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Leslie Klompstra of Corunna takes her dogs, Quilla and Stella for a walk through Lorne C. Henderson 
Conservation Area near Petrolia Tuesday in the snow. Klompstra comes to the park once a week and enjoys 
the many kilometres of walking trails.

WINTERY WALKPW may drop $10,000 
Petrolia arena payment
Heather Wright
The Independent

Plympton-Wyoming is consid-
ering dropping the “antiquated” 
practice of providing  neigh-
bouring municipalities cash to 
maintain their arenas.

The issue came up as the town 
began budget deliberations 
Jan. 18. Plympton-Wyoming 
administrators presented a $17.6 
million operating and $9.35 mil-
lion capital budget which would 
require a four per cent increase 
in municipal taxes, a $27.18 
increase for every $100,000 of 
assessed value of a home.

Two of the items which caught 
the attention of councillors in 
the first night of deliberations 
were two $10,000 grants – one 
to Petrolia, the other to Lamb-
ton Shores – for the use of the 
arenas. In three of the past four 
years, the town has contributed 
$10,000 to each municipality 
in recognition of Plympton-
Wyoming residents using the 
local arenas. 

CAO Adam Sobanski said 
the municipality provided the 
money for the upkeep of the 
arenas because the town did 
not have a facility of its own, 
forcing residents to go to other 
communities. For many years, 
Petrolia asked for the cash based 
on the number of Plympton-
Wyoming residents at minor 
hockey or figure skating. Sev-
eral years ago, Sobanski said, 

an agreement was reached to 
provide $10,000 yearly instead. 
That agreement is in place until 
2026.

Councillor Mike Vasey was 
the first to voice concerns about 
it, calling the concept “anti-
quated.

“We have a boat launch now 
that costs us money; and I don’t 
see our neighbouring munici-
palities sending money our way 
when it comes to ball parks, vol-
leyball nets,” he said. “People 
from Corunna come here for 
baseball and I’ve never seen a 
check from Corunna.”

Vasey said the money would 
be better spent in Plympton-
Wyoming where the need is 
growing.  The parks budget in 
Plympton-Wyoming is up 16 
per cent, mostly because the 
town has taken over two parks 
- Highland Glen and McEwen 
Park from the St. Clair Region 
Conservation Authority.

Vasey says in the long run, 
each municipality sees residents 
from neighbouring communities 
using their services. He says 
municipalities should take the 
attitude of “You’ve got what 
you’ve got, we’ve got what 
we’ve got; you pay for what 
you’ve got and we’ll pay for 
what we’ve got.”

Many on council agreed with 
the sentiment and directed 
administration to find the agree-
ment with Petrolia so the issue 
could be revisited Jan. 25.

Lambton College likely to lose tens of millions as international student visas capped
Heather Wright
The Independent

The federal government’s plan to 
curb the big business of inter-
national student education will 
have a big impact on Lambton 
College.

Lambton College officials are 
still assessing what new federal 
rules for international students will 

mean. While the college’s Interim 
Senior Director of Community 
Engagement, Marilyn Mason, did 
not offer any details, it’s clear the 
college stands lose tens of millions 
of dollars in revenue.

Monday, the federal govern-
ment announced a two-year cap 
on international student permits. 
Up to 800,000 people made their 
way to Canada in 2023 on student 

visas, the federal immigration min-
ister said, causing concern about 
the quality of education and the 
impact the students were having 
on the tight housing market. 

In 2024, 360,000 visas will be 
permitted across the country, the 
immigration minister said. Prov-
inces will receive permits based on 
population. The number of student 
visas in Ontario will be cut in half. 

The provinces will determine how 
the permits will be distributed 
among colleges and universities.

Whatever is decided, Lambton 
College will see a dramatic drop 
in students and the revenue they 
bring. Statistics from the Ministry 
of Colleges show Lambton has the 
fifth highest number of inter-
national students in the province 
on its four campuses.  Between 

Jan. 2022 and April 2023, there 
were 13,246 student visas ap-
proved for Lambton College 
students in Sarnia, and its cam-
puses in Ottawa, Mississauga and 
Toronto. Lambton has partnerships 
with St. Paul University in Ottawa, 
and two private career colleges  
Queen’s and Cestar College in the 
GTA.
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Position Requirements for both postings: 
• Full time student in the past academic year and returning to   
 full time studies in the fall of 2024
• Completed their 2023/2024 school term
• A valid Ontario driver’s license (Class G of G2) preferred
• Be between 15 and 30 years of age
• Be able to work days, weekends and weeknights during the
 period of April 21 to August 26th, 2024
 (Dates subject to change)

Position Overview:
This position is responsible for maintaining and day-to-day operation of 
the East Lambton Community Complex (formerly the Watford Arena), 
Warwick Community Hall and the Townships outdoor recreation 
facilities including baseball diamonds, picnic pavilions, gardens, open 
greenspace and parks. The position is front facing and will work directly 
with the general Public and will provide event support.

Parks and Recreation Labourers will assist with grass and grounds 
maintenance, cleaning and setting up facilities, special events, watering 
flowers and supporting summer programming.  Successful candidates 
will work 30 to 40 hours per week including weekdays, evenings and 
weekends.

Application Deadline: Monday, February 19, 2024

How to Apply:

Interested applicants are asked to apply online at www.lambtononline.
ca/jobs and select Job # JO124-0799 The deadline to apply is Monday, 
February 19, 2024. The Township of Warwick has partnered with 
the County of Lambton to advertise this job opportunity. The job 
description can be found in the job posting from the link above.

Position Overview:
This Summer Programming Support position is responsible for
day-to-day operations of the East Lambton Community Complex 
(formerly the Watford Arena), Warwick Community Hall and the 
Townships Recreation facilities including baseball diamonds, picnic 
pavilions, gardens and parks. 

The Summer Programming Support position is front facing and will 
work directly with the general Public in providing quality customer 
service and also will provide Community event support too the 
Townships Canada Day festivities, and many other community events.

This position will also act as a coordinator with the Townships Youth 
Baseball and Youth Ball Hockey summer programming.

This position will assist with grass and grounds maintenance, cleaning 
and setting up facilities, watering flowers and summer programming 
support.  Successful candidates will work 30 to 40 hours per week and 
required to be available during evening and weekends.

Application Deadline: Monday February 19, 2024

How to Apply:

Interested applicants are asked to apply online at www.lambtononline.
ca/jobs and select Job # JO124-0801 The deadline to apply is Monday, 
February 19, 2024. The Township of Warwick has partnered with 
the County of Lambton to advertise this job opportunity. The job 
description can be found in the job posting from the link above.

TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK
Student Summer

Employment Opportunities

Parks and Recreation Labourers (up to 2 positions)

Questions regarding these opportunities should be directed to:
Ryan Chamney, Manager
Parks, Recreation & Facilities
Township of Warwick
Email: rchamney@warwicktownship.ca

 Job Board: www.lambtononline.ca/jobs
We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those selected for an interview will 
be contacted. The Township of Warwick is an equal opportunity employer. The Township of 
Warwick provides reasonable accommodations throughout the hiring process. Reasonable 
accommodations will be provided upon request throughout the hiring process as required under 
the Township of Warwick’s policies and Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA).
In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 
personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001, and will be 
used for the purpose of candidate selection.

www.warwicktownship.ca

 Parks and Recreation Summer Programming 
Support & Labourer (1 position)

CON’T FROM PG 1
The college’s 2023 annual report says it plans to 

attract 4,524 international students and about 3,950 
domestic students this school year, up 3.2 per cent over 
last year.

But with the federal announcement on international 
visas, those numbers are likely to plummet along with 
the revenue which comes with them.

International education and the licensing agreements 
with other private colleges which provide services to 
international students for Lambton, generates more 
than 52 per cent of the college’s annual revenue ac-
cording to board reports and the 2023 audited financial 
statements.

International student fees can be nearly quadruple 
what domestic students at Lambton pay depending on 
the program of study.

For example, a Lambton County resident would pay 
just over $8,000 for a two-year course called Instru-
mentation & Control Engineering Technology - Indus-
trial Automation. An international student would pay 
$32,674.58 tuition for that same program.

With over 4,500 international students at the Sarnia 
campus alone, that translates into huge money.

The college generated $76.76 million in revenue from 
international education – $31.5 million in 2023 up from 
$25 million in 2022 – and the licensing agreements it 
has with private career colleges which cater to inter-
national students. They generated $45.3 million in the 
fiscal year ending March 2023.

By comparison, the provincial government provides 
$22.5 million in basic operating grants to the college. 
Lambton receives about $12.5 million more through 

grants for specific courses - such as apprenticeship pro-
grams - and federal and provincial grants for research 
at the college.

With an operating budget of $130 million in that same 
time frame, Lambton was able to salt away about $16 
million for the capital projects the college is planning, 
including a new residence building for international 
students. The building, announced in 2022, will house 
300 to 350 students and will replace the current resi-
dence with 140 double rooms. It’s slated to open in 
three years.

