident.

Then, Wilson’s claim says, the chief didn’t 
investigate two incidents of harassment.

SEE PLYMPTON-WYOMING PG 2

Fired PW 
firefighter 
seeks $120k 
in damages
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MUNICIPAL POSITIONS TO BE ELECTED: 

The Voter’s Lists prepared as required under the Municipal Elections Act Sec 23 (2) are available 
for review in the respective offices of the Municipal Clerks of Brooke-Alvinston, Dawn-Euphe-
mia, Enniskillen, Oil Springs, Plympton-Wyoming, St. Clair and Warwick beginning on the 1st 
day of September 2022. 

All voters should examine the list to ensure that their names and relevant information are cor-
rectly shown. 

Applications for inclusions, additions, or corrections to or deletions from the list may be made 
by an elector through completing  and filing a form obtainable at their Municipal Office. 
The last day for filing applications concerning inclusions, additions, corrections, or deletions of 
a voters’ name from the voters’ list is October 24, 2022 – Municipal Election Day. 

No person shall use information obtained from the Voters’ List except for election purposes. 

Voters are encouraged to visit their local Municipal Office to make revisions prior to Election 
Day. 

     Janet Denkers                   Donna Clermont         Duncan McTavish 
     Clerk                                            Clerk                                 Clerk 
    Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston     Township of Dawn-Euphemia         Township of Enniskillen
 
    Martha Gawley                    Erin Kwarciak                                        Mandi Pearson 
    Clerk                                           Clerk                         Clerk 
    Village of Oil Springs                  Town of Plympton-Wyoming          Town of Petrolia 

    Jeff Baranek                     Amanda Gubbles 
    Clerk                                                                       Clerk 
    Township of St. Clair                               Township of Warwick 

THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ACT 
VOTER’S LIST 

Notice to the municipal electors of the

CONT’ FROM PG 1
The first was at a debris fire at 

a home in August, where a senior 
officer arrived on the scene and 
began yelling at Wilson, the claim 
says. 

Wilson says she tried to calm him 
but he “shouldered his way” past 
her. Wilson told several firefighters 
about the incident but didn’t report 
it “out of fear of reprisal.”

Then in September, Wilson was 
on a pumper truck which crashed 
in a farmers field as it responded 
to a car fire. Wilson- a lieutenant 
and the senior officer at the scene 
- made sure everyone got out and 
was okay.

Moments after, the same senior 
officer who held the same rank 
arrived and started to berate 
Wilson. 

She described the confrontation 
in an interview in June 2020.

““We were both face-to-face by 
that point. He was then yelling 
about the truck that was on fire and 
why we weren’t putting that out. I 
explained that it was just going to 
burn out. 

“He yelled at me about who 
was IC and who was in charge 
of this. And I screamed, I was 
very agitated at that point, and 
yelled that it was my call. I was in 
charge. I was IC and I was leaving 
it to burn. 

“And it was at that point that 
other firefighters stepped in to 

physically pull him back. And I 
left the situation.” 

Wilson’s claim said he had to be 
“physically restrained” by other 
firefighters. 

The verbal assault caused Wilson 
“to be afraid for her safety” and 
triggered a panic attack which 
was treated at hospital along with 
minor injuries from the crash.

Wilson told Clemens about the 
incident at the hospital, and said he 
would investigate - according to 
the court document - and several 
days later Clemens told her the 
officer would not be attending fire 
activities for a time.

In December, at an officers 
meeting, Clemens announced 
the man’s return. One of the 
firefighters said he hoped the 
senior officer would “quit hitting 
women” on his return.

The chief launched an 
investigation of the comment 
saying it could be defamatory. 
That lead to an investigation of the 
shoving incident in August. 

Throughout the investigation, 
Wilson’s claim says the lawyer 
hired to investigate questioned all 
of the firefighters involved about 
their loyalty to former fire chief 
Mike Vasey.

On Feb. 11, Clemens called 
Wilson to the fire hall to talk 
about the reports conclusions. 
By then, the document says, she 
knew one firefighter had already 

been fired. She brought another 
firefighter with her as support, 
but he was forced to leave the 
meeting. Wilson wanted to record 
the meeting with Clemens and the 
lawyer but that wasn’t permitted.

Wilson’s claim says she was 
fired, but given the option to resign 
within two days if she signed 
off on a package which gave her 
four-week’s pay in lieu of notice 
and severance pay. Volunteer 
firefighters in Plympton-Wyoming 
made $5,000 a year at the time. 

Wilson says she felt pressured to 
accept the deal on the spot. 

The next day, The Independent 
broke the news of the firefighters 
being fired and four others being 
reprimanded. Clemens confirmed 
to The Independent three veteran 
firefighters, Wilson – a lieutenant, 
Sr. Firefighter Jason Lyon and 
District Chief Jeff Scott were 
dismissed after two investigations 
into what at the time he called 
workplace health and safety issues.

The dismissals ignited anger 
within the department. 

Four firefighters resigned and 
retired immediately after the 
dismissals. 

In all, 16 firefighters left the 
Wyoming station - at least eight 
because of the incident. 

In the damages lawsuit, Wilson 
says her family - including a long 
line of firefighters - heard of her 
dismissal through the media.

Wilson’s claim says the way the 
town carried out the termination 
“unnecessarily, unreasonably and 
foreseeably cause Wilson mental 
distress” including damaging 
her reputation, caused sleep 
disruption, PTSD and a major 
depressive disorder and added the 
acts were “malicious, high handed, 
callous and oppressive.”

The town has 20 business days to 

say whether it would defend itself.
CAO Carolyn Tripp said she 

could not comment at all on the 
lawsuit.

Since the incident both Scott 
and Lyons, who were fired with 
Wilson, ended legal proceedings 
against the town with a brief news 
release which thanked each of 
them for their long-time service to 
the community.

CON’T FROM PG 1
“Adolescence can be a confusing and 

challenging time for young people as they 
grow and mature, navigate friendships, peer 
groups and discover their sexuality,” said 
Austin. Reading from case law she added;  
“‘To exploit young teenagers by leading 
them to believe they’re in a love relationship 
with an adult reveals the level of a morality 
that is of great concern.’ In this case, this 
young person was clearly put in a situation 
of emotional confusion, turmoil conflicted 
loyally, secrecy about the relationship as he 
testified. There was stress and confusion for 
him about how to extract himself. These are 
all aspects of emotional abuse and distress.”

Austin added that all placed pressure on 
the teen and his family who faced “shame, 
blame and even being called out publicly” 
at a wedding in the aftermath as rumours 
circulated in the community after media 
coverage of the charges. 

Boere’s lawyers wanted a conditional 
sentence however the charge of sexual 
exploitation has a minimum sentence of 90 
days. 

There were many letters submitted to the 
court which talked about Boere’s skills 
as a teacher and her contributions to the 
community.

“These characteristics are all noted, but 
they also reinforce why the trust was high. 
While she was a trusted and respected 
teacher, community member but for this 
offense, they reflect how painful it is when 
such a high trust is breached in this way,” 
said Austin.

Austin found that while Boere wasn’t the 
teen’s teacher, she was acting as a teacher in 
a position of trust during their interactions, 
that Boere was more than double his age 
and that a message needed to be sent about 
the position of trust teachers hold in the 

community.
“It is important for this court and its 

message in this sentence to stress that 
there must be clear boundaries for teachers 
engaging with students, not only with 
the students that they teach, or even the 
students who attend their schools, but also 
in their other broader roles as teachers 
including supervising co-op placements 
supervising student volunteers in school 
related activities before or after, inside and 
outside the school buildings, including in 
classroom preparations or field trips and 
the like. It is arguably more important to 
emphasize these boundaries of trust when 
these interactions are in a less formal, less 
structured and more casual context, not only 
in a school or during classroom teaching 
hours but whenever and wherever their role 
as a teacher is engaged,” she said. 

