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This Saturday,

We shall remember them.We shall remember them.We shall remember them.

join your neighbours to honour those
who gave their life for our freedom

The 11th Hour - The 11th Day
At the going down of the sun

And in the morning

Bluewater Health 
bears brunt of hack

Heather Wright
The Independent

Bluewater Health’s patient data 
appears to be the main target 
of the hack which has crippled 
hospital services since Oct. 23. 
And that could lead to identity theft 
according to cyber security experts.  
(See more on pg 2)

TransForm Shared Services – 
which provides IT, accounting 
and supply support for Bluewater 
Health in Sarnia and Petrolia as 
well as hospitals and health care 
organizations in Chatham-Kent 
and Windsor-Essex – first reported 
troubles Oct. 23. Since then, patient 
appointments have been cancelled 
and delayed including surgeries, 
lab work and cancer treatment 
according to the group which has 
claimed responsibility for the attack 
- Daixin. (See more pg 3)

In a news release Monday, 

Transform and Bluewater Health 
said “the stolen data includes 
information about approximately 
5.6 million patient visits made by 
approximately 267,000 unique 
patients.

“The stolen database report did 
not include clinical documentation 
records.” 

The hospital is still working 
to identify the people whose 
information was compromised and 
contact them directly as required by 
privacy laws.

Bluewater Health says some 
staff information was accessed, 
but the hospital has “reached the 
preliminary conclusion that no 
employee or professional staff 
social insurance numbers or 
banking information was taken.”

Information from people who 
gave donations to the hospital 
foundation was not compromised.

Bluewater Health offered 
employees free credit monitoring 
monitor if their information is 
being used.

SEE HACK PG 2

Scotiabank closes March 7
Heather Wright
The Independent

Nearly a month after Scotiabank 
workers in Petrolia were told of 
the closure of their branch, the 
company says the doors will close 
March 7.

Employees of the branch were 
told in mid-October the 112 year-
old fixture on Petrolia Line would 
be closing. Clients were being told 
the accounts would be “merging” 
with the Bright’s Grove branch. 

The news came around the same 
time Scotiabank announced it is 
cutting three per cent of its global 
workforce – about 2,700 staff 
members across the country.

In a statement to the media, 
officials said it will “relocate our 
in-person services” to Bright’s 
Grove March 7.

“With customer preferences 
changing, and more day-to-day 
banking being done digitally, we 
are continuing to evolve how we 
serve our customers and invest in 
areas that make it easier for our 
customers to bank with us from 
wherever they are.”

The company added it is 
“committed to supporting our 
customers and employees through 
the transition” without saying what 
that will look like. 

It’s not clear whether the current 
bank employees will find a job in 
other branches or will be laid off.

The company, which made 
$2.2 billion last quarter, says the 
nationwide layoffs and sell off of 
real estate will cost about $310 
million with the cost savings being 
realized in 2025.

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

A lone piper leads about 250 members of the Camlachie community down Camlachie Road to 
the cenotaph Sunday morning. The Huron Shores Optimist Club hosts the annual Remembrance 
Service the Sunday before Remembrance Day giving the community to pause to honour the eight 
people from the area who died in service to their country. See more on page 10.

A WALK TO REMEMBER

Info about 267,000 
patient visits stolen
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RED PLAID PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

– at –

VICTORIA HALL
411 GREENFIELD STREET, PETROLIA, ONTARIO

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2024
Admission $30 - www.thevpp.ca - 519.882.1221
DOORS 7:30PM / SHOW 8:00PM

This is an LLBO Mudmen Inc. Event. Visit: www.mudmen.ca

Brought to you by:

Charlotte’s Corner
Changes due to cyberattack

Due to the recent cyberattack on Bluewater Health and other regional 
hospitals, the Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital of Bluewater 
Health Laboratory is closed to all non-urgent walk-ins until further 
notice. If you require lab testing, please get a community lab referral 
from your primary care provider. 
For a list of community labs, visit agefriendlysarnialambton.ca.
We appreciate the patience and understanding of our patients and 
community at this time. 

#WeAreBWH#PetroliaProud 

CON’T FROM PG 1
Transform Services 

has also concluded 
the employee payroll, 
information about payments 
to professional staff and 
vendors also had not been 
compromised.

Hospitals in Windsor 
Essex did have some 
employee data hacked but 
say no banking or social 
insurance numbers were 

accessed. Some patient 
information – but not charts 
– were also accessed. In 
Chatham-Kent, no staff data 
was taken.

A patient cyber security 
hotline has been established. 
For inquiries please call: 
519-437-6212 (8 am to 
11 pm Monday through 
Friday). Staff questions 
can be directed to their HR 
teams.

Hack appeared to target BWH

Identity theft a concern after hack
Heather Wright
The Independent

Bluewater Health says information 
from 269,000 patients – from 5.6 
million visits – is in the hands of 
hackers. But what does that mean 
for the people whose names are now 
circulating the dark web?

The Independent contacted two 
experts in the field. Brett Callow - a 
threat analyst with the international 
security company Emsisoft and the 
head of DataBreaches.net - a blog 
dedicated to personal data security 
breaches. 

Callow, who works for Emsisoft in 
Canada, says the hackers initially are 
looking for cash from the hospital. But 
when that fails, they start dumping any 
personal information they can find on 
the dark web. 

In Bluewater Health’s case, the first 
information dump was Nov. 2 and the 
latest was Sunday. The only thing left 
to be dispersed now is the hospital’s 
data base.

Callow says once it is on the web, 
patients are vulnerable to identity 
fraud. 

DataBreaches.net first identified the 
hackers at Bluewater Health as Daixin. 
For the past seven years, Dissent (a 
pseudonym) has been following cyber 
attacks in the medical field. 

“If I have your name and identity 
information, can I open up an account 
in your name … I’ll get electrical 
services, I’ll get water services, I 
could get maybe health care services,” 
they tell The Independent.  “Maybe 
I can start a corporation somewhere 
offshore in your name and open up 
a bank account, using that identity 
information, and then send all kinds of 
funds to that bank account.”

Dissent says people living in Canada 
illegally may troll the dark web to find 
identity information for sale to get a 
driver’s licence or government ID. 

“It doesn’t sell for a lot on the dark 
web, because there’s just so much 
information out there, flooding the 
market by now.”

Dissent says hackers who didn’t 
receive cash from their primary victims 
– in this case the hospitals – may start 
extorting the patients, including using 
medical issues that could affect their 
employment, mental health problems 
even procedures like abortion.

“There’s all kinds of sensitive things 
and health records that people want 
protected for a variety of reasons.

“If the victim entity doesn’t pay 
demands, they start picking up the 
phone, and contacting the patients 
directly and say, ‘Hey, I’m looking 
at your records here. If you don’t 
want this all over the internet, pay me 

$2,500.’…It’s gotten really ugly over 
the years.”

Callow says other businesses could 
also be threatened by the fallout. 

“The type of thing we’ve seen in 
previous cases, the attackers have used 
the data to submit a fake invoice, for 
example, to a company’s supplier. That 
fake invoice actually carries banking 
information that’s under their control 
from accounts that are under their 
control. Potentially one crime, namely, 
the attack on the hospital, can lead to a 
multitude of others.”

Monday, the hospitals and Transform 
Services released more information 
about what data they believe is 
missing or exposed. All five hospitals 
affected by the Daixin attack say some 
employee records were accessed. 
And in those cases, employees were 
given access to two years of free 
credit monitoring to make sure their 
information isn’t being used by 
criminals. 

What information has been shared 
directly with patients isn’t as clear.

The hospitals have been in contact 
with the Ontario’s Information and 
Privacy office as required by the 
Personal Health Information Privacy 
Act. 

It also requires health care providers 
to take precautions to safeguard against 
theft, loss, as well as unauthorized 
collection, use, disclosure, copying, 
modification or disposal of your 
personal health information. 

Health care organizations must 
“notify you, at the first reasonable 
opportunity, of the theft or loss or of 
the unauthorized use or disclosure 
of personal health information” and 
“of any uses and disclosures of your 
personal health information that 
occurred outside of their information 
practices and without your consent.”

Dissent of DataBreaches.net that 
notification is very important for 
patients, even though hospitals and 
their insurers often “keep the lid on 
everything” about the hack. 

“They claim it’s best practices – but 
it is only best 
practices from 
their side of the 
equation. 

“It’s not best 
practices, as far 
as I’m concerned, 
from the patient 
side of the 
equation, because 
I think the public 
needs to know 
if they’re at risk 
so they can take 
steps to protect 
themselves.”