Mason tells The Independent in an email; “Cur-
rently, we are consulting with provincial colleagues to 
understand the new federal policies and their impact 
more fully on the college and our students.  We hope to 
provide more insights soon.”

Ontario colleges have been calling on the province, 
as recently as November to increase its investments in 
community colleges. The province cut tuition in 2019 
and it has been frozen ever since. 

Colleges Ontario wants the province to lift that freeze 
allowing colleges to increase tuition by five per cent in 
the next school year. It also wants the province to chip 
in more money for operating the college. 

Ontario’s public colleges currently have the second-
lowest tuition in Canada. The average Ontario public 
college tuition is around $2,700 per year for a full-time 
program.

The province also has the highest enrollment rate 
of international students leading to reliance on inter-
national student tuition to keep operations running, 
critics say.

Lambton could lose big as international visas cut

Marriott says feds, province to blame for lack of housing
Cathy Dobson
For The Independent

Lambton County Warden Kevin Marriott says the 
blame for a lack of new affordable housing in Sarnia-
Lambton lies squarely with the provincial and federal 
governments.

“I get mad,” he said, speaking on the phone from the 
annual Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
conference in Toronto this week.

“The political will is there at the county to build more 
affordable and supportive housing.  We are definitely 
open to working with groups like Indwell (charity).  
We want to add 250 units in the next five to 10 years,” 
said Marriott who is Enniskillen Township’s mayor and 
chairman of Lambton County Council.

At a time when there’s a serious shortage of afford-
able housing and when homelessness is increasingly 
visible, Marriott said a lack of funding from upper tiers 
of government in Toronto and Ottawa is stalling new 
housing projects.

“There’s a lot of criticism because people on the 
outside think it should happen a lot quicker but, in my 
opinion, the higher the government level, the slower the 
response, and we definitely need help from both govern-
ments.”

Marriott said he is particularly frustrated with the 
federal government.  He wrote the Minister of Housing, 
Infrastructure & Communities about new affordable 
housing last fall and received no response.

“This (Liberal) government doesn’t do much for this 
riding,” Marriott said.  “It used to be everybody was 
treated the same but now it’s very evident that only sit-
ting (Liberal) members hand out cheques.

“It’s so blatant and I’m so frustrated that 9/10 an-
nouncements are from Liberal MPs.”

He said he’s talked to Sarnia-Lambton Conservative 
MP Marilyn Gladu and “she is aware of it.”

On the provincial front, Marriott said he hoped profit-
able discussions will take place this week at the ROMA 
conference where a Lambton contingent was scheduled 
to meet with Ontario’s Deputy Premier, Health Minister 
Sylvia Jones.

Annualized operational funding for affordable housing 
is on the agenda for discussion, Marriott said.

Meanwhile, Lambton County has declared affordable 
housing its number one priority and set nearly $3 mil-
lion aside for it. 

“We put an additional $1 million into the fund last 
year and we are proposing another large increase for 
that fund in 2024,” said the warden.

“But it’s sitting there waiting to be spent because we 
don’t have (upper tier government) partnerships yet,” 
said Marriott.

“Three million dollars can only build about 15 units 
and that’s not practical.”

The county recently approved $794,000 in “seed” 
money for five potential projects to help them get very 
preliminary work done, but no significant funding for a 
large new project has been approved for years.

A $7-million affordable housing project being built by 
Lambton County on London Road called Maxwell Park 
Place is nearly two years behind schedule.  It was ap-
proved in 2021 and 24 units were supposed to be ready 
by spring 2022.  But now officials say it will likely be 
another seven to nine months before completion.  

Marriott said he is aware that a grassroots group of lo-
cal Rotarians and church leaders who want to build af-
fordable housing, met last week at Grace United Church 
and invited Indwell.

Indwell is a well-established charitable organization 
that has successfully built supportive housing for 1,200 
tenants in seven Southwestern Ontario communities. 
Representative July Ryan said her organization is “open 
to expanding to Sarnia” and has met numerous times 
with the local grassroots group.

“It’s moving along but the politicians and municipal 
staff need to be part of the conversation,” Ryan said.  
The county is responsible for all social housing in Sar-
nia and the rest of Lambton.

Attendance at the community meeting at Grace United 
Church greatly surprised organizers who anticipated 15 
interested residents and had almost 100 there.

The strong turnout proves a lot of people care and are 
determined to find solutions to the housing crisis, said 
organizer John Barnfield.

“This has blown up. You can feel the energy and pas-
sion in this room,” he said.  “We’re going to build on 
this.”

Marriott wasn’t at that meeting but Deputy Warden 
and Sarnia City Councillor Brian White was.

Several times, he was called on to defend the county’s 
lack of funding projects.

“I think the political will is changing,” White told the 
crowd.  “And I think the administration (bureaucrats) is 
coming along.  I’m not being negative when I say that, 
but the wheels turn slowly and it takes time to change 
direction.”

White told the crowd to keep up the pressure.
“Keep demanding better of us,” he said.  “The more 

pressure you put on certain councillors who have a 
whole other view of what poverty is, the better.”
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Petrolia will hold a Public Meeting on 
Monday, February 5, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. to consider a proposed Zoning By-law Amendment under 
Section 36 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, as amended.

THE PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT would amend the Town’s Zoning By-law 63 of 2017 as it 
applies to the property, municipally known as 322 Eureka Street, and described as Part Lot 29, Plan
14. The intent of the proposed amendment is to amend the site-specific “Residential-3 Exception 3 (R3-3) Zone 
to permit four (4) Townhouse Dwellings, with each Townhouse Dwelling to include six (6) dwelling units.

THE PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT would also permit the reduction of the minimum 
lot frontage from 30 metres to 20.5 metres to accommodate the property’s existing undersized lot 
frontage.

THE KEY MAP shows more particularly the lands affected.

ANY PERSON may attend the public hearing and/or make written or oral representation either in 
support of or in opposition to the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment. If you wish to submit a written 
or make an oral presentation at the public hearing, please contact the Town of Petrolia no later than 
4:30 p.m. on Monday, February 5, 2024. The public hearing will be held in person at Victoria Hall, 411 
Greenfield Street, Petrolia.

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS in respect of the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment can be made to the 
Clerk of the Town of Petrolia.

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY does not make oral submissions at the public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Town of Petrolia before the By-law Amendment is passed the person or public body 
is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Town of Petrolia to the Ontario Land Tribunal.

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Town of Petrolia before the By-law Amendment is passed the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the 
opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

IF YOU WISH to be notified of the passing of the proposed Amendment, you must make a written 
request to the Clerk of the Town of Petrolia at the address below.

THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS will be available for public 
inspection during regular office hours at the Town of Petrolia 
Office, located at 411 Greenfield Street in Petrolia and at the public 
meeting.

Mandi Pearson
Clerk/Operations Clerk
Town of Petrolia
411 Greenfield Street
Petrolia, ON NON 1RO

Telephone: 519-882-2350
Fax: 519-882-3373
Email: mpearson@petrolia.ca                  Dated: January 9, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING CONCERNING A
PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT

392 Broadway Street
Wyoming, ON N0N 1T0
519-845-3346

Customer will be charged 2 days for 
Weekend Rentals

Clean + Wash $90/hour

Pick up and Delivery Available
with Additional Cost

Fuel Charge will be Evaluated
at Time of Return

All Rentals are based on
8hrs/day, 40hrs/week,

160hr/month

Skid Steer Attachments Day Week Month

Soil Conditioner $300 $1250 $3500
72” hydraulic for high flow

Pallet Fork $40 $150 $500
48” Tine 5500 LBS

Brush Cat Rotary Cutter $275 $1100 $3400
66” for high flow

Bucket Sweeper 72” $275 $1100 $3400
*Every Inch of Bristle Wear $100

Model Attachments Included Day Week Month

Compact Track Loader Bucket 68” $391 $1564 $4692
T62

Compact Tracker Loaded Bucket 80” $485 $1940 $5820
T76

Mini Tracker Loaded Bucket or Pallet Forks $260 $1038 $3114
MT100

Mini Excavator 1 Bucket $403 $1612 $4836
E35 Additional Buckets Extra Charge

2024 RENTALS®

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

Government doesn’t create jobs, but it can 
create the atmosphere and environment, 
which allows for job growth, said Sarnia-
Lambton MPP Bob Bailey, claiming the 
Ford government has done just that.

“Things have completely flipped in this 
province since our government was elected 
in 2018,” Bailey told members of the 
Sarnia-Lambton Chamber of Commerce in 
Sarnia on Jan. 18.

Bailey said the provincial government has 
worked to make things more affordable by 
cutting taxes and red tape. This has sparked 
investment growth, said Bailey, citing that 
715,000 more people are working than in 
2018. In fact there has been 4,400 more 
businesses and 170,000 net new jobs created 
by the business community in Ontario in the 
last year according to provincial statistics. 

There have been thousands of pieces of 
red tape cut saving $8 billion each year for 
the business community, Bailey said while 
also reducing the industrial and commercial 
electricity rates by 15 per cent and keeping 
taxes low. The Workplace Safety and 
Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums have 
been reduced by 50 per cent, saving $2.5 
billion for the business community. 

