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Don Poland pauses at the Camalchie Cenotaph after laying a wreath in honour of his son, Cpl. Brent Poland. He was one of 158 soldiers and seven civilians who died serving 
their country in Afghanistan. Each year, the Huron Shores Optimist Club hosts the Remembrance Service the Sunday before Remembrance Day. See more on pg. 10. 

REMEMBERING

Kids back in school as labour dispute simmers Cause unknown
Blake Ellis & Heather Wright
Local Journalism Initiative/The Independent

While students are back in class, the 
labour dispute between the Conservative 
government and education workers is far 
from over.

Classes returned to normal Tuesday after 
CUPE educational workers walked off the 
job Friday and Monday in what they called 
a political protest.

It followed a week of uncertainty and 
constitutional chaos in the province.

Oct. 30, CUPE’s leadership notified 
the province it was prepared to launch a 
strike Friday if an agreement had not been 
reached. At the time, the union and prov-
incial bargainers had been meeting with a 
mediator.

Monday, the Conservative government 
introduced preemptive back-to-work 

legislation and began the process to pass it 
before Friday. The Keeping Kids in School 
Act not only forced custodians, secretaries, 
educational workers and early childhood 
educators to stay on the job, it imposed a 
four year contract with wage increases of 
between 1.5 and 2.5 per cent.

CUPE members are the lowest paid edu-
cational workers in the province with some 
making $39,000 per year.

Premier Doug Ford’s bill used the notwith-
standing clause of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms to suspend collective bargaining 
rights and the right to strike - a highly 
unusual move that was widely criticized by 
everyone from the unions who endorsed 
Ford in the June election to the Prime Min-
ister.

Tuesday, members of the 55,000 member-
strong union were holding information 
pickets at government offices.

Conservatives passed the bill in a raucous 
sitting of the house Thursday which saw 
Sarnia-Lambton MPP Bob Bailey waving at 
CUPE members yelling from the gallery - 
seemingly telling them to leave. 

But the union ignored the legislation and 
members were at MPPs offices Friday in 
what they called political protests. 

Alison Mevis of Petrolia was just one of 
the many members of the CUPE walking 
the picket line. The single mother of two 
is a full-time early childhood educator in a 
Kindergarten class at Holy Rosary Catholic 
School in Wyoming. She also has a casual 
position at the library and she sells Avon.

“My bills are paid, that is about it,” said 
Mevis. There are no vacations and no 
savings, she said, adding a vacation for her 
might be a day at a nearby beach.

“We are here for the kids,” said Mevis.
SEE CUPE PG 3

Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia/North Enniskillen Fire Chief 
Jay Arns says a fire at a Marthaville home 
likely started in the crawlspace.

But how it started hasn’t been 
determined yet.

The department was called to Lasalle 
Line near Marthaville Road Sunday 
afternoon to find the two storey older 
home with flames coming through the 
roof. 

Crews from Wyoming and Brooke-
Alvinston were called in to help bring 
water to the scene from a hydrant on 
Discovery Line. Firefighters were on the 
scene for most of the afternoon.

SEE MARTHAVILLE PG 2
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Johnny Shoemaker has been a Master Craftsman in the Cobbler business 
for over 4 decades often traveling between shops in London On all the 
way down to Sarasota Florida. In 2019 Johnny opened a new location in 
downtown Petrolia. Johnny immediately felt the support of the community, 
who welcomed him with arms open wide and full of foot wear. Whether 
it was a local resident out for a stroll stopping in to learn more about the 
diversity of his services or those bringing in apparel from as far away as 
Windsor and the GTA thus bringing more business to Petrolia – it was busy 
and Johnny was thrilled to be back in a store front location. 
No one could have anticipated what would follow, the gravity of the 
pandemic or the impact it would have on small businesses when it hit. 
More complex would be the ripple effect that has echoed in the aftermath: 
the rising costs involved in operations from keeping the lights on, to the 
grossly inflated costs involved in the purchasing and importing international 
materials required to complete repairs. Sadly, according to Stats Canada, 
1 in 5 small businesses have closed or will close in 2022 as a result of the 
pandemic and Johnny Shoemaker is unfortunately one of them. 
However, John Serratore wants to let his customers know he hasn’t entirely 
hung up his shoes just yet! Determined to continue to pursue his passion as 
a Cobbler, Johnny will be going virtual. This move was a difficult decision to 
make, but ultimately will reduce some of the business’ overhead so he can 
re-focus on his first priority - perfecting his craft and maintaining a high level 
of excellence in customer service. 
As off December 1st 2022, shoes and other products in need of repair, 
can be dropped off locally at the 21 Shell Gas Bar at 4496 Petrolia Line 
by leaving apparel along with your contact information in a closed bag. 
You may also contact Johnny at 519-868-9829 via phone or text for more 
detailed information and visit the website www.johnnyshoemaker.com to 
learn more about the services being offered going forward as well as pick up 
and drop off options in your area. 
Johnny would like to thank the town of Petrolia for welcoming him into their 
community, for their ongoing support of his business, the wonderful reviews 
and most importantly for the recommendations to new customers far and 
wide. 
The in-person smiles on the faces of thousands of satisfied customers over 
the years are forever engrained into the memory and legacy that is Johnny 
Shoemaker and those smiles of often both surprise and gratitude will be 
forever missed.

After 40 + years of 
giving his heart to 
his customer’s soles; 
Johnny Shoemaker 
closes his doors and 
goes virtual. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

POST ELECTION SURVEY
TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK

The Township of Warwick has launched

an online post-election survey
to get community feedback

on the 2022 Municipal Election process.

Warwick Township residents interested in completing the 
survey may do so by November 25 by visiting

the Survey Monkey link below:

CON’T FROM PG 1
Arns says while much of the damage 

appeared to be in the roof, older homes have 
“balloon construction.

“The fire in this house originated in the 
crawl space underneath the house, and it 
traveled up the walls inside up into the 
ceiling up in the top floor,” says Arns.

“There’s no firebreak in these older 
buildings between the first level floor and 
the roof line. It’s just a straight, two by four 
all the way up and no breaks in between, 
so every 16 inches you got a brand new fire 
tunnel.”

Arns says there is a lot of damage in 
the home. “The roof on the front part is 
collapsed. There’s some damage to the floor 
and some structural members,” he says 
adding the firefighters had to get under the 
shingles and between the walls to get to the 
flames.

Fire officials were on the scene most of 
Monday looking for the cause and while 
they believe the fire started in the crawl 
space, where the homeowners had been 
working, officials haven’t found the exact 
cause yet. He estimates about $320,000 
damage was done in the blaze.

No one was home at the time of the fire. 
Arns says the family had purchased the 
home in August.

HeatHer WrigHt pHoto

petrolia/North enniskillen Firefighter tim garvie works at the eaves of a home on fire 
in Marthaville Sunday.

Marthaville fire likely started in crawl space

HeatHer WrigHt pHoto

Firefighters from petrolia, Wyoming and 
Brooke-alvinston shuttled thousands of 
gallons of water during from Discovery 
Line in petrolia Sunday’s fire.

Watford Y has over 200 members
the independent

The new Watford Y seems to be a popular 
place to be.

The Y became a partner with Warwick 
Township and runs the new fitness centre at 
the East Lambton Community Complex.

The centre has only been open for just 
over a month and already the manager of 
parks and recreation says the enrolment rate 
is quite high.

Ryan Chamney told council Monday there 
is 215 members signed up at the complex. 

“That’s right on target and really exceed-
ing expectations,” he told council.

Saturday, the township held an open 
house and between 80 and 100 people came 
through the complex, including the fitness 

centre to take a look. Chamney is hopeful 
that will lead to more members at the Y.

And while the Y continues to attract mem-
bers, the township is also offering more 
programs now that the complex is complete.

Chamney said in a report to council there 
will be Parents and Tot Skating as well as 
public skate at the arena. There will also be 
free adult pickleball in the new gym.

Walkers will also get a chance to use the 
complex as a new Walk with Warwick, 
indoor walking program has started.

Chamney says the township will be 
holding some “come try it out” days in the 
next two months to gauge interest for other 
winter recreational leagues and programs. 
That might include volleyball, basketball, 
badminton and dodgeball.
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Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Don’t be puzzled by complicated insurance. 
At Brokerlink, we’ll help you pice together 
an insurance policy to fit your needs. Call us 
today for a free no oblication quote.

519.882.1290  4146 Petrolia Line

519.882.1290
4146 Petrolia Line

Petrolia

Services available in Ontario through 
Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc. ™
BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of 
Canada Brokerlink Inc.
used under license. © Copyright 2016 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved.

Brought to you by:

Answers to this week’s

Charlotte’s Corner– ADVERTORIAL –

Did you know there is a group of dedicated community volunteers and 
health care administration professionals that focus on recruiting and 
retaining primary care physicians for Petrolia and Central Lambton? 
The committee operates out of the Central Lambton Family Health Team 
and is funded by small grants from the eight municipalities that make up 
Central Lambton. The group was first started in 2011 by the members of 
Charlotte’s Task Force – and was formed in response to staffing concerns 
in maintaining daily operations of Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital 
(CEEH) of Bluewater Health’s Emergency Department. 
Working in partnership with the CEEH Foundation, the committee has 
successfully signed eight primary care physicians to the Central Lambton 
Family Health Team, including Dr. Ahmed Hijazi (pictured here) who was 
successfully recruited in the summer of 2021.
Members of the Central Lambton Recruitment Committee include 
Rosanne Orcutt (Chair), Sarah Milner, Owen Byers, Debbie Freeman, 
Alison Mahon, Mark Braet, Judi McCallum, Lonny Napper, Nick Salaris, 
and Jill Edwards.