(See more pg 3)
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Seniors know a lot, 
but there’s always 
more to learn.

Help ensure your later years are safe and 
secure by learning about programs, services, 
and information available for seniors.

Canada.ca/seniors
1 800 O-Canada
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Daixin ransomware team claims responsibility in BWH hack
Heather Wright
The Independent

TransForm Shared Services and 
Bluewater Health are saying little 
about the details of the hack which 
has paralyzed computer systems.

The OPP, Interpol and the FBI 
are working with the southwestern 
Ontario health care organizations 
on the data breach and have kept a 
tight lid on any information about 
what is going on behind the scenes 
in the investigation.

But people who follow hacks in 
the health care community have 
uncovered who the hackers are and 
in one case, have seen the pilfered 
data and talked with the criminal 
group.

Databreaches.net outed the 
hackers as Daixin. The blogger 
behind the website has not only 
seen some of the 5.6 million 
pieces of data Daixin stole from 
Bluewater Health, they talked with 
Daixin on the dark web.

In a Nov. 1 post, DataBreaches.
net reported the Oct. 23 attack, 
saying the hackers destroyed any 
backup records as well.

“They knew from the beginning 
that we had quite a bit of critical 
data from their internal resources 
and we weren’t bluffing,” Daixin 
told DataBreaches. “After much 
deliberation, they wrote that they 
were not going to pay.”

DataBreaches earned the trust 
of the hackers after investigating 
a number breaches linked to 

Daixin a. This time, Daixin 
said they gained access to 
Bluewater Health’s system 
through TransForm Services 
- the hospital’s IT provider - a 
week before they deployed the 
ransomware, Databreaches.net told 
The Independent. 

It took the hacker a few hours 
to take over the system, the 
website reports. “The networks 
were completely transparent - we 
could go anywhere,” Daixin told 
DataBreaches, adding it was easier 
to access the system because 
passwords had been used over and 
over again. 

“We could have been in their 
system for a very long time and 
destroyed almost everything – 
down to the last device (including 
medical),” Daixin claimed. “We 
didn’t do that, we just left.”

Brett Callow a threat analyst 
is with Emsisoft. His company 
deals with cyber security threats 
to patient data. He also found the 
Bluewater Health data on the dark 
web however he did not access it.

Callow says Daixin is a relatively 
new player in ransomware - 
an illegal activity that takes 
computer data hostage for cash. 
Ransomware has been around 
for a couple of decades but has 
reached “its current epidemic 
levels” in 2019 and “has been bad 
ever since.”

Callow says Daixin “has been 
operating under that brand name 
since the middle of last year. 

They had attacks on the multiple 
health care organizations, as well 
as multiple organizations in other 
sectors. Their demands range from 
a million bucks north.”

Most ransomware is created in 
Russia and Eastern Europe, says 
Callow, but it’s not easy to pin 
down where the hackers are using 
it. 

“The people who use it to carry 
out the attacks can be based 
absolutely anywhere.” And, 
Callow says, most are financially 
motivated. 

Ransomware demands can be 
very steep. “The highest demand 
known is $214 million - that one 
wasn’t paid. The highest was 
paid is $40 million,” Callow says 
noting neither were in the health 
care field.

Daixin claimed in its interview 
with DataBreaches the hospital 
refused to negotiate instead 
pleading to release the data.

With over 12 hours before 
Daixin’s deadline expired, 
according to DataBreaches, 
negotiators using the name 
‘Bluewater Health and others’ 
wrote;

“We have strongly considered 
your demands, but we cannot pay. 
We have to use our money, all of 
our money, for our patients. We 
understand that this will upset 
you. But please know this: cancer 
treatment is being cancelled. 
Surgeries are being postponed. 
Our patients are hurting. We 

are doing our best to restore our 
operations, and we will recover. 
But this attack has resulted in 
actual pain and suffering. We 
cannot pay, and we are asking you 
to delete the data and leave us 
alone. Our patients and staff have 
endured enough.”

When the deadline expired, 
Daixin started dumping data, 
telling DataBreaches they 
probably “would have settled for 
$4 million.” 

Callow says even if the hospital 
had paid, there would be no 
guarantee the hackers would 
have deleted the data it had. And, 
he says, the key to open up the 
network would not have solved all 
the problems instantly.

There has now been three dumps 
of Bluewater Health information. 
DataBreaches has viewed all three, 
including patient information 
including information about 
COVID vaccines and medication. 

There is also sensitive internal 
documents like complaints about 
patient care which named the 
hospital employee who is the 
subject of the complain and 
information about “Morbidity 
& Mortality” forums which are 
normally “secure and confidential 
so that staff can share information 
about a case frankly and freely 
and learn from it.” Daixin has not 
released all the information yet, 
however DataBreaches expects it 
will  shortly and may be sold to 
data brokers.

Bluewater Health is not alone 
in its dilemma. Callow says it is 
unfortunate but more hospitals 
are victims of hackers than ever 
before. 

“The government’s response 
to the ransomware problem as 
the woefully inadequate both in 
Canada and in other countries. 
They now try to do a bit more than 
they’ve done in the past,” noted 
Callow saying Nov. 2,  a number 
of nations, including Canada, 
signed a manifesto saying they 
would not pay ransom.  

“It is really a case of too little, 
too late. Ransomware gangs now 
have massive resources, multiple, 
multiple millions of dollars. This 
is a huge industry where people 
stand to make absolutely massive 
amounts of money and is now a lot 
more challenging to deal with than 
it would have been some nipped in 
the bud in the early days.”

A Nov. 1 screenshot from the 
dark web with Daixin claiming 
responsibility for the hack. 
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OUR STORY

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for 
brevity and clarity. All letters need to be signed and must 
have a phone number for verification.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

For The Fallen
EDITOR’S NOTE: Each year, before Remembrance 
Day, The Independent’s editorial becomes our own 
act of Remembrance. This year, we feature Laurence 
Binyon’s 1914 poem, For The Fallen. The words, at 
least in part, will be familiar to anyone who has ever 
marked Remembrance Day with veterans as veterans’ 
organizations in the Commonwealth still incorporate 
some of the words of this poem in their annual Acts of 
Remembrance.

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.

Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation,
And a glory that shines upon our tears.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England’s foam.

But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the night;

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.

SERVING PETROLIA AND CENTRAL LAMBTON 
THE INDEPENDENTTHE INDEPENDENT

EDITORIAL

PETROLIA HERITAGE PHOTO

The Petrolia Heritage website has an amazing array of military photos of those who served. This one may 
not be the clearest, however we thought it was fitting to honour the soldier in this photo. Petrolia Heritage 
received the photo from L. Simpson with the following note: I am enclosing a photo of Pvt Les Morley.  This 
photo was taken in front of the Morley home on Wingfield Street. One of my early memories of  World War II 
was my mother taking food over to the Morleys when news came of his death on August 19, 1942 at Dieppe.  
My father was also in the 2nd division, but he was not involved in the raid.  We lived at the end of Blanche St. 
on the west side of the street.
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•  Emery Huszka   
Florence, ON  
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw  
Courtright, ON  
519-384-2281

www.maizex.com

PERFORMANCE
True  

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

Town of Plympton-Wyoming
546 Niagara Street, Box 250
Wyoming, Ontario, N0N 1T0
PH: 519-845-3939  |  TF: 1-877-313-3939  |  FX: 519-845-0597

www.plympton-wyoming.com

WINTER MAINTENANCE

NOTICE
Overnight Parking Notice

There is no overnight parking on roads between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. November 15th to 
March 15th each year. This allows for the Town’s road 
crews to plow the roads safely and efficiently. We ask 
that you please cooperate and be considerate of the road 
crews when they are out doing their best to keep our 
roads open and in safe condition for emergency services.  
Vehicles that are not in compliance will be given a first-
time warning and then towed if still not in compliance.

BLAKE ELLIS/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITATIVE PHOTO

Tyler Haddon, of Royal Bank of Canada and his colleagues, Shelley Podolinsky and Jill McCallum look at the 
historical Corunna storyboard seconds after it was unveiled on Nov. 1. The Corunna 200 celebrations came to an 
official end with the unveiling of historical story boards, a plaque and a time capsule. The year-long celebrations 
marked the founding of the community, when Corunna was viewed as a possible capital of Upper and Lower 
Canada. This never happened, as the community was too close to the American border to be an effective capital. 
The time capsule will be stored at the St. Clair Township offices to be reopened in 50 years.