Bailey said by doing this, provincial 
revenues have grown from $150 billion in 
2018 to $204 billion now. 

“We can’t take this growth for granted,” 
said Bailey, as an economic slow down is 
expected, especially with higher inflation 
and the hikes in interest rates. 

Some of the projects Bailey mentioned 
which have been funded by the province in 
Sarnia-Lambton include the opening of the 
Community Youth Wellness Hub in Sarnia, 
which increases access for mental health 

services, addiction and primary health 
services for local youth in the riding. 

Final design work is also being completed 
on the Community 
Addictions Hub so 
that project can begin 
construction. That 
project has been more 
than two decades in the 
making. 

Bluewater Health 
has seen provincial 
funding increase by $50 
million since 2018, he 
said despite a report 
from the Financial 
Accountability Office 
in 2023 which said the 
province will be spending $21 billion less 
in the health care sector by 2027-2028. It 
added any increased capacity at hospitals 
across the province will be off set by 
increasing demands due to the aging of the 
baby boomers. . 

In an effort to increase the number of 
nurses in Sarnia-Lambton, there is also a 
new Honours Bachelor of Science-Nursing 
Program at Lambton College. Bailey also 
said the provincial government launched the 
Ontario Learn and Stay Grant last spring. 
First and second year students in either the 
Bachelor of Science-Nursing or Practical 
Nursing programs can receive funding for 
tuition and books if they commit to working 
in the region they study for six months.   

 Bailey also mentioned Marilyn Gifford 
during the event. She is advocating for a 
pilot project to bring Canadian born doctors 
who have studied medicine abroad and want 
to complete their residencies in Sarnia-
Lambton. Bailey hailed the campaign as a 
way to bring more doctors to the area.

• THE INDEPENDENT

Bailey paints positive economic picture

Bob
Bailey

Plympton-Wyoming to invests more in ‘crap’ roads
Heather Wright
The Independent

As Plympton-Wyoming Councillor Bob 
Woolvett walked toward town hall for the 
first of two days of budget talks, he heard 
a familiar refrain; the town’s roads are 
“disgraceful.

“During the campaign, people made it very 
clear people wanted more. I don’t see the 
more in this budget,” said Woolvett as coun-
cil looked through the operating and capital 
budgets totalling $26,950,342 in spending. 
Town staff presented a draft budget with 
a four per cent tax increase which would 
increase the bill for homeowners by about 
$28 for every $100,000 of assessment.

The draft budget shows just shy of $5 
million being spent on road construction 
in 2024. That’s $500,000 higher than ever 
before.

The biggest project is a $1.6 million pro-
ject to reconstruct Confederation Line east 
of Broadway Street.

Woolvett said several years ago council 

agreed to increase the roads budget by 
$100,000 a year for 10 years, but it doesn’t 
seem to be making a difference.

Councillor Mike Vasey agrees adding 
“Everybody up along the lake that have 
been screaming at us that the roads are 
garbage, we need to start biting the bullet 
and start fixing that. We all promised to do it 
a year ago.”

Councillor Kristen Rodrigues wanted more 
money in roads but questioned why the 
administrators had set aside $250,000 for 
roadside drainage improvement. 

CAO Adam Sobanski didn’t mince words.
“The biggest reason the (roads) are crap is 

because we have crap drainage... drainage 
is the most important thing for gravel roads. 
And we are falling way behind on drain-
age,” he told councillors.

Sobanski says in wet winters, as the town-
ship experienced in the past few years, grad-
ing doesn’t help when the drainage is poor.

Plympton-Wyoming councillors continue 
budget deliberations Jan. 25.

PW councillors won’t get a pay increase in 2024
The Independent

Kristen Rodrigues knows it is simply a 
gesture.

The Plympton-Wyoming councillor sug-
gested holding the line on council’s wages 
during the 2024 budget deliberations Jan. 
18. Staff suggested a three per cent increase. 
The move will save about $10,000 of the 
nearly $28 million the municipality spends.

Several councillors, including Mike Vasey, 
questioned the suggestion. “Why is it 
incumbent on us six or seven (to cut costs) 
and everyone else doesn’t,” he asked. “It 

costs us money to do this, cost us time to do 
it – we deserve every cent of it and more.” 
Councillor Bob Woolvett agreed saying the 
job councillors did was “worth its weight in 
gold.” But Deputy Mayor Netty McEwen 
agreed to freezing pay for a year. “I didn’t 
get on this job to make money on it.”

Rodrigues acknowledged councillors’ 
costs are not covered by the salary. 

She says the move will “show we are in 
line with what is really going on in our 
community.” The move was approved after 
Mayor Gary Atkinson cast the deciding vote 
in favour of the pay freeze.
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OUR STORY

The Independent welcomes Letters to the Editor. 
Our preferred methods to receive letters are via email 
to news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  (please use 
Letter in the subject line) or through our website www.
petrolialambtonindependent.ca
You can also deliver letters to The Independent at 4156 
Petrolia Line, Petrolia or drop them in the mail at The 
Independent, Petrolia, ON, NON 1R0.
The Independent reserves the right to edit letters for 
brevity and clarity. All letters need to be signed and must 
have a phone number for verification.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EDITORIAL

4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON  N0N 1R0 • 226-738-0728

The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright.
No material from this edition may be reproduced without expressed

written consent of The Independent of Petrolia & Central Lambton ©
 Publisher / Editor: Heather Wright
  news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Reporters: Blake Ellis

 Sales Associates: sales@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Classifieds / Graphics: office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Subscription Rates: $60.00/year within 50 kms of Petrolia Post Office
 $70.00/year outside of 50 km radius       $80.00/year other provinces
 (HST included on all prices)    Subscriptions are non-refundable

www.petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Publications Mail Registration No. 42663514
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Thirty five years ago, Jan. 25, 1989, the people of Petrolia watched in horror as Victoria Hall, the building 
which served as the town’s centre and as a monument to the wealth generated here from the petroleum 
industry, burned. Even before the shock wore off, people talked of rebuilding. By 1992, the building was 
once again the center of the town’s government and social scene.

Lambton County councillors are shaking government 
up, but it is unlikely their actions will actually improve 
governance.

For years, the county has operated on a committee 
system, with one meeting in the morning - 
astonishingly named the AM Committee – and 
the other meeting in the afternoon named the PM 
Committee.

Each group was responsible for different departments 
within the county. Committee meetings, according 
to Warwick Mayor Todd Case, were meant to be an 
informal way of really talking about the issues. The 
committees would make recommendations to council 
and then every elected official would have the final say.

Jan. 17, councillors changed up the way they do that 
work, meeting for the first time as a Committee of the 
Whole. Basically, that means instead of meeting in two 
separate groups to discuss issues from several different 
county services, councillors will now have one big 
meeting to talk about everything. Instead of making 
recommendations to council, the direction made by 
the entire council at Committee of the Whole isn’t 
finalized until its approved by the entire council during 
a regular council meeting. 

The move comes in the wake of some breathtakingly 
short meetings. Those forums for in depth discussion 
literally lasted minutes. In 2023, 13 of the 20 meetings 
were less than 30 minutes long. Seven were 10 minutes 
and under. One, on May 17, was just three minutes 
long - less time than getting in your car to get to the 
meeting, Case mused when council made the change.

We find it hard to believe that elected officials - the 
people we ask to steer local government - could read 
between six and 12 reports on everything from senior 
care, to roads to homelessness for a meeting and have 
absolutely no questions for staff - none at all.

In our opinion, merging meetings and changing its 
name is going to do little to improve the quality of 
government in Lambton. What’s needed is actual 
discussion. That has been sorely lacking and that’s 
perplexing. The county government spent about $265 
million tax dollars in 2023, surely the people we elect 
can show a little more interest than this. 

Discussion, not meeting 
names or times, makes 

good government
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•  Emery Huszka   
Florence, ON  
226-373-6244

•  Julie Maw  
Courtright, ON  
519-384-2281

www.maizex.com

PERFORMANCE
True  

430 Albany Street • petroliadentistry.com

Dr. Mike Hoben
Dr. Rudha Al-Rohani
Dr. Rebecca Phillips

519-882-0520

Looking for a dentist close to home?
Petrolia Dentistry offers dentistry for the 

whole family, from cleanings and exams to 
natural looking fillings, crowns, bridges & more.

With convenient hours and a clean modern office, 
you’ll feel completely comfortable.

Enjoy Friends | Enjoy Independence | Enjoy Life

423 Albany Street
Petrolia, ON

519-882-3157

Downtown Retirement Living
in a Quaint Victorian Town

Downtown Retirement Living
in a Quaint Victorian Town

Village

Call to Book a Tour:Call to Book a Tour:

www.albanyretirementvillage.comwww.albanyretirementvillage.com

Retirement

Lambton ‘lower risk’ for well explosions: province
Heather Wright
The Independent

Lambton County is one of nine 
jurisdictions getting money to prepare 
from any emergencies stemming from 
abandoned oil and gas wells.

But provincial officials say the cradle 
of the North American oil industry is 
getting less funding that other regions 
because it has a “lower risk relative to 
other municipalities.”