Boere did not speak during sentencing, 
however she did send a Facebook message 
to the victim and his family when she was 
found guilty saying “I will never forgive 
myself on how this has affected him, ever.”

Boere was also sentenced to a year 
probation after serving her sentence. She 
must also submit a DNA sample to the Data 
Bank and Boere be listed under the Sex 
Offenders Registration Act for 10 years.

Boere was fired in March 2021 by the 
Lambton-Kent District School Board. The 
College of Teachers says Boere is still a 
member in good standing but “On Sept. 6, 
2020, the member undertook that she will 
not seek or engage in any employment for 
which a Certificate of Qualification and 
Registration is required, until the College 
disposes of the complaint against her. 

“At the present time, there has been no 
finding made against the member,” says a 
notation on the College’s website Tuesday 
afternoon.

Teacher sentenced to one year in jail

FILE PHOTO

A tow truck operator from Preferred Towing watches as Pumper 
No. 1 from the Wyoming department is righted. The vehicle slid into 
a ditch responding to a pick up truck on fire in a soybean field on 
London Line in September. The handling of the incident at the scene 
between two Lieutenants is the subject of a new lawsuit.

Plympton-Wyoming faces a $120,000 lawsuit from former firefighter
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Roundabout construction at  
CR #79 and CR #22 intersection
The intersection of Nauvoo Road 
(County Road #79) and Egremont Road 
(County Road #22) in Warwick Township 
is fully closed for construction of a 
roundabout at the intersection. The 
work is expected to last until mid-
October, weather permitting.
Detours are in place and posted. No 
through traffic will be permitted for the 
duration of the project. Detailed routes 
can be viewed online at  
lambtononline.ca/roadclosures.
Please visit Municipal511.ca and 
lambtononline.ca/construction for 
additional road closure information and 
project updates. 

Consolidated Financial Statements
The Corporation of the County of 
Lambton’s Consolidated Financial 
Statements for the year ended 
December 31, 2021 have been 
completed and audited.
Copies of the statements are available 
online at lambtononline.ca/budget, or 
by calling 519-845-0801.

Office of the County Warden
519-845-0801 | 1-866-324-6912

www.lambtononline.ca

To read more, go to lambtononline.ca

Warden Kevin Marriott
@LambtonWarden

This Month In Lambton
August 2022

HHW Collection Events
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection events will be held at Clean 
Harbours Canada, 4090 Telfer Rd., St. Clair 
Township from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Sat. 
Sept. 24 and Oct. 29.
A mobile HHW event on Sat. Oct. 15 will 
take place at the County’s Forest Public 
Works Depot, 6958 Townsend Line, 
Lambton Shores from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Learn more at lambtononline.ca/hhw or 
call 519-845-0801.

Paint Ontario returns to LHM
In partnership with the Grand Bend Art 
Centre, Lambton Heritage Museum is 
proud to present the 26th annual Paint 
Ontario Art Show & Sale, returning to the 
Museum Sept. 2 through 25, 2022.
Learn more at paintontario.com.

Looking Ahead
9:30 a.m., Sept. 7, 2022 - Council Meeting
9 a.m. & 11 a.m., Sept. 21, 2022 - 
Committee A.M. & P.M. Meetings
Agendas, minutes and links to meeting live 
stream videos can be found at  
www.lambtononline.ca/meetings.

Lambton Young Theatre Players 

AUDITIONS! 
 

R o b i n  H o o d  a n d  T h e  
Q u e e n  

…a rollicking adventure! 
 

Must be 9 to 18 years of age. $250.00 registration fee if accepted into this 
performance training program. Rehearsals in Petrolia at L.C.C.V.I. Mondays, 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:00 – 8:00 PM. Performance at Sarnia Library Theatre 
Nov.28 through Dec. 2. 

 
Sept. 6 (Tuesday) 3:00 – 7:00 PM 

Sept. 7 (Wednesday) 3:00 – 7:00 PM 
Sept. 8 (Thursday) 3:00 – 7:00 PM 

 
For more information, or to book an audition time, please call: 226-932-7262 

And they’re off; election candidates set

Heather Wright
The Independent

There will not be a race for municipal 
council in Dawn-Euphemia, Enniskillen and 
Oil Springs this year. 

The communities have all acclaimed their 
municipal leaders after the nomination 
deadline closed Friday.

But there are a number of races to watch in 
Central Lambton
PetroliA

Petrolia Mayor Brad Loosley will face 
former town administrator Richard Poore in 
the race for the top spot on council.

The municipal election nomination period 
has just closed and Loosley and Poore are 
the two candidates for the position.

There has also been a flurry of entries to 
the race for councillor; Chad Hyatt, Debb 
Pitel – a suicide prevention advocate and 
Allison Mevis who was one of the people 
who recently tried to get Petrolia council to 
deal with drainage issues before approving 
the zoning for a townhouse complex – are 
among 11 people vying for six positions. 
They face all of the incumbent councillors 
– Joel Field, Grant Purdy, Marty Souch and 
Wade Deighton – with the exception of Don 
Welten who withdrew his nomination due to 
health reasons.
PlymPton-Wyoming

There are now three people running for the 
top job in Plympton-Wyoming vacated as 
Lonny Napper retires. Current Councillor 
Tim Wilkins has filed his papers to run for 
mayor. He faces Muriel Wright and Gary 
Atikinson in the race.

Netty McEwen has been acclaimed as 
deputy mayor. The long-time councillor is 
also a former municipal administrator.

In the race for councillor in Plympton-
Wyoming there are some new faces. Kristen 
Rodrigues, John VanKlaveren and Alex 
Boughen joined the race for four council 
positions Thursday.

 Incumbents Mike Vasey and Bob 
Woolvett are also up for re-election. 
Conner Weed filed his nomination papers 
with minutes to spare. Weed ran for 
council in 2018 as did Mike Thompson, a 
municipal administrator in Petrolia, who 
filed his papers in June. Randy Dayman 
– who voiced concern about the fast pace 
of development and its affects on the 
infrastructure, is also listed as a candidate 
for council.
WArWick toWnsHiP

In Warwick, the race for mayor pits current 
Mayor Jackie Rombouts against former 
Mayor Todd Case. 

There are a number of new faces on the 
ballot for the four councillor positions. 
Thursday, Joe Manning joined the list of 
eight people now running for councillor 
positions. 

Incumbent councillors Colin Mitchell, 
Wayne Morris, Todd White and Jerry 
Westgate are all on the ballot as is former 
councillor John Cowenberg, and newcomers 
Sharon Plunkett and Bill Davies.
Brooke-AlVinston

Incumbent Mayor Dave Ferguson faces 
a challenge from current Councillor Jamie 
Armstrong in the race for the top job.

Incumbent councillors Frank Nemcek, 
Jeannette Douglas and Wayne Deans are 
up for re-election. But they have some 

company on the ballot. 
Former Inwood Fire Chief and president of 

the Ontario Federation of Agriculture Don 
McCabe, Les Douglas – who ran in 2018, 
Vanessa Benoit – who ran both municipally 
in 2018 and for the NDP in the provincial 
election, Jenny Redick – the organizer of 
the Tanner Redick Memorial Two Pitch 
Tournament – Craig Sanders and Gregory 
Hilliard, a political newcomer who has 
voiced concern about a number of council 
actions over the past four years, including 
the enforcement of the pool fence bylaw 
are all seeking one of the four councillor 
positions.
DAWn-eUPHemiA

 Incumbent Mayor Al Broad is unopposed 
for the top job.

Four people filed their papers for the four 
available council seats. Jason Myer, Ann 
Gray, Paul LeBoeuf and Mark McGuire 
have all filed nomination papers and will be 
declared the official council Monday when 
the candidates are certified.