CORUNNA’S HISTORY

Enniskillen okays nearly $40,000 tax refund
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative 

Owners of the Enniskillen Pepper 
Company will getting a tax refund 
and it will cost the rural Lambton 
municipality a fairly large amount of 
money.

Enniskillen Township council 
approved the change in assessment for 
the former Enniskillen Pepper property 
at 4352-4376 Lasalle Line at its Nov. 6 
meeting. 

The building had been taxed as an 
industry. The Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC) 
recommended to the township the 
industrial assessment be changed to an 

agricultural designation. 
A MPAC inspection has confirmed 

that the building previously used for 
industrial purposes - when Tilray’s 
High Park Farms produced cannabis 
products there - is now being used for 
agricultural storage. Tilray closed up 
shop in September 2021.

Enniskillen agreed with MPAC’s 
assessment which said the industrial 
assessment should be removed from 
Oct. 1 to Dec. 31, 2022 and the entire 
year is 2023. 

Enniskillen Pepper Co. will receive a 
total refund of $39,875. That includes 
$14,639 in Enniskillen Township taxes 
plus another $2,820 in taxes for their 
fire coverage. 

The County of Lambton will need 
to refund $11,283 and and the local 
school board will refund $11,131.

While Enniskillen Pepper has won 
the tax appeal, it is still working 
on zoning appeal. Recently the 
municipality passed new zoning 
rules regulating how close cannabis 
operations can be to homes.

Enniskillen Pepper was looking for 
an exemption, although that did not 
happen. 

The company and lawyers for 
Ennskillen will be part of a video 
conference Nov. 12 at the Ontario 
Land Tribunal as a first step in the 
company’s appeal to the rule.

• THE INDEPENDENT    

‘Take demolition off the table’ says friends group
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

“Take demolition off the table.” 
That from  Dawn McNally, of 

Friends of Campbell Park, a group 
formed in January 2022 after the 
St. Clair Region Conservation 
Authority voted to take down the 
Campbell farmhouse at AW Campbell 
Conservation Area. 

McNally wants to see the farm house 
restored, but said any fundraising 
campaign would need to be launched 
would be difficult getting off the 
ground if the possibility of demolition 
hanging over the group’s head. 

The fate of one of the holdest existing 
farmhouses in southwestern Ontario 
has been hanging in the balance for 
two years.

Neil W. Campbell built the 
farmhouse in 1867. Archie, who was 
born in the house in 1888, was an 
conservationist and original board 
member of the Sydenham Valley 
Conservation Authority. 

He willed the 308-acre property 
to the conservation authority, with 
the understanding the house and 
surrounding property would be 
maintained for use by the general 
public. 

It was sold to the conservation 
authority in 1966 for $15,000. 

The house was used as a museum up 
until 2001. Campbell House has sat 
locked up and not maintained for the 
past 20 years.

The house has fallen into disrepair 
and the conservation authority has 
been trying to bring the building down 
since September 2021 when its board 
approved the move.

The demolition has been delayed 
since then, but in September, the 
conservation authority board agreed 
to move forward and sent a request 
to Brooke-Alvinston for a demolition 
permit. 

The local council turned the request 
down.

In October, amid mounting 
frustration about working with the 

municipality and the Friends of 
Campbell House, directors voted to 
find a way to appeal that decision and 
bring the house down.

McNally and the community group 
stand firm in their desire to save the 
building from demolition

McNally sees the building being 
restored and used as a multipurpose 
facility for campers and the 
community. 

She says there is a lot of support in 
the community for the restoration of 
the farm house. 

The goals of the Friends of 
Campbell Park include the rescinding 
permanently the motion to demolish 
Campbell House, while also 
formalizing a working relationship 
with the conservation authority and 
the local municipalities regarding the 
house’s future. 

The group also wants to be involved 
in any future repairs including 
preparing a budget for restoration costs 
and developing a plan for any future 
use of the building.  
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Historic Florence 
school demolished
Heather Wright
The Independent

One of Florence’s most recognizable buildings has been 
demolished. 

A backhoe broke through the walls of the long-neglected 
former SS #5 Euphemia Friday night after Lambton 
County building officials issued an emergency order for the 
property.

The first schoolhouse was built on the Florence Road site 
in 1913 - the Florence Continuation School. In 1937, it was 
demolished and a new building was erected to house both 
the public school and the continuation school. In 1953, high 
school students started going to Lambton-Kent District High 
School in Dresden.

The building 
then became an 
elementary school. 
It served as an 
elementary school 
until Euphemia 
Central school was 
opened on Bentpath 
Road in 1965.

The school has had a number of owners over the years. 
Dawn-Euphemia Mayor Al Broad says at one point there 
was even talk of turning the building into a chocolate 
factory.

But over the years, the building fell into disrepair. It 
became a haunt for photographers who tried to get a few 
stolen shots inside the building and for teens looking for 
valuables or a place to hang out.

Kent Peters moved next door to the school in 1976. He 
says at that time, if someone had committed some cash to 
the project “you could have done something. The roof was 
still on, and there were floors - it was dry inside.”

But, as Broad told council Monday night, “Everybody let 
it go and no one put a nickel into it.”

The roof and the floors collapsed, although a casual 
observer might think the building could be saved if they 
didn’t get out of their car to take a good look.

Friday, a group of ladies out for a walk noticed some 
changes. A big hole opened up on the north side - high 
off the ground and in the centre of the wall. Another had 
formed in the back. Peters suspects the walls, which would 
have been supported by the roof and the floors in the past, 
were simply giving way. He described them as wavy and 
suspected a tree knocking against the unstable wall in the 
wind may have loosened the bricks in the back.

One of the ladies called the 
township office. Administrator 
Donna Clermont called the county 
building inspector who brought a 
structural engineer. They decided 
quickly the building had to come 
down because the wall could easily 
collapse and land on Peters’ home.

So, the county issued an 
emergency order. By 8 pm, one 
backhoe worked with only the light of the Dawn-Euphemia 
fire trucks, to bring down the south wall. 

“I had my supper, it was dark, there was a knock on the 
door and here he is (the county official) - shoot … I knew he 
was gonna make it safe but not that soon.” The contractor 
knocked down the south wall because “they were afraid it 
was going to come to me.”  The operator returned Saturday 
and finished pushing all of the rubble into the foundation. 

Monday morning, only the foundation, some trees and the 
giant SS #5 Euphemia stone sign were visible behind the 
fencing where the emergency order hung.

Clermont says she kept the owner of the building from the 
Greater Toronto Area informed about what was happening 
but she admits he wasn’t happy the county was taking down 
his building. “Originally he hoped to restore it,” she said. 
“No one wants to hear the place is coming down – he had 
not been out for a while.”

Under the Emergency Order, county staff will have to 
bring evidence to a judge showing why they acted so 
quickly. The cost for the demolition, according to provincial 
statute, will be paid by the owner either immediately or later 
on his tax bill.

The commemorative marker in front of the building is on 
public property and will remain. 

The view from Kent 
Peters home

The Florence Continuation School
HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

A backhoe sits near the former Florence Continuation School on Florence Road Monday. The building was torn 
down Friday and Saturday when passersby noticed bricks falling from the middle of the walls. 
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DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN 
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, November 14, 2023
from 5 - 6 pm

All are welcome and encouraged to see 
the draft plan, and offer feedback!

411 Greenfield Street

Council Chambers 
Victoria Hall

Tuesday, November 14, 2023
from 5 - 6 pm

Copies are available for advanced viewing at Town Hall or 
online at www.town.petrolia.on.ca/news 

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

A local woman has been promised a 
meeting with Ontario Health Minister 
Sylvia Jones.

And when she sits down with her, Marilyn 
Gifford will be pushing for Sarnia-Lambton 
to be part of a new physician residency 
program.

Gifford is proposing a pilot project for 
Sarnia-Lambton to host at least three 
physician residency programs for Canadian 
or permanent resident students who had 
to go out of the country to receive their 
medical education. 

These students are going to the Caribbean, 
Ireland, Australia and the United Kingdom 
to get their education because of limited 
spaces in Canadian universities. To continue 
their education and become physicans in 
Canada, they need a two-year residency. 

But Gifford says students with an 
international education often have a difficult 
time accessing those residencies. That as the 
province faces a shortage of doctors.

It is estimated by 2025, one million 
Ontarians will be without a family doctor. 

In Sarnia-Lambton, there are 18 doctors 
who are nearing their retirement. 

Alerted to the number of people who do 
not have a family doctor in Sarnia-Lambton 
and the pending retirement of some of 
the existing physicians by her family 
doctor in October 2022, Gifford decided 
to do something. She believes there are no 
shortage of doctors, but simply a residency 
shortage.