The province will invest $7.5 million 
over three years to help local govern-
ments deal with emergency issues due 
to abandoned oil and gas wells. It’s 
part of $23.6 million the province set 
aside to deal with the provinces 27,000 
abandoned wells after a massive explo-
sion in Chatham-Kent.

In August 2022, a hydrogen sulphide 
leak sparked an explosion which  
ripped through Wheatley’s downtown. 
It was caused by an abandoned well 
which had not been properly vented. 
The gas build up blew apart buildings, 
injuring 20 people nearby. 

The emergency response, which 
lasted nearly a year, investigation and 
rebuilding of the downtown as well as 
support for residents has topped $27 
million.

The explosion emphasized the need 
to do something about the 24,000 
abandoned wells in southwestern 
Ontario. The province says nearly $30 
million has already been spent to plug 
415 wells.

Minister of Natural Resources, 
Graydon Smith, has met with munici-
pal officials and during a recent stop 
in Oil Springs said more action was on 
the way. 

Friday, the province doled out $2 
million to nine counties including 
Lambton. Despite the fact Central 
Lambton is littered with abandoned oil 
wells, some dating back to the 1860s, 
the county did not receive the max-

imum allotment of $280,000 this year.
The province has given Lambton 

$105,000 which Jay VanKlinken, the 
county’s emergency management 
coordinator, says  will be used to 
fund training for first responders and 
purchase an air supported emergency 
shelter to be used during larger scale 
evacuation. 

Other counties, such as Norfolk, 
received $280,000.

The Ontario Oil, Gas and Salt 
Resources Library Oil Well map lists 
over 2,000 abandoned and active wells 
in Enniskillen Township - including 
Petrolia and Oil Springs - and only 70 
in Norfolk County

Ministry of Natural Resources Media 
Relations officer, Sarah Fig, said in an 
email to The Independent; “The first 
year of the funding program is a pilot 
program, recognizing that municipal-

ities are at different stages of readiness 
to take action; some municipalities 
need to build capacity and increase 
their understanding of risk, while 
others are ready to take specific actions 
to reduce and mitigate risks.”

Fig said priority was given to com-
munities where there were releases of 
hydrogen sulphide in the past, based 
on the number of wells within the 
region and the geological conditions 
in the area where there would be a po-
tential for gas migration to the surface 
from underground gas pools.

“The County of Lambton, which 
has primarily oil wells,  was assessed 
by the ministry to have a lower risk 
relative to other municipalities, such as 
Norfolk County,” Fig wrote.

VanKlinken says the county will be 
applying for more funding in 2024 and 
2025.

ONTARIO OIL, GAS AND SALT RESOURCES LIBRARY PHOTO

The black dots in this screenshot of the map show where the working and 
abandoned oil wells in Petrolia are located.

Alvinston hockey community rallies around Waggz
Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

The Lambton County hockey 
community is rallying around one of 
its own as he struggles with health 
problems.

Shane Whiteside is one of the 
organizers hosting a fundraiser 
Saturday in Alvinston for Jason 
Wagner – known to his friends and 
hockey buddies as Waggz – and his 
family. 

Whiteside says the community has 
been eager to help Wagner, saying 
all you have to do is mention Jason’s 
name and people are willing to give.

Wagner, who has lived with Multiple 
Sclerosis since being diagnosed in 
his 20s, has been in hospital in the 
intensive care unit since the beginning 
of October with additional health 
problems. 

He is doing much better as he was 
dealing with ulcers and internal 
bleeding for months, said Whiteside. 
Wagner is on dialysis and breathing on 
his own, but he currently can’t speak. 

He is continuing to fight hard and 
is expected – when he is stable –to 
have 12 to 18 months of rehabilitation, 
while managing his multiple sclerosis 
as well. Whiteside says Wagner has 

always been a giving person.
“He is the first person to do anything 

for you,” said Whiteside, who met 
Wagner when they played together on 
the Alvinston Flyers in the 1990s. 

Wagner would also play for the 
Petrolia Jets and the Petrolia Squires. 
Wagner now lives in London with his 
wife, Shannon, and their two children.

Wagner’s parents live in Alvinston 
and he also has family in Petrolia. 
Whiteside hopes to raise $25,000 for 
Wagner and his family during this 
difficult time. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend 
the Alvinston Killer Bees game on 
Saturday at 6:30 p.m. at the Brooke-
Alvinston-Inwood Community Centre 
Complex. The game will be followed 
by a dance, raffle and silent auction 
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Tickets are available at the door for 
$25. 

If you are unable to attend the 
fundraiser but still want to give, you 
can make an e-transfer to forwagz18@
gmail.com.  

• THE INDEPENDENT

Jason Wagner and his family
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RED PLAID PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

– at –

VICTORIA HALL
411 GREENFIELD STREET, PETROLIA, ONTARIO

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2024
Admission $30 - www.thevpp.ca - 519.882.1221
DOORS 7:30PM / SHOW 8:00PM

This is an LLBO Mudmen Inc. Event. Visit: www.mudmen.ca

Brought to you by:

The Township of Warwick Fire & Rescue Department is currently recruiting for qualified 
firefighters to join the Watford Station. Applicants wishing to seek potential employment 
with the Township of Warwick Fire & Rescue Department (Watford Station) shall meet the 
following requirements:

• Be at least 18 years of age.
• Live or work in close proximity to the fire station. 
• Capable of attaining and maintaining a “DZ” classification driver’s license within
 1 year.
• Ideally be available during daytime hours and able to leave your place of   
 employment to respond to calls for service.
• Possess a valid Ontario driver’s license, with acceptable driver’s abstract.
• Be fluent in written and spoken English.
• Be legally entitled to work in Canada.
• Submit an acceptable criminal record check.
• Pass a comprehensive medical exam.
• Successfully complete a written and physical test.

Successful applicants should be:

• Comfortable with small or tight spaces.
• Comfortable with heights.
• Calm under pressure.
• Good at following and understanding direction given.
• Willing to wear a pager 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
• Able to respond to calls for service at all hours of the day or night, in all weather  
 conditions.
• Be aware of the physical demands of the job, including wearing approximately
 45 kg (100 lbs) of gear at an incident.
• Be aware of the psychological/cognitive demands of the job, including exposure  
 to emotional situations, including witnessing people in distress, severe injury, or death.
• Be prepared to attend training sessions two times per month.
• Willing to attend and complete NFPA 1001 firefighter 1 & 2 training within   
 Lambton County which could possibly be held on weekends.
• Willing to assist with community activities relating to Fire Prevention.

Written resumes will be received until 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 29, 2024 and 
should be addressed to: Township of Warwick, ATTN: Chief Sitlington, 5280 Nauvoo 
Road, PO Box 10, Watford, ON N0M 2S0 or dropped off to the Municipal Office. Email 
submissions can be sent to: MEsselment@warwicktownship.ca.
All questions can be directed to Chief Sitlington at 519-490-4337.

www.warwicktownship.ca

Township of Warwick
Fire & Rescue (Watford Station)

Firefighter Recruitment
Opportunity

SLEP anxious for carbon capture rules
Heather Wright
The Independent

The new CEO of the Sarnia-Lambton 
Economic Partnership is eager to see what 
plans the province has for a carbon capture 
project.

Matthew Slotwinski, who was named the 
interim CEO in the wake of the departure of 
Dan Taylor Jan. 11, says the project could 
help local industries deal with carbon emis-
sions and attract new business to the region.

Recently, Natural Resources Minister 
Graydon Smith was in Oil Springs to an-
nounce companies will be able to apply this 
year to develop carbon capture pilot plants 
in southwestern Ontario.

Smith said the province also has made 
changes to the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources 
Act to allow carbon capture, and has a plan 
using a “made-in-Ontario” approach.

Slotwinski said industries in Lambton are 
excited to move forward.

“It’s difficult to put a number to how many 
(industries) are interested in it other than 
there are several that could be positively 
impacted to a tremendous degree,” he says.

“The reality is in terms of carbon emis-
sions, across Ontario, we have 18 of the 50 
largest carbon emitters and they’re all with-
in about 20 kilometres of each other here in 
Lambton County... that represents some-
where between 18 and 20 million tonnes of 
C02 per year. If we’re looking at achieving 
that zero in Canada by 2050 and of course, 
there is increasing penalties on carbon 
emissions, we need a solution as to how to 
reduce the carbon that’s being emitted into 
the environment. And geological carbon 
sequestration is one of those solutions.”

Slotwinski says the needs of local industry 
are only part of the reason the province is 
considering southwest Ontario.

“They’re really looking to do something 
where it’s going to have the biggest impact,” 
he says, adding “a lot of that is actually 
defined by geology.” 

Slotwinski says the carbon capture system 
needs a certain type of ground to work. 
“There may be the potential for the geo-
logical framework here in Lambton County, 
there’s even more likely to be the geological 
framework for success with sequestration as 
you move towards Lake Erie.”

Slotwinski says “from a regional perspec-
tive, that’s close enough to be able to have 
a major impact” since industry in Lambton 
could build pipelines towards Lake Erie.