Behind-the-Scenes
Rural Physician Recruitment

#PetroliaProud

The work of this group is helping to 
maintain rural access to primary and 
emergency care for the residents of Petrolia 
and Central Lambton. Thank you for your 
dedication to your community!

Members of the Central Lambton Recruitment Committee

CUPE education workers back on the job as negotiations restart
Con’t from Pg 1

The workers went back to the 
MPPs offices Monday, just as the 
Premier held a news conference 
where he offered to sit back down 
at the negotiating table and rescind 
the imposed contract.

“CUPE please accept this offer…
take strike action off the table and 
get our kids back to school,” said 
Ford.

Ford added he didn’t regret 
imposing the back-to-work 
legislation saying CUPE is at fault 
for “walking away from the table.”

CUPE had presented another 
offer to the province Wednesday, 
however the Education Minister, 
Stephen Lecce, refused to 
discuss it unless the union took 
“strike action off the table.” The 
provincial mediator then ended the 
talks saying the two sides were too 
far apart to reach an agreement.

When Ford was asked Monday 
if he had miscalculated by passing 
the legislation he said; “This is 
nothing we did; this is on CUPE.

“Stop the strike, get into the 
classroom,” Ford said adding then 
the negotiations could restart. 

“This is a massive olive branch; 
I’ll rescind Section 33 (the 
notwithstanding clause which 
struck down collective bargaining 
rights) based on them going back 
into the classroom…Once they do 
that, we sit down at the table and 
negotiate a fair deal.

“We need them to come back.”
The government said the 

legislation would be repealed next 
Monday. 

By noon Monday, CUPE Ontario 
Karen Walton said Ford had 
put his plans to repeal the act in 
writing and declared; “We have 
our bargaining rights back.”

And at a news conference 
Tuesday, the premier said the 
government had tabled another 

offer. He wouldn’t reveal its 
contents but continued to say he 
wanted to help the lowest paid 
education workers, but had to be 
aware of giving large increases 
which other unions would then 
demand, costing the taxpayers 
“billions.”

Ford also stood behind his 
widely criticised move of using the 
notwithstanding clause to suspend 
collective bargaining rights, saying 
Section 33 of the Charter was 
“another tool” for the government 
to use in labour disputes.

CUPE countered on Tuesday 
saying the Ontario Legislature 
should be recalled so the 
government could repeal the Act 
as soon as possible.

“I will say there is no trust,” 
Michele LaLonge-Davey, Local 
1238 president said between 
Premier Ford and the union, but 
acknowledged the premier wanting 
to pull back what it passed last 
week as “baby steps.”

 “We are choosing to behave as 
trustworthy adults,” said Lalonge-
Davey, after it was announced 
the walkouts would end and the 
two sides agree to go back to the 
bargaining table. 

While the students were back 
to class and education workers 
were back on the job Tuesday, the 
labour dispute continues to simmer 
with union leaders, including 
CUPE’s president, saying they 
have not given up their right to 
strike by returning to the schools.

There is a path to head back 
to the picket line if negotiations 
break down again, LaLonge-
Davey said. It was a comment 
echoed by the provincial CUPE 
president.

Walton was flanked by labour 
leaders at the Toronto news 
conference, including Mike 
Hancock CUPE’s national 

president who said the legislation 
was “a direct threat to worker 
rights and…to all Canadians” 
because the premier used the 
notwithstanding clause to remove 
workers’ rights.

And other private sector unions 
said if the Ford government heads 
down that path again, they’re 
willing to step up.

“Our movement is strong and we 
will stand up for each other.”

Unifor’s president agreed saying 
the labour movement was prepared 
with an “unprecedented response.” 

Lana Payne said Unifor had 
agreed last night to take whatever 
action necessary to stop the Ford 
government from suspending 
collective bargaining rights.

And while the bargaining 
continues, local educators are 
hopeful the students school year 
will not be affected again.

“We thank you for your 
patience and support through the 
uncertainty during the past week,” 
wrote John Howitt, director of 
education for the Lambton-Kent 
District School Board in a letter 

to parents. “LKDSB is hopeful a 
fair collective agreement can be 
reached.”

St. Clair District Catholic School 
Board Director of Education Scott 
Sanderson added “We are pleased 
that our CUPE colleagues will be 
back in our schools, to continue 
their important work of supporting 
our students and families... We 
recognize that there is still much 
work to do at the bargaining 
table...We continue to pray that the 
two sides will reach an agreement 
that is fair for all parties.”

Blake ellis/local journalism initiative photo

lambton’s local 1238 cupe members were in front of Bob Bailey’s office monday morning when news 
broke of the province repealing legislation which imposed a contract. union leaders were cautious 
saying there was not a lot of trust built between the premier and the union.
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Our Story

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for brevity 
and clarity.
All letters need to be signed and must have a phone number 
for verification.

Letters to the Editor

Petrolia heritage/don gibson collection Photo

this photo, from the collection of the late don gibson, shows Petrolia’s “contribution to the canadian overseas 
contingent in the First World War. the men were part of the 18th and 34th battalion and the 7th cMrs. it 
appears the men posed for the photo in Victoria Park near what is now the td bank.

Ford’s actions not that surprising considering the past
Over the last couple of days, Premier 

Doug Ford has given us a very good 
idea where his priorities lie.

And it’s left some people shocked, 
although I’m not sure why.

Last week, the Ford government used 
what constitutional experts called “the 
nuclear option” - the notwithstanding 
clause of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms - to suspend the collective 
bargaining rights of the lowest paid 
education workers in the province, 
throwing the education system into 
chaos with kids sitting at home for 
another two days. He walked the legis-
lation back, all the while saying it was 
the right “tool” to use and blaming the 
union for threatening strike action.

Ford introduced legislation which 
would severely limit the way conserva-
tion authorities across the province 
protect the environment.

Ford has said he’s going to allow 
development on the Greenbelt - an area 
which protects farmland, communities, 
forests, wetlands and watersheds from 
development. 

And the premier has refused to an-
swer any questions at a public inquiry 
trying to determine if the federal 
government really needed to use the 
Emergency Act to break up the convoy 

of trucks which set up shop in Ottawa 
for 23 days.

Some people were dismayed about 
the move to quash collective bar-
gaining rights. Ford and friends took 
great pride in the labour unions which 
supported him during the election, but 
he never hid the fact he viewed the 
unions of white collar workers as fat 
cats living high off government cash.

That the premier would use the not-
withstanding clause to do suspend their 
rights is brazen but not unheard of; 
Ford took the same measure to reduce 
the size of Toronto council right before 
an election.

It’s also not surprising that the 
Premier would try to remove layers of 
environmental protections to allow de-
velopment to plow ahead - particularly 
in Toronto. He views environmental 
regulations as ‘red tape’ that holds up 
development.

There is no doubt we need hous-
ing. But the type of housing Ford is 
making way for won’t end homeless-
ness nor house the coming wave of 
immigrants, as the premier suggests. It 
will be another round of high-priced, 
show homes which make developers 
millions. And it will damage the en-
vironment as we strip away the earth’s 

protective systems 
to deal with flood 
waters.

And, Ford used 
parliamentary 
privilege to avoid 
answering why 
he was seemingly 
absent while Ot-
tawa police floun-
dered through the 
convoy crisis. He 
says it’s a federal 
inquiry into the 
federal actions - 
omitting the part 
that the federal 
government may 
not have had to act if the premier of 
Ontario had been more active in help-
ing one of its major cities through a 
crisis. 

It all paints a picture of an old-time 
Conservative leader - one who’d 
rather crush organized labour than deal 
with them, one who wants to help his 
friends make big bucks without all that 
“red tape” and who would rather not 
answer questions which might call him 
to account for his actions. And that’s 
a different picture than the premier 
painted for voters during the election.

Remembering
those who served
EDITOR’S NOTE: Each week before Remembrance 

Day, The Independent prints a poem to recall the ser-
vice of those in our communities for their country.

John Gillespie Magee, Jr. was born in 1922 in Shang-
hai, China. In October 1940, at age 18, John Magee Jr. 
went to Canada and enrolled in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. 

After his flight training, he went to England as a com-
missioned pilot officer. In the course of his training in 
the Spitfire aircraft, he was assigned to make a high 
altitude flight “into the stratosphere.” 

On landing, he went to his quarters and there wrote 
his now famous High Flight sonnet on the back of a 
letter to his mother.

High Flight
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared and 
swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there,
I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air...
Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or even eagle flew -
And, while with silent lifting mind I’ve trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand and touched the face of God.

    - Officer John G. Magee, Jr. - November, 1941

Heather 
Wright

Editorial
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430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca
431 King Street | Petrolia | 519-882-1880

PREVENT BACK PAIN & AVOID
INJURY WHEN

   WARM UP FIRST
   with a brisk walk to increase blood
              flow to muscles and get the 
              joints moving.

           ADOPT A BODY-
           HEALTHY TECHNIQUE
         Switch back and forth between 
arms so you don’t tighten one side, get 
an imbalance and start feeling pain.

DON’T DO IT ALL AT ONCE
Break the job into multiple small sessions 
and don’t forget to take breaks.

BAG LEAVES PROPERLY

LISTEN TO YOUR BODY
Pain is our best guide to say, enough!Dr. Storozuk Dr. Martyniuk

Bend from the waist, maintain a 
straight back and use your leg 
and glute muscles to squat down 
while bagging.

Advice from a reader: no development fees please
EDITOR: How politically generous 
and gracious of the outgoing Petrolia 
council to allow the incoming 
members of council to address 
the matter regarding the proposed 
implementation of development 
charges in the Town of Petrolia.

I encourage council to accept 
this opportunity and finally quash 
this unwarranted and unnecessary 
proposal being fueled by the obviously 
uninformed.