Gifford said there are 1,800 qualified 
Canadian medical students who have been 
trained outside of Canada and less than 400 
of these are offered residency programs. 
She believes many of these future doctors 
are going to the United States to receive 
their residencies and are being licensed and 
staying in that country.

“We have an abundance of fully qualified 
Canadian and permanent resident medical 
graduates whose education is already paid 
for,” Gifford writes in a petition she started 
on Change.Org. 

“They are here in Sarnia-Lambton, ready 
to begin placements but are blocked by 
red tape and government barriers. We 
have qualified medical graduates working 
minimum wage jobs as they wait. Our local 
crisis has a simple solution - we need to 
open more residency programs for those 
qualified. We need the doctors, they need 
the placements.”

Gifford has been visiting municipal 
councils for over a year looking for support 
for her cause. And as she has, the Ontario 

government started to address the issue.
The 2023 Ontario budget has $4.3 million 

set aside for 50 physician students who have 
received their medical education elsewhere, 
return to Ontario to obtain a two year 
residency and their license to practise in the 
province. 

Gifford is proposing Sarnia-Lambton be 
allotted three of those spots. These three 
residency programs over five years will 
allow for 15 doctors to be licensed, Gifford 
predicts.

Gifford started a petition with the hopes of 
getting 1,000 signatures. That petition now 
has 3,202 signatures and counting.  

Gifford has given that petition to Sarnia-
Lambton MPP Bob Bailey and he will be 
presenting it in the Ontario Legislature at 
Queen’s Park. 

Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley and Petrolia 
Mayor Brad Loosely have also lent their 
support to the effort and Lambton County 
Council endorsed her efforts when she 
appeared before them in June. 

Former Ontario Health Minister Christine 
Elliott gave Gifford encouraging words 
when the pair met at a women’s leadership 
conference in September. 

Gifford has been promised a meeting with 
the Health Minister to discuss piloting a 
program in Lambton, but a date has not yet 
be set. Gifford is anxiously waiting for her 
meeting with Jones, to see if her proposed 
pilot project gets off the ground. 

BLAKE ELLIS/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO

Marilyn Gifford hopes to meet with 
Health Mininster Sylvia Jones to talk 
about a pilot project for a medical 
residency program in Lambton

Gifford’s push for more doctors

The Independent

St. Clair Child and Youth wants to know 
how to improve its services.

The group which supports mental health 
in young people including providing suicide 
support lines, has launched a survey hoping 
to make help easier to find and responsive 
to the challenges youth are facing.
“We’re looking for folks to tell us what they 

think is working or not working, or how 
services could be easier to find and use,” 
says Craig McKenzie, Interim Executive 
Director. “The feedback is important to 
help us improve the child and youth mental 
health system by making sure it makes 
sense and is accessible.”
The survey can be found at the website 
www.stclairchild.ca and will be avaliable 
until the end of November.

The Independent

There is one less job for Plympton-
Wyoming’s CAO to do.

The town has hired a new public works 
director to fill the position left vacant when 
Adam Sobanski took over the top municipal 
job in September.

The town has hired Paul daSilva who has 
worked for the past 16 years in St. Clair 
Township.

daSilva, in a news release, calls the town 
“ambitious and poised for growth with 
a clear philosphy of putting its residents 
first.”

daSilva starts Nov. 20.

Survey launched to help improve youth services

Plympton-Wyoming hires new public works director
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Pausing to Remember across Central LambtonPausing to Remember across Central Lambton

HEATHER WRIGHT AND PAM WRIGHT PHOTOS

Several Lambton County communities paused to remember in their communities Sunday. In Oil Springs, a crowd of about 75 people gathered around the 
cenotaph at 11 am to remember those who served while Oil Springs Councillor Adam Veen lowered the flag. In Petrolia, members of Branch 216 Royal Canadian 
Legion marched through the downtown to the laying of the wreaths ceremony at Victoria Park. Petrolia Mayor Brad Loosley (below) and Korean War Veteran 
Wally Cavan (right) were among those laying wreaths. And there was a simple ceremony in Florence Sunday afternoon with a colour guard from the Bothwell 
Legion and a moment for people to pay their respects by pinning their poppies to a wreath at the end of the ceremony.
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Calling all
Veterans

Dinner is sponsored by IODE 
Margaret Stokes Chapter 
with Petrolia Legion
& Legion Auxillary

Please RSVP by November 10th, 2023
to Jean Windover @ 519-882-0120 or

Wendy Loosley @ 519-882-2073

...if you have not
already received an 

invitation - please note:

We invite you and your spouse
or caregiver to

Thursday, November 16
12:00 pm

at the Petrolia Legion

Christmas Dinner

Camlachie pays tribute to those who servedCamlachie pays tribute to those who served
About 250 people gathered Sunday to honour those from Camlachie who gave 
their life for our freedom. The annual service, is hosted by the Huron Shores 
Optimists. Rev. Amanda Longmoore of St. John of the Wilderness – who led 
some of the service – said the men “died not for war but for a world that is 
free and at peace…they have given their future for our freedom...May we 
never forget or take our freedom and peace for granted.” Eight people from 
Camlachie died in service to their country. The 403 Honour Flight was in the 
skies over the Camlachie Cenotaph. Pat Poland, whose son Brent died serving 
in Afghanistan, laid the Silver Cross Mother wreath and dignitaries, including 
Sarnia-Lambton MP Marilyn Gladu and Warden Kevin Marriott joined the 
community at the cenotaph.

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTOS
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Extra! Extra! Extra!

With a Special Edition January 4, 2024

Linda Wilson 
• 519-636-3647 • 

sales@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

AND YOU CAN BE A PART OF IT
This black and white edition will 
be in the style of a broadsheet 
newspaper in 1874 including 
you’re own unique old-style ad 
we’ll design for you

Our Special broadsheet edition - filled with stories which have shaped Petrolia - will go to 
every Petrolia home and shared with visitors during the Petrolia 150 events

 IT’S SURE TO BE A COLLECTOR’S ITEM!

Petrolia’s 150th

Contact Linda Today!

Is getting ready to celebrate
The Independent of Petrolia and Central Lambton

A Special Edition Celebrating the Town of Petrolia’s Sesiquicentennial

Book by Nov. 30, 2023

BARRY WRIGHT PHOTO 

Winter came crashing into East Lambton Nov. 1. Lake effect snow dropped up to 15 
cm of snow in streamers coming off Lake Huron. It fell in the usual snow belt areas of 
Reeces Corners, Warwick, Watford, Brooke-Alvinston and Lambton Shores, slowing 
commuters heading to work.

THAT TIME OF YEAR?

Still ‘challenging’ to help homeless in Lambton

Warwick okays new over-budget salt shed

PW councillors have mini arena concerns

Heather Wright
The Independent

Despite having more shelter beds and 
more housing programs than ever before, 
helping people without a home get out of 
the cold in Lambton  is still difficult.

That’s according to Myles Vanni, 
executive director at Inn of the Good 
Shepherd. He was at Lambton County 
Council Nov. 1 where politicians questioned 
what help is available this winter.

The Inn has 34 shelter beds available and 
an out of the cold shelter at an Indian Road 
church building will take in even more, 
he says. And Vanni says the Inn is helping 
about 60 people with their rent in buildings 
around the city, providing up to $800 per 
month for some people to pay rent.

The county, says Valerie Colasanti, general 
manager of social services, says has even 

more top up programs for people who are 
already spending most of their income on 
rent. “They’re using all of their money for 
rent, not just people in those programs, but 
others. And that’s why we’re seeing such 
pressures ... at the food bank.”

And as the cold sets in, Vanni says 
“despite even our best programs, it’s still 
challenging.”

Sarnia City/County Councillor Chrissy 
McRoberts agrees. She’s ask the city to look 
up setting up a tent city. 

She believes upwards of 50 people are 
living rough in Sarnia and are constantly 
forced to move after police receive 
complaints. 

“They have been blocked from coming in 
to overnight shelters because of behavior or 
extreme drug use but they’re still members 
of the community. They’re still folks that we 
need to worry about.”

The Independent

Warwick Township was hoping tearing 
down an old salt shed at the Nauvoo Road 
works shed using its own staff would save 
significant dollars.

It turns out it won’t.
The township has been discussing 

replacing the delapitated salt shed for well 
over two years. When it first went out to 
tender, escalating building costs caused the 
former council to send the project back to 
staff to scale back.