Slotwinski says industry is now wait-
ing for the province to layout the rules for 
the project. That’s expected in 2024. “The 
reality is companies are not going to make 
significant investments in studies in trials, or 
in ultimately investments that could benefit 
from carbon sequestration, if they don’t 
have a full understanding of what the rules 
are going to be,” he says.

Once the rules are released and compan-
ies being to find carbon capture solution, 
Slotwinski says it could lead to new invest-
ment in Lambton County.

“It’s not only to decarbonize what we 
already have, but it’s the opportunity for in-
vestment and let’s say low carbon hydrogen, 
right? That’s going to be an energy source. 
It’s going to be a feedstock for existing 
industry; it’s going to benefit agriculture, 
potentially because hydrogen can become 
nitrogen. 

“And those investments aren’t going to 
be made until they know first. What are the 
rules to sequester carbon? And then where 
can you do it? And can we viably get our 
capture carbon to the areas you sequester 
it?”

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

Oil Springs residents can expect to pay 
more for water in 2024, after Oil Springs 
Council approved water rate increases at its 
Jan. 17 meeting.

The water flat rate is increasing $1 to 
$85 while the water consumption rate is 
increasing five cents to $2.31 a cubic metre 
and the water reserve charge is going from 
$22 to $25.

The sewer flat rate is being increased $1 
to $44 while the sewer consumption rate 
is increasing three cents to $1.16 a cubic 
metre. The sewer reserve charge is also 
increasing $2 to $15. Connection fees for 

both water and sewer are also increasing 
from $600 to $635. 

Oil Springs Clerk Martha Gawley 
explained the municipality’s costs went up 
six per cent over the previous year. This is 
the reason for the increase. 

“It seems like the bills are getting pretty 
high with water and sewer,” said Mayor Ian 
Veen. 

“It is making a lot of things out of reach 
for a lot of people.” While the mayor didn’t 
agree with the rate increase, he added the 
council didn’t really have a choice in giving 
its approval. 

Municipal water and sewage systems, 
according to provincial law, must be fully 
funded by user fees.

Water, sewer bills on the way up in Oil Springs

Brooke-Alvinston may install a charging 
station for electric vehicles at the Alvinston 
arena.

Council discussed the possibility of 
applying for a grant which would cover 
up to 75 per cent of the cost of installing a 
charging station in the rural community.

In a report to council, Administrator Janet 
Denkers said the Brooke-Alvinston-Inwood 

Community Centre is the best location since 
the municipality owns the land and there 
is space. A developer in the area expressed 
interest in building the stations in the River 
and Centre Street area. “The developer has 
a keen interest in helping the town and see 
this as an opportunity,” Denkers wrote.

Council expressed interest in the grant and 
asked staff to continue investigating.

A regional director for the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture is voicing concern 
about battery energy storage systems.

Crispen Colvin told members of the 
Lambton Federation of Agriculture during 
their annual meeting Friday in Wyoming 
that the energy storage sites could use 
valuable farm land. 

“What we do know is they are talking 

about taking up to 2.2 million acres,” he 
said. The OFA has been campaigning to 
save farmland which is being gobbled up 
by development at a rate of 216,000 acres a 
year.

Colvin says the OFA understands the 
need for storage, but is urging the province 
to make sure they’re only placed in areas 
where they are needed.

EV charging station considered for Alvinston arena

OFA concerned BESS could eat up farmland
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Retire
your way
with our help.

Talk to us today.

Investments. Insurance. Advice.

Farm insurance is underwritten by Co-operators General Insurance Company. Not all products are available in all provinces. 
© 2023 Co-operators and Co-operators Financial Investment Services Inc. Co-operators® is a registered trademark of 
The Co-operators Group Limited. For Saskatchewan, visit cooperators.ca, or contact 1-800-265-2662. F0007 (04/23)

Get the advice and solutions you 
need to ensure a steady income 
throughout your golden years.

11–4247 Oil Heritage Rd., Petrolia ON, N0N-1R0
(519)-882-4880

Jesse Minten, CFP® 
Associate Financial Planner 

Santiago Pinto, 
QAFP™ Professional
Owner/Financial Planner

431 King Street, Petrolia
519-882-1880

www.lambtonchiropractic.ca

down
Don’t Let a

get youFall
As we grow older, out risk of falling 

increases and so does the risk of serious 
injury from a fall. Most trips, slips and falls 
happen in and around the home. Here are 

some simple things you can do to make 
sure your home doesn’t trip you up.

The Bathroom
• Use a non-slip mat inside and outside the tub or shower.
• Install grab bars by the toilet and in the tub and shower area. 
• Purchase a non-slip bath and shower bench to get in and out safely. 
• Install a raised toilet seat to make getting on and off easier. 

The Kitchen
• Replace lose scatter mats with rugs the have rubber backing
• Wipe up spills immediately
• Keep everyday items on shelves within easy reach
• Make sure no extension cords cross your path
• Never climb on a chair or stool to reach for something. Always ask for assistance
• Use non-slip floor wax

 • Add gliders to your chairs to make moving them easier when you sit down or get up 
    from the table.

Dr. Storozuk Dr. Martyniuk

1 Year $60For
Only

including tax (mail delivery within 50kms of Petrolia)
A 3% surcharge will be added for debit or credit by phone or in person.

No surcharge on cheques, cash or etransfers.

Name:
Street Address:
City/Town:
Postal Code:

Please send cheques for subscriptions to:
The Independent
4156 Petrolia Line, Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0
or etransfers to: news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Get LOCALGet LOCALGet LOCAL

NEW:
RENEWAL:

$45
SNOWBIRD
Combination of
Print/Email Edition

$40
Email Edition
Only

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Winter arrived in Central Lambton with a vengeance this week. School buses were cancelled 
Tuesday as a mix of freezing rain and snow pelted the area. A pedestrian walking down 
Princess Street dodged snow falling from a branch. By Wednesday, Environment Canada was 
forecasting rain and fog for the day.

WINTER WEATHER

Oil Spring needs $145K yearly to keep up roads, bridges

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

The Oil Spring Council to 
demolish the ball booth at the 
Youth Centre. 

Council has had a couple of 
discussions in the previous year 
about the need for a new booth. 
The idea for the tender came 
from Mayor Ian Veen Jan. 17. 

“If we don’t move on it, we 
are not going to get started,” 
said Veen. The tender will allow 
the municipality to get rid of 

the old structure down to the 
foundation. 

“We can’t use it the way it is,” 
said Councillor Larry Wagner 
before voting in favour of the 
move. 

There is a fridge, deep freeze 
and two microwaves currently 
in the ball booth. 

Veen hinted there might be 
a donation coming for the 
construction of a new booth, 
but he was unwilling to say just 
where the donation could be 
coming from, as of yet. 

Oil Springs tearing down ball booth

Blake Ellis
Local Journalism Initiative

Oil Springs needs $145,000 
a year to keep it’s roads and 
bridges in good repair.

That from a new asset 
management report. Oil 
Springs Clerk Martha Gawley 
suggested council put money 
aside in reserves as it comes 
time to replace and repair the 
infrastructure listed in the asset 
management plan. In the last 10 
years, the municipality haven’t 
put much into reserves, she 
said. 

“Some people don’t want us to 
put their tax money in reserves 
because they are not going to 
be around when we spend it,” 
said Mayor Ian Veen agreeing 
reserves were needed. 

“If we don’t put money in 
reserves, we won’t get anything 
done,” said Councillor Connie 
McFadden. 

The asset management plan 
provides data-driven guidance 
managing its capital asset. 

The village’s current capital 
assets are valued at an 

estimated $18.6 million, roads 
at $8.1 million, bridges at $1.5 
million, water infrastructure 
at $4 million, $3 million for 
the sanitary system and $1.9 
million for storm sewers.   

The plan rates the condition 
of the each part of the 
infrastructure in one of five 
categories, from very good, 
meaning it is well maintained to 
very poor, where it is beyond its 
expected service life. 

The 21-kilometre road 
network was given a good 
rating, after nearly a million 
dollar infusion into roads and 
drainage in 2018 & 2019. The 
two bridges in the village were 
also given a good rating, as 
well as the water infrastructure. 
Both the sanitary systems and 
the storm sewers were in fair 
condition.  

The asset management report 
also outlines the financial 
requirements needed to fully 
fund each asset. The average 
investment needed for the roads 
is $144,000 annually with 
$27,000 received from the gas 
tax grant. There is also $32,000 

needed annually for bridges 
with $23,000 for storm sewers. 
The annual investment needed 
for the water infrastructure is 
$61,500 and the wastewater 
being $93,500 for a total of 
$155,000. A total of $106,000 
is being collected in revenue, 
leading to an annual shortfall of 
$49,000.