In accordance with the Town of 
Petrolia development policies, all new 
development is 100 per cent financed 
by the developers, including all current 
and future infrastructure requirements. 

Any new charges (plus profit )will 
simply be passed on to the purchaser, 
increasing the cost of the house which 
in turn increases the tax assessment 
and obviously the municipal taxes.

I also encourage all developers 
to meet with the new council and 
present their case prior to any motion 
of council to proceed with the 
implementation of a consultants report.

Furthermore, input from the general 
public needs to be heard prior to 
council moving forward. You will 
learn a lot of valuable information.

Petrolia’s CAO touched on some 
of the Towns positive current state of 
affairs in the latest issue of the Petrolia 

Connection and  together, collectively 
and cooperatively, we can achieve 
much more without burdening select 
groups.

T . L. Blackmore, C.E.T.
Petrolia, ON

Editor’s Note: According to the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs, 
municipalities can apply development 
charges on a new development to 
help pay for the capital costs of 
infrastructure to support new growth 
including water and sewer services as 
well as soft services, such as recreation 
and libraries.

‘Disgusted and sad’ over Bailey’s actions says reader
EDITOR:

On Nov. 3 our Health Coalition held 
a Rally and Press Conference at our 
MPP Bob Bailey’S office. The purpose 
of the rally tell the truth, and advise the 
public about Doug Ford’s lies before 
the provincial election. He stated over 
and over that our public health care 
system would not be privatized. In 
May of this year, at a campaign debate, 
Mr. Bailey, said a certain coalition was 
going around saying the public health 
care system would be privatized, and 
that it couldn’t be further from the 
truth.

After the provincial election, when 
Mr. Ford and Mr. Bailey won re-
election, the Premier announced 
funding for private, for-profit surgical 
clinics; “funding” of course means our 
tax dollars. 

In addition, new long term care 
beds and the funding attached to them 
continue to be awarded to private, for-
profit businesses. 

Home-care is almost completely 
privatized.

On the day of our rally, many union 
members joined us, including CUPE, 
OPSEU, UNIFOR and SEIU members. 
Members of the public also were there 
with us. It was reassuring to know that 
we are supported in our efforts to save 

public health care.
CUPE supported us on the day that 

the government was to vote on Bill 
28, which would to force a contract on 
the lowest paid group in the education 
sector and deny their right to strike. 
This has angered many citizens who 
realize these education workers are 
much needed in education, to ensure 
all of Ontario’s children can enjoy a 
quality education, provided in part 
by workers who know their skills are 
valued.

The government passed Bill 28 on 
Nov. 3, with a forced contract, no 
right to strike or take the government 
to court. This is the “notwithstanding 
clause.” Other unions see this as a trial 
to see if the government can try this 
when they negotiate with them, for 
example, teachers, health care workers, 
etc. As an aside, Doug Ford has just 
announced that construction of housing 
subdivisions will be allowed in the 
Green Belt area around Toronto, after 
promising to environmental groups and 
farmers that no development would be 
allowed. Another lie.

I was sent a link to the Legislature 
of Ontario, from the vote. CUPE 
representatives were shouting at 
the Conservatives. Suddenly I saw 
Bob Bailey stand up, smile widely 

and wave to the CUPE people. This 
demonstrated unprofessional and 
inappropriate behaviour. 

He was elected to represent all of 
Sarnia Lambton, union and non-union 
people alike. He has not shown any 
respect for the electorate, but he should 
be held accountable for his actions.

His actions have left me feeling 
disgusted and sad. He is part of the
government that Ontario elected, and 
should be held to a higher standard;
but make no mistake, we will continue 
to fight the good fight, for health care, 
for education, for farmers, for people 
with disabilities, for the elderly and 
the vulnerable, for environmental 
advocacy groups, for poverty groups, 
and for all public programs that benefit 
the people of Ontario! I am asking 
all members of the public to support 
our efforts: health care advocacy, 
education, disability and poverty 
advocacy, environmental advocacy, 
children’s groups and all others. Tell 
Doug Ford to discipline Bob Bailey. 
The Premier’s Toronto number is 416-
325-1941. You can reach him by email 
at premier@ontario.ca

Shirley Roebuck 
Sarnia Lambton Health Coalition

Demand for sex assault services up 67 per cent
Heather Wright
The Independent

The head of the Sarnia-Lambton 
Sexual Assault Survivors Centre says 
requests for counselling have jumped 
67 per cent in the last year.

Chantel Butterfield was at Lambton 
County Council Nov. 3 to outline the 
crisis the centre is facing in the wake 
of the Me Too Movement and the 
pandemic.

“Before the pandemic, survivors were 
already reaching out to us in record 
numbers. 

“In the post Me Too era, the demand 
for services was at an all time and at 
that time – in 2018 – in response to 
this increase, the previous Ontario 
government announced an approximate 
30 per cent increase to sexual violence 
sector in Ontario,” Butterfield said.

“Despite this firm commitment under 

the current provincial government that 
funding never became a reality, then 
the pandemic hit.

“The pandemic has also had a 
significant impact on people’s mental 
health and wellness. For survivors 
who’ve experienced trauma, this 
impact is magnified and many 
survivors have been pushed to the 
brink during this period, reaching out 
to us in crisis. 

“The combination of these realities 
… has meant the demand for our 
services has increased radically across 
all of our programs. Most notably, 
requests for our direct services have 
increased 67 per cent in just the last 
year.”

And Butterfield says “there have 
been no increases to core funding 
for community based sexual assault 
centers” from the province.

The head of the centre asked 

Lambton County councillors for 
their support to press the Ontario 
government “to provide increased and 
most importantly sustainable funding 
for community based sexual assault 
support centers.

“We need the advocacy of our 
municipalities right now.”

Councillors passed a motion calling 
for more funding unanimously. 

However Sarnia City/County 
Councillor Brian White says the 
county has to be more aware of the 
need for services in the community 
since it impacts homelessness.

“If we look into the services that we 
provide, ensuring that our community 
partners are able to provide the 
services is a critical part of that 
strategy...the message needs to be sent 
loud and clear to the province that it’s 
time to step up and support people 
where they truly need it.”
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Grogan, Watford

Dear Lord Jesus, “thank-you” for the price that you paid for me. Because of the sin in my life, I find myself separated
from you. I ask for your forgiveness and invite you into my heart, to be Lord of all the areas of my life. Thank-you for

the “gift” of salvation and the assurance of an eternal home in Heaven with you. Amen

PRAYER:

“Thank-you” veterans and current military
personnel, for the precious “gift of freedom”,

to all Canadian. We are forever indebted.
Blessed are the led, in the way,

Who walk in the law of the Lord, day by day.
His precepts and statutes they faithfully keep,

Unashamed, His commandments they diligently seek.
Bible in hand, our fore-fathers, settled this “great” land,
Fearing God, our constitution re ected, their stand.

Prayer and God’s Word, guided our courts and school,
Respect and humility, governed their rule.

Have we become so morally insensitive, we can’t discern the way?
Do the gods of materialism, egotism and power, rule the day?

Have we deceived our next generation, being politically correct?
Are the statistics of divorce and suicide, the future’s effect?

Life has many choices, but eternity only two,
Who will you be found serving, when your life, is thru.
You see, “repentance” is required, for you and for me,
Bringing Jesus unending “forgiveness”,to set us free.

If we “humble” ourselves and “pray”, God promises to heal our land,
His righteousness exalts a Nation, with one accord, we will stand.

So we say, “God Bless Canada” and earnestly pray,
Forever, your mercy endures Lord, change our hearts to-day.

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear

from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14

“Thank-you” veterans and current military 
personnel, for the precious “gift of freedom”, 

to all Canadians. We are forever indebted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PARKING REGULATIONS

NO PARKING is allowed between November 15th, 2022 to 
April 15th, 2023 between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any Township of Warwick streets.
*In January 2021, Warwick Township Council passed a by-law 
amendment to change the parking permit period to 
November 1st until October 31st.
On-Street Parking Permits, for residential vehicles, may be 
obtained at the Township O�ce during o�ce hours, at the set 
fee of $50.00. Parked vehicles without a permit will receive a 
ticket.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, please call or email:
226-848-3926 or info@warwicktownship.ca

TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

Photo Credit

dozens of wreaths were laid at the foot of the Petrolia Cenotaph Sunday in Victoria Park as part 
of remembrance Week. Politicians, family of veterans and those who died and local businesses 
paid tribute to those who served in the ceremony which lasted more than an hour. the Petrolia 
Legion will host the Act of remembrance at the cenotaph Friday at 10:45 am.

Laying the wreaths

Wyoming native worries about Ukraine winter
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism initiative

Winter is coming to the Ukraine. Many 
Canadians, who were paying attention to the 
Russian-Ukrainian War in the summer, are 
no longer paying attention. This is a fear of 
Johnathan Verroen, a Wyoming native, who has 
been on the front lines of the conflict delivering 
humanitarian aid since the conflict began earlier 
this year.  

The Russian military have been bombing much 
of the Ukrainian infrastructure. Many citizens 
are without electricity and hot water. Verroen 
believes more refugees will flee the conditions in 
the Ukraine as the winter settles in and people try 
to survive. “The Ukrainian people are so strong,” 
said Verroen. 

Russia launched dozens of missiles on Oct. 31 
targeting critical facilities. Eighty percent of Kiev 
was without water at one point. It was brought 
back on line, but the city’s leadership has told 
residents there will be periodic blackouts, as the 
city deals with its electricity supply.

Verroen is in the middle of this. Everyday he is 
reminded how dangerous his work is in providing 
humanitarian aid in the Ukraine. The day he 
spoke with The Independent, he was still shaken 
after a bomb landed close to the vehicle he was 
in. The vibrations from the blast shifted the car 
on the road. 