When the new, significantly smaller 
building was tendered out this year, the 

lowest tender was $1.4 million - about the 
same as the last - much larger project. And 
it again was over $200,000 over budget. 
Councillor Jerry Westgate suggested instead 
of letting the builder pull down the old 
salt shed, the municipality’s staff could do 
it later. He hoped that would take a good 
chunk out of the cost.

But Public Works Manager Andrew Maver 
says the construction company priced the 
demolition at just $9,000.

Township staff suggested, and council 
agreed, to find $70,000 in cost savings this 
year and finance the remaining $220,00 for 
the project in 2024. 

Heather Wright
The Independent

Plympton-Wyoming councillors have 
some concerns about the “mini-arena” being 
proposed by the Huron Shores Optimist.

The Camlachie service club first floated 
the idea of an outdoor ice rink - at a cost 
of $400,000 - in July 2021. In October, the 
club laid out its formal and much larger $1.6 
million plan. It includes a 60 by 120 re-
frigerated concrete slab and office, changing 
rooms, a washroom facility, a viewing area, 
a confection area and it will be covered dur-
ing the months of December till March.

Oct. 25, council discussed the plan and 
many had reservations. 

Councillor Alex Boughen was concerned 
the new mini arena would take up much 
more staff time than anticipated. He sug-
gested checking with other communities 

which had similar arenas to get a good 
handle on costs.

“The proposal was a little bit more than I 
expected,” he added suggesting staff “look 
at scaled down versions” of the project.

Councillor Mike Vasey was unclear who 
would pay to move and replace trees and the 
playground where the project is planned and 
the zamboni which would be needed to clear 
the ice.

He also was concerned about cost 
overruns. “I find it hard to believe the $1.6 
million will build this,” Vasey said, adding 
the municipality doesn’t want to get stuck 
with the extra costs.

CAO Adam Sobanski said staff would 
review the plan and “try to provide a 
financial idea of where potentially we 
could be sitting” so council could decide if 
the town could afford to move the project 
forward. 
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HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTOS

Thick black clouds of 
smoke coloured the 
Petrolia sky Sunday. 
While there was a fire, 
there was no emergency. 
After a year of using the 
Discovery Line house 
for training - including 
running a car into the 
back of it to work on 
extrications - Petrolia 
North Enniskillen 
firefighters did their final 
training exercises and 
then let the building burn. 
Firefighters sprayed 
water on the hedge 
separating the burning 
home from the property 
next door and a nearby 
garage. Linkin Steadman 
(below)- whom Chief 
Jay Arns says loves 
everything about 
firefighting - helped 
his dad, Jeff,  with the 
water during the training. 
Above, Firefighter Greg 
McCormick takes a 
break on the back of the 
fire truck.

Fire but no emergency as Discovery Line home burns
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SPORTS

519-876-2808         www.warwicktownship.ca         parksandrecreation@warwicktownship.ca

NOVEMBER 18, 2023 Register as an individual or a team
$60/team or $30/individual
 East Lambton Community Complex
 61 Centennial Ave Watford ON

REGISTER NOW

431 King Street, Petrolia

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

Maintaining Your 
Mobility

BRISK WALKING
Walking doesn’t require any extra equipment apart from supportive shoes. Taking a walk every day is a 
simple and effective way to help maintain balance and strength. 

MAINTAIN YOUR MOBILITY AS YOU AGE
Over the years, you can develop habitual ways of using your muscles to move and position yourself. Poor 

posture and a lack of flexibility may be the result of limited stretching and improper 

STRENGTH TRAINING
Strength training can be adapted for your needs through simple exercises such as leg extensions. In a seated 
position, straighten out one leg, lift to a comfortable height, old for 10 seconds and put down.

Active living is important for your health and well-being, no matter what 
your age is, but it can be vital for older adults. Being active and mobile 
can help many chronic conditions that can impact you as you age.

Dr. Storozuk Dr. Martyniuk

Barry  Wright
The Independent

The visiting Tillsonburg Thunder 
jumped out to a 4-0 lead after one 
period Friday night in Petrolia and 
went to beat the Squires, 7-6 in 
Western Ontario Super Hockey League 
action. 

Petrolia is now 6-2 on the season.  
It was the Squires’ first home ice 

defeat of the season.
The home team rallied with four 

power play goals in the second period 
on First Responders Appreciation 
Night but the visitors scored two 
shorthanded goals in the middle frame 
including one with less than two 
minutes to play in the period after 
Petrolia had cut the margin to 5-4.

Rearguard Thomas Moxley led 
Petrolia with a hat trick while Jesse 
Ferguson, TJ Harris and Kyler Keating 
also scored in a losing cause. 

Brandon Biggers had three assists 
and Ryan Fraser and Eric Marsh both 
contributed two assists.  

Ryan Trottier was held off the 
scoresheet for the first time this season 
but still leads the league in scoring 
with 16 points, one better than Biggers.

Brandon Campbell took the loss 
between the pipes with 38 saves. 

Tillsonburg outshot the Squires, 45-
18.

Petrolia is off this week and will host 
the Tilbury Bluebirds on Nov. 17 at 
8:30.

Stealing Petrolia’s thunder

BLAKE ELLIS/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO

Adam Arsenault of the Petrolia Squires pokes away at the puck in front of the Tillsonburg 
Thunder net Friday night.

Brandon Campbell made 38 saves 
in the Squires loss.

Killer Bees ground Jets, win third straight

Mailloux spoils Dolphin’s shutout for Flyers

Flag’s Campbell MVP of Prospect game

Legionnaires host Brantford, Elmira this week

The Independent

The Alvinston Killer Bees has 
moved into a fourth place in the 
Western Ontario Super Hockey 
League standings with a 3-1 
win over Strathroy Saturday. 

The Bees have now won three 
straight and improved to 4-2 on 

the campaign.
Petrolia’s Carson Perry 

extended his point streak to 
five games with his third goal 
and 11th point of the season for 
Alvinston.  

Ethan Lamoureaux and Caden 
Faulkner had the other goals for 
the Bees and Owen McGowan 

added two assists.
Nolan DeKoning stopped 27 

of 28 shots directed his way for 
the goaltending victory.

The Bees host the Tilbury 
Bluebirds on Friday night at 
8:30.  The Bluebirds are 3-2 
coming off a 10-6 loss to the 
Flames in Delhi last weekend.

The Independent

Miller Mailloux spoiled 
the shutout bid in the final 
five seconds Friday night for 
the Petrolia Flyers in a 4-1 
PJHL loss to the Dolphins in 
Dorchester.

It was the rearguard’s second 
goal of the season.

The home team had period 
leads of 1-0 and 3-0 on its way 
to victory.

Nov. 2 at home, Noel 
Sanderson scored twice and 
Andrew Jaques had two assists 

for the Flyers in a 5-2 loss to 
the Mt. Brydges Bulldogs.

Petrolia is home to Lucan on 
Thursday before traveling to 
Exeter on Friday.

The Flyers are just two points 
behind Lucan and Port Stanley 
for sixth place in the Yeck. 

The Independent

Lambton Jr. Sting grad Dracen 
Campbell of the Mooretown 
Flags was named Most Valuable 
Player for Team West at one of 
two PJHL Top Prospects Games 
last weekend.  

Team West lost to Team 
North, 4-2 in the contest 
Saturday in Wingham.  The 
Wallaceburg native has points 
in six of his last eight games for 

a total of 16 points in 14 games 
this season.

Meantime, Watford’s Cam 
Davidson represented Petrolia 
at the game.

Saturday at the Moore Sports 
Complex, the Flags fell three 
games below .500 losing to 
Lakeshore, 5-2.

Dylan Dupuis with a power 
play goal and Tristen Konrad 
with a shorthanded marker 
scored for the Flags. Jace 

Dupuis had two assists. 
Josh Breault made 32 saves as 

the Habs outshot Mooretown, 
37-30. 

The visitors scored the game-
winner goal late in the second 
period to break a 2-2 tie and 
added two more unanswered 
tallies in the final frame.

Mooretown, now 4-7-3 on the 
season, plays host to Dresden 
on Saturday at 7:30.

The Independent

The Sarnia Legionnaires hope 
to get back in the ‘W’ column 
with midwestern conference 
games.

The Legion host the Brantford 
Bandits in one of two games 
against Midwestern Conference 

teams this week. Game time is 
7:10 at the Pat Stapleton Arena 
Thursday.  