Oil Springs updated its asset 
management plan in 2013. 
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SPORTS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27SATURDAY, JANUARY 27THTH

at Alvinston Arenaat Alvinston Arena
ALVINSTON
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2ND LAST GAME OF REGULAR SEASON2ND LAST GAME OF REGULAR SEASON

DON’T MISS THE ACTIONDON’T MISS THE ACTION
2ND LAST GAME OF REGULAR SEASON

DON’T MISS THE ACTION

Alvinston Killer Bees VS. DELHI FLAMES @ 6:30pmAlvinston Killer Bees VS. DELHI FLAMES @ 6:30pm
EVENT EXCLUSIVES SPECIAL EVENTS

SPECIAL RAFFLE

$205 FOR
$5 ea or

2 Toronto Maple Leaf Tickets
& a Matthews Jersey

All proceeds to Jason Wagner Fund

Jason Wagner Fundraiser
Dance & Silent Auction

Jan. 27th - 8pm to 1am • $25 pp
Fundraiser is to help support Jason’s family

Buy a ticket for this fundraiser and get into the Bees game 
for FREE. Fundraiser starts immediately after game.

Charity & Non-Profit Night
brought to you by

Canadian Farmer - YouTube

Guaranteed Minimum 50/50
take home of $1000

Every person in attendance gets 
their name in a random draw to win 

$500. plus an additional $1000
for the charity of their choice

Supported by
CommonWealth Financial Equity Associates Inc.

BEEF ON A BUN
By Donation Only.

Sponsored by Nates Neck of the Woods - Wood Processing.

All proceeds to the charity/nonprofit with 
the most people in attendance.

$300. SHOoT OUT COMPETITION

ON ICE
BOWLING

FOR CHANCE TO WIN
A KRISTA SHEPLEY RMT

GIFT CERTIFICATE

BLAKE ELLIS/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO

Alyia Anderson of the LCCVI Lancers blocks a shot Jan. 17 during play at the Petrolia 
high school. The Jr. Lancers posted a tie, against Wallaceburg and two losses against 
CKSS and Ursuline College during the round robin event.

BLOCKING THE SHOTPetrolia Flyers on the road this week
Barry Wright
The Independent

Should the Flyers score at least two goals 
in either road game against the Bulldogs in 
Mt. Brydges on Friday or the Sailors in Port 
Stanley on Saturday, they’ll reach 100 goals 
on the PJHL season. 

They were held to four goals by good 
goaltending in a loss to the Sailors and a tie 
in Aylmer Jan. 17. 
 Despite outshooting the Spitfires, 52-

26, the Flyers and Aylmer skated to a 1-1 

overtime tie and Petrolia lost 5-3 to Port 
Stanley Jan. 18 though they had 46 shots on 
the Sailors cage.  

Andrew Jaques had the lone goal in 
Aylmer.  
Cam Davidson, Wil O’Leary-Dilosa and 

Daniel Gibson scored in the loss to the 
Sailors.  
The Flyers remain tied for fifth place in 

the PJHL Yeck division with a record of 13-
15-4.  

Petrolia’s next home game is Thursday, 
Feb. 1 against the Dorchester Dolphins.

Mooretown sinks Admirals in PJHL play
The Independent

Brothers Dylan and Jace Dupuis each 
scored twice and Dracen Campbell had a 
goal and two assists to lead the Mooretown 
Flags to an 8-2 win over Amherstburg. 

Dane Nisbet, Adam Enright and Kaleb 
Edlington also scored for the Flags on 
Saturday at the Moore Sports Complex.  
 John Chartrand made 30 saves as 

Mooretown outshot the visitors 49-32.  
Dylan Dupuis now has 26 goals and 57 

points on the season and is just outside of 
the top ten in scoring in the province.

Mooretown has now registered points 
in 10 of its last 11 games and is 11-14-7 
overall. 
The Flags are scheduled to play the Sharks 

in Wheatley Jan. 24 and will entertain the 
Essex 73’s on Saturday at 7:30.

Killer Bees’ losing streak now at three
Alvinston Killer Bees will be out to snap 

a mini three-game losing streak when the 
team hosts Delhi in their second to last 
home game of the Western Ontario Super 
Hockey League Saturday at 6:30.  
The Bees are 10-8-1 after weekend losses 

against Stratford and Woodstock last 
weekend.  
Friday at home, Matteo Lalama stopped 52 

shots in a 6-4 loss to Stratford.  
Rylan Bowers, Ethan Lamoureux, James 

McEwan and Bayly Fryfogle scored for 
Alvinston.  
A night later in Woodstock, Nolan 

DeKoning turned aside 45 shots but it 
was enough as the Lakes prevailed 5-3. 
Lamoureux, McEwan and Fryfogle scored 
for the Bees.

The league-leading Tillsonburg Thunder 
won three straight games this season against 
the second place Petrolia Squires.
The Thunder claimed a 5-1 road victory 

Jan. 19 in Petrolia.  
Brenden Trottier had the lone goal for the 

Squires who trailed 1-0 after a period and 
3-1 after 40 minutes.  

The Thunder iced the game with two 

goals, including an empty netter, in the final 
two minutes of the third period.  
Sean Parker made 40 saves in the Petrolia 

goal.  
The Squires, now 13-7 on the season, 

will get one final regular season crack at 
Tillsonburg at Greenwood to end the season 
on Feb. 16.  

Petrolia is at Elora this Friday night.

Thunder still has Squires number in the WOSL

BLAKE ELLIS/LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE PHOTO

The crowd at The Shores arena reacts as Brady Bristowe heads for the net in 
International Silver Stick action on the weekend. The Lambton Shores Predators beat 
Saugeen Shores 2-1 in the game but lost in the U11 B semis against Ilderton Sunday.

SILVER STICK ACTION
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HAY FOR SALE:
4X5 rounds.

519-882-0564. 
Bygrove Farms

For Sale

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

W

E NEED YOU!

TO
 JO I N  O U R  TEA

M

VOLUNTEERS

COLOUR
PARTY

SICK &
VISITING

POPPY SPORTS

LADIES

AUXILIARY
YOUTH &EDUCATION

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 216 Petrolia

4129 Glenview Rd., Petrolia

Volunteers Wanted

SYER - in loving memory of 
a very special sister,
sister-in-law and aunt,
Cindy Lou Syer.

Cindy brightened the lives of all 
who knew her. We are so blessed 
to call her ours. Jesus took her 
home to Heaven, one year ago, on 
January 27, 2023.

Cindy, not a day goes by
That we don’t think of you.
Your faith, your strength, your courage
Inspire us in all that we say and do. 

We still go to text or call you,
Then remember you’re not there.
Your absence has left a hole in our lives.
We struggle on, with prayer.

We see your face. We hear your voice.
Your witty responses always made us smile.
Your sense of adventure and commitment
Was all part of your charming style.

Your work ethic was second to none.
Your attention to detail we all admired.
You picked up the slack for all of us.
You seemingly never tired.

But when you did, you accepted it
With such grace and dignity.
You comforted and consoled us
As you embraced your destiny.

We can only imagine how much you enjoyed
The cantata this year in glory.
Celebrating Christmas with the original cast
No rehearsals for this perfect story.

Cindy, we miss you more each day.
Our hearts ache because you’re not here.
We know we will see you again one day,
But it hurts because you’re not near.

One day we will all be together again.
In Heaven we won’t be apart.
Until then God has you safely in His keeping,
And we keep you close in our hearts.

Until we meet again, Cindy.
All our love,

Kay and John, Doug and Diane, Terry and Cathy, Joanne and Chris, 
Bill and Dawn, Jim and Marie and families.

In loving memory...

In loving memory
of our beautiful wife, mother and grammy, 
Cindy Lou Syer, who entered heaven on 
January 27, 2023.
I’m forever grateful for the nearly 30 years 
along with our incredible children who you 
nurtured with so much love and guidance.
I love and miss you with all my heart.

We are all so thankful for the love
and joy you brought to our lives.
Thinking of you always.
We miss and love you so much.
Ken, Joseph, Amber, Jameson, Carlyn, Aidan, Shayna, Kaz and Kahlua.

Scholarships

The Norma and Don 
Moore Scholarship 

supports doctors or nurse 
practitioners enrolled in a 

program leading to a license 
to practice in Ontario. 

Preference will be given to 
candidates who have
indicated an intent to 

practice in Lambton County.
Applications are due

by March 1.

Society of St Vincent 
de Paul / J&JY Trades 
Scholarship supporting 

students entering or 
continuing a trade 

education.
The deadline is March 31.

Joanne Klauke-Labelle 
Scholarship has been

awarded to a student who 
is entering a post-secondary 
education program focused

on drama, music, dance or 
visual arts.

Application deadline
is April 15. 