“I have come here under constant explosions all 
around us to deliver food and aid to people who 
are left in the city,” said Verroen. “I am scared 
every time I go in there.”  Rockets are launched 
into the city by Russian forces and at times 

shake the building he is 
staying.

Verroen has been in 
the war zone off and on 
for months after feeling 
called to help after the 
invasion. His focus in 
the beginning was to get 
Ukrainians out of the 
country and into Canada 
by matching them with 
Canadian hosts 

Verroen was in 
Poland in April and 
May helping Ukrainian 
refugees who fled across 
the border into Poland. He returned to Poland on 
July 21 and travelled to the Ukraine on Aug. 1.  
He spent the majority of his time in Lviv, but has 
also been to Kiev and Odessa. 

But the work Verroen does has changed. He 
is now on the near the front lines in Bakhmut, 
where forces having been battling for weeks, but 
the city still remains in Ukrainian hands. There, 
he’s trying to meet the immediate needs of the 
people he meets, providing humanitarian aid 
within the country.  He has raised $15,000 so far 
and has a Facebook page, Save Ukraine – Sarnia 
and Lambton County. 

“I have felt a deep desire since this war started 
to help people, and even amid bombings and 
fear of life, I will continue,” he says. “This war 
is far from over and sadly as winter approaches 
more and more people are needing help, for food, 
shelters and heat. Many will need to be evacuated 
as winter settles in and there is no power.”

Wyoming native 
Johnathan Verroen 
delivering aid in 
Ukraine
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Plympton-Wyoming thanks Napper
Heather Wright
The Independent

Plympton-Wyoming gave 
outgoing Mayor Lonny Napper a 
collective hug.

Members of the community 
gathered Saturday to thank Napper 
for over 30 years of political 
service to Plympton-Wyoming. 

Past members of his council, 
friends from Lambton County 
Council and childhood playmates 
all shared stories about Napper as 
he completed his term of office.

Warwick Mayor-Elect Todd 
Case, whom Napper refers to as 
his adoptive son, said the mayor 
had a knack for making friends 
with politicians in high places. 
At one conference, Napper was 
having a cigarette outside before 
a meeting with the Minister of 
Agriculture, Case said. The 
Minister stopped to talk to Napper 
and “he had all the problems 
solved” before the meeting began.

Former warden and Lambton 
Shores Mayor Bill Weber agreed 
adding “nobody around that 
county council table has a bigger 
heart than this man.”

Ben Dekker served with 
Napper on Plympton-Wyoming 
council, even ran against him 
for the top job. The pair first met 
on Halloween when Dekker’s 
children were trick or treating. 
Napper gave the kids a box of 
Nerds to give to their dad and said 

“You are what you eat.”
That trademark sense of humour 

also surfaced when Napper fended 
off a challenge by Dekker at the 
polls. “Lonny shellacked me and 
then he said ‘I took you to school 
son.’ I laughed then and now I 
really do enjoy that.”

While Dekker admires Napper’s 
wit, it was the way he treated his 
wife, Carolyn, he most admired.

“Lonny and Carolyn had a 
relationship you could write 
books about...he is faithful and 
honourable.” Carolyn passed away 
in Jan 1.

And, when it was his turn to 
speak, Napper told the audience 
it was Carolyn who helped him 
through his political career. And 
he’d visited her grave to talk with 
her about his speech.

“It brought back memories of 
my early years making her listen 
to my speeches and getting her 
advice, which was always ‘Oh, it’s 
too long - shorten that up. So after 
two or three times, she’d say ‘I’m 
go to bed; you go set the micro-
wave timer for three minutes and 
it’d be just fine.’”

Napper said he’s looking forward 
to retirement and he feels fortun-
ate that he was able to serve his 
community.

“It was a journey that opened 
so many doors and opportunities 
and during those time I’ve met 
four Prime Ministers in all the the 
premiers in those past 34 years.” 

and for many friendships with 
ministers and girls and alluded to 
my friend hazy Galleon.

HeaTHer WrIgHT PHoTos

Plympton-Wyoming honoured outgoing Mayor Lonny 
Napper saturday. He was named honourary fire chief 
and friends Pat Davidson and Ben Dekker were among 
those sharing stories and hugs at his retirement.

HeaTHer WrIgHT PHoTo

Mayor al Broad thanks outgoing Councillor Leslea Williams for 30 years of 
service to Dawn-euphemia.

Williams served Dawn 30 years
Heather Wright
The Independent

After 30 years of serving the people 
of Dawn-Euphemia, Leslea Williams 
has quietly stepped aside.

Williams was first elected to Dawn 
Township Council in 1992 as a 
councillor. In 1998, when Dawn and 
nearby Euphemia Township amalgam-
ated, Williams became a councillor 
again and has served the township ever 
since.

When the 2022 municipal nomina-
tions came around, Williams did not 
file for re-election. And Monday, as 
she attended her final meeting, Mayor 

Al Broad presented her with a certifi-
cate for 30 years of political service. 
Williams didn’t give any words of 
goodbye and told The Independent she 
didn’t wish to comment about her long 
political career - the longest of any fe-
male municipal councillor in Lambton. 

In 2018, in the municipal election, 
Williams did share why she thought 
it was important to be on council.  
“Rural communities matter,” she said 
in an interview with The Independent 
then. “I think very much this has been 
lost along the way with provincial and 
federal government... I think we’re 
better equipped to determine what our 
community should look like.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

OFFICIAL PLAN UPDATE
THE PURPOSE OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
The Council of the Town of Petrolia will hold a special meeting, pursuant to Section 
26(3) of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, for the purposes of discussing 
the revisions that may be required as part of an upcoming update to the Town’s 
Official Plan.  The Special Council Meeting will be held as follows:

MONDAY DECEMBER 12, 2022 @ 5 PM
Victoria Hall – Council Chambers

411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia
THE SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL is to discuss the revisions that may be 
required to the Official Plan. It is intended to provide an opportunity for the public 
to offer comments regarding any issue or matter that should be considered during 
the Official Plan Review process.  Members of Council will also be providing input on 
their issues or matters to be considered during the Official Plan review.

BACKGROUND ON THE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
The Town of Petrolia Official Plan outlines the Town’s goals, objectives, and policies 
primarily used to support growth, economic development, and building Petrolia’s 
future. The plan also establishes a framework for managing the effects of growth on 
the social, economic and natural environment of the Town. 

The Planning Act requires that an Official Plan be updated to ensure that it: conforms 
with provincial plans or does not conflict with them; has regard to matters of pro-
vincial interest; is consistent with provincial policy statements; and addresses recent 
legislative changes. Taking into account the timing of the approval of the current Of-
ficial Plan, the introduction of a 2020 Provincial Policy Statement and amendments 
to the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as well as a new Lambton County Official Plan, the 
Town has initiated a comprehensive update to its Official Plan.

SUBJECT LANDS
The update to the Official Plan will affect all lands within the municipal boundary of 
the Town of Petrolia. Accordingly, no key map is provided.

YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT
Any person may attend the special public meeting and/or provide written or a 
verbal representation. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may provide 
written comments by submitting them to the address below.

Mail:
Official Plan Review, Town of Petrolia

411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia, ON  N0N 1R0 

A copy of the agenda for the special public meeting of council, including a staff 
report and any attachments, will be available by Monday, December 5, 2022 found 
at https://petrolia.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=716 

The Town’s current Official Plan may be reviewed on the Petrolia Website at
www.town.petrolia.ca

NOTICE OF COLLECTION
Personal information collected as a result of this public meeting is collected under 
the authority of the Municipal Act, the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protec-
tion of Privacy Act (MFIPPA), the Planning Act, and all other relevant legislation, and 
will be used to assist in making a decision on this matter. All personal information 
(as defined by MFIPPA), including (but not limited to) names, addresses, opinions 
and comments collected will be made available for public disclosure to members of 
the public, at the meeting, through requests, and through the website of the Town 
of Petrolia. Questions regarding the collection, use, and disclosure of this personal 
information may be directed to the Clerk, Town of Petrolia; 411 Greenfield Street, 
Petrolia, ON   N0N 1R0 

This notice published on the 24th day of October, 2022 

COVID-19 Information:
The health and safety of residents, Council, and staff is the most important part of 

this meeting.  Residents who do not wish to 
attend the meeting have the option of submit-
ting their comments in writing.  Both in person 
and written comments are equally valued.  

Mandi Pearson
Clerk, Town of Petrolia

Private Personal
and Respite Care

for Your Loved
One in Their
Own Home

Assisting Seniors in the area for the past 20+ years.
telliot35@gmail.com
519-401-0299

Blake ellis/local Journalism initiative Photo

hillsdale cemetery has a somber display, which highlights how many veterans are interned in the cemetery as we 
acknowledge them and their sacrifice on remembrance Day. Field of crosses is a memorial project organized by 
the margaret stokes chapter of the imperial order Daughters of the empire (ioDe). Jean Windover, the ioDe war 
services officer, said there were 465 crosses on display in the first year of the project. since then, more crosses 
have been added as more veterans were discovered in the cemetery. this is the fifth year for the Field of crosses.  
ioDe members, as well as members of the Petrolia Branch of the royal canadian legion, helped to assemble the 
crosses in the morning of nov. 2. the Field of crosses will remain until nov. 12.

Crosses of remembranCe

Lambton County has a new Medical 
Officer of Health.

Dr. Karalyn Dueck has been 
appointed as the new Acting Medical 
Officer of Health starting Nov. 21. 
And the county is asking the province 
to appoint her as the permanent 
replacement for Dr. Sudit Ranade who 

is now the Chief MOH of Yukon.
Dueck served as the Acting 

Associate Medical Officer of Health 
for the Middlesex London Health 
Unit. Dueck, who worked through 
the pandemic in Peel and Toronto, 
completed a portion of her medical 
residency training at 

Lambton Public Health under the 
guidance of Ranade. 
“ I am very excited to begin working 
with the team at LPH and cannot wait 
to immerse myself in the community,” 
she said in a news release.

lambton county honours retiring councillors, cao
Heather Wright
the independent

Three long-time politicians and the 
top administrator of Lambton said 
goodbye.