Noticeably absent from the list of potential 
councillors at this point is long time council 
member Leslea Williams. She’s served on 
municipal council for 40 years. 

She was unavailable for comment on her 
decision at presstime Tuesday.
enniskillen

In Enniskillen, the current council are all 
on the list of unofficial candidates – with no 
other challengers the entire council will be 
acclaimed Monday when the list is certified. 
Mayor Kevin Marriott and Councillors 
Judy Krall, Mary Lynne McCallum, Wally 
VanDun and Chad Burke will continue to 
serve on council.
oil sPrings

The entire Oil Springs council will also be 
acclaimed with four people looking to fill 
the four councillor seats and no challenge 
mounted to Incumbent Mayor Ian Veen. 

Council incumbents Larry Wagner, Connie 
McFadden and Adam Veen have all filed 
to run for another term Jordon Newport – a 
newcomer to local politics – has also filed 
his papers.
st clAir toWnsHiP

Three people, Tracy Kingston, Jeff Agar 
and Chad Shymoko are vying for the 
mayor’s chair with the retirement of long-
time Mayor Steve Arnold.

Incumbent Steve Miller is the lone 
candidate for the deputy mayor’s job.

Six people are running in ward one, 
including incumbent Pat Brown. Charles 
Mortley-Woods, Cathy Langis, Holly Foster, 
Bill Moran and Michelle Maitland have all 
filed nomination papers.

There will also be an election for 
councillors in Ward two as Brad Langstaff 
filed his nomination papers today. He’ll run 
against Bill Myers and Gary Martin.
scHool BoArD elections

While some councils have been acclaimed, 
there will be elections in all communities 
for the four school boards.

Supporters of the English Public Board 
(Lambton-Kent District School Board) 
will have three candidates to chose from; 
Heather Skolly of Petrolia, Greg Agar of St. 
Clair Township and Kathryn Shailer a life 
long educator and former VP of academics 
at Mount Royal University who now lives in 
Brooke-Alvinston.

There will be no election for the Catholic 
School voters. Incumbent Mat Roop will 
represent the region. 

In the French Separate School Board, 
Sylvie C. Barbeau-Chmielewski will face 
Meghan Reale for the region’s trustee seat.

In the French Public Board, David Andre 
Paradis from Chatham-Kent is the new 
trustee for the regional board.

Election day is Oct. 24. 

Incumbent Mayors 
in Petrolia, Warwick 
and Brooke-Alvinston 
face challenges
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

Photo via facebook

A photo of the Inwood Barber Shop - undated.

Sad and happy as the next chapter begins
When our kids, John and Lauren, 

both were accepted to college in To-
ronto in January, I was happy and sad 
all at the same time. They’re going to 
be doing what they want and they’re 
ready to take on new challenges.

Besides, I reasoned with myself then, 
it was six months away.

Now, here I sit, with less than six 
days before they go and I cannot lie. 
I’m still sad.

Sure, we have an apartment for 
them. It’s small, but in a relatively 
good neighbourhood, near transit and 
roughly halfway between both schools. 
Sure, they’re both excited about their 
coming adventure. And of course, I’m 
happy to see them doing what they 
want. “A school I’m choosing,” as 
John says.

But I’m still sad.
Sure, I felt this way when Emily left 

our house on Greenfield more than 
four years ago. She was SOOOOOOO 
ready to leave home. But she was the 
first to leave and it was weird. I vowed 
not to be the mom who would cry. But 
I did.  And life went on. We make an 
effort to remain as connected as pos-
sible to Em and now her husband, Jo-
seph. And it’s good. And she’s happy. 
And while I love her lots, I don’t miss 
her as much as I first did - so I know I 
can do this.

Still I’m sad.
Sure, it’s a new chapter in my life. 

Barry and I will be able to do new 
things, travel a bit, have fewer re-
sponsibilities for chauffeuring people 
around or hounding people to load the 
dishwasher, clean the bathroom or cut 
the grass. We’ll be able to visit people 
we haven’t seen for a while, maybe get 
another dog.

Still I’m sad.
These kids of 

ours - what a 
blessing they are. 
They’re smart and 
funny and beauti-
ful inside and out. 
And in the last two 
years, John and 
Lauren have been 
always with us 
and I can honestly 
say that 99.9 per 
cent of the time, 
it’s been a joy.

So, with less 
than six days be-
fore they go, I’m 
sad. And I’ll cry when I drive away 
from their new Toronto home.  But I’ll 
also be happy for them and us because, 
whether near or far, I love them.

So much for 
common sense

The words common sense and government rarely are 
found together in the same sentence. You won’t find 
them in this editorial either.

The federal commission responsible for the riding 
boundaries has released its proposal for Ontario and 
you need a satelite, a swiss army knife and a protractor 
to figure out just who will be part of which riding. 
The lines appear to have been drawn by someone with 
a penchant for a purple marker and a little too much 
wine.

What is clear is residents in Lambton County will 
have three MPs (and later MPPs since the provincial 
law requires the use of the same boundaries) repre-
senting its citizens. Two of the three ridings don’t even 
acknowledge Lambton in its title. Lambton would 
be represented by the MPs from Sarnia-Lambton 
Bkejwanong, South Huron Shores and Elgin-Middle-
sex-Thames.

Sarnia-Lambton-Bkejwanong would stretch from 
Sarnia down to Walpole Island - as it used to - and add 
in Wallaceburg and part of Dresden in Chatham -Kent. 
Elgin-Middlesex-Thames - what’s currently Lambton-
Kent-Middlesex - would still included Warwick, and 
Brooke-Alvinston, but only part of Dawn-Euphemia 
would be in that riding. And Forest and Lambton 
Shores would be in South Huron Shores.

If the proposals go through, no doubt there will be 
some confusion when the first election is held with the 
new ridings.

It will also make it interesting for Lambton County 
and health care organizations like Bluewater Health, 
as they try to get help from the feds and province for 
projects like housing and health care. They’ll now have 
to lobby three MPs instead of two.

MP Marilyn Gladu says the commission’s goal is to 
have about 117,000 people represented by one MP. The 
new Sarnia-Lambton-Bwjenong riding will be 127,000.

Here’s a wild thought - Lambton County has 123,399 
people according to the 2016 Census - wouldn’t it 
make sense to have just one person represent that 
one community. Apparently no. See the first sentence 
above.

Heather 
Wright

Editorial
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•  Emery Huszka  
Dealer - Florence ON, 
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw 
Dealer - Courtright ON, 
519-384-2281

•  Dave Foulon 
Dealer - Tupperville ON, 
519-683-2136

•  Dave Emery, Territory Manager
South Lambton ON, 
519-360-6072

•  Kirk Van Will, Territory Manager
North Lambton ON, 
519-899-3255

www.maizex.com
4488 Mint Line, 
RR#2  Tilbury, Ontario  
N0P 2L0

3.33x2 Pet_Lambt_Ind_Dealer Ad.indd   1 10/15/19   2:51 PM

At Lambton Audiology Associates, we believe that providing 
exceptional audiological care should be the rule, not the 
exception. That’s why we work extra hard to provide the highest 
level of patient care and customer support in our community. 
After all, We’re here to help YOU hear better! ®

CALL US TODAY TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

• Hearing assessments for all ages
• Hearing aid batteries 

and accessories
• Assistive listening devices
• Tinnitus treatment program
• Hearing help classes

• Home visits
• Convenient Saturday appointments
• Caring for Sarnia-

Lambton since 1988
• Balance Assessment 

and Rehabilitation

OUR SERVICES

SARNIA
 519-542-0569

 102-1433 London Rd. 
Sarnia, ON

PETROLIA
226-738-0401

 4-4119 Petrolia Line 
Petrolia, ON

HAVE YOU  
HEARD?

www.lambtonaudiology.comwww.lambtonaudiology.com

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

WE’VE 
GOT IT 

COVERED

CorreCtion:
In the Aug. 4, 2022 edition of The Independent in the pg. 12 story A Place for Healing it incorrectly stated The 
Three Oaks Cabin has received approval from the St. Clair Region Conservation Authority. Environmental Impact 
study has been completed and is being reviewed by the conservation authority before a building permit can be 
issued. We regret the error and any confusion it may have caused.