More information
can be found at

www.
sarniacommunityfoundation.ca

Sarnia Community 
Foundation

announces three
scholarships are

open for applications:

Death NoticesDeath Notices
January 16 - 23, 2024January 16 - 23, 2024

This information is provided as a community 
service. For detailed information, please refer 

to the funeral home website listing.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16

KELLESTINE, Edward Allan 
(Ed)
Age: 83, of Wyoming
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

ALLISON, William “Bill”
Age: 89, of Sarnia
Steadman Brothers Funeral Chapels

WILES, Margaret May (nee 
Neely)
Age: 92
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17

POTVIN, Leona Therese 
(nee Haché)
Age: 95
McKenzie Blundy Funeral Home

WILCOCKS, Harley LeRoy
Age: 81
Denning’s Watford Funeral Home

ARNEL, Melvin
Age: 91
Denning’s Watford Funeral Home

THOMPSON, Alma Maxine 
(Shaddock)
Age: 99
Gilpin Funeral Chapel

STAM, Willie Louise
Age: 91
Badder Funeral Home

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18

WRIGHT, Allen “John”
Age: 79
McCormack Funeral Home

MONTGOMERY, Ruby Mae
Age: 95
Smith Funeral Home

JENSEN, Alfred Albert
Age: 88
Smith Funeral Home

DION, Pamela Ann
Age: 71
Smith Funeral Home

AVERILL, Sheilah “Dianne”
Age: 78
Smith Funeral Home

WELLS, Terry Lambert
Age: 77, of Port Franks
Gilpin Funeral Chapel

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19

DiBRITA, Debbie Monique 
(DeWulf)
Age: 64
McKenzie Blundy Funeral Home

UNSWORTH, Ernest (Ernie)
Age: 56
Smith Funeral Home

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20

VINE, Donald Francis 
“Frank”
Age: 86
Gilpin Funeral Chapel

MAMMEN, Rinelde “Nellie” 
Reinhardine
Age: 87
Gilpin Funeral Chapel

SHAW, Janice Elise “Jan”
Age: 68, of Thamesville
Badder Funeral Home

JASPER, Lynne Susan
Age: 83
Smith Funeral Home

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21

SEABROOK, Kaici Elizabeth
Age: 27
D.J. Robb Funeral Home

ARMITAGE, Ernest Seth
Age: 85
Denning’s Forest Funeral Home

McNAUGHTON, Gary Colin
Age: 80
Van Heck Funeral Home

McKAY, Wayne
Age: 68
Smith Funeral Home

KARAMBOULAS, Maria
Age: 69
Smith Funeral Home

MONDAY, JANUARY 22

GRAY, Bill
Age: 64, of Camlachie
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

OLIVER, Roberta “Bobbi” 
Anne
Age: 73
Needham-Jay Funeral Home

MAHOOD, Stan
Age: 86, of Dresden
Badder Funeral Home

WILSON, Frances Mary 
(Vanderheyden)
Age: 67
Denning’s Forest Funeral Home

In Memoriam

news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca

Pay your invoice or subscription
with Interac® email money transfer!

It’s FREE, It’s FAST, It’s EASY, It’s SECURE.

SEND ALL PAYMENTS
via money transfers to:
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Fundraiser Event

Real Estate

Reception Hall Rentals
  Weddings
  Anniversaries
  Funerals
  Business Meetings

Wyoming Lions
554 Main Street

Up to 150 seating capacity
Fully licensed by AGCO

Bookings and information 
call: (519) 466 7806 or 845 3333TM

Hall Rentals

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 216 Petrolia
Join the Royal Canadian Legion because 

you care about our veterans and
Community, and you can!

Membership is open to all Canadian 
citizens or commonwealth subject of  

federal voting age.

See us on Facebook at
Royal Canadian Legion Br 216 Petrolia, ON

At the 216 Lounge
4129 Glenview Rd, Petrolia

- Or -
Legion Members Ladies Auxiliary

Members Wanted

NEEDS 
YOUR 
HELP!

Jam • Manwich • Soda Crackers • Small 
Soups • All Canned Veggies • Canned 
Potatoes • Side Kicks • Canned Fruit 

Large And Small • Mixed Canned Meats 
• Instant Potatoes • Dry Pastas • Rice • 

Canned Pasta • Cake, Cookie And Muffin 
Mixes • Cookies • Pancake Mix & Syrup • 
Baking Supplies • Jello Mix • Mr Noodles 

•  Juice Crystals • Household Cleaning 
Supplies • Laundry Pods / Detergent Etc 

• Lunch Snack, Snack Foods
Any items not listed are accepted, 

if you use it in your home our 
clients will use it in theirs
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ADVERTISING POLICY
The publisher of this newspaper, The Independent of Petrolia 
and Central Lambton, reserves the right to clarify or refuse any 
advertisement based on its sole discretion. The publisher reserves 
the right to reject, discontinue or omit any advertisement without 
notice or penalty to either party. Liability for errors or non-insertion is 
limited to the amount paid for the cost of space occupied by the error. 
Claims of errors must be made prior to the next publication date.

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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Saturday, January 27th 8pm-1am 
B.A.I.C.C.C.

Dance & Silent Auction Fundraiser
to help support Jason Wagner and his family. 

Entrance fee is $25. 
You can come early to watch the

Alvinston Killer Bee’s Hockey Game at 6:30pm
included in the entrance fee. 

For more information contact Tom Alderman
at tlalderman19@gmail.com 519-871-0871.  

If you are unable to attend the event and wish to donate 
directly to Jason & Shannon please
e-transfer forwagz18@gmail.com

Jason Wagner FundraiserJason Wagner FundraiserJason Wagner Fundraiser

Custom-built, brand-new home, ready 
to move in! High-end finishes!!  “Hardy 
Board” exterior, quartz counter tops. The 
“on-demand” gas water heater is owned! 
Private covered rear deck. High-speed fibre 
optic internet from Brooke Telecom is already 
installed! Enjoy a well-planned layout 
designed for your convenience. Garage entry, 
main floor laundry, bright, expansive lower 
level ready for finishing to suit your specific 
needs. All of the mechanical equipment 
(furnace, electrical, water heater) are smartly 
grouped in one area. Centrally located 
close to schools, grocery shopping, the new 
Community Arena/YMCA and the downtown 
core. Large rear yard with mature shade trees.

177 John Street, P.O. Box 561, Watford, Ontario, N0M 250 • www.shanahanrealty.com
Leo Shanahan Sales Representative
Direct: 519-878-5981 • leo@shanahanrealty.com • Office: 226-848-6684

397 Victoria St.,  
Watford

#397#397 $$524,900524,900
MLS#23015250

Real Estate

BOB LEAPER
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CELL  519-331-1142
OFFICE 519-882-3242

bleaper@rivernet.net
petroliaareahomes.ca

WELCOME TO: 466 Oozloffsky Street, Petrolia

*SAT JAN 27TH 1-3 P.M.

$$664,900664,900 incl. HSTincl. HST

* NEW BUNGALOW, MODEL HOME READY TO MOVE IN, LOCATED IN 
PETROLIA’S NEWEST SUBDIVISION, ‘GREENWOOD’, CLOSE TO PARKS 
& THE ARENA. MASTER BEDROOM WITH ENSUITE & WALK-IN CLOSET. 
LARGE LAUNDRY/MUDROOM OFF THE GARAGE. GREAT ROOM WITH 
FIREPLACE, 12X12 DECK OFF THE KITCHEN. REC ROOM, BATHROOM & 
BEDROOM FINISHED DOWNSTAIRS. OTHER LOTS & PLANS TO CHOOSE 
FROM. BUILT BY SPECTRA CONSTRUCTION A LOCAL FAMILY OWNED 
BUSINESS SPECIALIZING IN QUALITY BUILT CUSTOM HOMES IN 
PETROLIA AND AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS. PRICE INCLUDES HST

Advertisers and Readers;
In the face of rising costs The Independent has decided to
maintain its advertising rates at the current level for at least the 
next six months; the same rates we've had since opening in 2013. 

However, over the past three years, many businesses and
customers began paying their bills with credit cards. While we
appreciate the timeliness of prompt payment, bank fees are
increasing taking a large bite out of our income. 

Therefore, instead of raising advertising rates, effective
immediately, those who wish to pay with a credit card will be 
charged a fee of three per cent to cover credit card fees imposed. 

We will continue to accept cheques, either in person or by mail, 
cash in person, bank transfers and e-transfers to the email address 
news@petrolialambtonindependent.ca. 

Thank you for your understanding.

SERVING PETROLIA AND CENTRAL LAMBTON 
THE INDEPENDENTTHE INDEPENDENT

Advertise your personal 
advertsing here

for as little as

$25.00 per week.
Call Lauren and find out more

226-738-0728
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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
416 Queen Street, Petrolia (Behind the Post Office)

In-Person Service 
Sundays @ 10:00 am

Services also available online: www.standrews-petrolia.ca
Pastor Katherine Hawley

Christ Anglican Church
414 Oil Street, Petrolia

Join us for In-Person Services
Sundays @ 10:00am

Everyone Welcome
Church Office: 519-882-1430  |  christchurchpetrolia@gmail.com Rev. Dave Hewett

St. Paul’s United Church
4169 Petrolia Line at Centre Street

In-Person Services
Sundays @ 10:30 am

Church Office: 519-882-1390                  Rev. Carol Fergusonwww.stpaulsunitedpetrolia.net

First Baptist Church
In Person Church Service

Sunday Mornings @10:30 am
Pastor: Alex Craig

418 Greenfield Street, Petrolia  |  Church Office 519-882-2480
email: fbcpetrolia@gmail.com  |  website: www.firstbaptistpetrolia.ca

Find us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-PetroliaClassified  Deadline: Monday @ 12 Noon
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Baking Supplies • Jello Mix • Mr Noodles 

•  Juice Crystals • Household Cleaning 
Supplies • Laundry Pods / Detergent Etc 

• Lunch Snack, Snack Foods
Any items not listed are accepted, 

if you use it in your home our 
clients will use it in theirs

UPCOMING EVENTS
DATE START TIME LOCATION EVENT/ CONTACT INFO

Jan 27 9:00am-
3:00pm Sarnia

FAMILY LITERACY DAY FESTIVAL,  a free family party, with a day full of activities in-
cluding a concert, movie, face painting, retro gaming, a maker activity on the laser cutter and 
more at Sarnia Library. Activities will also take place at the Judith & Norman Alix Art Gallery 
beginning at 12:00 p.m. For more info @ lclibrary.ca/family-literacy-day.