Plympton-Wyoming’s Lonny Napper, 
St. Clair Township’s Steve Arnold and 
Lambton Shores’ Bill Weber have all 
served on county council for multiple 
terms – Arnold since the 1990s. Both 
Arnold and Weber have served as 
warden and Napper served as deputy 
warden. Nov. 3 was their last county 
council meeting.

Weber served as warden for four 
years and was in office on March 
18 when the county declared a state 
of emergency due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. “It was a real struggle, but 
we all work together and that’s what 
Lambton county does.”

Weber, who appeared emotional 
toward the end of his remarks, thanked 
his fellow councillors and staff for 
their help during his time as warden. 
“Everyone here is fully dedicated to 
helping this community.”

Arnold, the longest serving member 
of the three retiring, was philosophical 
saying the world is constantly 
changing and that’s not a bad thing.

“Things will not stay the same…
We need to be participatory. I look at 

these young people up in the gallery 
here today and I look at them as 
leaders, they’ll be here to replace us, 
which is a good thing. And they will 
bring a different set of knowledge and 
practical solutions to all the things that 
we have all tried to do over the last 
number of years.”

Napper, in what he admitted was a 
rambling speech, said being the deputy 
warden during Arnold’s two year term 
was a great learning experience.

“I just like to thank everybody. It 
opened up a lot of doors for me, I 
had a year, two years here with Steve 
Arnold, that was probably the highlight 
of my career and I know a lot of doors 
opened and we got to places that I 
would never gone before.”

And he added; “I’m sure you won’t 
miss me for disrupting your meetings 
at times.”

Councillors also said goodbye to 
long-time CAO Ron VanHorne. He’s 
retiring in February after 30 years 
with the county. Stéphane Thiffeault, 
general manager of corporate services, 
and deputy chief administrative officer, 
will take over the role.

At Wednesday’s meeting VanHorne 
passed the torch – or rather the red 
jacket – to Thiffeault.

“When I first got appointed to the 
county in a senior staff position, I was 

told that I had to wear a red jacket 
to council and it’s a it’s a beautiful 
fashion garment,” he said to laughter 
in the crowd. County council members 
stopped wearing the red coats to 
meetings years ago.

“I was honored to be able to wear it 
because it meant that I was accepted 
to the community and I was part of it. 
It’s a symbolic thing and we kept it all 
these years – not wearing it very often 
– Halloween maybe – not around the 
town or anything,” he said as he took 
it off. “So, I thought as a transitional 
thing, I would give it to Stéphane,” he 
added helping the soon to be CAO into 
the red coat.

a screenshot of cao ron vanhorne 
as he hands over his red coat to 
stéphane thiffeault, who will be the 
new cao in February.

lambton hires new moh, waits for provincial approval
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A weekend to 
Remember in 
Camlachie

HeatHer WrigHt PHotos

residents of Camlachie paused to remember the eight people from their community who died in wars 
around the globe. about 150 people walked from the community centre to the cenotaph, stopped to 
observe the moment of silenced, watched as the CoPa Flight 7’s 403 Honour Flight few overhead and 
laid wreaths in honour of those who had given the ultimate sacrifice. the Wyoming Legion helps the Huron 
shores optimist with the annual remembrance. the Wyoming Legion will be hosting another service Nov. 
11 at 10:45 am at the cenotaph on erie street. 
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Photo Credit

Petrolia Scouts took a special interest in the environment at Camp Attawandaron recently. the troup 
worked on things like hiking, tree clean up, and learning about honey bees during their first weekend 
of camping in nearly three years. Scout leaders said it was the first time for many of the group.

camp clean up
Homelessness summit coming
Heather Wright
the independent

Lambton County will be 
organizing a summit on 
homelessness early in 2023 
bringing all of the organizations 
who work with people in crisis and 
politicians to find ways to improve 
the help provided.

In April, county staff estimated 
there were 170 people who were 
homeless in the county with 50 
sleeping outside without shelter.

The provincial and federal 
governments have provided 
more funding to help – during 
the pandemic, Lambton received 
over $11.6 million in funding for 
emergency shelter.

But, in a report to county 
councillors in October, officials 
say there are still many people 
without homes, including 52 
in August who were sleeping 
in the rough. “The scarcity of 
affordable, safe housing and the 
low Social Assistance rates that 
have not seen an increase since 
2017 exacerbate the situation. 
Further, the opioid crisis and 
untreated mental health concerns 
have a cyclical relationship with 
experiences of homelessness and 
have compounded the crisis.”

Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley 
asked for the summit saying in the 
past, summits on the economy and 
energy produced results.

Bradley says while plans are 
already in place to help people 
living rough, says the summit will 
be “the bringing together many of 
the people in the community, many 
organizations and starting to have 
a discussion on these issues and 
how we’re going to get through 
this winter.

“I think, from anecdotal 
information, that we need to up our 
game. And we need to have a lot of 
groups talking to each other. And 
I can tell you in the urban area, 
there’s still a lack of understanding 
of what the role of the county is, 
and its key critical issues on the 
funding.”

St. Clair Township Mayor Steve 
Arnold agreed, adding MPs 
and MPPs have to be involved 
in the discussion, particularly 
since the federal government 
recently announced up to 500,000 
immigrants will be coming to 
Canada by 2025.

“When you start looking at 
bringing in the amount of people 
that will fill the city of Windsor 
year, over year over year, and 
yet there’s not the money for the 
infrastructure to back that up, 
whether it’s doctors, hospitals, 
schools, or any of those things, 
we have an issue that’s got to 
be addressed. And I think the 
only way we’re going to have an 
address locally is make sure that 
our MPs are here with us going 
through this process,” says Arnold.
In Lambton
• Over 2,600 shelter stays have 
been supported through Lambton 
emergency housing system 
• Over 1,230 individuals have 
stayed in emergency housing 
• The county helped 529 
individuals find homes 
• 311 individuals experiencing 
homelessness moved to more 
permanent housing 
• 268 individuals placed into 
permanent housing 
• 158 secured or maintained 
housing through the Rental 
Assistance Program.

Lambton philanthropist remembered
Heather Wright
the independent

One of the people behind the 
charitable foundation which has 
supported countless Lambton 
County projects has passed away.

Judith Alix who with her 
husband, Norm, founded the Alix 
Foundation, passed away Saturday. 
Norm died in 2014.

Alix was a registered nurse until 
the birth of her son, Joe. According 
to her obituary, Alix loved 
supporting her son by driving him 
and his teammates to their out of 
town games. “She was the ultimate 
sports mom to many.” Alix also 
had a love for horses, dogs, art, 
music, sports and photography.

She was also Norm’s business 
partner at Steeplejack Services. 
They set up the Judith and Norman 
Alix Foundation saying they 
wanted to express their gratitude 
to the community that helped grow 
their business.

The obituary states Alix “loved 
living in Sarnia-Lambton and 
was proud to support the Judith 
& Norman Alix Art Gallery.” It 
was the foundation’s donation 
which kick started the campaign to 
renovate the downtown building 
which is now the gallery’s home.

Warden Kevin Marriott paid 

tribute to Alix in a news release 
saying; “She will be remembered 
for her genuine, charitable, and 
spirited nature with which she 
carried herself every day. Her life 
has touched the lives of nearly 
everyone within our community, 
and her legacy will stand as an 
example to all of us to inspire, 
build, and maintain a caring 
community.”

Over the years, the Alix 
Foundation has supported all 
kinds of community projects 
– everything from bleachers 
for the county’s fairs to special 
use vehicles for the medically 
fragile, refurbishing sports field – 
including Alix Field at Norm Perry 
Park – to festivals and books.

Since it was formed, the 
foundation has given $4.6 million 
to 27 projects in Lambton County.

Judith and Norman Alix
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Women share 20 years of camp tales
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

It sounds like a simple task.  A group of female 
canoeists have been paddling all day and are fam-
ished, when they set up camp that night. It was 
decided they would make macaroni and cheese 
for supper that night. 

It is dark and everyone hungrily eats the meal. 
It isn’t until the next morning in the light of day 
that the women discover the unopened cheese 
packages, which were not used in the preparation 
of the previous night’s meals. 

This is the type of story, which is apart of Canoe 
Adventures, a booklet compiled by a group of 
women who have been enjoying canoe trips for 
the last 20 years. 

One of the women, Julie Whitely explained all 
of the women were Girl Guide leaders who went 
on their first canoe trip 20 years ago.  The group 
would take one trip a year with between six and 

eight members a part of each 
excursion. Canoe trips have 
taken place in such locales 
as Killarney and Algonquin 
provincial parks.   

The idea for the book came 
out of Whitely’s involvement 
with Toastmasters, as she was 
in need of a high performance 
leadership project. The book 
includes the itinerary of the 
group’s many trips, stories, 
recipes and many canoeing 
dos and don’ts. Whitely hopes 
it will be of interest for anyone who likes to go 
on canoe trips. 

Canoe Adventures will be available at the Book 
Keeper in Sarnia on Saturday, Nov. 12. It is be-
ing sold for $10, with $5 going to printing the 
booklet, with the other half being donated to the 
Women’s Interval Home of Sarnia-Lambton.

Julie
Whitely

MOE says daily inspector ‘above the standard’
Heather Wright
The Independent

Warwick Township and Waste 
Management have not yet been able 
to convince the Ministry of Environ-
ment to provide a full-time inspector 
for Ontario’s largest landfill.