Lambton cut in three as ridings changed
Heather Wright
The Independent

Lambton county could be represented 
by three different MPs and MPPs if a 
proposal for riding boundaries is ap-
proved.

A federal commission looks at the 
riding boundaries every 10 years and 
alters them to make sure each member 
of Parliament represents roughly the 
same number of people. This time 
around, Sarnia-Lambton MP Marilyn 
Gladu says the commission was trying 
to build riding boundaries so each 
MPP would represent about 117,000 
people. Gladu is spearheading review 
of the boundary proposal for the fed-
eral Conservative party. 

Under the plan, Sarnia-Lambton 

would grow to include Walpole Island, 
as well as parts of Wallaceburg and 
Dresden. It would be called and be 
called Sarnia-Lambton Bkejwan-
ong. The Lambton-Kent-Middlesex 
riding would be replaced with Elgin 
Middlesex Thames. It would include 
Warwick, Brooke-Alvinston and parts 
of Dawn-Euphemia as well as parts of 
Chatham-Kent, Elgin and Strathroy.

Gladu says the proposal puts Forest 
and Lambton Shores in a riding called 
South Huron Shores.

The MP has been talking with some 
community leaders, particularly the 
indigenous communities in the riding. 
Bkewanong and Kettle and Stoney 
Point have join programs because they 
are in the same riding, she says, and 
they are concerned about their future.

The MP says Bkewanong was part of 
the Sarnia-Lambton riding in the past, 
but she expects another office would 
be needed to serve the needs of the 
south should the boundary proposals 
be approved for the next federal elec-
tion. The province follows suit with 
the boundary redistribution.

Gladu is hosting a meeting about the 
proposed changes Aug. 30 on Zoom. 

Public consultations will also be 
virtual in late September. You will 
have to register to give a presentation. 
“Changes can be made, but only if 
people add their voice now, when the 
public hearings are being held. This is 
the only time that there’s input from 
the public,” says Gladu adding changes 
were  “made in the last go round in 
2012.”

PW vows to work with brewery after social media storm
Heather Wright
The Independent

A Plympton-Wyoming brewery says 
it’s working with the municipality to 
keep its taproom open.

The news comes after a weekend fire-
storm on social media after Mary and 
Joe Donkers of Stonepickers Brewery 
near Forest said they were closing the 
taproom after the town’s building and 
planning departments came required 
18 changes to the taproom to meet 
local regulations including adding a 
firewall around a steam-heated brew 
house. The Donkers said the only dan-
ger of fire at their brewery is already 
behind a firewall.

The rest of the requirements, they 
wrote, were “are beyond the scope of 
our current and planned operations. 
Remote areas like Forest do not have 
services like cities do, and the instal-
lation of these services come at the 

expense of the owner...Our original 
business plan was to move the taproom 
to another location within five years. 
However, with ownership changes 
and economic effects of the pandemic, 
relocation is not a viable option at this 
time. ” The Donkers said they would 
be shutting the taproom after Thanks-
giving.

The announcement led to loud criti-
cism of the municipality. “This is abso-
lutely ridiculous that PW has imposed 
these demands, especially after the last 
two devastating years for businesses,” 
wrote Michelle Bidner.

“(With) the ramifications for all those 
Joe and Mary support - the food trucks, 
local restaurants, the musicians and 
the taproom workers - it is so sad that 
solutions and common sense cannot 
prevail,” said Cathy Johnson. 

Megan Filion said it was “very dis-
heartening” the municipality wouldn’t 
find a way to work with the Donkers.

The post garnered hundreds of nega-
tive comments.

But by Tuesday, the business said 
it had worked out its concerns with 
the municipality and the taproom will 
remain open.

Plympton-Wyoming CAO Carolyn 
Tripp said the business originally 
opened as a value-added business to 
an agricultural application - since the 
brewery grown, the requirements had 
changed.

“We did meet with them Monday, 
there were some misunderstandings 
with what they were required to do,” 
she said. Tripp said adding the meeting 
with the Donkers was very cordial 
Monday. The concern over building a 
firewall has been addressed.  “If you 
don’t brew the beer while the taproom 
is open, you don’t need the firewall,” 
said Tripp. “The rules are valid, it 
depends on how they’re operating...
dictate which rules apply to them.”

Councillors worry park problems will keep kids from playing
Blake ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

Some Oil Springs councillors want to 
see the village parks cleaned up.

“We haven’t had a spring park and 
trail clean up since COVID began,” 
said Councillor Connie McFadden, as 
she pointed to the reason why there are 
so many areas that need to be spruced 
up. 

Councillor Larry Wagner had a list of 

items - including areas with too many 
weeds and problems at the ball park at 
the Youth Centre - when Public Works 
Superintendent Darren Morningstar’s 
report was presented at  the Aug. 16 
Oil Springs Council meeting.  

Mayor Ian Veen said the items should 
be checked with a daily drive by staff 
around the village. 

But McFadden suggested staff should 
get out of their vehicles and walk sec-
tions of the village to get a better look 

at the issues including low hanging 
tree branches which stretch over side-
walks which need to be trimmed.

There are also long weeds under the 
teeter-totter and climber at East End 
Park, said McFadden.  She worries 
people will not use it because of its 
state of disrepair.  

The concerns were to be passed on to 
Morningstar, who was on vacation. 

- THE InDEPEnDEnT

LCCVI artist win Bright’s Grove scholarships
Blake ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

Two LCCVI graduates have been 
recognized by the Gallery in the Grove 
for their artistic talents.

Olivia Bourne and Tanis DeGurse 
were recently awarded the gallery’s 
student art scholarships.  Bourne will 
be taking graphic design at Fanshawe 
College, while DeGurse will be head-
ing to the University of Windsor to 
take visual arts/concurrent education 
on her way to become a high school 
art teacher. 

Gwen 
Moore, the 
education 
chair of the 
gallery’s 
board of 
directors said 
$140,000 in 
scholarships 
have been 
awarded 
since 1982 
shortly after 
the gallery 
opened. 

Olivia Bourne and Tanis DeGurse 
of LCCVI were awarded $1,000 
scholarships.
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Chuck Mackenzie

MACKENZIE OIL LTD.
1486 Plank Road
Sarnia, Ontario  N7T 7H3
Telephone: 519-336-0521
Toll Free: 1-800-465-0521
Fax: 519-336-2572
Email: cmackenzie@mackenzieoil.com

ALVINSTON  •  BRIGDEN  •  SARNIA

Representing Lambton 
Mutual Insurance Company

Congratulations on the 
100th Anniversary of 
the Lambton County 
Plowing Match!

519-845-3212
beth@bethhackettins.ca
663 Broadway, 
Wyoming, ON

BOB BAILEY
MPP - Sarnia-Lambton

Ontario

www.bobbaileympp.com • bob.bailey@pc.ola.org

Constituency O�ce:
805 Christina St. N.,
Suite 102
Point Edward ON N7V 1X6
Tel: 519-337-0051

Congratulations on the 
100th Anniversary of 
the Lambton County 
Plowing Match!

Custom Machining • Welding • Metalizing

CHAS. BUNDA • 519-344-4581
Email: bunda@rivernet.net

2575 Churchill Road • Sarnia, ON  N7T 7H3

BUNDA
MACHINE & WELDING

invites you to join the fun at...