Sarnia takes on the Sugar 
Kings on Sunday night in 
Elmira. The Kings’ blueline is 
led by Liam Eveleigh, a sixth 
round pick by the Sting in 2020.  
He has seven goals and 22 

points in 18 games this season.
Meantime; Watford’s Ty 

Moffatt scored the game-
winning goal in the waning 
seconds of the first period as the

Legionnaires beat Komoka, 
4-3 at home Nov. 2.  Sarnia was 
the wrong end of a 4-1 to the 
Lincolns in St. Marys Nov. 3.
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Monday @ 12 noon

Word Classifieds: $10 plus tax for up to 40 words
Stop in at the office 9am-3pm – Monday to Friday

4156 Petrolia Line – Call 226-738-0728 
or email: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca
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ADVERTISING POLICY
The publisher of this newspaper, The Independent of Petrolia 
and Central Lambton, reserves the right to clarify or refuse any 
advertisement based on its sole discretion. The publisher reserves 
the right to reject, discontinue or omit any advertisement without 
notice or penalty to either party. Liability for errors or non-insertion is 
limited to the amount paid for the cost of space occupied by the error. 
Claims of errors must be made prior to the next publication date.

Death NoticesDeath Notices
Oct. 31 - Nov. 7, 2023Oct. 31 - Nov. 7, 2023

This information is provided as a community 
service. For detailed information, please refer 

to the funeral home website listing.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31

WHITE, Brenda Janet (nee 
Faul)
Age: 63
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

ANNETT, Bruce Edmund 
Earl
Age: 90, of Sombra
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

MANHOUT, Melissa Susan
Age: 50
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

KUCENTY, Irene
Age: 94
Smith Funeral Home

DAVIDSON, Douglas 
Kingsley
Age: 76
Smith Funeral Home

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1

LOUGHEED, Mary Ann
Age 69, of Sarnia
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

MILLER, Robert “Robbie”
Age: 74, of Wardsville
Van Heck Funeral Home Limited

BURDETT, George Herbert 
“Herb”
Age: 86
Smith Funeral Home

McCORMICK, Elizabeth 
“Betty”
Age: 88
Smith Funeral Home

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2

KNIGHT, Lyle Kenneth
Age 79, of Oil Springs
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

GOUGH, Richard Joseph
Age: 71
Smith Funeral Home

PROUD-EAGLE ROGERS, 
Christopher John
Age: 31
Smith Funeral Home

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3

ADAMS, Donna (nee 
Anderson)
Age: 83
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

CAMANO, Judith
Age: 79
Smith Funeral Home

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

WELSH, Dave
Age: 62
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

BARRY, Robert “Robbie” 
John
Age: 51
McCormack Funeral Home

LOZIER, Andrea Nadine 
(nee Shirreffs)
Age: 83
McKenzie Blundy Funeral Home

KAPTEYN, Jenny Irene 
(nee Tensen)
Age: 77
Smith Funeral Home

TINSLEY, Heather Diane
Age: 79, of Sarnia
Smith Funeral Home

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5

SMITH, Janet Ethel
Age: 91, formerly of Sombra 
Township
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6

RANDALL, William George
Age 88, formerly of Oil Springs
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

THOMPSON, Malcolm 
David “Dave”
Age: 77
Smith Funeral Home

WHITE
Brenda Janet (nee Faul)

Surrounded by her loved ones, 
at 63 years of age, Brenda Janet 
White (nee Faul) found peace 
after a hard-fought battle against 
pancreatic cancer on Tuesday, 
October 31, 2023 at C.E.E. Hospital 
of Bluewater Health, Petrolia. 
Predeceased by her parents, 
Stuart and Betty Faul, whom 
she loved dearly. She leaves 
her husband of 33 years, David 
White, her daughters and sons-
in-law, Sara and Ryan (McVittie), 
Carly and Sean (Smith), and her 
long awaited and cherished 
granddaughter, Noa, to carry on 
her legacy. She also leaves her twin 
Brother, Bryan (Erna) Faul, sister 
and best friend, Elaine (Wayne) 

Obituary
Peters, and countless siblings-in-
law, nieces and nephews whom 
she adored, to hold her memory. 
Originally from Grimsby, Brenda 
and her family found “home” in 
Lambton County, where she raised 
her girls and proudly worked for 
the OPP for many years. Brenda 
was an old soul, finding comfort 
in peace and quiet, enjoying the 
last few years on her sunporch, 
listening to country music and 
watching the deer. She took 
the greatest joy in watching her 
family grow, wanting for nothing 
but her family’s happiness and 
healthiness. She lived for the 
times when her home was 
filled with family and friends….
especially “the girls” friends when 
they sang her karaoke. She was 
a safe space for many; warm, 
selfless and accepting; strong 
and determined; loving and so 
loved. Her contagious laugh and 
welcoming nature will be missed 
by all who knew her. We can learn 
from Brenda that life is what you 
make it, lead by your heart, and you 
won’t be led astray. Arrangements 
entrusted to Needham-Jay 
Funeral Home (519) 882-0100. No 
service will take place as per her 
wishes. A Celebration of Life may 
follow in time. As an expression 
of sympathy, the family suggests 
donations be made to Totes of 
Hope Program (https://www.
bwhf.ca/donate). Memories and 
condolences may be shared 
online at www.NeedhamJay.com

Obituary

KNIGHT
Charles

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the peaceful passing 
of our cherished husband, 
dad, brother, grandpa and 
great-grandpa at The Ottawa 
Hospital - Civic Campus on Friday 
September 1, 2023 in his 92nd 
year. Survived by his loving wife 
of 67 years Margaret and four 
children, David, Heather (Dick), 
Michele (Craig) and Pam (Rob). 
Cherished Grandpa to Andrew 
(Terra), Jeremy, Cory (Caitlin), 
Travis (Heather), Katie, Megan and 
special Great-Grandpa to Bréa, 
Kaia, Quinn and Violet. Charles 
was born on September 11, 1931 
in Edy’s Mills, Ontario to the late 
Merton Knight and Agnes (nee 
Dykeman). He is survived by his 
3 brothers Eldon, Ron (Wynn) 
and Lyle (Sharon). Charles began 
his career in the Canadian Armed 
Forces in the reserves in 1951 and 
joined the Royal Canadian Navy 
in 1955. He attended Western 
University where he met and 

Obituary
married Margaret and graduated 
with his MD. Charles spent 39 years 
as a military physician stationed 
across Canada, rising through the 
ranks as a seasoned administrator 
and finishing his career in Ottawa. 
From 1982 to 1985, he was 
Commandant of the National 
Defence Medical Centre (NDMC). 
In 1985, Charles was appointed 
Deputy Surgeon General and 
in 1988 he was appointed 
Surgeon General. Charles served 
as Surgeon General until his 
retirement from the military in 
1990. In retirement Charles was 
able to enjoy spending time with 
his grandchildren making sure the 
pool was always ready to be used, 
tending to his vegetable gardens, 
helping Margaret with her 
volunteer work and spending time 
in the woods with Stan. Charles 
was an active member of the 
United Church of Canada, joining 
local congregations wherever he 
was posted and has been active in 
City View United since coming to 
Ottawa in 1979. In retirement he 
continued supporting the work of 
the church as Executive Director 
of the United Church and through 
many committees at both 
Ottawa Presbytery and City View 
United. Charles had an incredible 
memory and penchant for detail 
and ensured committees always 
followed the “rule of order”. He 
enjoyed the love laughter and 
compassion over the last few 
years at Stirling Park Retirement 
Residence where he lived with 
Margaret. We are very grateful for 
the love and attention he received 
from the staff at Stirling and the 
compassionate care of the staff 
at The Ottawa Hospital in his final 
days.