The township has been pressuring 
the MOE for years, explains CAO 
Amanda Gubbels.

“Part of the community commit-
ment agreement between Waste 
Management and the township was 
that Waste Management would fund a 
full time inspector from the Ministry 
of Environment,” she says adding it 
went well for several years until the 
Ontario Liberals were in power. “And 
then, seemingly, independently on 
their own accord, the Ministry of En-
vironment revisited the provision of a 
full time inspector at this site...(and)
decreased the inspections independ-

ently. Their argument was...it was a 
standard not provided in other muni-
cipalities have a landfills of a similar 
size, and was above and beyond the 
regulated oversight provided by the 
ministry.”

As Waste Management looks for an 
expansion of the site, the township 
and the company have taken up the 
cause again, recently meeting with the 
MOE to press the matter.

But Gubbels says the ministry’s 
position hasn’t changed.

“It’s been communicated with the 
municipality that full time inspec-
tion does not is above the regulated 
requirement,” she says.

Currently, the inspector is on site 
once a week. 

Gubbels says township council will 
continue to appeal to the ministry for 
a full-time seven-day a week in-
spector as the environmental approval 
process for the expansion continues.

Armstrong, Deans, call out mayor’s arena comments
Heather Wright
The Independent

It was a familiar subject as the Brooke-Alvinston council met for the last time.
Councillor Jamie Armstrong asked municipal staff about the progress of phase 

two of the Alvinston Optimist arena renovation project. 
The project was one of the central issues during the municipal election which 

saw Mayor Dave Ferguson, who felt extensive renovations were not needed, hold 
off a challenge from Armstrong, who had been championing the project even 
before he was elected to council in 2018.

Armstrong wanted to know if more progress on the project had been made. 
Public Works Manager Randy Hills said an engineer has looked at the design and 
the building and trying to determine if a sprinkler system is needed in phase two 
or three. Originally, it was expected a firewall would be built in phase two, but 
Hills says the sprinkler system might be needed in the third phase so it may be a 
wise investment earlier instead.

Armstrong also urged Ferguson - who stated election night that he felt his win 
showed many in the community didn’t feel the need to continue the arena project 
- to come to an Optimist meeting and learn more about the project.

“I don’t mind the shots on me, but the Optimist Club is one of the largest volun-
teer organizations in Alvinston. And they were never planning on spending, the 
amount of money that I heard on the street. And the upgrades to the arena it was 
never going to be tax dollars that was spent on it.”

Councillor Wayne Deans added he found Ferguson’s comments “distasteful” 
toward the Optimists and said the mayor should have “thought before speaking.”

“I do think before speaking,” Ferguson said adding “I think a lot of things, but I 
keep quiet and I control my temper.”

And with that, the last meeting of council was adjourned.
The new council will be sworn in at a ceremony at the Brooke-Alvinston-In-

wood Community Centre upper hall Nov. 15 at 4 pm.
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Sports

Photo Credit

 Noah harse’s goal midway through the third period lifted the Flyers to a 4-4 tie with 
exeter.  dylan Campbell, Joey hayter and Parker davidson also scored for Petrolia with 
all three registering their first career PJhL goal in the process.  evan Morningstar had two 
assists and elijah Grant made 31 stops in the Flyer goal.  A night later, Petrolia lost 3-0 in Mt. 
Brydges.  the game was scoreless until late in the second period when the Bulldogs opened 
the scoring.  they added two more goals in the third period.  Grant made 40 saves in taking the 
goaltending loss. the Petrolia Flyers are home to the PJhL’s Yeck division-leading thamesford 
trojans thursday night at Greenwood.  Game time is 7:30.

home winSquires rally to beat first place 
Seaforth ending winning streak
Barry Wright
the independent

The Petrolia Squires rallied from a 
three-goal third period deficit to beat 
the previously unbeaten Seaforth 
Centenaries, 6-5 in overtime last 
Saturday in the midwestern Ontario 
town.  The defending “AA” champions 
were a perfect 6-0 going into the 
contest against the Squires.

Tallies in the final frame by Zach 
VanEyk, Brandon Merritt and Kole 
Keating set the stage for Kraig 

Wright’s game winner in the extra 
period.  Keating and Curtis Helps had 
scored early in the game for Petrolia.

The Squires, now 3-0 on the road 
and 5-2 overall, are at home Friday 
for the back end of a home-and-home 
series with the Centenaries. Puck drop 
at Greenwood is 8:30. Petrolia takes 
on the Royals in Tavistock Saturday at 
7:30.

The Squires’ scheduled home game 
with Minto last Friday was postponed 
and rescheduled for Jan. 18.

Flags, Flyers make prospect game mark
the independent

Evan Morningstar of the Petrolia 
Flyers scored a goal and Jace Dupuis 
of the Mooretown Flags registered an 
assist in Team West’s 4-3 win over 
Team North in the PJHL Prospects 
game in Mitchell.

Dylan Campbell of the Flyers was 
also on the West roster for the Nov. 5 
game. 

Owen Campbell of the Dresden Jr. 
Kings had two goals for the West 
squad, including the winner with less 
than two minutes to play in regulation 
time.

the independent

Saturday was a long but productive 
day for Jace Dupuis of the Mooretown 
Flags.  After participating in the 
league’s prospect game earlier in the 
day, he returned home and scored the 
winner as the Flags got by Blenheim, 
4-3 on Saturday night at the Walpole 
Island.  The winning goal came about 
three-and-a-half minutes after Gavin 
Black had tied the contest.  Brody 
Genyn and Logan Gardner also scored 

for Mooretown.
On Sunday, Masen Flett had the 

Flags’ only goal, a shorthanded tally 
in the third period, in a 2-1 loss to the 
Blades in Chatham-Kent.

Mooretown is on a bye week and 
next will play the Junior Kings at 
Dresden on Nov. 18.

Meantime, Genyn has been named 
the Stobbs Division Player of the 
Month for October.  He had seven 
goals and five assists in five games last 
month.

Flags split two with Blenheim Blades

SUBMitted Photo

east Lambton edged ilderton, 2-1 to win the U18 C division crown at the olympics tournament in Strathroy. the 
eagles had one 3-0 in preliminary round play. they are now 6-0-1 overall on the season. they host St. Marys on 
Friday night in Alvinston at 9:30. Meantime the Mooretown U15’s won the bronze medal at the Strathroy olympics 
tournament on the weekend. the Flags downed Aylmer, 3-1 in the third-place contest. overall, Mooretown was 2-2-
1 over the three-day affair.

GoLDen eAGLeS thomson, Phillies dream season over
The clock struck midnight on Rob 

Thomson and the Philadelphia Phillies 
in game six of the World Series last 
Saturday.  They lost 4-1 in Houston giving 
the Astros the Fall Classic, four games to 
two.  Philly ended the season on a three-
game losing streak.

Overall, Thomson led Philadelphia to a 
76-52 record (.594 winning percentage) 
including 11 postseason wins after he took 
over from the fired Joe Girardi in June. The 
Sarnia-born and Corunna-raised skipper 
was recently rewarded with a new two-year 
contract by the Phillies

Championship win
Watford’s Evan Van Gorp and Hayden 

Duncan of Alvinston were part of the 
Elgin Middlesex Canucks squad that 
won the 18U championship at the CCM 
World Invite tournament in Chicago last 
weekend. 

The Canucks won all six of its games 
including a 2-1 win over the Tri-State 
Spartans in the final on Sunday
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Employment Opportunity
Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston

Public Works Department
The Municipality is seeking applications for the following position:

Labourer / Grader / Backhoe / Truck  
Heavy Equipment Operator

This is a full time position reporting to the Lead Hand / Public 
Works Manager, with duties in the Public Works Department.  
The rate of pay will be $25.02- $29.02 /hour pending experience 
and performance. Full benefits and pension plan are included 
with this position.
Applicants are required to have valid Ontario “DZ” drivers licence 
and experience in grader operations as well as other heavy 
equipment. 
The qualified person will assist the Public Works Department 
in the construction and maintenance of all municipal roads, 
bridges, culverts and other road works within the guidelines 
of municipal policy and under the direction of the Lead Hand 
/ Public Works Manager.  Responsible for operating heavy 
equipment in a safe and appropriate manner including 
trucks, front end loaders, dozers, graders and other pieces of 
equipment. Cleaning and maintenance of equipment is required.  

A detailed job description can be found on our website at 
www.brookealvinston.com

If you are interested in this position,
please submit your resume with covering letter to the 

undersigned by Friday, Nov. 18, 2022 – 12 Noon 
Jamie Butler, Lead Hand

Municipality of Brooke-Alvinston
3236 River Street, P O Box 28, Alvinston, Ontario N0N 1A0

Phone 519-898-2173    Email: jbutler@brookealvinston.com
All applications will be held in strict confidence. We thank all applicants, however, only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. Personal information is collected under the authority 
of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and will be used for 
employment assessment purposes only.