The 100th Anniversary 
Lambton County Plowing Match

Sept 3, 2022

Oil Springs Office
4579 Oil Springs Line,
PO Box 70,
Oil Springs, ON, N0N1P0
519-834-2833
Watts Line – 800-265-7506
Fax Line – 519-834-2171
oilsprings@cam-ron.ca

Sarnia Office
560 Exmouth Street,
Unit 105,
Sarnia, ON, N7T 5P5
519-337-3713
Fax Line – 519-337-3995
sarnia@cam-ron.ca

Hours of Operation
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

Displays

Classic, Antique & 
Horse Plowing

Registration at 9AM
Plowing at 10AM

Food Booth

Youth Activites

Plowing Classes

Live Music

Antique Machinery

Courtney Hind, BA, CFP
Executive Financial Consultant

(519) 882-1070
Courtney.Hind@ig.ca

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
© Investors Group Inc. 2019 (1/201)

Sales:     (519) 849-7000
               1-855-849-1199
Service:  (519) 849-7777
               1-855-849-1222
Fax:        (519) 849-7700

sales@groganford.com
www.groganford.com

5437 Nauvoo Rd., Watford ON

God
Bless
Canada
God
Bless
Canada

Forest | 519-786-2106
Petrolia | 519-882-2240

Melbourne | 519-289-2607
Wardsville | 519-695-3454

7963 Egremont Road 
Watford, ON N0M 2S0

Tel: 519-849-6783
Fax: 519-849-6683

Paul Shanahan
Broker of Record

519-319-6012
.........

Leo Shanahan
Sales Representative

519-878-5981

Congratulations to the Plowing 
Match on their 100th Anniversary 
and good luck to all the Plowmen 

and Plowwomen!

Warwick Township
Council & Staff 

welcome everyone to the  
100th

Lambton County 
Plowing Match! 

Thank you to all the volunteers for 
organizing this milestone event 

that celebrates agriculture. 
We wish 

everyone a 
fantastic time! 

Proud Community
Supporter

of the Lambton
County Plowing Match

Celebrating their 100th Anniversary in 2022 

1155 Emily Street
Mooretown, ON  N0N 1M0

519.867.2021
stclairtownship.ca

Congratulations
to The Lambton Plowmen’s Association 

as they celebrate the

100th Anniversary
of the 

Lambton County Plowing Match
on Saturday, September 3, 2022.

Location: 1748 Rokeby Line in St. Clair Township

Proudly Serving Our CommunitiesOver 100 Years!
Happy to

Sponsor the
100th Anniversary

of the Lambton County
Plowing Match

Happy to
Sponsor the

100th Anniversary
of the Lambton County

Plowing Match

The Lambton Plowmen’s Association
celebrates the

100th Anniversary
of the

Lambton County
Plowing Match

on

Saturday, September 3, 2022
at 1748 Rokeby Line in St. Clair Township

Wa t f o r d , O n t a r i o

A U T O    B U S I N E S S    H O M E    FA R M

Visit lambtonmutual.com  to find a broker or agent near you!
1-800-561-4136

Neighbours helping neighbours

4218 Oil Heritage Rd  |  Petrolia  |  519-882-0032
Municipal Drainage  •  Site Plans

Residential & Industrial Development
Municipal Services / Reconstruction

Storm Water Management
Bridge / Culvert Inspection & Rehabilitation

www.petrolialambtonindependent.ca

226-738-0728
4156 Petrolia Line
Petrolia

Congratulations 
on your
100th
Anniversary

Admission is free for 
everyone to enjoy.
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Hardware,
Plumbing, Farm, Building

Supplies & Service G2/CDT
Gas Technicians Ph: 519-692-4711

532 Florence Road
Florence, ON N0P 1R0

FLORENCE MILL INC.

Quantities are limited. While supplies last.

SEPTEMBER 2022

get your email added 
to our e-flyer  list and
check instore for

 

more monthly items
email: fmflorence@yahoo.com

September 2022

10 pk – 5mm x 100mm 
Ultra Rol™ Paint 
Roller Covers
Pro quality, lint free and smooth �nish. 
Resistant to matting, woven lint free 
material, shed-resistant and it’s all 
purpose.
8555401

Indoor Thermometer 
& Hygrometer
Monitors temperature and relative 
humity levels. Easy to read with 
colour-coded temperature and 
humidity indicators. 
Can be mounted 
horizontally 
or vertically.
0528430

Reg. $12.99

Indoor/Outdoor 
Thermometer
Durable resin construction. Precise 
and weatherproof. Freezing mark 
indicator. -80 to 120 deg F, Granite.
0528588

$499
Reg. $7.59

$999
48mm x 5m 
Tuck Tape® 
Outdoor Repair 
Tape
Permanently patches 
temporary garages, tents, 
shelters, tarps and camping 
equipment and more. UV and 
weather resistant.
1242825

$699
Reg. $9.99

$999
Reg. $17.99

3 pc 
Polyester 
Paint Brush 
Set
Use with all paints, 
stains and 
varnishes. Includes 
1-1/2”, 2” and 3” 
general purpose 
brushes with 
wooden handles.
5144696

$2499$1299
Reg. $29.99

9’ x 9’ Drawstring Yard Tarp
Extra heavy-duty, green poly fabric. Tear and 

water resistant, mildew and rot proof. 
12x12 weave count.

9634767

Reg. $14.99

 

Sunday:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday & Saturday:

7:30am - 5:00pm
7:30am - 6:00pm
7:30am - 8:00pm

521 Florence Rd. | Florence ON.
theoldmill_521@yahoo.com  |  519-694-1762

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST!

Quantities
are limited.

Purdy
1/4” Nap Roller
Reg. $9.99  OR

3/8” Nap Roller
Reg. $10.99

$599

Castle
1/2” Nap

Roller
Reg. $3.99

$299
Painter’s
Plastic Roll
Reg. $29.99

$1999

Castle, 4 pk
Multi-Purpose

Rollers
Reg. $7.99

$699

September 2022

Ready Seal Stain
 1 GALLON CANS – IN STOCK ONLY

15%

Sico Paint
IN STOCK ONLY25%

OFF

OFF

Regular Price

Regular Price

While supplies last.

100th  Anniversary

Your reliable local provider of  quality Petro Canada fuels & lubricants.

Petrolia Location:
4254 Oil Heritage Road, Petrolia
519-882-2420 or 1-800-265-7051
emergency 519-401-0663

Congratulations
on your 100th

anniversary
of the

Lambton County
Plowing Match!

SATURDAY 
SEPT 3

2022
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On Thursday, August 18, I proudly submit-
ted my nomination forms to officially launch 
my mayoral campaign for the Town of Plymp-
ton-Wyoming. While serving as a councillor, I 
have solidified my passion for public service 
and the commitment I have to contributing to 
this community.

I look forward to the hard work ahead, 
and working hard to earn the trust of our 
residents and share a vision for how I think 
we can continue to improve our beloved 
community.

About me
Married with four children, I first lived in 

Wyoming proper for nine years before mov-
ing back to my rural roots in the County just 
outside of Camlachie. Born and raised on a 
dairy farm, I continue to farm 270 acres of 
cash crop land and remain involved in the 
agricultural community.

In addition to farming, my wife and I have 
owned and operated our family business, 
Wyoming Tree Service, for over 22 years. 
We’re proud of the business we have built, 
and would not be successful without our team of over 20 full-time staff, and over 60 part-
time staff.

As someone with a commitment to community service, I have served as a firefighter out 
of Camlachie for 17 years, currently serving as a captain and member of the peer support 
team. I have also proudly served this community as a councillor for the last four years, 
working with community members to accomplish some pretty incredible things.

the lAst four yeArs
There have been some great wins over the last four years that I am incredibly proud of. 