Obituary Obituary

MCGREGOR
Paul

Paul McGregor passed away 
peacefully from lung cancer on 
November 4 surrounded by family 
in his home in Denver, CO. He is 
survived by his wife of 48 years, 
Donna, kids, Meredith (Sarah 
Waller) and Michael (Lori), older 
brothers, Gary (Dolores) and Ken 
(Jean), and younger sister Jayne 
(Ron) Hunter and their families. 
Paul was born to Gordon and 
Elva McGregor in Petrolia, Ontario 
on July 29,1945. He was a small-
town family man who loved 
cars and country music. After 
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graduating from the University of 
Windsor, he built a 39-year career 
with John Deere and welcomed 
the opportunity to travel to 5 
continents and experience new 
things, including a move from 
Ontario to Iowa. Paul was well 
respected and built relationships 
and friendships around the world. 
He was constantly planning his 
next adventure, and his most 
recent was to the annual hot air 
balloon festival in Albuquerque, 
NM.  At 50, he was diagnosed with 
diabetes followed by a variety of 
severe health challenges. Despite 
the complex medical history, Paul 
never complained, lived life to the 
fullest and was referred to as the 
“Energizer Bunny” who kept going 
and going, overcoming anything. 
His son, Micheal, donated a 
kidney in 2015, providing him 
another 8 years of life – allowing 
him to enjoy retirement in Florida, 
celebrate his 40th wedding 
anniversary, the weddings of 
his children, and countless 
other adventures and treasured 
memories. Paul’s big heart, charm, 
patience and strength was our 
family’s inspiration and his legacy. 
We will miss him more than 
words can say. For more details, 
visit everloved.com/life-of/paul-
mcgregor/

Obituary

RANDALL
William George

Randall, William George - Trucker 
Bill, affectionately known as 
“Bubbie” to his grandchildren, 
passed away at the age of 88 
on November 6th, 2023. He 
completed the final run of his life 
with his family by his side. He was 
formerly a resident of Oil Springs 
and called Lambton Meadowview 
Villa his home for the past 3 years. 
Dear husband of the late Joanne 
Randall, loving father of Coralie 
(Bill) Garrett, and Dan (Kim) 
Randall. Cherished grandfather of 
Katie (Ali) Garrett, Rachel Garrett, 
Jodi Garrett, Rebecca (Nathan) 
Randall, Matthew Randall and 
Michael Randall. He had four great 
grandchildren and four great 
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fur babies. He is also survived 
by brothers Melvin (late Donna) 
Randall, Ken (Mary) Randall, Ross 
Randall, Claude (Janice) Randall, 
and his sister RuthAnne Nadeau. 
He is predeceased by his parents 
Dan and Verna Randall. Bill was 
a professional truck driver for 55 
years and never had an “at fault 
accident”, he was a volunteer for 
the Oil Springs fire department 
for many years and ran the 
projector at the Oil Springs United 
Church Sunday School. He will 
be remembered for his sharp 
one liners, love for peanut butter 
and hot sauce (he put that s*it on 
everything), his passion for bingo, 
card parties and scratch tickets, 
and his selflessness. We will miss 
him each and every single day 
and cherish the memories that 
we hold close to our hearts. A 
special thanks to the staff at 
Lambton Meadowview Villa for 
their compassionate care. Friends 
will be received at STEADMAN 
BROTHERS FUNERAL CHAPELS, 
Brigden on Friday, November 
10, 2023 from 11am until the 
time of the service at 1:00pm. 
Sympathy may be expressed 
through donations made by 
cheque to Oil Springs United 
Church or Sarnia Humane Society. 
w w w. s a r n i a h u m a n e s o c i e t y.
com. Memories and condolences 
may be shared online at www.
steadmanbrothers.ca. Steadman 
Brothers 519-864-1193.

ADAMS
Donna (nee Anderson)

At her home in Dawn-Euphemia 
Township on Friday, November 
3, 2023, with family by her side 
Donna Adams (nee Anderson) 
was in her 83rd year.  Donna was 
the loving wife the late Richard 
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“Dick” Adams for 60 years.   She 
is the proud mother of Rob and 
Karen Adams, Cheryl and Ron 
Saunders, the late Brian (2011) 
and Becky (Al) Adams. She will 
be missed by her grandchildren 
Becky, Ryan, Andrew, Matthew, 
Tiffany, Kristen, Brittany, and 
Brady and their families. Donna 
was predeceased by her parents 
Robert and Reta Anderson, and her 
siblings Francis (Andy) Anderson, 
Dorothy Wagner, Bruce Anderson, 
Marge Matheson, and June Gray. 
She is survived a sister-in-law Marg 
Anderson and brother-in-law Ken 
Adams. A graveside Service was 
held at Oil Springs Cemetery, 
4297 South Plank Rd., Oil Springs. 
on Tuesday, November 7, 2023, 
at 1:30 p.m. As expressions of 
sympathy, memorial donations 
may be made to the Victorian 
Order of Nurses (www.von.ca).  
Arrangements by Needham-Jay 
Funeral Home www.needhamjay.
com. 
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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
416 Queen Street, Petrolia (Behind the Post Office)

In-Person Service 
Sundays @ 10:00 am

Services also available online: www.standrews-petrolia.ca
Pastor Katherine Hawley

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia

Join us for In-Person Services
Sundays @ 10:00am

Everyone Welcome
Church Office: 519-882-1430  |  christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com Rev. Dave Hewett

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In-Person Services
Sundays @ 10:30 am

Church Office: 519-882-1390                  Rev. Carol Fergusonwww.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
In Person Church Service

Sunday Mornings @10:30 am
Pastor: Alex Craig

418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia  |  Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com  |  website: www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Petrolia

Buying or Selling

Coming  Events

PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGEof

Events are listed FREE for non-profit groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). Events are listed FREE for non-profit groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). To be included in this listing email To be included in this listing email 
the required information to: the required information to: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

UPCOMING EVENTS
DATE START TIME LOCATION EVENT/ CONTACT INFO

Oct 6 -
Mar 16

Gallery
Hours Sarnia

A FAMILY PALETTE: FRANCES-ANNE JOHNSTON, FRANZ JOHNSTON, AND FRANKLIN ARBUCKLE 
Three artists from the same family. Acting as a purposeful feminist recovery project, the exhibition focuses 
more deeply on Frances-anne. For info @ www.jnaag.ca.

Nov 3 -
Jan 12

Gallery
Hours Sarnia

RE VIEW - EXHIBITION 4 To honour its first decade the gallery is installing a series of exhibitions over the 
next year and a half titled Re View. For more info on the Re View exhibition series, please visit our 10 Year 
Anniversary page.

Nov 4
- Dec 16

Gallery 
Hours

Bright’s
Grove

GALLERY IN THE GROVE’S ANNUAL GIFTS OF THE SEASON November 4- December 16. Showcasing 
15 local artists with a wide range of beautifully handmade pieces for sale. Gallery hours Mon-Thurs 2pm-
5pm and Fri & Sat 11am-2pm. For more info visit www.galleryinthegrove.com or call 519-869-4643.

Nov 11 
- 12
& 14

CLOSED
LAMBTON
COUNTY 

BRANCHES

LAMBTON COUNTY LIBRARY CLOSED FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT DAY All Lambton County Library locations and book return bins will be closed for Remembrance Day 
on Saturday, November 11 and Sunday, November 12. No items will be due on November 11 or November 
12, as all due dates have been adjusted. All locations and book return bins will also be closed on Tuesday, 
November 14 for a Professional Development Day. Virtual library is always open @ www.lclibrary.ca.

Nov 11 7:30pm Wyoming REAL DEAL TRIVIA NIGHT @ Wyoming Legion. Hosted by the PW Events Committee. To reserve a table: 
519-383-4571. $5 admission - cash only. Doors open @ 6:45pm.

Nov 14 7:00pm Online Only

LAMBTON BRANCH, ONTARIO ANCESTORS MEETING. SPEAKER: CORAL HARKIES,  QUEBEC 
RECORDS FROM AFAR: Researching in Quebec can offer some unique challenges.  This session will
introduce records and websites related to Quebec research.  Register for Zoom Meeting at lambton.ogs.
on.ca. Meetings are free and open to the public, all welcome. For more info email lambton@ogs.on.ca

Nov 18 10am - 1pm Port Lamb-
ton

SACRED HEART FOOD BANK ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE Non-perishable items needed. Drop Off Opportun-
ity Nov 18 10am-1pm @ Port Lambton Anglican Church basement - rear door. Door to Door Pick Up Nov 19 
1-3pm.

Nov 18 6:30pm Wyoming Great Canadian Dueling Pianos for Christmas for Everyone @Wyoming Fair Bldg. Tickets $30: call 
Bubba 312-3200, Mike 402-1761 or Conner 226-964-1225 or at Wyoming Legion.

GIFTS OF THE SEASON
A One of a Kind Shopping 
Experience. Gallery in the 
Grove’s annual Gifts of the 
Season returns November 
4- December 16. This is a 
curated event showcas-
ing 15 local artists with a 
wide range of beautifully 
handmade pieces for sale. 
Gallery hours are Monday-
Thursday 2pm-5pm, Friday 
& Saturday 11am-2pm. For 
more info visit www.gal-
leryinthegrove.com or call 
519-869-4643.

Coming Events Coming Events

Sat., Nov. 18 and  Sun, Nov. 19
10am-3pm

Many handcrafted items: home decor, knitted items, yarns, 
rovings, quilts, oven mitts, farm fresh honey, bake table.

Many alpaca items, Canadian Made from Canadian alpacas. 