ABBREVIATED AD Pursuant to Municipal Tax Sale Rules Section 5(4)

SALE OF LAND BY
PUBLIC TENDER

THE CORPORATION OF
THE VILLAGE OF OIL SPRINGS

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the lands 
described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on 
November 24, 2022, at the Oil Springs Municipal Office, 4591 Oil Springs 
Line, Oil Springs, Ontario.
Description of Lands:
1.  Roll No. 38 18 000 010 21200 0000; 4590 Oil Springs Line, 
      Oil Springs; PIN 43498-0130 (LT); File 21-01;
      Minimum tender amount:  $69,617.91

2.  Roll No. 38 18 000 010 11907 0000; RICHMOND ST; 
      PIN 43499-0369 (LT); File 21-02;
      Minimum tender amount:  $7,055.93

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation 
regarding the title to or any other matters relating to the lands to 
be sold. Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with 
the potential purchasers. This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 
2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made under that Act. A full copy 
of the tax sale advertisement and further information about this matter 
is available online at www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or www.oilsprings.ca 
or you may contact Martha Gawley, Clerk-Treasurer, The Corporation of the 
Village of Oil Springs, 4591 Oil Springs Line, PO Box 22, Oil Springs, ON   N0N 
1P0, Phone: 519-834-2939, Email: clerk@oilsprings.ca

Town of Plympton-Wyoming
546 Niagara Street, Box 250
Wyoming, Ontario, N0N 1T0
PH: 519-845-3939  |  TF: 1-877-313-3939  |  FX: 519-845-0597

www.plympton-wyoming.com

WINTER MAINTENANCE

NOTICE
Overnight Parking Notice

There is no overnight parking on roads between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. November 15th to 
March 15th each year. This allows for the Town’s road 
crews to plow the roads safely and efficiently. We ask 
that you please cooperate and be considerate of the road 
crews when they are out doing their best to keep our 
roads open and in safe condition for emergency services.  
Vehicles that are not in compliance will be given a first-
time warning and then towed if still not in compliance.

Chrystal Bressette/killer Bees photo

the alvinston killer Bees’ winless streak has now reached four games after 
a 5-2 loss to stratford.  tye Johnson and Cam rombouts had given the 
Bees a 2-1 lead early in the second period,  but the visitors tied the game 
in the final minute of the middle frame and added three unanswered goals 
in the third for the two points.  two of the three third period goals came late 
in the period. alvinston will host elora in its annual hockey Fights Cancer 
contest saturday at 6:30.

flying beeslegionnaires fall to komoka kings
the independent

Ethan Everaert made 45 saves 
for the Sarnia Legionnaires 
in Komoka Saturday, but it 
was enough as the hometown 
Kings beat the Legion, 5-4 in 
overtime.

Plympton-Wyoming’s Ryan 
Richardson and Sting prospects 
Sean Doherty each had a goal 

and an assist for Sarnia.  Jaxon 
Priddle and Brayden Degelas 
had the others.

The Legionnaires fell 7-1 to 
St. Marys Thursday with the 
Lincolns breaking open a close 
contest with five unanswered 
goals in the third period.

Sarnia is at home to Chatham 
Thursday and will entertain 
Leamington on Saturday.  Both 

games are scheduled for 7:10 at 
the Pat Stapleton Arena.

Meantime, Oil Springs’ 
William Hull drew an assist and 
former Legionnaire Matthew 
Balloch scored as Strathroy 
upset London, 3-2.  The 
Rockets won it with three 
unanswered goals in the third 
period.

Camlachie’s ross wins provincial soccer crown
the independent

Sean Ross and his McMaster 
University Marauders 
beat Toronto Metropolitan 
University (former Ryerson), 
1-nil last weekend to capture 
the Ontario men’s university 
soccer title.

The Northern grad, from 
Camlachie, drew an assist in a 
3-nil win over Nipissing in the 
semi-finals earlier in the week. 

McMaster is ranked fourth 
for the eight-team national 
championship hosted by 
Thompson Rivers University in 

Kamloops, BC this week.  The 
Marauders open the nationals 
on Thursday against the fifth-

ranked host team.  McMaster 
has won six straight games.

lCCVi’s shaw, Grant crack top 25 at provincials
the independent

Runners from LCCVI cracked 
the top 25 at the provincial 
high school cross country 
championships in Uxbridge on 

Saturday.
Charlie Shaw was 18th in the 

senior boys’ race and James 
Grant was 24th in the novice 
boys’ competition.

Shaw finished his 6K race 

in a time of 20:47.70.  Grant’s 
time over his 4K course3 was 
15:05.59.

To qualify, Grant was second 
in the novice boys’ race at the 
SWOSSA event at Malden 

Sarnia Sting co-owner and 
president Derian Hatcher has 
been inducted into the newly 
formed Dallas Stars Hall of 
Fame.

Hatcher, originally the eighth 
overall pick by the Minnesota 
North Stars in 1990, played 

more than one thousand games 
over 16 seasons in the NHL 
mostly with the Dallas Stars 
after the North Stars relocated 
to Texas from Minnesota.

He won the Stanley Cup with 
the Stars in 1999

sting’s hatcher honoured

Derian hatcher
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4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
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Watford Warwick Horticultural 
Society is offering a Christ-
mas Craft Night at their 
aNNual geNeral meetiNg 
on Wed. Nov 16, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. The event will take place at 
the New ELCC (Watford Arena) 
and includes Pizza dinner plus 
treats. Cost is $10.00 for members, 
$20.00 for non members (which 
includes membership to WWHS).
Please RSVP by Nov 11 to our FB 
page or Lucy 519-636-1161 or 
Holly 226-402-0116..

Coming events

ADVERTISING POLICY - The 
publisher of this newspaper, The 
Independent of Petrolia and Cen-
tral Lambton, reserves the right 
to clarify or refuse any advertise-
ment based on its sole discretion. 
The publisher reserves the right 
to reject, discontinue or omit any 
advertisement without notice or 
penalty to either party. Liability 
for errors or non-insertion is lim-
ited to the amount paid for the 
cost of space occupied by the er-
ror. Claims of errors must be made 
prior to the next publication date.

WaNteD tO BuY - Adult 
bicycles womens & mens. All 
sizes. Good to fair condition. All 
types of bikes wanted. Please 
call 519-882-2548 and ask for 
Dave.

ALSO, will pick up scrap bikes.

Wanted to Buy: Bikes 

BuYiNg aNtiQues,
ViNtage items, estates

Buying anything old: signs, 
pottery, toys, comics, knives, 
Coleman lanterns, lighters, 
advertising, razors and much 
more! Single items, contents of 
attics, garages, barns and entire 
estates.

Call Chad 519-639-9102
chadnlyndsay@yahoo.ca

antiques, art & 
Collectibles

1985 fOrD CrOWN ViCtOria 
- for sale. In good condition. No 
rust. Stored in garage. 76,000 orig-
inal kilometres. 519-384-9717.

for sale: automotive

DaYmaN
lyle austin

On Wednesday, November 2, 
2022, at C.E.E. Hospital of Blue-
water Health, Petrolia, Lyle Aus-
tin Dayman passed away at the 
age of 90. Survived by his be-
loved wife Joyce Dayman (nee 
Hall). Predeceased by his son, the 
late Kevin Dayman (Cathy), and 
survived by his daughters, Joan 
(Ron) Karr, Karen (Peter) Benusik, 
Lois (Gregg) Elliott, and Eric (Lau-
rie) Dayman, his grandchildren, 
Adam, Aaron, Iain, Jason, Mat-
thew, Jozeph, Suzie, Jessie, Cor-
rie, Brittany, Kallie, and Jonathon. 

Lyle is survived by a brother Vern Dayman and predeceased by sister 
Susie Kilbreth and brother Jim Dayman and Gerald Dayman. Lyle is 
survived a brother-in-law Jim Hall and predeceased brother-in-law 
Carl Hall. Lyle was retired from Polysar where he worked for over 40 
years.  
A funeral service was held on Tuesday, November 8, 2022 at 1:00 
p.m. from Wyoming Chapel of Needham-Jay Funeral Home, 650 
Broadway St., Wyoming. As expressions of sympathy, memorial do-
nations may be made to a food bank of your choice. Memories may 
be shared at www.needhamjay.com. 

Obituary

fuNDraiser tO assist a 
hOmeless VeteraN – Spa-
ghetti Dinner and Silent Auc-
tion with all proceeds to assist the 
Veteran. Hosted by: Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 216 Petrolia 
and Ladies Auxiliary on saturday 
November 19 2022. Doors open 
at 5 pm and Dinner served at 6 
pm. Silent Auction closes at 8:30 
pm Menu: spaghetti, garlic bread, 
Caesar salad, dessert all for $20 
per person. Join us at the Petro-
lia Legion - 4129 Glenview Road, 
Petrolia. Tickets available at the 
bar or please call 519-882-1201 
to arrange purchase.

P e t r o l i a  &  E n n i s k i l l e n  A g  S o c i e t y

CASH DRAW WINNERS
$1,000 – Bev Woolaver  |  $300 – Mathew Krall

$200 – Diane O’Dell  |  $100 – Jen Scott
$25 – Dawn Krall, Jean Bradshaw, Jason Mullins,

Rick Pinter, Tim Williams, Elaine Dobbin, Richard Bradley, 
Kim Wilkins, Cherie Johnson, Jason Migchels, Omer May, 
Kim McPhail, Doug McLean, Jason Eves, John McCharles, 
Lorne McEwen, Diane Syer, Chad Wright, Bob Stevenson, 

Emily Laker, Dennis Laker, Michael John Kooy, 
Becky Phillips,  Tom Abraham, Sandra Williams, 

Jim Jardine, Mark Dunlop, Helen Kucera, Tom Sinclair, 
Jim Krall, and Charlie Conrod. 

Winner of the bar refrigerator at the
Petrolia & Enniskillen Fall Fair was Ken Simpson.

Congratulations Winners! Thanks for Supporting
the Petrolia & Enniskillen Agricultural Society.

SHANAHAN REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
7963 Egremont Road, Watford • 519.849.6783 www.shanhanrealty.com 
Leo Shanahan  Sales Representative
         Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Fax-519.849.6683

...meticulously crafted by award winning builder, 
Castell Homes, has recently completed construction for 
you & your family to move in! You’ll be impressed with 
this 3 bathrm, 4 bdrm home w/ample windows for 
natural light. Complete w/spacious great room, 

are 9’ ceilings, 1776 sq ft, high e�ciency HVAC 
equipment, central air, LED lighting & a classic design. 
Includes an oversized 1-car garage & low maintenance 

close to amenities. Come & see the quality and detail in 

HST w/any rebate back to builder. Property tax & 
assessment no set. Buyers ask for list of 35 extra 
features added by this builder.