Four years ago, I stood in front of voters and said we would get better Internet service. I 
faced a lot of opposition from council on this goal, but within a year and a half into my term 
as councillor, we had a committee formed to take action and deliver on the promise to 
bring better Internet service to Plympton-Wyoming. But we still have some work to do and I 
remain committed to working until this job is done.

I have also served as the chair of the water and sewer committee, where I worked with 
staff and contractors to develop a new waste water management plan. We now have a 
clear picture of the work ahead to ensure our infrastructure meets the needs of our grow-
ing community.

I also had the privilege to work closely with the Conservation Authority to try and get our 
boat ramp open in Highland Glen. Again, I faced opposition from council because many 
people did not think it could get done. However, by working with the Conservation Author-
ity and both the provincial and federal levels of government, we are scheduled to begin 
repairing the Highland Glen boat ramp this month.

moving forwArd As mAyor
Although I’m proud of what has been accomplished over the last four years, there are a 

lot of things that still need to get done. As mayor, I am confident that I can bring council 
together and get to work on the important issues facing our community.

We need to continue getting fiber in the ground so that every home in Plympton-Wyo-
ming has better Internet services. One thing the pandemic has shown us is how important 
good quality Internet is for our residents. This is an incredibly important thing to get done 
for everyone.

We have also seen the Province of Ontario announce additional funding for energy pro-
jects. We need to fight hard for gas lines in our rural areas and prioritize collaboration with 
the provincial government. This will help reduce costs not only for our farmers, but for other 
rural residential areas. I also think we are disconnected from our agricultural community 
and we need to re-engage our farmers to ensure they have a strong voice at the table.

We need to ensure we act on our wastewater master plan. We have the plan and now 
we need to get to work on making smart investments in our infrastructure to save us down 
the road. We need to also look at developing grant programs for high-risk areas in our 
municipalities and support older homes in desperate need of upgrades, like the installation 
of backflow-preventers and check valves.

I believe that council needs to start shifting focus to our supporting businesses and com-
mercial areas. Invest in community grants that freshen up our commercial core in Wyoming 
and help owners refresh their storefronts. We need to maintain a low and competitive tax 
rate and aim to improve the commercial efforts in the Camlachie area.

Ultimately, we need to ensure the development we are seeing is not only done properly 
today, but is done properly for the future. We need to improve how we look into the future 
of Plympton-Wyoming and do everything we can to maintain such a livable community for 
our residents, from things like trails and parks, to the Camlachie Optimists outdoor rink 
efforts.

I am proud of how I represented the community over the last four years. As someone 
who has lived in the Village of Wyoming and outside Camlachie, farmed in the country, 
and operates a business in the commercial areas, I am confident in my ability to represent 
fellow business owners, farmers, and residents alike.

Tim Wilkins

wilKins 
FOR MAYOR
OF PLYMPTON-WYOMING

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

Watford will say farewell to its Centennial 
Hall on Sept. 24. 

“There are many memories people have of 
the building,” said Joe Manning, chair of the 
150th anniversary of Watford Committee. 
There is certainly a lot of nostalgia around 
the old building from the many community 
celebrations, stag and does and Cornfest just 
to name a few.  The Watford Gun Club also 
has a shooting range in the basement. 

Watford Centennial Hall was built in 
1967, as part of Canada’s 100th anniversary 
celebrations. In 2017,  an inspection 
revealed the building had seen better days 

and Warwick Council decided to build 
a new community centre attached to the 
nearby arena.

As the final touches are being placed 
on the new East Lambton Community 
Complex, Centennial Hall will get a send 
off with an open house from 2 to 4 pm. 
People will be able to reminisce while 
taking a walk through of the building. The 
committee is also collecting pictures and 
artifacts from the last 55 years and will have 
it on display. And then the last dance will be 
held at Centennial starting at 8 pm.. 

Saying goodbye to the Centennial Hall is 
also a fundraiser for the 150th anniversary 
celebration for Watford, as the building was 
a big part of the community’s history. 

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

The Petrolia Legion is on a mission to 
make its hall accessible to all. 

The organization needs to raise between 
$250,000 to $300,000 for the work.

“The halls is not accessible,” said Legion 
President Alex Billings. 

The building was constructed in the early 
1950s with an addition in 1967. Much of the 
work was done by volunteers at that time. 
A stairlift is available to get people up and 
down the stairs at the front entrance, leading 
to the upper and lower halls. 

Robert White, who serves as the poppy 
chair and has taken the lead on this project, 
said those using wheelchairs aren’t able to 
use the washrooms or get in and out of the 
chair lift which allows some to get up and 
down the stairs.

The Legion plans to install an elevated 
platform, which can transport a wheelchair 
up the stairs. 

In the front of the building, a ramp will be 
installed with the front deck level with the 
door.

A universal bathroom for both sexes 
will be added, which can give the space 

needed for someone with mobility issues. 
The organization has a timeline of one 
year to get this work done, as it must be in 
compliance with government regulations by 
July 2023.

The issue has caused problems in the past. 
There have been people who could not rent 
the hall due to their mobility issues, said 
White. 

The Legion is one of the biggest halls 
in the community for functions with the 
capacity being 230 in the upstairs hall, 70 
in the club room and 50 in the president’s 
room.

The Legion currently has between 125 
and 130 members, which is a far cry from 
the 400 members it had in 1967 when the 
building’s addition was constructed. 

That makes raising the funds difficult.
“We are burnt out,” White said of the 

volunteers who work to keep the Legion 
functioning. This is not much different than 
many other local organizations.  

Saturday, the legion is hosting a car show 
in the parking lot with the Sarnia Street 
Cruisers between 10 am and 2 pm. There 
will also be a dart tournament in September. 

All proceeds will go to the building fund 
to support the renovations.

SubmItted photo

Ashley podolinsky is the new brooke-Alvinston-Watford Fall Fair ambassador this 
year. She was chosen by the agriculture society Aug. 16. Katie dennis was the runner 
up. Autumn bressette - the 2021 ambassador was on hand for the event.

RepResenting BRooke-Alvinston

Centennial’s last dance Sept. 24

Legion needs $300k of work
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PUBLIC NOTICE

WATFORD CEMETERY
ANNUAL DECORATION 

DAY SERVICE
5606 Nauvoo Rd.

Sunday, August 28, 2022 at 2:30pm
EVERYONE IS CORDIALLY INVITED

(Bring your lawn chairs)
In case of rain the service will be held at the

Trinity Anglican Church, 5331 Nauvoo Road, Watford

Your donations are important to keep our 
cemeteries looking great.

Cheques can be made out to the
Warwick Township Cemetery Board and sent to the 

Warwick Township Office
5280 Nauvoo Road, PO Box 10, 

Watford ON N0M 2S0

Income Tax Exemption Receipts will be issued for 
$25.00 or more.

100th  Anniversary

Sports

TENNIS CANADA PHOTO

Petrolia’s Matt Mueller and Western’s Men’s tennis team placed third at the National Bank Open 
in Toronto. Mueller contributed with wins in both his singles and doubles bronze medal matches.

PURPLE WINS BRONZE

Petrolia Squire skates around the corner
The Petrolia Squires of the Western Ontario 

Senior hockey loop have set a trio of preseason 
skates at the Shores Recreation Complex in 
Forest in advance of the 2022-23 campaign.

The skates, which cost $20 each, will take place 

on September 1 from 8-9 pm and on September 7 
and 14 from 8:30-9:30 each evening.

Interested players should contract head coach 
Craig Prudom at craig.prudom@icloud.com

Flyers round out their rosters before preseason
The Petrolia Flyers have signed Colby 

Ackworth and Brett Dickey for the coming PJHL 
season.  