Watford Warwick
Horticultural Society 
Christmas Home Tours

Sat. Nov. 18, Sun. Nov 19, 
12-4

Visit WWHS Winter
workshop 5306 Nauvoo Rd.

Tour beautifully
decorated homes.

Amazing Tree display
at ELCC and complimentary 

tea room.
Tickets $15.00. Info text/
call 226-402-0116, FB, or 

hortsoc@brktel.on.ca

ANTIQUES, ART 
& COLLECTIBLES

Buying Antiques, Vintage 
Items, Estates

Buying anything old: Signs, 
pottery, toys, comics, knives, 
Coleman lanterns, lighters, 
advertising, razors & much 

more! Single items, contents 
of attics, garages, barns & 

entire estates. 
Call Chad: 519-639-9102
chadnlyndsay@yahoo.ca

Looking to Rent

Nervous about 
renting?

Do you have a rural 
dwelling, trailer or cabin 
standing empty that you 
would like to know is 
clean, safe and heated 
by a reliable tenant? 
Pensioned writer also 
deep cleans, paints and 
restores older dwellings, 
including gardens and 
landscapes, in return for 
affordable rent. Self-
reliant and comfortable 
with remote or rustic 
living conditions; have 
generator for emergencies 
and a reliable vehicle. 
Flexible on location: 
Lambton, Chatham Kent, 
Essex counties. Excellent 
landlord and personal 
references available on 
request. Please respond 
to: kathyjane@live.ca

FOR SALE: HILLSDALE CEM-
ETERY LOT. Section C, Row 
E, Lot 20, Grave 10. $1,800. 
- Transfer Included. 519-882-
0851.

For Sale

FOR SALE:
OLD ANTIQUE 

BICYCLES
Great for landscaping or 

vintage garden décor.
Excellent for brightening 

up your yard!
Different sizes available.

Call: 519-882-2548

WANTED TO BUY - Adult 
bicycles womens & mens, 
boys & girls. All sizes. Good to 
fair condition. All types of bikes 
wanted. Please call 519-882-
2548 and ask for Dave.

ALSO, will pick up scrap bikes.

Buying or Selling

For Sale

events

Reception Hall Rentals
  Weddings
  Anniversaries
  Funerals
  Business Meetings

Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Up to 150 seating capacity
Fully licensed by AGCO

Bookings and information 
call: (519) 466 7806 or 845 3333TM

Hall Rentals

Real Estate

1 floor living awaits in this 
charming 2 bedroom bungalow on 
a large landscaped lot, with updated 
bath and freshly painted kitchen. Enjoy 
relaxing in the sunroom or lounging on 
one of 2 patios. Single car garage with 
work area and which is easily accessed 
from the rear alley plenty of room for 
parking motorhome or boat etc. A 
greenhouse is included for the gardener 
in the family. High-Speed fibre optic 
Internet, great for seniors or a starter 
for first-time buyers.

177 John Street, P.O. Box 561, Watford, Ontario, N0M 250 • www.shanahanrealty.com
Leo Shanahan Sales Representative
Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Office: 226-848-6684

3218 Inwood Rd., 
Inwood

MLS#23022180

$$359,900359,900
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8995
plus tax  
per month 

235 St. Clair St., Chatham  
1-844-333-2220           
Since 1992

Call today or visit us online to learn more!

Fast, Easy Self-serve Installation! 

*One-time $79.95 activation fee.  
Wifi Mesh Router $59.95 or use  
your existing router. Regular price  
of $114.95 after 3 months. Offer  
valid until Nov. 30, 2023. 
Call or visit canquest.com  
for full details.

Canquest is offering 1G Unlimited High Speed  
Internet plus Virtual Health Care plus reliable Home 
Phone at an incredibly low monthly price. Order 
your service before Nov. 30 and receive over 20% 
off our already low monthly price. Call today! 

1G High Speed Internet  
plus Virtual Health Care 
plus Reliable Home Phone

Black Friday  
Savings Event

SAVE OVER

20%

NO 

CONTRACT!

     canquest.com

Briefs: Recognition for Campbell
 LCCVI discus champion Hunter Campbell was 

named an All-Ontarian for track and field by Athletics 
Ontario. Campbell had great outdoor season this year, 
winning silver in U18 discus at both the Athletics Ontario 
championships and Legion National Championships, as 
well as his OFSAA gold medal win in Junior Boys Discus.

•••
James Grant of LCCVI captured 15th place out of 268 

competitors in the junior boys’ division at the provincial 
high school cross country championship last Saturday in 
Etobicoke. His time of 15:26.74 over the five-kilometre 
course was more than 30 seconds faster than his victory at 
the SWOSSA championship last month.  Meantime, Wyatt 
Ferguson of North Lambton finished just outside of the top 
third of the boys’ novice race. He placed 90th out of 265.

•••
Alvinston’s Matt Hayter had an assist in a PJHL loss by 

the Blenheim Blades to Wheatley last week. Hayter, who 
has a goal and three assists in his last three games, has 
three goals and 10 points in 10 games this season. The 
Blades are 10-4 on the campaign.

•••
Ex-Sting goaltender Ben Gaudreau won his first game 

back in Sarnia since being dealt by the Sting to the Erie 
Otters.  He made 25 saves to backstop the Otters to a 
5-3 victory last Sunday afternoon. Gaudreau is 7-4 since 
joining the Otters a month ago.

•••
The Lambton Attack won the U15 B title at the 5th 

annual Remembrance Day Classic girls hockey tournament 
in Fergus on the weekend. The Attack won four straight 
games and did not allow a single goal against. They beat 
the host Grand River Mustangs, 4-0 in the final.

•••
Kaden Fulcher has found a new hockey home. He’s 

signed with the Pensacola Ice Flyers of the Southern 
Professional Hockey League. The Brigden native played 
last season with Reading of the ECHL, an affiliate of the 
Philadelphia Flyers as well as a one game stint with Tampa 
Bay’s top AHL farm club in Syracuse.

Lancers take on Tartans
The Independent

The LCCVI Lancers and 
Wallaceburg Tartans will 
decide the season series 
this Friday afternoon in the 
Glasstown at 2 pm and to 
determine who will travel 
to Great Lakes in Sarnia for 
the LKSSAA high school 
AA football final next 
Thursday.  

The Tartans blanked 
LCCVI, 15-0 last week 
in Wallaceburg to clinch 
second place in the three-
team league.  

Both teams finished at 
1-3 but Wallaceburg won 
home field based on point 
differential.  

The Wolfpack took first 
place with a 4-0 record and 
received a bye to the final.

Meanwhile, the AAA final 
will be a rematch of last 
year’s final between Sarnia-
St. Pat’s and Ursuline 
College this Saturday in 
Chatham.  

The Irish scored a last 
second touchdown to beat 
Ursuline, 24-20 in the 2022 
final.

SPORTS
St. Pat’s hopes to upgrade track with donations
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

St. Patrick’s Catholic High 
School is getting a $1 million 
upgrade to its track facilities, 
and, if a fundraising campaign 
is successful, there will be 
many more amenities. 

St. Patrick’s had one of the 
best tracks in the area before 
a new school was built in the 
Rapids Parkway area of Sarnia, 
said Amy Janssens, associate 
director of the St. Clair Catholic 
District School Board. The 
track continued to be used until 
it was demolished to make way 
for a helipad. 

A committee was formed of 
coaches, teachers and former 
students to see the current dirt 
track upgraded at the new St. 
Patrick’s location. The project 
was scaled back to have the dirt 
track upgraded to an asphalt 
surface to keep a lid on the 
costs. The $1.07 million bill 
is being shared between the 
Catholic board and Conseil 
Scolaire Catholique. 

Janssens hopes the work can 
be completed before winter 
sets in, but if it doesn’t, it 
will be finished in the 
spring.  A $1 million 
fundraising campaign is 
being launched to see the 

other “bells and whistles” in 
the track. Included in the wish 
list is an upgraded polyurethane 
track surface, adding colour to 
the track, an artificial turf field, 
a finish line camera, speakers 
and a sound system, as well 
as track and field items such 
as blocks, hurdles, high jump 
mats, long jump and triple jump 
take off boxes, shot put landing 
area, a shot put circles and 
movable soccer goal posts and a 
water bottle filling station.

* THE INDEPENDENT

TOUGH 
BOUNCE
BLAKE ELLIS/LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE PHOTO

It was a tough 
game for the 
LCCVI Lancers as 
they lost 60-13 to 
Northern Thursday. 
The Lancers are 
at the bottom of 
the standings this 
season. 
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