MLS®#22023327

558 Ontario Street 
Watford

$549,000$

Your new home is waiting! 
The ELM 
Model 

new price

549,000

Reception Hall Rentals
  Weddings
  Anniversaries
  Funerals
  Business Meetings

Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Up to 150 seating capacity
Fully licensed by AGCO

Bookings and information 
call: (519) 466 7806 or 845 3333TM

Food donations can be left at: Heidi’s YiG - Petrolia; Wyoming Foodland & Corunna noFrills or dropped off to

4156 PETROLIA LINE, UNIT 1 (REAR) • 519-882-3950 • MONDAY 9-11:30 AM & 4TH WEDNESDAY 6-7:45 PM

Your 
Generosity 
& Support  

Are Greatly 
Appreciated.

Other ways 
to help
out...

We can not use opened
or expired foods

please
remember
to
please
remember
to the

expiry
 dates

• soda crackers
• peanut butter
• jam
• ready-to-serve soups
• Kraft dinner
• Sidekicks - rice & pasta
• brown beans
• kidney beans
• canned stew
• flakes of chicken
• flakes of turkey
• salmon
• social crackers - ritz, triscut

• CheezWhiz
• taco kits

Immediately Needed Items

rentals

real estate

Notices

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

BOersma
William “Bill”

Peacefully, on November 6, 
2022 at Lambton Meadowview 
Villa, Petrolia, William “Bill” 
Boersma passed away at the 
age of 84. He is survived by his 
siblings, Bernice (the late Harry) 
Vanruitenburg, Mel (Anita) Boers-
ma, Ymko (Maggie) Boersma and 
brother-in-law Fillip Beiboer. He 
will be fondly remembered by 
17 nieces and nephews. Prede-
ceased by his parents William 
and Jane Boersma, and his sister 
Vicki Beiboer. 
Bill worked at both Prestolite and DeGroot’s Nurseries for many 
years. Later in life, he made many friends at Albany Retirement Vil-
lage where he was a resident for 12 years. During that time, he also 
regularly biked to Meadowview Villa to visit friends there. Bill was a 
quiet person with a strong faith in Christ and had a kind and gener-
ous nature.
A graveside service will take place at Wyoming Cemetery on 
Thursday, November 10, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. followed by an 11:00 
a.m. funeral service at Wyoming Christian Reformed Church, 
4524 Confederation Rd, Wyoming. 
As an expression of sympathy, memorial donations may be made 
to John Knox Christian School. Memories and condolences may be 
shared online at www.Needham-Jay.com

Support the 
local businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper.

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL  
SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  

Support the local businesses that keep your 
community and its newspapers thriving.

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  

Support the local businesses that keep your 
community and its newspapers thriving.
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St. Paul’s
United Church

4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In-Person Services
Sundays 

@ 10:30 am
Rev. Carol Ferguson

Church Office: 519-882-1390
www.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia

IN PERSON
CHURCH SERVICE

Sunday Mornings
@10:30 am

Pastor: Alex Craig
Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com

www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

      Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

416 Queen Street, Petrolia
(Behind the Post Office)

In-Person Service 
Sundays

@ 10:00 am
Services also available online:

www.standrews-petrolia.ca

Pastor Katherine Hawley

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia

Join us for
In-Person Services

Sundays
@ 10:00am

Everyone Welcome

       Church Office 519-882-1430
       christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com

Wyoming United 
Church

730 Second Street, Wyoming
In-Person Services

taking place 
Sundays @ 11 am

Rev. Steven Longmoore
        Church Office 519-845-3963

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Rev. Dave Hewett

Happy 90th Birthday Mom
(Erma Wright)

When you celebrate today,
November 9th, we hope that 
your heart is filled with love, 
joy and all the precious 
memories. Birthday 
blessings to you today 
and the year to come.

Love your daughters 
and their families,
Robin, Barb and 
Bonnie

(Birthday greeting cards 
can be sent or dropped off 
at Meadowview Villa 
in Petrolia)

Thank you
The family of Joan King would like to express 
their sincere thanks for the cards, food, flowers 
and kind expressions of sympathy shown 
following Mom’s passing.

We send our gratitude and appreciation to 
Needham-Jay Funeral Home, the King 
family, the pallbearers and our flower 
bearer, Camlachie United Church, 
Rev’s Carey Wagner and David 
Van Patter, Forest Florists and Vision 
Nursing Home - Huron Crescent staff. 
Your many acts of kindness and 
support continue to be a great 
comfort to us in our time of sorrow.

October 26th will be 
a special day in our 
hearts forever!!

COKE Happiness Always - Love your FAMILY

64 years
2 children ~ 4 grandsons

and 5 great grandchildren

Nov 7 1958 - 
2022

Alex & Maxine 
MacKellar

Oil Springs Optimists’

Meat Bingo
Thurs., Nov. 17 @ 7pm
at the Oil Springs Youth Centre

All proceeds go
 to local youth

To Enter and Play, you must be
18+ years of age

Watford Warwick Horticultural 
Society is offering a Christ-
mas Craft Night at their 
aNNual geNeral meetiNg 
on Wed. Nov 16, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. The event will take place at 
the New ELCC (Watford Arena) 
and includes Pizza dinner plus 
treats. Cost is $10.00 for members, 
$20.00 for non members (which 
includes membership to WWHS).
Please RSVP by Nov 11 to our FB 
page or Lucy 519-636-1161 or 
Holly 226-402-0116..

Coming events

 

PIZZA, TREATS 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT 

and AGM 
WED. NOV 16 2022 

6:00 PM
  

MUST RSVP by NOV 11 on FB or TEXT Lucy 519-636-1161
or Holly 226-402-0116

Join us!
Watford
Warwick

Horticultural
Society

@ ELCC 61 Centennial Ave, Watford
Members $10 • Non-members $20

which includes a membership in WWHS
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My Conch Inn Creation • Donn’s Outerware
Come and See Donna & Robbyn!

Craft Sale
It’s time for our Christmas Craft Sale - Open House

Sat Nov 12 – 9a-3p
4003 Henderson Dr. Petrolia

ADVERTISING POLICY
The publisher of this newspaper, The Independent of Petrolia 
and Central Lambton, reserves the right to clarify or refuse any 
advertisement based on its sole discretion. The publisher reserves 
the right to reject, discontinue or omit any advertisement without 
notice or penalty to either party. Liability for errors or non-insertion 
is limited to the amount paid for the cost of space occupied by the 
error. Claims of errors must be made prior to the next publication 
date.
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Photo Credit

Former Warden Bill Weber congratulates former Warden and St. Clair 
township’s long-time Mayor Steve Arnold on his retirement tuesday. Arnold 
has served the community 37 years, first as a Sombra township councillor. 
he had been mayor since 2006.

from one warden to another

New rules may limit development fees
Heather Wright
the independent

The province wants to “freeze and 
reduce government charges” to spur 
new home growth and Petrolia’s mayor 
isn’t sure how that will affect the local 
discussion about development charges.

The province recently introduced the 
More Homes Built Faster Act, hoping 
to reduce regulations the Conservatives 
say slow housing development. Part 
of the act says the government will be 
“freezing and reducing government 
charges to spur new home construction 
and reduce the costs of housing.”

Petrolia is one of the few commun-
ities in southern Ontario which does 
not charge development fees, however 
the last council had discussed spending 
$25,000 for a study of the concept. De-
velopment fees are paid by the builders 
to help pay for the costs of future 
growth when new residences are built. 
They pay for things such as water and 
sewer as well as services like libraries 
and firefighting equipment which are 
needed because of growth.

Critics say the fees are simply added 
onto the cost of a home, making them 

less affordable.
The legislation, Mayor Brad Loos-

ley says, encourages the building of 
affordable housing by banning the fees 
from lower cost housing. 

“That’s probably a good idea, in 
my opinion,” he tells The Independ-
ent adding “I think the whole concern 
that many municipalities will have is, 
again, this shift on financial growth 
related to the infrastructure will be 
passed on back to the taxpayers.”

But whether the town moves forward 
to look into the problems or benefits 
of development fees will be up to the 
council 

And Loosley says it may have to wait 
until the legislation is clear. 

“If you’re going to get a study done, 
you want to make sure the study is 
based on all the new changes. But that 
will be up to council, whether they 
want to do it now or wait to waiting 
until the changes are all made, which I 
think would be the ideal time to do it.”

The new council meets for the first 
time Nov. 15 for its inaugural meeting 
however the new council doesn’t get 
down to business - with a possible dis-
cussion about the fees - until Nov. 28.

fLorenCe rememBerS

heAther WriGht PhotoS

About 40 people paused in Florence Sunday to remember those who served Canada during 
wartime. the thamesville Legion branch normally organized the event however as members 
age, the branch stepped away from the extra service this year. dawn-euphemia firefighters 
stepped up to provide a time for the community to reflect with rev Bruce Cook of the 
Shetland United Church. he spoke about the Newfoundland regiment which was decimated 
in the battle of Beaumont-hamel. Veteran’s Affairs says “the losses sustained by the 
Newfoundland regiment at Beaumont-hamel on July 1, 1916, were staggering. of the some 
800 Newfoundlanders who went into battle that morning, only 68 were able to answer the roll 
call the next day, with more than 700 killed, wounded or missing. the dead included 14 sets 
of brothers, including four lieutenants from the Ayre family of St. John’s.” Cook says before the 
British began using the poppy as a symbol of remembrance, the people in Newfoundland put 
three blue forget-me-not together to mark the horrific loss each year.