Ackworth, from Strathroy, played in Lucan 
last year and is expected to provide veteran 
leadership. 

Dickey, 17, is a product of Lambton Shores 
minor hockey. Last season, he was an affiliated 
player with the North Middlesex Stars.

The Flyers open their preseason schedule on 
Thursday, August 25 against Dresden at the 
Watford Arena. Puck drop is 7:30.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Alvinston Aces finished third at the ISC World Softball II championships 
over the past week in Moline, Illinois. Alvinston now turns its attention to 
Southwest Middlesex quarterfinal playoff action against Moraviantown. The 
Aces opened the series Tuesday but the score was not available at press 
time.

acE-INg thE BRONZE

McGrail at Pete’s camp
Wyoming’s Jace McGrail is heading 

to Peterborough next week for his 
second training camp with the OHL 
Petes. The camp begins next Tuesday.

McGrail was a tenth round selection 
by the Petes in the 2021 OHL Priority 
Selection from the Lambton Jr. Sting.

The 17 year-old rearguard had 26 
points in 35 regular season and playoff 
games with the Jr. Sting U18 squad 
last season. He has played 14 games 
as an affiliated player with the Sarnia 
Legionnaires where he added a goal 
and three assists.

Lambton links to Canadian gold
There was a local flavour to Team 

Canada’s overtime win over Finland 
to capture the COVID-delayed 2022 
World Junior Hockey Championship 
on the weekend in Edmonton.

Red Wings first round pick Sebastian 
Cossa has family ties to both the 

Sarnia and Alvinston area.
Cossa only made one appearance 

between the pipes for Canada at the 
tournament, making 22 stops in a 5-2 
win over Latvia in the preliminary 
round.
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ClassifiedsClassified Deadline:
Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9a-5p Mon-Fri

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

1713 Marthaville Rd, 
Dawn-Euphemia

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

$725,000

25-acre farm, with 3 incomes! Level, fertile farmland, 
approximately 20 acres  workable, 4 acres of woodlot, 
reported to be systemically tiled at 20ft. A bonus to the 
annual crop land income each year is the Enbridge gas 
storage lease approx.  $5000/yr, plus farmhouse rent of 
$18,600 /yr rent including utilities from good house 
tenant. This house is leased until April 2023. Buyer must 
assume tenant.  Exceptional cash flow that should pay 
the mortgage! Owner will pay off the recent tile loan. 
This home is on municipal water. Highway location. 
Excellent wildlife observation, hunting for deer, wild 
turkeys & other game. Call for more  details!MLS#22016439 $725,000

For Sale - 1.5 HP-6 GAL-150 PSI 
Central Pneumatic Air Comp. Like 
New for $100. Call 519-464-2639

ADVERTISING POLICY
The publisher of this newspaper, The Independent of Petrolia 
and Central Lambton, reserves the right to clarify or refuse any 
advertisement based on its sole discretion. The publisher reserves 
the right to reject, discontinue or omit any advertisement without 
notice or penalty to either party. Liability for errors or non-insertion 
is limited to the amount paid for the cost of space occupied by the 
error. Claims of errors must be made prior to the next publication 
date.

Wyoming Lions Club RECEPTION 
HALL RENTALS - 554 Main Street, 
Wyoming. Fully licensed by AGCO, 
up to 150 seating capacity and 
wheelchair accessible.Now With 
Wifi. Book for your upcoming 
wedding, anniversary or business 
meeting. For bookings and 
information call 519-845-0020 or 
519-845-3333.

Rentals

St. Paul’s
United Church

4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In-Person Services
Sundays 

@ 10:30 am
Rev. Carol Ferguson

Church Office: 519-882-1390
www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

IN PERSON
CHURCH SERVICE

Sunday Mornings
@10:30 am

Pastor: Alex Craig
Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com

www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

      Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In-Person Service 
Sundays

@ 10:00 am
Services also available online:

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Pastor Katherine Hawley

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia

Join us for
In-Person Services

Sundays
@ 10:00am

Everyone Welcome

       Church Office 519-882-1430
       christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

Wyoming United 
Church

730 Second Street, Wyoming

In-Person Services
taking place 

Sundays @ 11 am
Those attending will be physically distanced, 
must wear a mask and be fully vaccinated.

Rev. Steven Longmoore
        Church Office 519-845-3963

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Rev. Dave Hewett

WANTED TO BUY - Adult 
bicycles womens & mens. All 
sizes. Good to fair condition. All 
types of bikes wanted. Please 
call 519-882-2548 and ask for 
Dave.

ALSO, will pick up scrap bikes.

Wanted to Buy: Bikes 

STRAATmAN
Johanna Maria Anna

Johanna Maria Anna Straatman 
(nee Koolen), 92 years,  of 
Petrolia passed away peacefully 
with family by her side at C.E.E. 
Hospital in Petrolia on Friday, 
August 19, 2022. Johanna was 
the loving wife of the Herman 
(2016). Johanna will be missed 
by her children Tony (Jane) 
Straatman, Marian (Ken) McEwan, 
and Garry (Heather) Straatman, her 
grandchildren Kevin Straatman, 

Tyler & Caleigh Straatman, Kyle Straatman (Hailey), Brett & Julia McEwan, 
James & Amy McEwan, Alyssa & Mark Bunning, Troy Straatman (Katie) 
and Mallory Straatman (David), and her great grandchildren Myla, 
Leo, Georgia, Cooper, and Oliver. Visitors were received on Tuesday, 
August 23, 2022 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Needham-Jay Funeral Home, 
650 Broadway St., Wyoming. A funeral mass was celebrated on 
Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Philips Parish, 415 
King St.  Interment will follow at Our Lady Help of Christians Cemetery in 
Watford.  As expressions of sympathy, memorial donations may be made 
to C.E.E. Hospital Foundation (ceehf.ca). Arrangements by Needham-Jay 
Funeral Home www.needhamjay.com. 

CHURCHILL
Harold Gordon

Harold Gordon Churchill, of 
Petrolia, passed away peacefully 
with his family by his side on 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022 in 
his 80th year. Harold is survived 
by wife of 58 years Bev (nee 
Braithwaite). He is the proud 
father of Debi and David Donkers 
and Doug and Shannon Churchill 
and treasured papa of Kristopher 
(Kaitlyn) Normandeau, Danielle 
Normandeau, Colton Churchill, 
Felix Donkers, and Nicole Donkers and great granddaughter Madison 
Wyles. He will be missed by his sisters Peggy (the late Doug) Madden and 
Sheila (the late Alex) McLean. Harold was predeceased by his parents 
George and Eunice Churchill and brother Gerald. He is a son-in-law to 
the late Robert and Virginia Braithwaite and brother-in-law to Marilyn 
(the late Ken) Herrington, the late Pat (Morris) Saunders, the late Carol 
Templeton, the late Brenda (David) Palmer, the late Ronnie Braithwaite, 
and the late Tommy Braithwaite. He is also survived by many nieces 
and nephews.  He will also be missed by his companion Sasha. Harold’s 
family would like to thank the staff at University Hospital Kidney Clinic/
Transplant Unit and Bluewater Health in Sarnia and Petrolia, and a 
special thanks to Dr. John Butler for all his care over the years. A service 
was held on Monday, August 22, 2022 at 11 am from the Petrolia Lions 
Hall, 451 Huggard St., Petrolia Visitors were received prior to the service 
from 10:00 to 11:00 am, Entombment will be in Hillsdale Cemetery. As 
expressions of sympathy, memorial donations may be made to Kidney 
Foundation of Canada (kidney.ca). Arrangements by Needham-Jay 
Funeral Home www.needhamjay.com. 