Jan 29 2-3:30pm Online
DROP-IN & CHAT - ZOOM WEBINAR Lambton County Branch, Ontario Ancestors. Working 
on your Lambton County Genealogy? Have questions? Meet with others to share ideas,
or to discuss obstacles & new discoveries. For a link to the meeting email lambton@ogs.on.ca

Jan Gallery Hours Sarnia
FAMILY SATURDAYS take place year-round with changing themes each month. The pro-
gram is free and open to everyone, though children must be accompanied by an adult. For 
further information on Family Saturday Studio Drop-Ins, visit the program and events page 
on the JNAAG website.

Jan Various Brigden
BRIGDEN LEGION JANUARY EVENTS: January 26- Pool, January 27- Meat Raffle 
4:30pm. Legion is Open Thursday Friday and Saturday from 6-9 . Meat Raffle Saturdays we 
open at 4.

Feb 10 6pm Point 
Edward

23RD ANNUAL HEARTS OF YOUTH GALA For Sarnia-Lambton Rebound at the Four Points 
by Sheraton. For more info: www.reboundonline.com.

Feb 12 1:00pm Petrolia IODE MARGARET STOKES CHAPTER next meeting at First Baptist Church. New members 
always welcome.

Feb 13 4:30-6:30pm Camlachie
PANCAKES & SAUSAGE SUPPER @ Camlachie United Church. Delicious pancakes and 
grilled supper sausages, plus coffee, tea, and dessert. The food is great with “All You Care To 
Eat”. Advanced tickets only Adults $10, Child 6 to 10 $5, Children 5 and under eat free. Phone:  
Church  (226)776-1222  or  Doug  (519)869-4727. Email: camunitedevents@gmail.com

Feb 14 Various Various

SARNIA BLUEWATER CHORDSMEN ARE OFFERING “SINGING VALENTINES” Well 
dressed men will sing 2 love songs, present a rose and a card with personalized message to 
your loved one. $45 for a single city delivery and $75 for a county or group valentine deliv-
ery. ALL proceeds to charity. Call David at 226-402-3060 for more info  or to book a Singing 
Valentine.

CLUBS AND REGULAR EVENTS

DAY START
TIME LOCATION EVENT                                                                  CONTACT INFO

Mon 7p Watford Darts @ Watford Legion                                             519-876-2360
Mon 1-4p Watford Shuffle Up and Deal Bid Euchre @ E. Lambton CC 519-876-2808
Tues 7p Watford Euchre @ Watford Legion                                          519-876-2660
Tues 7p Petrolia Petrolia Toastmasters @ St. Andrew’s Church   519-339-6606

2nd Wed 7p Petrolia Bingo @ Petrolia Lion’s Hall                                    519-882-8728
3rd Wed 7p Sarnia Monthly Meeting  @ Horticultural Society           519-332-5837
3rd Wed 1p Petrolia Music Jam, lunch at noon  @ Petrolia Legion       519-882-1557
3rd Thurs 7p Oil Springs Optimist Meat Bingo @ Youth Centre                     519-834-2152

Thurs 7p Brigden Pool Night @ Brigden Legion
Fri 7p Brigden Pool Night @ Brigden Legion                                      519-864-1395
Fri Watford Meat Raffle, 50-50, CTA @ Watford Legion           519-876-2360
Sat 12p Petrolia Lunch 12-3 or until sold out @ Petrolia Legion       519-882-1557
Sat 2p Petrolia Meat Raffle @ Petrolia Legion                                       519-882-1557
Sat 3:30p Forest Meat Raffle @ Forest Legion                                          519-786-5357
Sat 6p Alvinston Catch The Ace @ Alvinston Legion 519-898-2100
Sat 4:30p Brigden Meat Raffle @ Brigden Legion.Dec. 2nd and Dec. 16

Brigden NEW LEGION HOURS: Thurs 6-9p; Fri 6-9p; Raffle Saturdays 
4-8p; Non-Raffle Saturdays 6-9p

PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM
DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE of events

Events are listed FREE for non-profit groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). Events are listed FREE for non-profit groups in Petrolia and Lambton County (space permitting). 
To be included in this listing email the required information to:To be included in this listing email the required information to:

office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  office@petrolialambtonindependent.ca  
Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.Subject: FREE EVENT LISTING.

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 216 Petrolia

- Weekly Events -

EUCHRE

FUN DARTS

KARAOKE

Saturday at 2:00pm (Legion opens at noon)

Wednesdays at 7:00pm

MEAT & 50/50 DRAWS

Thursdays at 7:00pm

Fridays at 8:00pm

Upcoming Events

Winter Office Hours
Monday  • 9am - 5pm
Tuesday  • 9am - 5pm
Wednesday  • 9am-3pm
Thursday  • 9am-3pm
Friday  • 9am-3pm
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SPORTS
The Alvinston Killer 
Bees honoured six 
local teams which 
won or were finalist 
in regional and 
International Silver 
Stick play. The teams 
are Lambton Attack 
U13, East Lambton: 
U15 AE, U13 AE, U18 
rep, U15 rep, U13 rep.
Also in the photo is 
Joe Rombouts Sr., 
Mary Donkers of 
Stonepicker Brewery, 
Travis Duncan, Nick 
Salaris of Silver Stick.

SILVER STICK CONGRATSSILVER STICK CONGRATS

Landon strikes swimming gold
Darius Landon was a three-time winner at the Lambton 

Kent high school swimming championships last week at the 
Sarnia Y.  

He won the 100 metre individual medley by nearly 13 
seconds and captured the 100 metre freestyle by almost 11 
seconds. He also won the 50 metre freestyle final.  

Lancer teammates Norah Stephens and Yarko Zelenhut also 
won individual events. Stephens won the 100 metre freestyle 
and Zelenhut took the junior boys’ 100 metre individual 
medley in one of the closest finishes of the meet. He won by 
12-100th of a second.  

Marnie Sawyer, Elizabeth Kuykendall, and Madailynne 
Henderson also qualified for the SWOSSA championships in 
Windsor Feb. 20 by finishing second in events. 
The Lancers also won two relay events and finished second 

in three others.

Lancer wrestlers hit the podium

Franco Sproviero of the Alvinston Killer Bees and Petrolia’s 
Kyler Keating are on the ballot for the final all-star selection 
for the Western Ontario Super Hockey League’s West team. 
Online voting continues until 11:59 pm on Friday.

 •••
The Sarnia Legionnaires try to snap a nine-game winless 
streak when they host LaSalle on Thursday. Sarnia lost to 
Strathroy and St. Marys last week by scores of 9-2 and 7-1. 
They visit Chatham Sunday.

•••
On the heels of its worst loss of the season Friday at home, 
the Sting evened its road record to 10-10-1 with a 6-2 win 
over the Firebirds in Flint Saturday. Sarnia is now within 
a point of the Firebirds for the final playoff spot in the 
league’s Western Conference. The Sting visit Guelph Friday 
and the Soo on Sunday afternoon.

 •••
The Mooretown U9 MD squad won six straight games 
to capture their division at the Stanley Taggart Memorial 
tournament at the Moore Sports Complex. The Flags 
defeated Wallaceburg, 3-1 in the final. Petrolia won the 
consolation final with a 5-2 decision against Lucan.
Meantime, Mooretown captured the U15 AE title with a 2-1 
win over Mt. Brydges and Petrolia won the U11 AE division 
with a 3-1 win over the Flags in the championship contest.

 •••
 The Alvinston Ice Angels has added more gold to its trophy 
case. The synchronized skating team won the Adult and Star 
4-Elementary divisions at a weekend event near Cobourg in 
eastern Ontario. Two other Alvinston squads, Juvenile and 
Pre-Novice, had solid showings as well.

 •••

Nine wrestlers from LCCVI made the podium at the 
Sarnia Invitational high school wrestling event. 
Alex Campbell, Levi Burlingham, Layla Callister, Amelia 

Limoges, Abbi White, and Kyle Van Boven all placed 
second in their respective weight classes. 
Lancer teammates Spencer Horwood, Campbell Bright 

and Kylie Somerville all earned thirds. 
Connor Burns and Will Leyten of North Lambton were 

both second in their divisions.

Sproviero, Keating in mix for all-stars
SPORTS BRIEFS
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