Obituaries / Death NoticesFor Sale

Real Estate
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** To have your event included in the 

above Calendar of Events the following 
information is required:

Date:  _________________________________
Time:  _________________________________ 
Town:  ________________________________
Event Title:  ____________________________
Phone # / website:  ______________________

You can drop this off at our office or email 
the information to us at

office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Events are listed FREE for non-profit 
groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to 
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

CLUBS AND REGULAR EVENTS
DAY START

TIME LOCATION EVENT CONTACT INFO

Tues 7pm Petrolia Petrolia Toastmasters @ Petrolia Lion’s Hall             519-381-4910
2nd Wed 7pm Petrolia Bingo @ Petrolia Lion’s Hall                                           519-882-8728
3rd Wed 7p Sarnia Monthly Meeting  @ Horticultural Society                   519-332-5837
3rd Thurs 7p Oil Springs Optimist Meat Bingo @ Youth Centre                             519-834-2152

Sat 6p Alvinston Catch The Ace @ Alvinston Legion 519-898-2100
Sat 3:30p Forest Meat Raffles @ Forest Legion 519-786-5357

of events

UPCoMiNG EVENTS
DATE START

TIME LOCATION EVENT 

Aug28 1-4pm Wyoming  Joan Spalding, Music & Dance in the Banquet Hall @ the 
Wyoming Legion - admission is $10 -  519-384-3032

Aug29 2-3:30p Zoom “Let’s talk about genealogy in Lambton County” with Nicole 
Aszalos from Lambton County Archives. For a link to the meeting 
email lambton@ogs.on.ca

Sep 3 10-5pm Sarnia First Friday and Weekend Walkabout - A Taste of Sarnia Food 
Festivial.  Car show: Sunday 10am-4pm

Sep 6 1-4pm Wyoming DANCE the afternoon away with LARRY HART @ the Wyoming 
Legion - admission is $7

Sep 11 4pm Tupper-
ville

Dawn Valley United Church - 133rd Anniversary Musical 
Celebration featuring The Torchmen Quartet. For more info 
contact: Gloria Pegg 519-683-2266

Sep 14 7pm Petrolia Petrolia Lions - GIFT CARD BINGO @ the Lions Hall – 2nd 
Wednesday of Month Sept’22 through May’23 - 519-882-8728

Sep 15 7pm Oil Springs Optimist - MEAT BINGO @ the Youth Centre – 3rd Thursday of 
Month Sept’22 through May’23 - 519-834-2152

Sep 15 7pm Sarnia Ed Dejong – One Room School Houses of Lambton County 
@ LDS Church, 1400 Murphy Rd or online by registering for Zoom 
Meeting at lambton.ogs.on.ca.

Sep 18 1:30pm Alvinston Drumhead Service @ the Alvinston Legion - for information 
contact 519-898-2032

Sept 
21-24

Lunch Watford Legion Week Lunches return @ The Watford Legion. Profits
from the week go to support Homeless Vets. Takeout will be 
available - contact Legion for more info.

Sep 25 10am Petrolia Mixed Dart Tournament @ Petrolia Legion - admission is $10, 
pre-admission required. Call 519-882-1201.

Oct 5 7-9pm Watford Branch 172 is hosting a Candidates’ Night. Coffee served at 
6:30pm. A question period will follow.

Oct
11&12

7:30pm Sarnia Meet the Candidates Meetings at The Imperial Theatre. City/
County Council & Mayoral Candidates will be hosted Tues & Council 
will be Wed. For more info or to submit questions send email to 
info@slchamber.ca.

Oct 15 Evening Watford World’s Greatest Fish Fry @ Branch 172 is back! Tickets will be 
available in early September  
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June 21 thru Aug 30 396 Fletcher St.
Behind The Library

4:30pm-8:30pm

NIGHT

Every Tuesday Night
4:30pm-8:30pm

New Warwick 
Township Logo 

Feedback
Warwick Township Council recently ap-
proved rebranding its communications 

materials. The first step in this process 
was to refresh its existing logo and two 

new designs have been created. Now resi-
dents can vote on which logo it prefers as the 

new Township of Warwick Logo.
To be eligible to vote individuals must be a resident of Warwick Town-
ship. In addition, each person may only vote once and can only select one 
design. The logo with the most votes will become the new Township of 
Warwick Logo.
Voting can be done at the Township of Warwick Municipal Office or online 
with the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/warwicktown-
shiplogo
Voting closes Monday, September 12 at 12PM ET.

Enjoy Friends | Enjoy Independence | Enjoy Life

423 Albany Street
Petrolia, ON

519-882-3157

Downtown Retirement Living
in a Quaint Victorian Town

Downtown Retirement Living
in a Quaint Victorian Town

Village

Call to Book a Tour:Call to Book a Tour:

www.albanyretirementvillage.comwww.albanyretirementvillage.com

Retirement

early
deadline
early
deadline

for the
Sept 8 2022

issue

4156 Petrolia Line • 226-738-0728
office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Oil Springs’ Primetime wins ‘unreal’ brawl
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initative

 “It was unreal.” 
Oil City’s Steve “Primetime” Young, 

answered the challenge and walked 
away with the Super Heavyweight 
Boxing Championship belt from Bar-
stool Sports Rough N’ Rowdy 18 on 
Aug. 19 at the Mountain Health Arena 
in Huntington, West Virginia. 

Young defeated Colin “Coach 
Duggs” McClow, going three rounds.

“I just tried to hit him as hard as I 
could,” said Young, describing his 
strategy. 

Billed as “a 1,000 lbs. Canada vs. 
USA main event,” Young had his 
35-member strong cheering section 
waving Canadian flags with the rest 
of the crowd booing as he entered the 
ring.

 Chants of “U-S-A” -filled the arena 
when McClow appeared. 

“Now if anyone wants to challenge 
me for the belt, they are going to 
have to come up here and get it,” he 
said, admitting he probably won’t be 

stepping back into the ring. 
He was only confirmed as the 

challenger three weeks before the fight. 
A Windsor boxer had bowed out and a 
call went out online for a guy who was 
at least 400 lbs. 

On a whim, Young sent in a video 
and he was chosen as the replacement. 
He called the whole experience fun, 
thrilling and loud. He would like to 
thank everyone who supported him 
and watched him on the pay-per-view. 

The odds makers had the 32 year-old 
McClow, as the favourite heading into 
the fight. 

Both men are 6’3 in height, but 
McClow outweighed the 36 year-
old Young coming in at 500 lbs. to 
Young’s 440 lbs.

Aside from the glory of wearing 
the Barstool Belt, Young is gaining 
celebrity status in Lambton with the 
win. 

He will be dropping the puck during 
the pregame ceremony during the 
Alvinston Killer Bees home opener on 
Oct. 15.  Young played junior hockey 
in Alvinston.

Steve Primetime Young

PAM WRIGHT PHOTO

Mermaid Aleksandra Johnston of Windsor took time to show apprentice mermaid Ava how 
to splash her tail at the Mermaids and Mariners Festival at Brander Park in Port Lambton 
Saturday. Hundreds of people came to event for music, 60 vendors and plenty of kid’s activities. 

port lambton makes a splash

The Independent

 An affordable housing project 
is way behind schedule.

Twenty-four new housing 
units at Maxwell Park on Lon-
don Road were expected to be 
ready for tenants in September. 
Officials with Lambton County 

say it will now be March at the 
earliest.

The county chose to use a 
modular construction company 
to help speed the building pro-
cess. Those modules are set to 
arrive this fall now. 

The big hold up according 
to a staff report presented to 

Lambton County councillors 
Thursday was the foundation. 
Underground water and hydro 
lines were in the building foot-
print and had to be moved.

The new construction at the 
existing housing development 
is part of a plan to build 75 new 
units by 2024.

Affordable housing project delayed until March
Watch for our 

coverage here!


